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WE BELIEVE in the Holy Trinity—one God, 
eternally existing in Three Persons: Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one God, the Father, creator of 
heaven and earth, of all things seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father. 
All things were made through Him and for Him. 
He is true God and true man. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and was born of 
the virgin, Mary. He suffered, died, was buried, 
and on the third day He rose from the dead. He 
ascended to the right hand of the Father, and He 
will return to judge the living and the dead. His 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver 
of life, who eternally proceeds from the Father. 
He is Teacher, Comforter, Helper, and Giver 
of spiritual gifts.  Through Him the saving and 
sanctifying works of Jesus Christ are applied 
to the life of believers. He is the empowering 
presence of God in the life of the Christian and 
the church. The Father has sent His Son to baptize 
with the Holy Spirit.  Speaking in tongues and 
bearing the fruit of the Spirit are New Testament 
signs of being filled with the Holy Spirit. 

We believe that salvation is by grace through 
faith in the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross and that He died in our place. The believer’s 
sins are forgiven by the shedding of His blood. 
We believe that healing of mind, body, soul, and 
spirit is available to the believer through the 
blood of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy 
Spirit. We believe in one baptism in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

We believe that the grace of God brings forgiveness 
and reconciliation to those who repent, as well as 
transformation in holiness, enabling them to live a 
Christ-like life. Sanctification is both a definite work 
of grace and a lifelong process of change in the 
believer brought by the blood of Jesus, the Word 
of God, and the enabling power of the Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one holy, universal church, 
composed of all true believers in Jesus Christ, 
offering fellowship and calling for service to 
men and women of all races, nations, cultures,  
and languages. We believe in the spiritual and 
ultimate visible unity of the church. 

We believe that the Bible—both Old and New 
Testaments—is the inspired Word of God. The 
Bible is God’s revelation of Himself and His 
will to humankind, sufficient for instruction in 
salvation and daily Christian living. The Bible is 
the Christian’s rule of faith and practice. 

We believe that God will ultimately reconcile all 
things in heaven and earth in Christ. Therefore, 
we look forward to new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells.
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Bishop Enis James Kolawole
General Presbyter

Africa

     “For this is the will of God, even your sanctification. 
For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto 
holiness” (1 Thessalonians. 4:3, 7).

     In my part of Africa, when a woman suddenly loses 
her husband to death, she automatically becomes a 
suspect. She will be subjected to all kinds of inhumane 
treatment just to ascertain her innocence. Her hair will 
be shaven, she will be made to wash the corpse, and 
sleep with the corpse overnight. If she lives without 
sudden sickness or untimely death, she is innocent. She 
is said to have clean hands. This is not holiness; this is 
superstition. Many of our ideas about holiness are just 
as useless.
     Holiness reconciles us with God’s nature. True godly 
holiness is a shield that neither Satan, society, nor self 
can disturb. In Western Nigeria, there are men and 
women who set themselves apart solely to a false deity. 
Such a person does not eat certain things, and they do 
not wear just any color of clothes. He or she prepares 
and carries sacrifices to the gods. Such a one may not 
be allowed to marry because her life is dedicated to 
the gods or deity. This keeping of rules is not holiness, 
either.
     To be holy is to be reconciled to God to live holy, 
free from sin, as God is holy and free from sin. Jesus 
shed his blood and paid the full price to provide for 
the sanctification and holiness of his bride. Just like 
the priest performing in the Holy of Holies, the Church 
of God of Prophecy must not neglect sanctification. 
If she undermines sanctification, she relegates to the 
background what her Sanctifier has provided for her.
     We have a part to play in our holy and sanctified 
life. For us to live a sanctified, holy life cost Jesus Christ 
his own life. If we do not live a holy life, there cannot 
be a glorious church and peaceful family. There will 
be wrangling among the leadership, workers, and 
members in the church. There will be no reconciliation 
among people.
     We need to cleanse our heart, and let it be purged 
by the Lord. We have to do away with every negative 

thought and feeling. Abstain from everything that is 
detrimental to living for God. Are we still carrying the 
stony heart? God desires us to live a sanctified and holy 
life. Jesus prayed for believers’ sanctification and holy 
living. The removal of the stony heart and the renewal 
with a new heart of flesh is sanctification. 
     Every Christian should live in holiness. It is a 
command from the Savior. Luke says, “Having been 
delivered from our enemies, we should serve God in 
holiness and righteousness before him all the days of 
our lives.” We must hunger and thirst for righteousness 
and practical holiness. Holiness demands purity in our 
place of work and communities even when others are 
cheating and defrauding. We are expected to practice 
new life. Hindrances may come, but it takes endurance 
and discipline to live a new life.
      The mask must be removed. Many people mention 
the name of Jesus nowadays, who neither know him 
nor are known of him. Romans 6:1, 2 says, “What shall 
we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to 
sin, live any longer therein?” The grace of God changes 
people. The uniqueness of Christianity is that the life 
of Christ lives in the believer. This is holiness. Do not 
settle for a mask.  Do not settle for the external show 
of righteousness which only qualifies you as a whited 
sepulcher in the sight of Jesus Christ. Be reconciled to 
Christ, and be ye holy. Remove the mask, and begin to 
live the new, transparent, reconciled life of holiness and 
righteousness.

“Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new” (2 
Corinthians 5:17).  

Reconciled to Holiness

FACING FORWARD



CONNECTIONS
     Bishop Adrian L. Varlack, Sr. began his Christian walk 
at the age of 14 in a revival on the island of Anegada 
in the British Virgin Islands. Brother Varlack served his 
local church and eventually his regional church in many 
positions. 
     In 1972, Brother Varlack was ordained a bishop in 
the Church of God of Prophecy and appointed to serve 
at the International Offices. He would serve under 
international appointment in multiple capacities for 50 
consecutive years. 
     Bishop Varlack authored a book for the Church of 
God of Prophecy Foundations Series entitled, Church 
of God of Prophecy: Concise History, Polity, Doctrine, 
and Future. His purpose was to ensure that the Church 
of God of Prophecy story is never forgotten. He has 
also contributed to other published works such as, 
Servants of the Spirit and The Pentecostal Minister 
Volume 3.
     Bishop Adrian L. Varlack, Sr. was appointed as the 
Church of God of Prophecy Historian at the 2006 
International Assembly. He possesses a wealth of 
knowledge in many areas, and it has been said, “If you 
need to know something about an event in the life of 
the Church, ask Bishop Varlack.” 
     Bishop Varlack’s passion for church history and his 
efforts to preserve that history left an imprint on this 
body. In recognition of his work and ministry, on June 
21, 2022, the Corporate Board of the Church of God 
of Prophecy unanimously approved that the Library 
and Archives at the International Offices be named the 
“Adrian L. Varlack, Sr. Library & Archives.” The formal 
dedication took place on October 19, 2022. 
     Beginning in the Upper Room chapel at the 
International Offices, the general presbyters, IO 
staff, Varlack family, and guests were welcomed by 
Presiding Bishop Tim Coalter, who expressed his joy in 
dedicating the library and archives in honor of Bishop 
Varlack. Bishop Coalter shared with those in attendance 
the highlights of the many, fruitful years of ministry 
sacrificially offered to this Church by our beloved 

Brother A, as many affectionately call him. 
     Minister Roxanne Varlack Corbett led a praise team in 
an anointed time of worship, singing, "Every Praise Is to 
Our God." 
     Next Bishop Clayton Endecott shared his heartfelt love 
and appreciation for Bishop Varlack as teacher, mentor, 
minister, adding to the list more than once, "and to many, 
prophet."
     Grandaughter Tess Varlack shared a stirring rendition 
of "Give Me Jesus," after which General Presbyter of the 
Caribbean and Atlantic Ocean Islands Bishop Dr. Clayton 
Martin presented a beautiful plaque and gift to Brother 
Varlack from the COGOP bishops and people of the 
Caribbean, in appreciation of his ministry there.
     After a greeting from Dr. David Roebuck, the historian 
of the Church of God (Cleveland, Tennessee), came the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony just outside the entrance to the 
archives. Bishop Paul Holt, representing the Corporate 
Board of which he is chair, did the honors.
     Bishop Varlack was asked to make a few remarks. He 
began, "First of all, every part of this place is dedicated 
to Jesus Christ!" There were hearty, "Amens!" from the 
attendees. Brother Varlack then expressed his love and 
gratitude to the Lord, his wife, Jan, and the many who 
have served alongside him on his journey. 
     Bishop Dr. Brian Sutton, general presbyter of North 
America Ministries, prayed the benediction.

Bishop Adrian L. Varlack, Sr. Honored with 
Archives and Library Dedication
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     From the beginning of Israel’s worship of Yahweh, 
songs were an integral part of their liturgy. The first song 
recorded in Scripture was a testimony of the power of 
God to deliver. The song is found in Exodus 15 and is 
a testimony of the delivering power of Yahweh from 
Egyptian bondage. Although we tend to read the 
Psalter as prose, it is actually the compilation of five 
Hebrew songbooks that were used in Israel’s tabernacle 
and temple worship. The compositions were diverse 
with David composing at least 73 of the 150 psalms. 
     In the life of the early church, the songs that were 
sung in worship were an expression of the contrary 
Christian doctrine and practice. Philippians 2:5–11 is 
regarded by biblical scholars as a Christological hymn 
that celebrates the incarnation and exaltation of Christ. 
Another such Christological hymn is identified in 
Colossians 1:13–20. 
     In the sixteenth century, churchgoers were given 
much greater access to hymns as a result of the 
invention of the printing press and the well-known 
German theologian, Martin Luther, who began 
encouraging people to sing together as an integral part 
of corporate worship. Consequently, books containing 
Christian hymns became commonplace in churches.
     As a teenager in the Church of God of Prophecy, 
a common sight was church members making their 
way to church with a Bible and their personal hymnal 
in hand. There were also hymnals located on the back 
of the pews for easy access and use. In my journeys 
throughout North America, Asia, and Europe, the 
experience became ubiquitous. The same dynamic was 
observed across cultures and languages in the Church 
of God of Prophecy.
     Although singing hymns was understood and 
experienced primarily in a liturgical context (worship in 
particular), the aspects of theological instruction and 

reflection were often overlooked and to a large degree 
underappreciated. T. Kimbrough Jr. posits, “The hymns 
of the church are theology."1 Hymns are by no means 
intended to be theological expositions. Kimbrough 
uses the term lyrical theology to describe the function 
of the hymns. He writes, “Lyrical theology designates 
a theology couched in poetry, song, and liturgy, 
characterized by rhythm and expressive of emotion and 
sentiment.”2 In an article entitled “Theological Themes 
in Contemporary Hymnody,” Ed Steele adds, “One of 
the major difficulties of the genre is to encapsulate 
theological truths—truths about which volumes have 
been written—in a few words.”3 The “theological 
couching” referred to by Kimbrough and the challenge 
described by Steele often led to hymns being 
overlooked as theological expression and instruction.
     Thus, unconsciously (or maybe even subconsciously), 
reading and reflecting on the hymns of the church 
during worship became tantamount to theological 
engagement. Consequently, long before I picked 
up a theological commentary or went to seminary, 
the underpinnings of sound theological reflection 
were inculcated in my spirit through the hymnbook 
of the church. The consistent repetition of the hymns 
on a weekly basis helped to establish and reinforce 
foundational theological truths even before my evolving 
biblical knowledge and theological acumen matured. 
     Steele writes concerning the dynamic of theologiz-
ing through hymnody, “The use of songs provides a 
unifying element that draws the Body of Christ togeth-
er in worship, affirming what is believed and under-
stood as the truths of the nature and character of God, 
the plan and purpose of God, and his actions in rela-
tionship with his creation.” Every faith tradition in gen-
eral and church, in particular, utilizes a hymnal that ex-
presses their beliefs. The hymnal eventually becomes 

a n d  T h e o l o g i c a l  R e f l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  G o d  o f  P r o p h e c y

Bishop Carswell A. Leonard was born in Charlotte Amalie, U.S. Virgin Islands. He was a pastor for many years 
and in 2020, was appointed regional bishop of the US and British Virgin Islands, Aruba, Bonaire, and Curaçao, 
known collectively as the Paragon Region. Bishop Leonard earned a Master of Divinity from Shaw University 
and is pursuing his PhD in Theological Studies and Afro-Caribbean Spirituality from Regent University. 

BISHOP CARSWELL LEONARD | REGIONAL BISHOP, PARAGON REGION

1. S. T. Kimbrough, Jr., “Hymns Are Theology,” Theology Today 42.1 (April 1985), 59.
2.  S. T. Kimbrough, Jr., The Lyrical Theology of Charles Wesley: A Reader (Eugene, OR: Cascade, 2011), 3.
3. Ed Steele, “Theological Themes in Contemporary Hymnody,” The Bible and Theology 07.1 (Fall 2010), 83.

Hymnody
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part of the ecclesial identity. In his PhD dissertation en-
titled, “Hymnody and Identity: Congregational Singing 
as a Construct of Christian Community Identity,” Mike 
Anthony Roberts writes, “Because hymns are so essen-
tial to congregations, there is a correlation between 
a congregation’s hymnody and its identity, which is 
typically measured by factors such as its rituals, history, 
leadership, and location.”4

     As Roberts rightfully asserts, “There is a correlation 
between a congregation’s hymnody and its identity.” 
This is no truer than in the use of the Church of God 
of Prophecy’s hymnal, the Banners Hymn book, or the 
“Blue Book” as it is affectionately called. The Banners 
Hymn book became more than just a songbook. It 
morphed into one of the most salient symbols of 
the church’s identity, belief, and theology. The songs 
reflected the church’s soteriology, pneumatology, 
Christology, and eschatology as well as its unique 
ecclesiology.

4. Mike Anthony Roberts, "Hymnody and Identity: Congregational Singing as a Construct of Christian Community Identity" (PhD Disserta-
tion, Department of Theology and Religion School of Philosophy, Theology and Religion College of Arts and Law University of Birmingham, 
April 2014).

     The words of the hymns infused every aspect of 
church life, in particular the testimonies of the saints. 
It was quite common to hear testimonies begin with 
the lyrics of a hymn prior to an elaboration of how the 
truths of the hymn had become a reality in their lives. 
The nature of the hymns lent to easy memorization and 
expression and thus believers of all ages and stages 
were able to articulate the lyrical theology without much 
difficulty.
     Although the consistent use of hymns in 
contemporary worship has waned, they still remain 
important for the consistent reinforcement of 
theological truths in the life of the church. The centrality 
of preaching in Pentecostal worship means that 
preaching remains the primary means of theological 
reflection. However, the doxological and theological 
nature of hymnody continues to make it an important 
element that should be infused in congregational 
gatherings.

“The use of songs provides a unifying element that draws the Body of 
Christ together in worship, affirming what is believed and understood as 

the truths of the nature and character of God, the plan and purpose of God, 
and his actions in relationship with his creation.”
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Church Launch in North America
Praise Report for the Organization of Launch Out for 
Christ Ministries COCOP
 
     The pastor and members of Launch Out for Christ 
Ministries COGOP first want to thank God for finding us 
worthy of being a part of his great kingdom building. 
As stated in Luke 18:27 (RGT), “the things which are 
impossible with man are possible for God.” 
 The current crisis of life does not preclude our God 
from working wonders in life’s circumstances. Prior 
to the recognition as a new mission, Pastor Jhones 
Edwards initially started preaching in his basement 
to a social media audience (through Facebook and 
YouTube), endeavoring to spread the gospel, amidst 
the global shutdown. The Lord Jesus Christ was with 
us all the way! In spite of the difficulties, he sent us his 
ministering servants, our regional bishop—Bishop Levi 
Clarke, our district supervisor Bishop Denzel Lee, and 
local pastor Joan Skyers, as pivotal leaders of the region 
to help us during this time of launching. We can all say 
to this very point, “Hitherto, the LORD has helped us!”
 We were recognized as a new mission by Bishop 
Levi Clarke on August 18, 2020. With a small group of 
believers, we began with Saturday afternoon prayer 
meetings, evolving to online Sunday services on Zoom, 
before transitioning to in-person worship in a hotel 

conference room in January 2021, and live streamed on 
social media. Currently, we worship in an even larger, 
brighter, less expensive hotel conference room that also 
allows us to have children’s church during the Sunday 
morning worship service. In addition to our in-person/
online Sunday worship service, we also, as a church 
body, fellowship on Zoom for men’s ministry, youth 
ministry, Bible study, and prayer meeting, with women’s 
ministry meetings to be established in the near future. 
 Officiated by Bishop Levi Clarke, on Saturday June 
11, 2022, Launch Out for Christ Ministries COGO, was 
organized as a new church within the Church of God 
of Prophecy with 20 members. God provided us with 
tremendous support for the organization service. This 
launch and organization have been the fruit of regular, 
consistent individual and corporate prayer and fasting. 
Subsequently, we endeavor to continue in these 
disciplines, and we crave your continuous prayers.

New Church National Construction in Benin, 
Niger

 The church has already purchased this land in Porto-
Novo, the capital of Benin. You can see the facility that 
was previously used for our activities was unfortunately 
destroyed. With the land being supplied at this location, 

CATHY PAYNE, DMIN | GLOBAL MISSIONS MINISTRIES COORDINATOR
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the government requires a building that is worthy for 
the location; otherwise, the plot will be taken from us. 
We will use this location to build the national office of 
the church, the youth camp, the ladies’ retreat facility, 
and provide for leadership training and other national 
activities. Please pray for our progress. 
      Need: Reconstruction of the temple estimated has a 
value of $100,000. First phase of construction, $25,000; 
second phase, $25,000; third phase, $30,000; and the 
last phase, $20,000.

Niger

 I am very happy to share the information with you 
from a trip to Niger-Niamey to see the church.
The church in Niger now has 60 members not including 
the number of children who also attend. 
     The land you helped us to buy has allowed us to 
provide a place of worship. The church is growing fast.
The Lord is helping us. Please join us in praying for this 
church.

Thank you, 
Richard Kadato 

India Update: Persecution of Pastor

 A few days back, some anti-Christian groups came 
and attacked our Pastor Lalu Kirade, who is living on 
the border of Khandwa and Burhanpur district (Madhya 
Pradesh). They were praying for their daughter in their 
own house, and these men came and beat him up, 
breaking his leg, attacked and hit his wife and children, 
leaving his wife with a severe back injury and their 
children picked up and slammed to the ground. 
 Through Bishop Tim McCaleb’s help, we had 
purchased a few goats for them to raise. Those goats 
were also killed by these opponents. They stole their 
cow and their chickens too. When we tried to find out 
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the truth behind the attack, we 
came to know that due to the 
pastor’s prayer and ministry, many 
of the villagers have stopped 
drinking, and one had converted 
from Hindu to Christianity.  
 Please pray for this pastor and 
his family. Pray for the pastor’s leg 
to heal and no damage from so 
many internal injuries. 

Joshua Wijonamai
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Pakistan Flood Crisis

 Our pastor arrived yesterday after crossing several 
hurdles to share the news of the flooded area in the 
village. He requested urgent aid to fight the absolutely 
devastating effects of the flood. Many of our church 
people have lost their homes and goods. People are 
hungry for many days. The flooding also brings disease, 
especially malaria, dengue fever, etc. The immediate 
need is for tents, food, and medicine.  

Bishop Khan
National Bishop 
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WHAT A PURPOSE
WHAT A TASK
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 “We were in slavery under the elemental spiritual 
forces of the world. But when the set time had fully 
come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might 
receive adoption to sonship. Because you are his sons, 
God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit 
who calls out, ‘Abba, Father.’ So, you are no longer a 
slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God 
has made you also an heir” (Galatians 4:3–7 NIV).
 The birth of Jesus the Christ child was with a purpose 
which God the Father had designed to reconcile us, the 
world, to him though Christ.
 At this point in time, many of us know all too well 
John 3:16 (NIV): “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.” Many teach 
this verse to children as it is a memorable portion 
of Scripture to have within their memory bank. Yet 
Scripture tells us this was a conversation Jesus was 
having with a “Pharisee,” a member of the Sanhedrin, 
which was a ruling body of the Jews!
 In that “pericope” of the importance of being “born 
again” was John 3:17 as well: “For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 
the world through him.” The process of reconciling the 
world to himself is a tremendous undertaking task given 
to us!
 We are about eight billion souls on this planet. Within 
this world are peoples of various faiths, diverse moral 
beliefs, and ideals very opposite on the pendulum 
of our beliefs. Yet only “about 1/3 of this population 
practices some sort of Christianity,” according to World 
Population Review. Since God’s purpose was and is to 
“reconcile,” we must take this message of God’s love of 
the world to all peoples in this day and age, regardless 
of their belief system, morals, or ethics. “As it is written: 
‘There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no 
one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. 
All have turned away, they have together become 
worthless; there is no one who does good, not even 
one’” (Romans 3:10–12 NIV).
 We have a monumental task before us, and that is 
within this unjust and perverse generation we must be 
the light of the world and the salt of the earth. The gift of 
God in the Christmas season was a Savior to the world 
he had created some thousands of years before. He 
was sent to redeem, to reconcile, to save, and to justify 
all who would call upon his name! The proof is in the 
Gospels of his continual action of love toward peoples 
of “the world” of all nationalities. The sinners, the 
ungodly, the demon possessed, the adulterer caught in 
the act, the homosexual, the drunkard, the dope addict, 
and whosoever would call upon his name!

 Church of God, this message of “Reconciling the 
World to Christ” will not be a read-only document 
presented in a magazine or in a television program. 
Jesus said it well in his prayer in John 17:20 (NIV): “My 
prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who 
will believe in me through their message.”
 That prayer is not fully answered yet, as we still have 
lots to do in getting as many “reconciled” to God as we 
can. We have a message to share, and that is of God’s 
love to all humanity on this tremendous globe called 
earth, the world. Our time must be spent on sharing 
the gospel message with as many as will hear us. Just 
possibly by our daily living, the lost will see that we as 
Christians do have a Savior whose name is Jesus, and 
he is leading us in these difficult days to love and serve 
him as well as love and serve others, our neighbors, 
whoever they may be and whatever condition their life 
is in. I can say that their condition will be no better than 
yours or mine when someone shared the “message” of 
God’s love for us.
 One great example of reconciliation is John 8:2–6 
(NIV):
 

At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, 
where all the people gathered around him, and he 
sat down to teach them. The teachers of the law 
and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in 
adultery. They made her stand before the group and 
said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in 
the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us 
to stone such women. Now what do you say?” They 
were using this question as a trap, in order to have a 
basis for accusing him. 
But Jesus bent down and started to write on 
the ground with his finger. When they kept on 
questioning him, he straightened up and said to 
them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the 
first to throw a stone at her.” Again, he stooped down 
and wrote on the ground. At this, those who heard 
began to go away one at a time, the older ones 
first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still 
standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, 
“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned 
you?” 
“No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn 
you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of 
sin.” 

 It is in our to-do list as ministers of reconciliation to 
bring the message of forgiveness, no judgement, no 
condemnation, and most certainly no condoning of 
that sin.

Jesse Yañez is the Midwest (Colorado, Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska) Regional Bishop for the Church of God 
of Prophecy. Both he and his wife, Isabel, earned doctorates from Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary in 
2018 and have served in ministry since 1975. They have traveled extensively to many states and nations 
preaching and teaching in both English and Spanish.
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 Are you holding onto a promise God gave you that 
has not yet been fulfilled? Are you still hopeful that God 
is going to do what he said he was going to do? 
 As we read the familiar Nativity story, we see there 
were a lot of surprised people. We first think of the 
shepherds who were minding their sheep and their own 
business. They were surprised by the first “Breaking 
News” report—not from a newscaster, but from angels! 
Mary and Joseph were both a little taken aback by their 
roles in the story when they were first notified. Even 
King Herod had no warning until the Wise Men showed 
up; he had to hurriedly mobilize his forces. The birth 
of Christ was a divine encounter that took everyone by 
surprise—with one notable exception.  
 It’s not specifically mentioned in the Bible how old 

Simeon was, but one Orthodox tradition places him 
around 200 years old. The man described in Luke 2 as 
“righteous and devout” was, by divine providence, in 
the temple when Mary and Joseph brought Jesus for 
consecration. He was carrying a promise the Holy Spirit 
gave him. He had been assured by God that before his 
life was over and his heart stopped beating, he would 
behold the Son of God, the Christ child. “It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not 
die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by 
the Spirit, he went into the temple courts” (Luke 2:26, 
27 NIV). 
 Perhaps he received that word from the Holy Spirit 
as a young man, carrying it for years, always trusting 
that God was going to come through. His eyes would 

THE GOD
RECEIVER
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artist Alexei Egorov called “The God-Receiver” in his 
painting from the early 1800s. What a title! Many of the 
characters in the Bible have second names attached 
to them: “Father of Many,” “Supplanter,” “Rock,” “the 
Beloved,” “Doubting,” and “Sons of Thunder.” God-
Receiver is a powerfully wonderful thing to be called. 
 Today, in the age of cell phones and social media, 
newborn babies are quite the celebrities. Your friends or 
family members are having a baby, and one of the most 
fun things to do is to get there and welcome that child 
to the world. Then you make a call or send a picture 
or make a social media post, boasting to others, “Look 
who I’m holding! My sister had her baby!” “Really? Well, 
you know old Simeon from the temple? He just texted a 
selfie with the newborn Son of God!” Okay, Simeon, you 
win. What an awesome privilege to hold the Savior of 
the universe in your arms and to bless his name face-to-
face. “Oh, I want to see him, look upon his face, there to 
sing forever of his saving grace.” Simeon did that. 
 In his heartfelt song of praise, Simeon acknowledged 
the universal ministry of Christ, which transcended 
just being a leader of the Jewish people. He would be 
a light to all. After his song, however, he prophesied, 
“This child is destined to cause the falling and the rising 
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken 
against, so that the thoughts of many hearts would 
be revealed” (vv. 34, 35). Then, foreshadowing the 
crucifixion and the loss Mary herself would experience, 
he added, “And a sword will pierce your own soul too” 
(v. 35). 
 On this day, God blessed Simeon with the fulfillment 
of a longtime promise. But he also used this opportunity 
to bless God and this family by confirming the future 
ministry of the child. This “light of revelation” and 
“glory to Israel” would also be a divisive figure, sifting 
the righteous from the unrighteous, spotlighting the 
shameful thoughts of phony holy rollers. It wasn’t going 
to be an easy road, and Simeon was most likely the first 
one to truly acknowledge that. Pastors, try mixing in a 
little harsh reality into your next baby dedication and 
see what happens. 
 Then Simeon disappears. His biblical story finishes 
there, and I would imagine his life ended shortly 
thereafter, as he seemingly acknowledged by the word 
“dismiss.” The promise had been fulfilled, his number 
had finally been called, and he was faithful to the very 
end. 
 What has God promised you? Did the Holy Spirit 
speak life into a situation that seems hopeless right 
now? Hold on to that word. Did he tell you that “all 
things work together for the good of them that love the 
Lord”? Believe it. There will be a day of fulfillment, where 
you behold the glory of God just as Simeon did. Trust 
him.

behold that glory! Is it possible that in times of illness, 
he rested in that promise, knowing his time to die had 
not yet come? Having possibly lived for two centuries or 
more, if he himself didn’t struggle with doubts, maybe 
others around him were not as confident, watching his 
frail body deteriorate with each passing day. He may 
have assured them he would not die. He could have 
said, “I haven’t seen God yet. I have a promise. It’s not 
over until he says it’s over.” 
 During an afternoon volunteering at a nursing home, 
I couldn’t help but notice a bed-bound frail man who 
could no longer formulate words. His face was frozen 
into a shocked look, and he communicated nonverbally 
by raising hands and uttering grunts and sighs. A staff 
person referred to him as “Doc” and explained he’d 
spent a good portion of his energetic young life as a 
missionary medical doctor in foreign lands. He had 
given God the best years of his life and was now waiting 
for the final promise. In that home, he may have been 
forgotten by the world. But he still had God’s attention. 
His promise was coming. 
 Simeon had a word from God, a priceless treasure 
that others would only dream about. It was like holding 
a ticket to be among the first to meet the most amazing 
person who ever lived. But this was not a typical red-
carpet event. 
 Because Jesus’ journey would take such unexpected 
turns, his arrival was humble and quiet. There was a 
party and worship on the hillsides and at the manger, 
but not in the halls of power. It was all kept quiet. But 
God couldn’t help but whisper it to Simeon, his friend. 
He gave this righteous man advance notice. “Keep a 
lookout for my Son. He’s going to change everything.” 
 How would you like to have that type of relationship 
with God where he gives you that type of preview? 
Thirty years later, God would once again show his 
Fatherly pride, boasting to everyone at the Jordan River, 
“This is my beloved son in whom I am well pleased.” 
Even God shares good news with those who will listen. 
 Simeon took the Christ child in his arms and 
worshipped the Lord: 

Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
you may now dismiss your servant in 
peace. For my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you have prepared 
in the sight of all nations: a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory 
of your people Israel (Luke 2:29–32 
NIV). 

 Holding the Son of God, Simeon, who had spent 
his life as a righteous man and in fellowship with the 
Holy Spirit, changed from being a God-chaser to what 
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 God will not waste one lesson, one detail, one 
delicate thread woven into the tapestry of your life. 
Not one day you live is a throw-away. God knows how 
each moment fits into the plans he has for you. He has 
promised you a future and hope.
 Consider Jesus’ birth. A king ordered a census for 
the whole known world, but one little family ended up 
in the right place at the right time. Millions of people 
were forced to travel, but Joseph’s journey propelled 
him to his destiny. Mary made that same arduous trek, 
heavy with child, heavy with uncertainty, heavy with 
pain, without the comfort of her mother or familiar 
surroundings, yet none of what she went through was 
trivial or inconsequential. The hotel was full, and the 
hour was late, but all those seemingly random details 
have fueled a million sermons and songs and stories. In 
the middle of a thousand insignificant struggles, Hope 
was born.
 Christmas reminds us every year that God redeems 
pain and troubles and scribbles down the details. For 
eternity’s sake. All of the details in that story are told 
again and again. In them, we have hope.
     In Revelation, it says, “And the books were opened.” 
Not just the Lamb’s book of life, but your story and mine 
will be on display, “that in the ages to come he might 
shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:7). God 
sees and remembers what you have gone through, and 
he weaves and crafts it together for good. His promises 

endure.
 Hope is the belief that what is right now is not what 
can be. Hope convinces us that what we see and feel 
and experience right now can be better, fixed, healed. 
The Bible tells us in 1 Corinthians 13 that hope will 
always remain—right along with faith and love.
 Thirty-three years after that night in Bethlehem, Jesus 
was dead. He had suffered torture, massive blood 
loss, collapsed lungs, critical dehydration, and hours 
of indescribable pain. The details of that story point to 
cardiac and pleural effusion; a gruesome and medically 
verifiable death. Hopeless.
 But Jesus went to Golgotha with hope. He knew he 
would be resurrected. Resurrection power had flowed 
through him many times, and Scripture records he 
spoke of his own resurrection often. He talked about it 
so much that the religious leaders cited his claim as the 
reason they asked for armed guards at his tomb. Those 
leaders knew what Jesus was capable of. They had 
heard about Lazarus.
 In the account of the resurrection of Lazarus, we see 
that Martha had a little bit of hope. She spoke a few 
words to Jesus, and then he told her, “Your brother will 
rise again.”
 She didn’t get what he was saying. “Yes,” Martha said, 
“he will rise when everyone else rises, on the last day.”
 She thought Jesus meant someday. Jesus told her, “I 
am the resurrection and the life! Anyone who believes in 
me will live, even after dying.” She still didn’t understand 
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what Jesus was saying, the truth was too much to hope 
for, even though he was telling her very plainly. She 
needed more information to get it.
 So do we. We conclude that, for us, this story merely 
illustrates a purely spiritual concept. We are sure this 
story is only relevant to us because it teaches that Jesus 
will raise all who believe in him on a far-off day. We 
miss the beauty and power in his words to her and the 
enormity of the miracle that happened that day. It’s as 
if we take a step back and believe as Martha did that 
Jesus meant resurrection power is coming someday.
 Jesus was in that moment completely; he was talking 
to one family, on one specific day, about a miracle for 
one man. He was telling her, “I AM everything needed 
here. Right now. Does anyone here need a resurrection? 
Does anyone here need life? I am those things! Your 
brother believes in me, and he will live RIGHT NOW, 
even though he’s already dead.” Powerful!
 Jesus didn’t mean someday; he meant that day! 
We are still hung up on a someday hope we think is 
embedded in this story. Our takeaway is that Jesus will 
be the resurrection and the life “on that great gettin’ up 
morning.” But this was a miraculous, unwasted moment 
in the life of Lazarus. God scribbled down the details. 
He is showing us something glorious.
 I have experienced the miracles that come from 
hope. The miracles that hope brought to a specific day. 
A specific time. I looked too far gone, I looked hopeless; 
they said I would die in hours. People told me later they 

didn’t have enough faith to believe I would survive. 
But they prayed in hope. Some of the most desperate 
people are the most hopeful; sometimes, the poorest 
and the sickest put us to shame with their hope.
 The first Beatitude pronounces a blessing on those 
who lack, saying theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Where 
there is lack or poverty of any kind, God has made a 
hopeful promise. He has given to those who lack a 
kingdom filled with resources and help and provision. 
He has given to those who are poor a kingdom where 
there is unlimited power to triumph over the enemy. 
Hope has come!
 What is that thing you are hoping for? What do you 
lack? Romans 15:13 says God is the God of all hope. 
And if you do not feel his hope, if you are afraid to ask 
him for hope, if hope is not holding your hand and 
walking you through your troubles, this is my prayer 
for you: “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
 He has promised hope. He is not wasting your time or 
your troubles. He is scribbling down the details of your 
story. He will be glorified and will tell how you held on 
to hope in the ages to come.

—Marsha Robinson, Editor

God Scribbles
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 The stories of Martha and Mary are about more 
than two women with different temperaments. Their 
relationship with Jesus was instrumental in developing 
characteristics of discipleship. It’s the same for us today—
discipleship requires relationship.
 Martha welcomed Jesus and his disciples into her 
home. It was a matter of hospitality.
 Luke 10:38 (NIV): “As Jesus and his disciples were on 
their way, he came to a village where a woman named 
Martha opened her home to him.”
 The village of Bethany was the home of Martha, Mary, 
and Lazarus. Bethany was located on the eastern slope 
of the Mount of Olives, about two miles from Jerusalem. 
It was the starting point for the Palm Sunday procession.                    
 For first-century Jews like Martha, practicing 
hospitality was not merely a question of good manners. 
It was considered a mitzvah (commandment, an 
obligation).  Many believe the patriarch Abraham 
established the model for Jewish hospitality when he 
welcomed three travelers in Genesis 18. Travelers were 
provided water, food, a place to rest, care for their 
animals and protection.
  When Martha welcomed Jesus into her home, it was 
not without its risks. People were afraid of the reaction 
they would receive from relatives and the Jewish 
community as a whole for being a follower of Jesus 
(John 19:38; 9:22; 7:12, 13). Many leaders considered 
Jesus a blasphemer or possessed by Beelzebub 
(Matthew 9:3; Mark 3:22). They were waiting for their 
opportunity to put him to death (Luke 22:2). But Martha 
had grasped the truth about who Jesus was, and she 
made every effort to welcome him and his followers in 
her home. 
 The Gospels confirm the continued observance of 
this mitzvah (commandment, or obligation) during 
the first century. Matthew 10:5–11 tells us when Jesus 
sent out his disciples to minister among their fellow 
Galileans, he instructed them to take no provisions. 
They were to put their trust in God to care for them 
through the practice of Jewish hospitality. For those 

who were unwelcoming, Jesus gave a rebuke, “the very 
dust of their streets should be shaken from your feet” 
(Matthew 10:14). In addition to their disregard for the 
law and tradition, those who were unwelcoming would 
also be guilty of the greater offense of rejecting the 
gospel.
 With his itinerant style of ministry, Jesus also 
participated in Jewish hospitality. We often read that 
he entered the house. Today we welcome people into 
our homes for holidays and football parties, but how 
receptive are we to the idea of hospitality in our homes 
for the purpose of spiritual enrichment? In the first 
century, a home was often a meeting place (Romans 
16; Book of Acts). The first church in Acts 2 began in 
someone’s upper room on the Day of Pentecost. 
 Jesus was not only a recipient of hospitality; he also 
demonstrated the relationship between hospitality 
and evangelism. Luke 15:2 (NIV) tells us, “This man 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” Mark said Jesus 
ate a meal with “many tax collectors and sinners” in 
Matthew’s house (Mark 2:15).
 Throughout Jesus’ ministry, he was welcoming to 
those in need. Even though his earthly ministry was to 
the Jew first, there were exceptions (Matthew 8:5–13; 
15:21–28; John 4). He enlarged the principle and 
practice of hospitality by his actions and his teachings 
by saying, “If you greet only your own people, what are 
you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do 
that?” (Matthew 5:47 NIV). 
 Evangelism, via Spirit-led hospitality, migrated 
beyond immediate family and friends. In Acts 8, the 
gospel went further into Samaria. In Acts 10 to the 
Gentiles, and eventually throughout the Roman Empire 
(Acts 13). Hospitality was a key evangelist tool of the 
early church. Many believe the key to evangelism in the 
21st century is also hospitality. 
 Believers were welcoming to one another and 
extended hospitality to all for the sake of the gospel. 
They were known for their love, even for “the least of 
these.”
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Martha and Mary



 Matthew 25:35, 36 (NIV): “For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, 
I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 
in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I 
was sick, and you looked after me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit me.” 
 Like Martha, we can serve Jesus by 
practicing hospitality in our homes or in 
other ways. The word hospitality includes 
many forms of expression. First Peter 
4:10 (NIV) says, “each of you should use 
whatever gift you have received to serve 
others.” Hospitality, then, is an outward 
expression of loving God and loving others 
as yourself (Matthew 22:36–40) and should 
be characteristic of all believers. First John 
3:18 (NIV) says, “Dear children, let us not 
love with words or speech but with actions 
and in truth.” 
 While we were strangers to the promise 
of God, without hope in the world, God 
opened the door and invited us into his 
presence (Ephesians 2:12, 13). If we have 
accepted his invitation of hospitality, 
then we in turn have been commissioned 
to share the good news of this divine 
hospitality with those around us: “[God 
reconciled] us to himself through Christ 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation… 
and he has committed to us the message 
of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors” (2 Corinthians 5:18–20 NIV). 
 Jesus is preparing a place for us in his 
Father’s house (John 14:2–4). Let us imitate 
him by welcoming and serving others—even 
“the least of these.”  By doing so, we will 
take on new significance in the work of 
God on earth. To reach the lost, there must 
be some interaction. The gospel can be 
preached from different kinds of pulpits.
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It's the Most Wonderful Time 
of the Year

DR. MICHAEL PLUMLEY | FORMER ASSOCIATE DEAN FOR SPIRIT & LIFE SEMINARY

     "Since its 1963 release, the late singer Andy Williams’ 
delightful track, ‘It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the 
Year’ has continued to put listeners into a joyful spirit 
leading up to the holidays.”
 —Shea Lenninger, Billboard Magazine, 2018

 “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 
9:6).
 “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman” (Galatians 4:4).
 “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When 

as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before 
they came together, she was found with child of the 
Holy Ghost. . . . And she shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people 
from their sins. . . . Behold, a virgin shall be with child, 
and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name 
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. . . . 
And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn 
son: and he called his name Jesus” (Matthew 1:18, 21, 
23, 25).
 “But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them 
in her heart” (Luke 2:19).
 William S. Stob stated in his book, The Four Gospels: 
A Guide to Their Historical Background, Characteristic 
Differences, and Timeless Significance, “After the virgin 
birth of her Son, and the visit of the shepherds, for 
example, Luke notes, ‘But Mary kept all these things 
and pondered them in her heart’ (Luke 2:19). The word 
‘ponder’ means ‘to weigh in the mind,’ and this is the 
only time it is used in the entire New Testament.”
 Bader and Liesenfeld give the definition of “ponder” 
in their text, Mary: Four Weeks with the Mother of Jesus, 
as being, “to think about something carefully.”
 When reviewing the definition for the word “wonder” 
when used as a noun, the dictionary gives this meaning: 
“a feeling of surprise mingled with admiration caused 
by something beautiful, unexpected, unfamiliar, or 
unexplainable.” When used as a verb, the meaning is 
simply, “to be curious about something.”
 Many texts consider “ponder” and “wonder” as being 
synonyms that can be used interchangeably. 
Regardless of which word you use to reflect upon 
the birth of our Lord, it remains a thrilling, awesome, 
thought-provoking experience nonetheless. Author 
Max Lucado stated the following in his book God Came 
Near: 

God had entered the world as a baby. This 
baby had overlooked the universe. These rags 
keeping him warm were the robes of eternity. 
His golden throne room had been abandoned 
in favor of a dirty sheep pen. And worshiping 
angels had been replaced with kind but 
bewildered shepherds. 

 Mary pondered all of this in her heart. She wondered!

Mary pondered all of 
this in her heart. She 
wondered!
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 We tend to view the horrific Easter events 
surrounding the betrayal, arrest, beatings, and 
crucifixion of Jesus as being the epitome of 
catastrophe; and indeed, without doubt, they were. 
Even Jesus said, "Now is my soul troubled; and what 
shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this 
cause came I unto this hour” (John 12:27) and “To this 
end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world” 
(18:37). Christians consider Easter to be the ultimate, 
and we will not and shall not diminish the eternal 
significance of the Lord’s death! As brutal as it all was, 
we still survey the events of the wonderous cross with 
reverence and gratitude.
 But can we agree that as wonderful as our Lord’s 
sacrifice for us is and shall remain, had Christmas not 
occurred in all of its WONDER, there would never have 
been the events of the redemption? Christmas is the 
most wonderful time of the year!
 George Beverly Shea penned the words to “The 
Wonder of It All” in 1955. The chorus simply and 
emphatically says,

O, the wonder of it all!
The wonder of it all!
Just to think that God loves me.
O, the wonder of it all!
The wonder of it all!
Just to think that God loves me.

Sources
Bader, W., and Stefan Liesenfeld, eds. Mary: Four Weeks 
with the Mother of Jesus (Hyde Park, NY: New City Press, 
2008).
Lucado, M. God Came Near: Chronicles of the Christ 
(Portland, OR: Multnomah Press, 1987).
Stob, W. The Four Gospels: A Guide to Their Historical 
Background, Characteristic Differences, and Timeless 
Significance (Greenville, SC: Ambassador Group, 2007).

“To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world” (John 18:37).
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 It’s not too late, but it may be 
soon! Every year in late fall and into 
the first part of December, Global 
Missions Ministries asks you to help 
children’s homes and orphanages 
enjoy a joyous Christmas celebration! 
Gifts from loving COGOP people 
around the world provide a special 
meal, new clothes, and a new toy or 
gadget to all those children who are 
in our care. Global Missions Ministries, 
with assistance from the International 
Offices Financial Services department, 
also sends a small monetary gift at 
Christmas to each national/regional 
presiding bishop internationally to 
bless them and their family. 
 If you would like to help make 
Christmas special for our One Child 
Fund children or our international 
bishops, we have a few different 
ways in which you can give your 
tax-deductible gift. You may call 
423.559.5209, or online go to 
globalcogop.org/donate to use your 
credit card or routing number, or you 
can send a check or money order to:

Global Missions Ministries 
Christmas
Church of God of Prophecy 
P.O. Box 2910
Cleveland, TN 37320-2910

 If you give any gift towards OCF 
Christmas, you will receive a One Child 
Fund ornament (pictured). Send your 
gift today so that it is in time to make 
Christmas special for our children.

CHRISTMASTIME
It's

All Over
the World
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The first Christmas, the birth of our Savior, was 
completely about Christ. The angels filled the night sky 
singing praises to God and to the newborn Savior. The 
shepherds hurried to Bethlehem to see the baby and 
then told everyone what they had seen and heard. The 
wise men traveled far from their homes following an 
unusual star to the place where the Christ child lived. 
And Mary treasured all these miraculous events that 
surrounded the birth of her baby boy, the Son of God.

The name of the December 25 celebration still 
contains his name—CHRIST. But is Christmas all about 
CHRIST? Christmas usually involves many events, 
traditions, relationships—all wonderful activities, but 
they are not always Christ-focused. In the busyness of 
celebrating Christmas, how often we fail to celebrate 
Christ.

Celebrate CHRIST in your heart. Luke 2:19 gives us 
a glimpse into Mary’s celebration of her son’s birth, 
“But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered 
them in her heart.” Mary didn’t let one moment of the 
celebration escape her. And those memories lingered in 
her thoughts and emotions throughout her life. 

Celebrate CHRIST in your activities. Determine your 
priorities for this Christmas season.

Worship the Christ child in ministry/service to 
others. Make a list of your usual activities. Decide which 
activities fulfill your Christ-honoring priorities.
     Celebrate CHRIST with children. Determine what you 
want children to experience during this CHRISTmas 
season, and then plan some way to accomplish those 
goals. 

Good News!  A Christmas Devotion for Home or Church

Materials needed: Sample Birth announcement(s)—
Index cards with the following Bible references printed 
on them: Genesis 3:13, Isaiah 7:14, Psalm 2:7, Jeremiah 
23:5, Micah 5:2, Psalm 72:10, and Jeremiah 31:15 

Note: If presenting this activity in your ministry, ask 
parents to send the birth announcement of their child 
with them to your ministry session. If sharing this 
devotion with your immediate family, show your child 
their birth announcement or newspaper announcement. 
If you do not have either for your child, show them a 
sample of a birth announcement online. 

Introduction: Show the birth announcement, and 
discuss why and when announcements are sent. 
Explain that birth announcements are sent after the 
baby is born to give the details of the birth to family 
and friends.
Share: Did you know that there were more than 
300 announcements of Christ’s birth and that these 
announcements were made before he was born, 
hundreds of years before he was born? Men of God 
called prophets made these announcements. The 
announcements were made so that the Israelites 
would expect and recognize Jesus when he came. 
If someone told you 300 facts about someone you 
never met, do you think you would recognize him?
Activity: Show the index cards containing the Scripture 
references. Work with the children to look up the verse 
and discover what the prophecy announced about 
Jesus’ birth. These verses reveal: 

• Jesus would be born of a woman (Genesis 3:15).
• He would be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14).
• He was the son of God (Psalm 2:7).
• He descended from the house of David (Jeremiah 

23:5).
• He would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2).
• He’d be presented with gifts (Psalm 72:10).
• Herod would threaten his life (Jeremiah 31:15).
Discuss how Jesus’ birth fulfilled every one of these 

prophecies. Share how some people recognized him 
when he came. The wise men that brought presents 
knew he was the Messiah. The shepherds who visited 
recognized him as Savior. Simeon and Anna rejoiced 
over him at the temple in Jerusalem. 

Others did not recognize him as the Messiah, the 
Savior. When he grew up, they crucified him on a cross 
even though he had never done anything wrong. 
Explain that he died for our sins, and we can recognize 
him as God’s Son by confessing our sins and believing 
that he died for the wrong things we have done. Lead 
the child in praying a prayer of gratitude for their 
Savior whose birth we celebrate at Christmas.
Additional Application: Give the child a plain index 
card. Ask her or him to create an announcement of 
Jesus’ birth that would help someone recognize him 
as God’s Son and Savior today.

Making Christmas All 
About Christ

BISHOP SHAUN McKINLEY, PhD | INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 



WWM  D ECEM BER  202 2      25



26      WWM  D ECEM BER  202 2

 The lyrics to the song “More than Wonderful” sung 
by Sandi Patty and Lionel Harris is not a traditional 
Christmas song like “Jingle Bells,” “O Come, All Ye 
Faithful,” or “Joy to the World.” Yet this song conveys a 
divine truth about the Christ of Christmas that is eternal 
in scope, pregnant with hope, a fulfilled prophecy, and 
that delivered the covenant promises of God’s love to 
God’s people. 
The song says, 

He promised us that He would be a counselor, 
A Mighty God and the Prince of Peace. 
He promised us that He would be a Father, 
And that He would love us with a love that 
would not cease. 
Well, I tried Him, and I found His promises are 
true. 
He’s everything He said that He would be. 
The finest words I know could not begin to tell 
just what Jesus really means to me. 

I stand amazed when I think that the King of 
glory 
Should come to dwell within the heart of man. 
I marvel just to know He really loves me, 
When I think of who He is, and who I am. 

For He’s more wonderful than my mind can 
conceive, 
He’s more wonderful than my heart can believe. 
He goes beyond my highest hopes and fondest 
dreams. 
He’s everything that my soul ever longed for, 
Everything He’s promised and so much more. 
More than amazing, More than marvelous. More 
than miraculous could ever be, 
He’s more than wonderful, 
That’s what Jesus is to me. 

 He’s more! Matthew 1:23 tells us, “Behold, a virgin 
shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they 
shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted 
is, God with us.” No matter how deep our theology, 
exhaustive our knowledge, extreme our imagination, 
and extensive our vocabular might be, HE is more!
 The book of Romans tells us, “His ways are past 
finding out.” That’s because he’s more than the central 
figure of the virgin birth, more than a baby wrapped 
in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger, and more 
than Jesus crucified. Words can never express fully the 
greatness and glory of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Son of God, King of kings, and Lord of lords. 
 And what makes him more than amazing, powerful, 
and wonderful? HE IS GOD (Emmanuel) WITH US! May 
an abiding sense of the omnipresence of EMMANUEL 
be with you this Christmas. And may you experience his 
more than wonderful presence in the days and years to 
come!

Merry Christmas!

He's More!

LEADERSHIP

Bishop Jeffery Davis
Executive Director

Leadership Development  
and Discipleship
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O 
Come
All
Ye

Faithful 

 The carol, “O Come, All Ye Faithful,” or “Adeste Fideles,” was penned in 
Latin around 1743, and then translated into English in 1841. It is a firm call 
for God’s people to gather with victorious joy as they ponder the “King of 
Angels” in Bethlehem’s manger. The first verse puts out the invitation.

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
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     The chorus, repeated again and again, calls us to 
adore him, to regard him with loving admiration and 
devotion, and to worship him and honor him as the 
divine Christ, Messiah, and Lord.

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord.

 The second verse of the Latin hymn doesn’t appear 
in many hymnals, but extols Christ as the incarnate 
God, using phrases drawn from the ancient Nicene 
Creed. Many people today, even some Christians, look 
at Jesus in the manger as a sweet baby who grew up 
to live a good life, but they do not acknowledge him as 
God. Verse 2 reminds us that even in the manger this 
baby is God himself, who has existed eternally, and is of 
the same substance as God in human flesh.

True God, of true God, 
Light from Light Eternal, 
lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb; 
Son of the Father, 
begotten, not created.

 Verse 3 invites the celestial chorus, the mighty 
angel army that appeared to the shepherds outside of 
Bethlehem, to join in the adoration.

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, glory in the highest.

 The angel host surely felt at home worshipping with 
thousands of others before the throne of God but now 

they were sent to an obscure Judean hillside, to praise 
God to a handful of frightened shepherds. They were 
there to announce and celebrate the coming of God 
to earth, embodied in a newborn baby. They sang their 
hearts out, and we, citizens of heaven above by faith, are 
invited to do the same.
 Verse 4 is a welcome, a greeting, to the newborn 
King.

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given! 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing.

 “Word of the Father” recalls the first lines of John’s 
Gospel, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). John 
observed, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (v. 14).
 Jesus is that living, glorious Word spoken into 
the world as “God with us” and into our lives as our 
personal Savior, Redeemer, and friend. Jesus is a sure 
word that could not return void to the Father but just as 
he accomplished our salvation with his atoning work on 
Calvary, the living Word is still accomplishing salvation, 
healing, deliverance, provision for all who will believe 
he is come in the flesh to us. And so, we proclaim in 
song, "Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!"
 When we sing "O Come, All Ye Faithful," we are 
reaffirming that the baby in Bethlehem's manger is 
indeed God in human flesh, Christ the Lord.
 When we sing this song in worship, we join a chorus 
of voices similarly called to sing its words and adore our 
King through the centuries, believers throughout the 
ages, and the angel chorus that appeared on Christmas 
morning on the hills of Bethlehem.

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.

 He is worthy of all our praise!

—White Wing Messenger Staff
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In His Presence

HERITAGE MINISTRIES

When it comes to naming those who have had a 
lasting influence upon multiple generations of leaders 
in the Church of God of Prophecy and mobilized 
our church to reach millions around the world, there 
are few that equal the ministry of Jose A. Reyes, Sr. 
It would be impossible for us to measure all that has 
been accomplished because of his ministry which 
spanned more than 50 years; however, with his 
passing, it is wise to pause and reflect with grateful 
hearts on the contributions he made as an ambassador 
for Christ and this church.

Licensed as a minister in August 1964, his earliest 
contributions can be traced back as a pastor of a small 
congregation in Río Piedras, Puerto Rico. In 1967, he 
began transmitting his first radio program from the 
local church during Holy Week. Little did Brother Reyes 
know that as he embraced those earliest technologies 
for Kingdom purposes, he was also taking the first step 
toward a divine calling to share the gospel using media.

In 1968, he was appointed to work at our 
International Offices of the Church of God of Prophecy 
in Cleveland, Tennessee. This life-changing step of 
obedience would position Brother Reyes to become a 
leading voice for evangelism, leadership, and ministry 
development in our movement, particularly blessing 
our Hispanic ministries worldwide. Most notably, 

in his service as director of the Spanish-language 
Communications ministry, he ministered on more than 
4,000 television and radio stations. It has been estimated 
that potentially 50 million listeners were impacted 
by the Spanish Voice of Salvation ministry. Additional 
appointments, oftentimes held simultaneously with other 
assignments, included the national overseer of Puerto 
Rico and Spanish Field Secretary. Later in his ministry, he 
would be selected to serve as an administrative assistant 
to the general overseer, then general presbyter.

This grateful church honors Jose A. Reyes, Sr.'s 
ministry and legacy. On behalf of the global family of 
the Church of God of Prophecy, we want to express 
our sincere gratitude for Brother Reyes’ service and 
leadership. As a result of his ministry, this Church is alive 
and well, reaching the nations of the world with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

It’s my prayer that God will not only comfort the 
Reyes family but that those influenced by Brother Reyes’ 
ministry will renew their commitment to faithfully serve 
our Master until he calls us home.

Reconciling the world to Christ through the power of 
the Holy Spirit,

Bishop Tim Coalter
Presiding Bishop

JOSE REYES, TRAILBLAZER
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     This story is based on the account in Luke 1:26–38. 
Imagine a typical day in first-century Israel, on the 
outskirts of Natzeret. The sun is fully up; its light and 
warmth are rejuvenating. Sounds come from each 
house; mothers and daughters are scurrying about, 
accomplishing their daily tasks before the heat of the 
day descends. The fathers and sons have been gone for 
hours; working men never wait for daylight. In one non-
descript home, a mother is leaving for the market.     
 “Miryam,” the mother calls from the path in front of 
their house, “I’ll be back in a while. Make sure you finish 
the mending.” Miryam’s mother hums a little tune as she 
heads down the dusty path to the market. 
 The house becomes quiet. Miryam exhales slowly, 
soothed by the stillness. A young girl likes to be alone 
with her thoughts and dreams—and the family mending.
 It is not hard to imagine her sitting in the sunlight, 
stitching up tears, absentmindedly daydreaming. Her 
mind wanders to her future husband, the good and kind 
Yosef. She looks forward to being the carpenter’s wife, a 
respected woman with children of her own.  
 Suddenly, an unexpected sound draws her head up 
in an instant. Standing in the doorway is a man—a tall 
man—bathed in light! Miryam’s mind races. Who is this? 
What does he want? 
 The shining man speaks. “Shalom, Daughter upon 
whom the favor of the Lord is resting!” he fairly shouts. 
“Adonai is with you!”
 What kind of greeting is that? Does he know me? 
Should I cry for help?  
 The man stoops to enter the door. His tone changes. 
“Do not be afraid, Miryam,” he says gently. “You have 
found favor with God.”
 Breathe, Miryam. Listen to what he is saying. 
 “You will be with child and give birth to a son and are 
to give him the name Yeshua.”
 With child? What? That’s not possible. Where did this 
man come from? He sounds important. Where is my 
mother?
 “He will be great and will be called Son of the 
Ha’Elyon. The Lord God will give him the throne of his 
father David, and he will reign over the house of Yaakov 
forever; his kingdom will have no end!”
 Be brave, Miryam. Ask him what you are wondering. 
Mary finally speaks. “How can this happen?” She drops 
her head and softly says to the stranger, “I am a virgin.”
 “The Ruach HaKodesh will come upon you,” he 

MARSHA ROBINSON | EDITOR

answers, “and the power of Ha’Elyon will overshadow 
you. So, the Holy One you will bear will be called the 
Son of God.”
 This is impossible. I am unmarried. A peasant’s 
daughter from a tiny village. Why would God call me to 
be the mother of his Son? 
 Then the visitor drops another shocking statement: 
“Your cousin Elisheba in Judea is six months pregnant. 
So, you see, Miryam, everything spoken by God is 
possible.” Then he is silent, waiting.
 Did she weep? Did she hesitate? Did she fully grasp 
that God was trusting her to carry out this remarkable 
mission for him?
 Miryam speaks quietly but clearly: “I am the Lord’s 
servant. May it be to me as you have said.”
 Her mother returns. 
 “You seem flushed, girl,” the mother says. “Are you all 
right?”
 “Yes, mother, I’m fine.” The mother looks 
disappointed as she surveys the pile of unfinished 
mending but then wordlessly sets about putting away 
her purchases.
 “Mother,” Miryam says. “I would like to visit Cousin 
Elisheba in Judea. Do you think that would be all right 
with Father?”
 “Now whatever put that thought in your head? We 
will see, Miryam, we will see. I will talk to your father. 
Now help me prepare dinner.”
 “Yes, mother. Let me tell you about a visitor who 
stopped by today.”
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