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WE BELIEVE in the Holy Trinity—one God, 
eternally existing in Three Persons: Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one God, the Father, creator of 
heaven and earth, of all things seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father. 
All things were made through Him and for Him. 
He is true God and true man. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and was born of 
the virgin, Mary. He suffered, died, was buried, 
and on the third day He rose from the dead. He 
ascended to the right hand of the Father, and He 
will return to judge the living and the dead. His 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver 
of life, who eternally proceeds from the Father. 
He is Teacher, Comforter, Helper, and Giver 
of spiritual gifts. Through Him the saving and 
sanctifying works of Jesus Christ are applied 
to the life of believers. He is the empowering 
presence of God in the life of the Christian and 
the church. The Father has sent His Son to baptize 
with the Holy Spirit. Speaking in tongues and 
bearing the fruit of the Spirit are New Testament 
signs of being filled with the Holy Spirit. 

We believe that salvation is by grace through 
faith in the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross and that He died in our place. The believer’s 
sins are forgiven by the shedding of His blood. 
We believe that healing of mind, body, soul, and 
spirit is available to the believer through the 
blood of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy 
Spirit. We believe in one baptism in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

We believe that the grace of God brings forgiveness 
and reconciliation to those who repent, as well as 
transformation in holiness, enabling them to live a 
Christ-like life. Sanctification is both a definite work 
of grace and a lifelong process of change in the 
believer brought by the blood of Jesus, the Word 
of God, and the enabling power of the Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one holy, universal church, 
composed of all true believers in Jesus Christ, 
offering fellowship and calling for service to 
men and women of all races, nations, cultures, 
and languages. We believe in the spiritual and 
ultimate visible unity of the church. 

We believe that the Bible—both Old and New 
Testaments—is the inspired Word of God. The 
Bible is God’s revelation of Himself and His 
will to humankind, sufficient for instruction in 
salvation and daily Christian living. The Bible is 
the Christian’s rule of faith and practice. 

We believe that God will ultimately reconcile all 
things in heaven and earth in Christ. Therefore, 
we look forward to new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells.
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Church of God of Prophecy

Upon hearing of Solomon’s fame, the queen of 
Sheba journeyed 1500 miles by camel across desert 
lands to see for herself if what she had heard was true. 
As her visit with Solomon was coming to an end, she 
said, “I did not believe the words until I came and saw 
with my own eyes: and indeed, the half was not told 
me. Your wisdom and prosperity exceed the fame of 
which I heard. Happy are your men and happy are 
these your servants who stand continually before you” 
(1 Kings 10:7, 8). The happiness of the servants gave 
witness to the greatness of the king.

The account of the queen of Sheba’s visit tells one 
of the most intriguing and fascinating stories in the 
Book of Kings. Even Jesus referenced it in Matthew 
12:42, saying, “The queen of the South will rise up 
in the judgement with this generation and condemn 
it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon: and indeed, a greater than 
Solomon is here.” 

A great privilege has been afforded us to serve the 
One who is greater than Solomon, Jesus Christ. Serving 
the Lord often carries the idea of living for Him and 
dedicating our lives to His pleasure. Paul underscored 
this aspect of serving the Lord in his letter to the 
Romans when he said that we are to present our bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is our 
reasonable service (Romans 12:1). When we testify 
that we are “serving the Lord,” this may be what most 
often comes to mind, that we are living for Jesus. This 
is certainly important; however, the broader question 
begs an answer: As servants of the One who is greater, 
what are we doing for Him? How are we serving Him? 
Jesus answered this question by saying:

When we give food to the hungry, we are serving Him.
When we give drink to the thirsty, we are serving Him.
When we take in strangers, we are serving Him.
When we clothe the naked, we are serving Him.
When we visit the sick, we are serving Him.
And when we go into the prisons, we are serving  

 Him.

Whatever we do to one of the least of these, we are 
doing it to Him (Matthew 25:40). Paul expressed this 
same idea in his letter to the Colossians, saying, “And 
whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not 
to men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the 
reward of the inheritance: for you serve the Lord Christ” 
(Colossians 3:23-24). It is this service that is a core value 
of the Church of God of Prophecy. When we serve 
others, we are, in fact, serving the Lord. 

There are many who excel in serving, but I often 
think of an elder lady who attended the local church 
I pastored several years ago. She was not a singer, 
musician, speaker, or teacher. In fact, she had no desire 
to be “up front,” but she had a heart to serve. Without any 
fanfare or official appointment, she began a card ministry, 
sending cards to members of the congregation for 
birthdays, anniversaries, when they were sick, or whatever 
the occasion called for. This had to be a great sacrifice 
because of her meager means, but she did it with such 
joy. When one of the retired ministers who attended the 
local church learned of her card ministry, he wanted to 
be a part, so he began secretly providing the stamps for 
mailing. Another in the church who happened to work 
as a sales representative for a greeting card company 
also wanted to share in this ministry and began providing 
stacks of cards to this dear lady. All who served in this 
ministry did it heartily, i.e., out of the soul, willingly, with 
all their heart, as to the Lord. 

Regardless of whom we 
serve, how we serve, or where 
we serve, we only have an 
audience of one, “for we serve 
the Lord Christ.” Serve the 
Lord with gladness so that 
others will see the greatness 
of our King and testify that the 
half has not been told.

Serve the Lord with gladness…

FACING FORWARD



CONNECTIONS
     In 1903, a small group of spiritual pioneers, led by 
the Holy Spirit, determined in their hearts to follow more 
closely to Christ. They banded together in love and 
patterned a movement after the Spirit-filled Christianity 
exhibited in the book of Acts. Love and holiness were, 
to them, the hallmarks of the true church. Those few 
became a mighty band of fervent believers who carried 
God’s love from the foothills of Appalachia to all the 
world. 
     Today, as always, the Church of God of Prophecy 
remains committed to the Scriptures, each other, and 
reconciling the world to Christ. How do we do that? By 
serving. Jesus gave us the ministry of reconciliation, his 
ministry, and Jesus served.
     This Church is a vibrant, worldwide body of believers, 
united in worship, working together to serve and share 
God’s love in this ministry of reconciliation! We have a 
message of hope for the world! 
     At its core, the Church esteems and works to 
uphold the values of prayer, the harvest, leadership 
development, biblical stewardship, and service. Today 
the Church of God of Prophecy has more than one 
million members, in 10,000 places of worship, in 135 
nations! We are truly a global church serving as one 
body to reconcile the world to Christ! 
     The fifth core value of the Church of God of Prophecy 
is Service. Jesus served. He calls his followers to serve. 
     Across the world, Church of God of Prophecy 
leaders, churches, and members serve their 
communities in a myriad of ways. They serve through 
community events; they partner with charitable 
organizations to help those in need. 

Cleanup campaigns, 
emergency aid when disaster strikes, 
youth sports leagues, 
afterschool programs, 
care for the elderly, 
food pantries, 

as well as teaching, 
preaching, 
giving, 
cooking, 
cleaning, 
helping, 
providing transportation. 

     There are as many ways to serve as there are Church 
of God of Prophecy congregations. Our people serve. 
And as we serve like Jesus, we will introduce them to 
him and his ministry of reconciliation. He gave us HIS 
ministry. We are to reconcile 
the world to him. 

Service Reconciles

Marsha Robinson
Editor

White Wing Messenger
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     One of the principal rules of religion is, to lose no 
occasion of serving God. And, since he is invisible to 
our eyes, we are to serve him in our neighbor; which he 
receives as if done to himself in person, standing visibly 
before us. —John Wesley

     Our most excellent service to God is through our 
service to others. Jesus modeled service by doing his 
Father’s will, meeting the needs of others, and men-
toring his disciples in servant leadership. One of the 
most significant examples Jesus gives us is washing the 
disciples’ feet. The towel of service was placed around 
his waist, and the posture of humility was exampled 
when he knelt before the feet of those followers. A voice 
of descent was quickly silenced when it was understood 
that service is an outcome of kingdom relationships.  

 The church is commissioned to provide spiritual 
service through the ordinances. We gather around the 
Lord’s table to share in Jesus’ sacrificial service of rec-
onciliation to the world. Washing of the saints’ feet puts 
us into the posture of service. Baptism is our testimony 
of God’s goodness in salvation. The minister provides a 

vital service when they make these ordinances available.

 Churches that serve their community are being the 
hands and feet of Jesus. The message of salvation 
without the practice of that same message lacks con-
firmation. When we feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
visit the shut-ins or those in prison, and give water to 
the thirsty, we prove that we have been transformed 
through faith. Our service is the purist reflection of our 
love. The greatest commandment, to love God and 
neighbor, is not different imperatives. We love our 
neighbor because the love of God dwells within us. We 
love because he first loved us.

 There are many ways for the believer to serve others. 
The needs of our world are many. I give honor to New 
Beginnings Worship Center COGOP in Somerset, Ken-
tucky. The pictures are just a few examples of service in 
which they have taken part. Service must be at the fore-
front of all the essential measures of a healthy church. 
The concluding statement of service as a core value of 
COGOP is, “Our people serve!” I can certainly say that 
of New Beginnings.  

O U R  P E O P L E

Bishop Richard D. Ramsey is the new state bishop for the COGOP in Alabama. Prior to this, he served in 
pastoral ministry for nearly 30 years and the New Beginnings COGOP in Somerset, Kentucky for the past 12. 
Bishop Ramsey earned an MEd in Human Counseling and Development from Lindsey Wilson College and is 
working toward a Doctor of Ministry with a focus in Clinical Counseling from Pentecostal Theological Seminary.

BISHOP RICHARD RAMSEY | STATE BISHOP, ALABAMA
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     When I was younger, I mean way younger, I watched 
my parents serve often. I remember standing forever 
after late General Assembly services so Daddy could 
stop and speak with people. He never hesitated. We 
were always exhausted as was he, but he stopped 
anyway. He spoke to people. He consoled people. He 
helped people. He never turned anyone away. Ever. In 
those moments, he taught us the importance of being 
present in the moment, listening to people, and serving 
the needs of others. 
 I remember going home with Mom after late General 
Assembly evenings. She was the consummate hostess 
and delighted in cooking meals and entertaining 
people in our home no matter how late it was. She 
always had food prepared and was ready to entertain 

at the drop of a hat. I remember grumbling as we 
kids helped set the table (sorry, Mom), but she never 
complained no matter how tired she was. In those 
moments, she taught us the importance of being 
present in the moment, listening to people, and serving 
the needs of others. 
 As I have gotten older, I have watched them 
continue to serve with excellence, and here’s my 
hypothesis: they love doing it. They don’t serve 
because they have to, and they don’t serve to be seen. 
They serve because they enjoy loving people. They 
enjoy doing what they can for others. They love serving 
God by serving people. There’s something in that right 
there that I want to point out—the right kind of serving 
brings joy. 

FUN FACT: Serving is great for the ones we serve, but it’s great for us too.

THE SIMPLE TRUTH ABOUT



COMMUNITY SERVING
Small Churches DO Make a Difference

Here are a few ideas small churches can use to serve 
their communities for Christ.

n Conduct a Fun Fall Bash so kids have a safe place             
to get candy.

n Hold a spring fling complete with snacks and take-
home food bags for those attending.

n Sponsor and host a car care class with a reliable         
mechanic.

n Participate in disaster relief projects around the 
community.

n Partner with the local elementary school to read to 
students.

n Provide snacks for the local elementary school 
teachers and staff. Make sure to send chocolate.

n Go Christmas caroling in local nursing homes,     
rehab centers, and assisted living facilities or to 
the sick and shut-ins.

n Sponsor families to provide Christmas.
n Take care baskets to local first responders.
n Make and give out care packages to the homeless.
n Do a drive-thru event to give out hotdogs, chips, 

and water, and pray with those in the car.
n Give out cold water or popsicles at the park in the 

community.
n Call the local schools, see what supplies they 

need, and help to meet those needs.
n Pay for lunch for a few kids who are behind in the 

lunchroom.
n Volunteer at the local food pantry or shelter.

The goal isn’t more ministry. The goal is more 
effective ministry. 

 Joy is something we all crave, desire, and need. 
Joy is, in fact, on the list found in Galatians 5:22, 23 
(NKJV): “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.” 

TIP: This thing called joy can be found in serving others. 
When we serve, if we’re serving the right way, we put 
ourselves aside to help others with humility, selflessness, 
and purpose.

Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, 
if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of 
the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill 
my joy by being like-minded, having the 
same love, being of one accord, of one 
mind. Let nothing be done through selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind 
let each esteem others better than himself. Let 
each of you look out not only for his own 
interests, but also for the interests of others 
(Philippians 2:1–4 NKJV).

 When we serve, we bring hope and help to others, 
and God fills our hearts with joy. How awesome is that? 
Serving others is an honor, and we should not dismiss 
it or take it lightly. We know that Jesus came to be the 
ultimate sacrifice for our sins, but check this out: while 
he was on this earth, he served.

Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever 
desires to become great among you, let him 
be your servant. And whoever desires to be 
first among you, let him be your slave—just as 
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many 
(Matthew 20:26–28 NKJV).

 Serving is not about us really, but it sure is fulfilling 
and thrilling to be the hands and feet of Jesus in the 
world. Serve well.

Glynis Varlack Allgood is currently in her twelfth year serving as Music and Administrative Pastor for Bellshire 
Ministries Church of God of Prophecy in Nashville, Tennessee. Glynis is active in worship, teaching, and 
preaching ministry. She facilitates workshops on vocal technique and performance. She also serves as Worship 
Ministries Coordinator for the Churches of God of Prophecy in Tennessee. She has one daughter who is pursuing 
a music degree at Lee University in Cleveland. cogopmusic.com

GLYNIS VARLACK ALLGOOD  | EXECUTIVE PASTOR, BELLSHIRE CHURCH, TENNESSEE

"They don’t serve because they have to, and they don’t serve 
to be seen. They serve because they enjoy loving people." 

WWM  N OV EM BER  202 2      9



 Pastor's wife Diane Haun was recently interviewed by 
the editor of the White Wing Messenger. When asked how 
her church serves, Sister Haun responded:

Watertown Church of God of Prophecy (in 
Watertown, Tennessee) is a small congregation. 
We average 30 people worshiping together 
each Sunday. God has done big things in our 
community and church because our people are 
willing to be used by him. We have had food 
drives, sock drives, blanket drives, and coat 
drives for the homeless. We’ve taken food and 
toiletry bags to the homeless camps where 
we also pass out Bibles. We have collected 
massive amounts of water for those in need 
after natural disasters. We are one of the 
smallest churches in the state, I think, but the 
love of God that rests in the walls of our little 
church is huge. These pictures help tell a small 
part of our story.

WATERTOWN CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECYServes

This is a poem written about Watertown 
Church by one of the homeless brothers 
at the Nashville Rescue Mission. He is a 
precious man who always makes his way 
to the mission on the nights the church 
serves.
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Our church collected 
items for Middle 
Tennessee tornado 
victims. We turned 
our sanctuary into a 
storehouse for those 
in need. Our children 
served those who 
needed help by taking 
items to their vehicles. 
We also delivered 
food and cleaning 

supplies to those that couldn’t get to the church. 
This endeavor turned into a COVID-19 relief center. 
We distributed toilet tissue, hand sanitizer, and 
bleach for a couple of months to those that couldn’t 
get any. Also, those who couldn’t work due to 
COVID-19 were served with grocery items, cleaning 
supplies, and baby needs.

We provided hurricane relief for Texas. We filled 
the largest U-haul truck and took it to one of our 
churches in one of the most devastated areas in 
Texas. Our youth and adults worked around the 
clock collecting items, packing them, and loading 
the truck. 

Two of our ladies heard the 
call from God to go pray for 
Pastor Codge Carter and his 
family in Texas. Neither of them 
knew this family and had only 
seen them once. Both stepped 
completely out of their comfort 
zone and made the very long 
trip. There were no pictures 
taken of them with the Carter 
family. Neither even took a 
phone inside. They were on 
business for the King! This is 
a picture of them in the hotel 
they slept in for six hours 
before returning home. They 
were there and back in a day 
and a half. Britni and Ginger left 
Texas with a new appreciation 
of the Great Commission!

Community chili and 
hot dogs. Watertown 
served food to the 
community and offered 
to-go containers for 
those that might need 
help with food for the 
week. Many came 
from the community 
and surrounding 
communities. Becky 
Moss never left her post 
and served everyone with a 
smile!

More Serving!
The church had 40 days of prayer open to the community. There were several saved and two delivered. Many 
lives were changed. Everyone met at the church from 6–9 p.m. each night for more than six weeks to pray for the 
community.

During the pandemic, a Feed Our Neighbors campaign was organized to feed the elderly. Watertown Church 
cooked and provided 20 homes with food daily for a year as well as making sure they had toiletries and other 
household supplies.
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     Human needs remain the same across all cultures 
and times. People from all continents need food, 
water, sleep, and oxygen. They need shelter and 
clothing, family, and friends. All people need to feel 
valued, that they contribute to society, and that they can 
find meaning in their lives. And, most importantly, all 
people that have ever lived or ever will live need to be 
reconciled with their Creator, to know and love him, and 
to be assured of an eternal destiny in his presence. 

     Ultimately, God is the source from which every 
human need is met. As our Creator, he understands 
what we need better than anyone else. Psalm 23 
shows how well God understands our needs and how 
lovingly and perfectly he meets those needs. To give 
this familiar Scripture a fresh look, let’s look at it in a 
modern language: 

     The Lord is my shepherd; I have all that I need. He 
lets me rest in green meadows. He leads me beside 
peaceful streams. He renews my strength. He guides 
me along right paths, bringing honor to his name. Even 
when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be 
afraid, for you are close beside me. Your rod and your 
staff protect and comfort me. You prepare a feast for 
me in the presence of my enemies. You honor me by 
anointing my head with oil. My cup overflows with 
blessings. Surely your goodness and unfailing love will 
pursue me all the days of my life, and I will live in the 
house of the Lord forever (Psalm 23 NLT). 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD KNOWS OUR NEEDS 

     This Scripture is a beautiful picture of what it 
means to have all of our needs met: 

• Physical needs: Rest and food in the meadow,   
 fresh water from the stream. 

• Security needs: Being protected and free from fear. 

• Belonging needs: Surrounded by unfailing love. 

• Self-esteem needs: Singled out for honor by being  
 anointed with oil. 

• Eternal needs: Eternity spent in the presence of  
   the Lord. 

     God serves our needs out of his great love for us, 
and he expects us to love others in the same way. 
Shortly before Jesus had to leave his disciples to 
return to heaven, he gave them instructions: “A new 
command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another” (John 13:34 NIV). 
Jesus commands us to love as he loved. Jesus loved 
people by meeting their needs. As a Christ-follower, 
you have the opportunity, privilege, and obligation to 
love people by meeting their needs. 

STEPS FOR RECOGNIZING AND SERVING THE NEEDS 
OF OTHERS

First Step: Observe the need.

     You can’t meet a need if you don’t know about it. 
It’s very easy to see the young people in your ministry 
week after week and not really know what they need. 
It’s important to notice what goes on with the people 
to whom you minister. An observed need could be 
obvious or subtle. It could be an individual need or a 
need that is widespread in the community. The need 
could be spiritual, emotional, or physical. Pray for your 
eyes to be open to the needs around you.

Second Step: Evaluate specific ways to meet the need. 

     When you notice a need, start thinking of what 
can be done to meet the need. Remember that your 
resources are limited, but God’s resources are limitless, 
and prayer can bring inspiration and resources beyond 
your expectations.

Third Step: Plan the ministry to meet the need.

     Think things through before acting in haste. Taking 
time to plan saves time and mistakes later on. Planning 
includes determining the actions that need to be taken 
and a target time for each action. As you plan, pray. 
Your plan without God’s inspiration and anointing is 
pointless. “Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it 

Serving the Common Needs 
of Others

BISHOP KIRK RISING | YOUTH MINISTRY INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR 
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is the Lord’s purpose that prevails” (Proverbs 19:21 NIV). 
Plan and pray before you act.

Fourth Step: Implement the plan.

     “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will es-
tablish your plans” (Proverbs 16:3 NIV). When the plan is 
ready, don’t procrastinate—it’s time to act! You’ve done 
your homework. You’ve prayed. You have the plan. Take 
a deep breath and implement the plan. Isn’t it amazing 
that God will take ordinary people to be part of his work 
on earth? It’s an awesome privilege to be used by God 
to meet the needs of people.

     “Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 
bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives light 
to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:15, 16 
NIV). When you do good deeds, you bring glory to God. 
Keep sharing God’s love by serving and meeting needs. 
Be open and generous with your life.

JESUS’ MODEL FOR SERVING OTHERS

     Jesus’ mission on earth was to meet humanity’s 
need for reconciliation with God, but he wasn’t only 
concerned with spiritual needs. Throughout his earthly 
life, he also noticed and ministered to a wide range of 
human needs:

• Jesus healed the sick. The gospel is filled with 
examples of Jesus healing people who were sick. 
“Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the 
blind, the crippled, the mute and many others, and 
laid them at his feet; and he healed them” (Matthew 
15:30 NIV).

• Jesus fed the hungry. In Matthew 15, Jesus had 
pity on the crowd that had been following him for 
three days. He knew that they were hungry and had 
nothing left to eat. He also realized that if he sent 
them away, they would faint from hunger before 
they could reach food. You may know what hap-
pened next—Jesus took seven loaves of bread and 
a few small fish and fed over 5,000 people. “They 
all ate and were satisfied. Afterward, the disciples 
picked up seven full baskets of broken pieces that 
were left over” (Matthew 15:37 NIV). It was only after 
Jesus ministered to their physical need for food that 
he sent them home.

• Jesus addressed emotional, relational, and 
social needs. Let’s look at just one example. Luke 
19 tells us the story of Zacchaeus, a tax collector 
who worked for the despised Roman government 
and who was known for collecting more than was 
owed and pocketing the difference. He didn’t need 
physical healing—he wasn’t sick. He didn’t need 
financial help—he was wealthy. And he didn’t need 
food—he could afford whatever he wanted to eat. 
But all was not well with Zacchaeus. He was a social 
outcast. He was despised and shunned. When 
Jesus passed through town, Zacchaeus climbed a 
tree to get a look at him. “When Jesus reached the 
spot, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, 
come down immediately. I must stay at your house 
today.’ So, he came down at once and welcomed 
him gladly.

All the people saw this and began to mutter, ‘He has 
gone to be the guest of a sinner’” (Luke 19:5–7 NIV).

• Jesus didn’t start with salvation, although Zac-
chaeus eventually was reconciled with God. Jesus 
started with Zacchaeus’ need for acceptance and 
social belonging. Jesus wasn’t worried about what 
people thought about him associating with a social 
outcast. He met Zacchaeus at his point of need, min-
istered to that need, and spiritual ministry organical-
ly followed.

     We know that we are commanded to love God with 
everything in us—our heart, our soul, and our mind. 
This is the greatest commandment. You also probably 
know that the second greatest commandment is that 
we should love our neighbor as ourselves. In Luke 10, 
Jesus was asked about the second greatest command-
ment. An expert in the law asked Jesus, “Who is my 
neighbor?” 

     It’s a good question, and Jesus didn’t answer it di-
rectly. Rather, he answered it with a story that illustrated 
the answer. We know that story as the Parable of the 
Good Samaritan. This story is a great example of how 
to live out how we serve others. 

WHEN YOU DO 
GOOD DEEDS, YOU 

BRING GLORY TO 
GOD. KEEP SHAR-
ING GOD’S LOVE 
BY SERVING AND   
MEETING NEEDS. 

BE OPEN AND           
GENEROUS WITH 

YOUR LIFE. 
(continued on page 26)
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JUST 
SERVE

FOR GOODNESS
SAKE
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     One of my favorite stories in the New Testament is 
found in the Gospel of John where Jesus made the 
choice to be a servant and wash the feet of his disciples. 
The Master became the servant; to me, this event 
speaks as loud as turning water to wine, cleansing the 
leper, walking on water, or even raising Lazarus from the 
dead. Jesus chose to serve. What beautiful examples he 
gave us as he showed us what it means to serve.
     I get to pastor a church which, in the last two and 
a half years, has taken seriously being the hands and 
feet of Jesus and serving those around us. Before the 
pandemic, God placed on my heart how we as a local 
church needed to examine how we looked at the “least 
of these." One day, during my quiet time with the Lord, 
I read James 1:27, “Religion that God our Father accepts 
as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself from 
being polluted by the world” (NIV). This broke my heart 
because too often the church has dropped the ball and 
allowed government and others to do the church’s work 
that we have been called to do. I met with our leaders 
and discussed the need to rethink how and who we 
minister to. 
     For years, our church had looked at any kind of 
“outreach” as a way to grow the local church, which in 
itself was not wrong. However, I felt the Spirit leading 
us to do something different than what the church had 
ever done in the past. This usual mindset hindered the 
church from seeing the opportunity to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus to our area. 
     When the COVID-19 pandemic hit, and we were all 
told we had to isolate from one another, I thought we 
would have to put this idea on hold. Then something 
unexpected happened. The local school system asked 
if our church could be a meal pickup location for kids 
in our community. This opened the door for hundreds 
of families to drive through and get a meal that cost 
them nothing. It opened doors for the leaders and I 
to be able to pray with several and lead many into a 
relationship with Christ. It opened doors for us to show 
the love of Jesus to so many who at the time merely 
needed a smile or even just to hear that it was going to 
be okay.
     One of the struggles I see in the church is many want 
to come and be served, but few have the heart of a 
servant. As a church, we are to serve; “Jesus served. He 
calls His followers to serve.”1 Just as Jesus wrapped his 
towel around himself and served, we in the church are 
called to wrap our proverbial towels around ourselves, 
bend down, and serve those whom some may think are 
not worthy of being served. 
     Think about it for a second, did the disciples deserve 
for Jesus to wash their feet? We now look at the 11 of 

the 12 disciples as “saints," but at this point in history 
they were definitely not that. In that room you had liars, 
doubters, deniers, and betrayers. Sounds like a rough 
bunch, but because Jesus loved, his choice was to 
look beyond that and serve them anyway. We have a 
world around us full of people whom many have called 
unworthy, but these are the very ones the church has 
been called to serve. 
     When we serve, we should not serve with the idea 
that we are going to receive something in return. For 
the last two years, the church that I get to pastor has 
engaged in serving our community. We have adopted 
a troubled area a few miles from our church that is a 
den of poverty and drug use which in no way will ever 
“benefit” our church. Last summer, God laid on our 
hearts to feed them. Now by no way did I think we 
could feed every person in the area; we are a small 
church with a small budget. So we had an idea to set up 
a trailer in a vacant lot where we gave away hotdogs, 
chips, and soft drinks on several summer days. We 
did something that may seem bizarre to a world of 
church branding. We did not have our church name on 
anything. I even encouraged everyone to hold off on 
inviting them to church, just love them, show them who 
Jesus is, and to be his hands and feet, not his mouth.
     I must be honest, as someone who has been a part 
of so many door-to-door outreaches where we would 
invite people to come to our church, this felt foreign to 
me. But I felt God just saying that we should wrap our 
towels around ourselves and serve. 
     Has this action grown our church? We have added 
a few families, but not a huge increase; that was never 
the point. But what it has done is open doors for more 
ministries in the area. On one of the days that we were 
serving, we met a lady who was bound to a wheelchair 
and did not have a ramp to get into her house. Without 
hesitation, one of our leaders got a team together, and 
the next week the lady had a ramp. Not only did she 
have a ramp, but they were also able to pray with her 
and she accepted Jesus as her Savior.  
     Jesus has called his church to be his hands and feet, 
to serve even when we get nothing in return, to build his 
kingdom and not our own. One of the Church of God 
of Prophecy’s core values is service; we are blessed to 
be a part of an organization that values and encourages 
service.  As a pastor on the front lines, let me encourage 
you to grab your towel, wrap it around you, and serve; 
you may get dirty and it may make you uncomfortable, 
but serving is what we are called to do.

1. Church of God of Prophecy Core Values, Five Eternal Truths for 
the Body of Christ, 2002.

Robert (Robby) George has been serving Lawrence Chapel in Crossville, Tennessee for the past four years. Prior 
to this, he served in youth ministry for over 25 years as youth pastor, regional youth director, and evangelist. He 
is also on the Board of Directors for the Upper Cumberland Fellowship of Christian Athletes and the Cumberland 
County Fair Board. He attended Lee University and earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Biblical Studies He has been 
married to his wife Beth for more than16 years, and they have two children, Hayley and Eli.

ROBERT GEORGE | PASTOR, LAWRENCE CHAPEL COGOP, TENNESSEE
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     Have you ever been the recipient of a 
random act of kindness? Let’s say you were 
at a low point of your life, perhaps helpless 
to move toward your desired outcome, and 
someone out of the blue saw your plight 
and went out of their way to lend a hand? 
How did that make you feel? And how did 
your heart turn toward that person? 
     Serving is the unspoken language of 
knowing that we are in this together and 
someone who has something another 
person doesn’t—resources, energy, 
encouragement—and gives it away. By 
doing that, it unlocks a love in your heart 
for the person who helped by showing 
that through their deeds, they have first 
extended love to you (sound like anyone 
else you know?). It’s not easy to pause 
the focus on our busy lives and put the 
attention on others, but when we do, the 
results are life-changing. 
     “What time are you getting started?” 
a man once asked me when I mentioned 
I’d have to paint the walls of my house. 
It was music to my ears because I never 
considered that someone might want to 
help me out in my time of need. It felt 
selfish even asking, so that’s why I spoke 
about it in general terms. When he showed 
up and spent the afternoon helping me, it 
produced a bond and a fond memory that 
still lingers. Maybe he did it because he 
was naturally a nice guy, but because he 
was a dedicated Christian, I suspect he was 
also motivated to show the love of Christ 

SERVING & SHOWING

THE LOVE OF JESUS

And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude 
of sins.” Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. As each one has received 
a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If 

anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it 
as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through 

Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
—1 Peter 4:8—11 NKJV



WWM  N OV EM BER  202 2      17

an arsonist burned down one of the men’s dorms, I 
went through my closet to find clothes to donate. When 
I went to drop them off at the organized Red Cross 
disaster location on campus, I didn’t want to leave. I 
started organizing shoes, running the displaced to their 
hotel, and whatever else I could do. Hours went by, and 
I just didn’t want to lose that feeling. 
     Like many other metropolitan communities, 
homelessness is a serious issue in Orlando. One of our 
members, Mickey, has been very burdened to help. This 
is a calling on his life. Although we do not have a food 
pantry at our church, we have a local homeless ministry 
the church supports. Periodically, Mickey organizes 
a shopping spree at a local grocery store buying 
thousands of items, with his donations and ours, to give 
to that food bank. Unlike other acts of direct service, 
a person receiving the food may never know where it 
came from, but I know God blesses Mickey for carrying 
this burden, and our church for every labor of love in 
serving “the least of these.” 
     "If Southside Church closed its doors, would it be 
missed in the Winter Garden community?” That’s a 
question that’s as haunting to me as the “Depart from 
me” verse of Matthew 7:23. To make it more personal, 
how would my neighborhood be affected if the Hambys 
moved out of it? Are we shining a light bright even to be 
noticed when it’s not there anymore? As a church and 
family, how can we incorporate community outreach 
into every strand of our ministry? God, help us to move 
beyond our four walls and impact our world by serving 
and showing the love of Jesus. 

DeWayne Hamby has served the Lord for many years, at the COGOP International Offices in the communications, 
editorial, and youth departments, and local churches in music, small group, and administrative roles. He is the 
author of Gratitude Adjustment (White Wing Books) and a respected journalist in the Christian media industry, 
covering topics of faith, books, and entertainment for Patheos.com, Charisma, and BeliefNet. DeWayne currently 
serves as an executive pastor at Southside Church near Orlando with his wife and three daughters.

DEWAYNE HAMBY | EXECUTIVE PASTOR, SOUTHSIDE CHURCH, WINTER GARDEN, FLORIDA 

through serving a fellow brother. The finished product 
looked much better with his direction, by the way. 
     In the past few years, many in our communities 
have felt like they were drowning in despair and 
hopelessness. This was a time for the church to push 
through our own fears and anxiety and shine the light 
of Christ. Here in Winter Garden, when the shutdown 
happened, we tried to imagine what, in our limited 
capacities, we could do to spread encouragement 
and the love of Jesus. Our theme that our pastor, Shel 
Sullivan, has embraced for the past few years has been 
“Living the Light” based on verses like, “. . . let your light 
shine before others, that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). 
    With many fearful to set foot inside buildings for fear 
of the COVID-19 virus, we held monthly “Drive-thru 
Prayer” events, hoping to touch many in our church and 
community. No offerings were taken, no sermons given, 
just cars driving through one side of our property and 
out the other with our intercessors touching heaven on 
their behalf. At times, we were able to provide food. 
     We also kicked off an online prayer meeting that 
has continued weekly since the week of shutdown. 
This not only has provided a firm foundation of prayer 
for the needs of our church, to help our members feel 
connected even while isolated, but has grown to attract 
viewers outside of our community. 
     Serving doesn’t just affect the served; it transforms 
the server. There’s a feeling when you step outside of 
your comfort zone to get on the front lines that “this is 
what I’m supposed to be doing.” At Lee University, when 
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     The young adults of the Magnolia Region have 
organized and participated in multiple service projects 
in the past few years.Under the leadership of Aubrey 
Stevens Ramer, Director of Young Adult Ministries for 
the region, the young adults rallied to minister through 
serving others on March 1, 2020, just days before the 
world shut down from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 Young adults gathered in Amory, Mississippi, ready 
to serve. One group visited a local nursing home 
where they talked with, sang with, and ministered to 
the residents. A second group worked at the COGOP 
church building in Amory to help with needed repairs 
after severe flooding. Following these service projects, 
the young adults joined together for a prayer walk 
downtown. The young adults so enjoyed ministering 

through service that they had a passion to continue 
with future projects as well.
     Through the months that followed, serving others 
face-to-face was not feasible. Alternatively, the 
young adults flooded the Magnolia Region Young 
Adults’ Facebook and Instagram pages with personal 
testimonies, worship, words of encouragement, 
devotions, and messages from God’s Word. The 
uplifting posts from the young adults throughout 
2020 were desperately needed by so many who were 
sheltered in place, feeling desolate and lonely. 
 As summer camps were being planned to resume 
in 2021, some young adults suggested that service 
projects be integrated with the Magnolia Region 
College & Career Camp. Coincidentally, the camp was 

Magnolia Region
Young Adults Serve

DR. JULIE WHITTEN RIALES | REGIONAL DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES
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scheduled for the same time as the International Youth 
Serve Day. Opportunities to serve became a regular 
part of the College & Career Camp schedule. During 
the 2021 camp, arrangements were made for a group 
to visit and minister to the residents of God’s House of 
Hope in Kilmichael, Mississippi, just a few miles from the 
Mississippi COGOP campground, Kamp Kumbaya. 
     God’s House of Hope is a residential Christian 
Discipleship Training program for people with drug, 
alcohol, or emotional issues. The group of young 
adults toured the facility and worshipped with the 
residents through music, drama, and message. Other 
groups served at Kamp Kumbaya with clean-up and 
beautification projects. Dustin Mauldin, the caretaker 
of Kamp Kumbaya, organized groups to stain the 
fence around the pool, clean the pool house and gym 
bathrooms, and weed-eat areas around the lake. With 
College & Career Camp being the first of the summer 
camps, the young adults served the future campers by 
assisting in these projects onsite. 
     Plans were made again in 2022 to allow the young 
adults opportunities to serve during College & Career 
Camp, which again coincided with the International 
Youth Serve Day. In the weeks before camp, a food drive 
for God’s House of Hope was promoted. The young 
adults, camp staff, and local churches made donations 
of canned and dry goods needed for the facility. A 
group went to God’s House of Hope to deliver the food 
items and visit with the director and some residents, 

who led them on a 
tour of the facility and 
explained their ministry. 
     Additional outreach 
projects extended 
into the local town of 
Eupora, Mississippi. 
Cody and Aubrey 
Stevens Ramer, 
Directors of Young Adult 
Ministries, and pastors 
of the Crossway Church 
in Eupora coordinated 
a service project with 
the Mayor of Eupora 
to refurbish some of 
the landscaping at 
the Civic Center. They 
also oversaw a group 

refreshing the flower bed in front of the Crossway 
Church. Residents in the small town of Eupora were 
happy to see the volunteers working to beautify areas of 
their town. Meanwhile, at Kamp Kumbaya, young adults 
cleaned the pool house, tidied the classrooms above the 
gymnasium, and began renovating one of the cabins.

     The young adults of the Magnolia Region truly enjoy 
ministering through outreach and service projects, and 
they plan to continue to broaden their impact as they 
minister through serving wherever a need may arise.

 
An alumnus of Tomlinson College, Mississippi College, and 
the University of Mississippi, Dr. Julie Whitten Riales works 
professionally as a math educator and consultant. She is the 
Regional Director of Youth Ministries for the Magnolia Region, 
Director for the Magnolia Region College & Career Camp, 
and youth minister in her local church, Zion Grove COGOP, in 
Scobey, Mississippi.
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     John Michael Talbott wrote, “Think about his 
love, think about his goodness, think about his 
grace that brought us through. For as high as the 
heavens above, so great is the measure of our 
father’s love; Great is the measure of our father’s 
love.”
 And Alexander Clark Smith, “Count your 
blessings, name them one by one, and it will 
surprise you what the Lord has done.” Maybe 
these writers were inspired by the Psalmist who 
wrote the 136th Psalm—a litany of high praise and 
thanksgiving to our God, for he is good, for his 
mercy endures forever.

A couple of years ago while attending an Old 
Testament Survey course, my professor decided 
that as we approached the mid-term point, she 
would give the class a fun and light activity. She 
had been expounding upon the love and grace of 
God as revealed throughout the Old Testament. 
We had worked our way from Genesis to the book 
of Psalms. She paused to focus on Psalm 23, and 
the reality that God’s love chases us down, as she 
considered the phrase, “surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.” She 
made the point that a more accurate translation 
of the phrase is, “his steadfast love is chasing us 
down,” and she emphasized that God’s love never 
fails. 

As we continued working through the Psalms, 
she challenged us to write a personal psalm using 
the 136th Psalm as a template. She said, “Surely as 
you consider your life, family, and ministry, there 
are more than 26 things for which you are truly 
thankful to God.” Her instructions for this paper 
were as follows: 1) it all had to fit onto one page, 2) 
we had to list 26 items, and 3) the phrase “for his 
love endures forever” had to follow each item we 
listed. 

 This was a wonderful exercise to pause and 
ponder God’s goodness to me throughout my 
lifetime. Recalling the victories, his favor, and the 
working of his mighty hand is awesome! Great is 
the measure of my Father’s love; think about it! 
Suffice it to say, I had so many things to be thankful 
for until I had to decide what to exclude from the 
paper. 
      O give thanks to the Lord for he is good for his 
faithful and steadfast love endures forever! 
 The assignment was so enjoyable that I decided 
to share it with my family during Thanksgiving. 
Ironically, Thanksgiving was on November 26 that 
year. We sat in our family room together, each 
of us sharing the meaningful experiences and 
blessings that the Lord had given us, and just 
celebrated, laughed, and worshiped the Lord for 
his great love. Here is some of what I shared with 
my family:

Think About God's Goodness: Psalm 136

LEADERSHIP

“Surely as you 
consider your life, 

family, and ministry, 
there are more 

than 26 things for 
which you are truly 
thankful to God." 



      1 I give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for 
rescuing my mother and I during my crisis birth, for 
his steadfast love endures forever. 2 When my 
father was asked to choose which of us should 
live, for his steadfast love endures forever. 3 I give 
thanks to the Lord, God of gods, for good 
health, for his steadfast love endures forever. 4 For 
providing for my family when Dad entered 
the ministry, for his steadfast love endures 
forever. 5 For protecting us in San Francisco in 
the ’60s, and Compton in the ’70s–’90s, for his 
steadfast love endures forever. 6 For guiding me to 
the police station when I got lost in Golden Gate 
Park at six years old, for his steadfast love endures 
forever. 7 For great parents, for his steadfast 
love endures forever, 8 and great siblings, for his 
steadfast love endures forever . . . 17 and calling 
me into ministry, for his steadfast love endures 
forever. 18 For providing employment, for his 
steadfast love endures forever. 19 Jobs I didn’t 
qualify for, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
. . . 22 For winning a boat on the Price Is Right, for 
his steadfast love endures forever. 23 For musical 
gifts and talents, for his steadfast love endures 
forever. 24 For victories in court cases, for his 
steadfast love endures forever. 25 He rescued Bishop Jeffery Davis

Executive Director
Leadership Development and Discipleship

me from my foes, for his steadfast love endures 
forever. 26 I give thanks to the Lord for my life, for his 
steadfast love endures forever.
     Now I challenge you, take the 136th psalm, read 
it, and stop and ponder God’s goodness. Then write 
a psalm of your own, noting 26 items for which 
you are thankful. Count your blessings and name 
them, but don’t stop there. After you write your 
story of God’s love, power, and faithfulness, spend 
time during the thanksgiving season sharing it 
with your spouse and children, grandchildren, and 
friends. Allow your thanksgiving to inspire praise in 
the next generation (Psalm 78:3–13; 102:18; 145:4). 
 For he is good for his mercy endures forever! 
Think about it.
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Developing Leaders in 
South America

BISHOP SHAUN McKINLEY, PhD | INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

     Children matter to God, and children matter to 
the Church! Our ministries to children need effective 
leaders, individuals who recognize and respond to 
God’s call. As we lead from an accurate understanding 
of our calling, pursue relationship with the Father, and 
grow in our ministry skill, he will use us for his glory and 
to establish his purposes in the lives of the children 
we serve. This is the underlying foundation for the 
International Children’s Ministries Level II Certification 
program. 
     In the fall of 2021, International Director of Children’s 
Ministries Bishop Dr. Shaun McKinley met virtually with 
the general presbyter and bishops of South America 
to discuss newly released resources and strategies 
available for the ministries of their areas. Of greatest 
interest to these leaders was the availability of the 
Level II Certification program focusing specifically 
on leadership skills and techniques for those serving 
children in the Church. The nine-module course had just 
been released in November of that year, after more than 
three years in development. 
     Desiring to make the greatest impact and encourage 
the participation of their members, the bishops asked if 
the course could be offered in intensive formats in their 
nations. As a result, International Children’s Ministries 
(CM) was invited to provide in-person training that 
would engage leaders from seven of the ten nations 
where the Church of God of Prophecy is established—
all in the following year! The following nations hosted 
those training events:

Lima, Peru, March 25–27, 2022
     Children's Ministries offered the first CM Certification 
Level II LIVE training in Lima, Peru, in March 2022. This 
intense weekend provided in-person instruction on all 
nine certification modules and assessments. Of those in 
attendance, 64 individuals fully completed the training 
requirements and received their Children's Ministry 
Leadership certificate.

Cochabamba, Bolivia, June 10–12, 2022
     The second South America training was held 
in Cochabamba, Bolivia. More than 200 leaders 

completed the requirements for the training program. 
In addition to the nine modules presented, the national 
office unveiled a new discipleship club for kids called 
the Explorers Club. For the club, the office has created a 
series of lessons that teach children church history and 
doctrine, as well as discipleship basics. The international 
director and training team were inducted as honorary 
members of the inaugural club which is set to launch 
nationwide in the fall of 2022.
     Before returning home from a very full weekend, the 
international director was invited to address a district 

64 leaders completed Level II training in Peru

Students sharing during one of the class activities

Christian and Luceyla Sandoval, national leaders of 
Children’s Ministries in Peru
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gathering celebrating the 119th anniversary of the 
Church of God of Prophecy.

Bogota, Colombia, June 17–19, 2022
     Despite two members of the team being ill and 
unable to travel, CM Level II Certification continued 
the following weekend in Bogota, Colombia. Forty-six 
leaders from 12 churches attended the training, as well 
as area pastors and teachers. This was the first children’s 
ministry training ever for most of those in attendance. 

Santiago, Chile, August 5–7, 2022
     Following activities at the 101st International Assembly 
of the Church of God of Prophecy, CM resumed our South 
America schedule by returning to Santiago, Chile. Fifty-five 

of 80 students completed the requirements to receive 
their certification. As the training concluded, the cohort 
experienced a powerful presence of the Lord. Many wept 
testifying of God affirming their calling, receiving vision to 
launch new ministries, and being challenged to improve 
in the areas of leadership outlined in our training. 

Buenos Aires, Argentina, September 9–11, 2022
     One hundred twenty participants gathered from 
three nations at the El Disciple campsite outside of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, for 20 hours of instruction and 
teaching. Joining the team for the first time was Pastor 
Janice Roseboro of the Greater Vision Worship Center 
(Smithfield, North Carolina) and Youth Minister Montae 
Bryant, also of Greater Vision Worship Center. 

Some of the 200 individuals completing LEVEL II Certification 
in Bolivia

The pilot Explorer’s Club, a discipleship program for COGOP 
children in Bolivia

 A congregation gathered in Cochabamba, Bolivia to celebrate 
the 119th Anniversary of the Church

Ana Gabriela Carvajal, national children’s ministry leader 
for Bolivia

Jackie Chavez (Oklahoma City, OK) teaches students gathered 
for training in Colombia

55 students complete training in Chile

Praying for the pastors of the congregations represented

Theri Santos (Guayaquil, Ecuador) teaches as a member of 
the training team
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     One hundred four of the 120 in attendance 
completed the full requirements to receive their Level II 
Certificate of Completion. One hundred two were from 
our host nation of Argentina, with nine attending from 
Paraguay, and nine from Uruguay. Some traveled more 
than 24 hours by bus to be in attendance. 
     This training was unique due to the presence of our 
additional team members. Each day’s training began 
with Pastor Roseboro sharing a devotional word and 
prayer challenge. She spoke on the importance of 
intercession in our personal lives and ministries and 
encouraged participants to develop in their prayer life. 
In each session, participants experienced a powerful 
move of the Holy Spirit during our prayer times, with 
demonstrations of the Holy Spirit, weeping, and 
exuberant praise. Additionally, many people testified 
of emotional healing as a result of the morning prayer 
ministry. One touching testimony came at the end of 
our training when an elderly pastor came crying and 
said, “For the first time, God has given me a deep love 
for the children of my church.” 
     In addition to the training, the team was able to 
provide ministry to several nearby congregations. 
Pastor Roseboro preached at two local congregations. 
Additionally, Pastor Janice led the team and witnessed to 

a number of individuals living on the streets of Buenos 
Aires. Two individuals accepted Christ as Savior, and the 
team provided money and food to several others. 
     International Children’s Ministries gives thanks for 
the opportunity to partner with our South America 
leadership to provide this next-level training throughout 
the continent. We also extend a special thanks to 
those who served on our training teams including our 
principal trainers Abi Avila (Tegucigalpa, Honduras) 
and Theri Santos (Guayaquil, Ecuador). Additional 
trainers include Jackie Chavez (Oklahoma City, OK), 
Janice Roseboro (Smithfield, NC), and Montae Bryant 
(Smithfield, NC). We are also grateful for Bishop Ernesto 
Velasco (Greensboro, NC) who served as an interpreter 
for two of our trainings. 
     We pray that those who participated in this training 
will apply what they have learned, grow in their skills, 
and align with God’s purposes for the children of their 
congregation. We know he will use them so that his 
kingdom is established in this broken world. He has 
chosen them as his leaders, for such a time as this. So, 
lead on knowing that he is leading you!

104 students complete Level II training in Argentina

Training team with national leaders Karina Sanhueza (Argentina),          
Jonathan Verdún (Paraguay), and Gabriela Perez (Uruguay) as well as    

National Overseers Bishop David Ceballos and wife Elsa

Argentina Level II training team

 Starting the morning in Argentina with worship

 Abigahil Avila training on how to organize the children’s      
ministry

Pastor Janice Roseboro and interpreter Theri Santos praying 
with the homeless on the streets of Argentina
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     Here are Jesus’ words from Luke 10:30 (NLT): “A 
Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down to 
Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped 
him of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead 
beside the road.” The need here sounds obvious. 
Let’s think about how the four steps of identifying 
and meeting a need play out in this story: 

 1. Observe the need. 

     Observing isn’t the same thing as seeing. A priest 
and a temple assistant (both Jewish) came along 

the road where the injured man lay. The Bible tells 
us that they saw the man, but they passed by on the 
other side of the road. They saw him but did nothing. 
They didn’t move from merely seeing to observing a 
need. The third man was a lowly Samaritan, despised 
by the Jewish people. But when the Samaritan 
passed by, he did more than just see the man. He 
observed a person in need. He felt compassion. 

2. Evaluate ways to meet the need. 

     Part of meeting needs is to determine what resources 
you have available to use. Remember that Jesus 
used what he had when he met the needs of others. 
In Mark 6, Jesus was teaching a crowd of thousands of 
people. He recognized that they needed food. Listen to 
what Jesus said before taking action to meet the need: 
“‘How many loaves do you have?’ he asked. ‘Go and 
see’” (Mark 6:38 NIV). Jesus told the disciples to find 
out what resources they had available to meet the need 
they were facing, and then used what he had. 

     The Samaritan man also evaluated his available 
resources and used what he had to meet a need. We 
know that he had olive oil, wine, a donkey, and some 
silver coins. We also know that he didn’t look at what he 
didn’t have and then decide he couldn’t help. He wasn’t a 
doctor. He didn’t have a nearby home. But he didn’t look 
at what he was lacking. He focused on his resources. He 
evaluated available ways to meet the need. 

“He has gone to 
be the guest of a 

sinner”
(Luke 19:7 NIV)

3. Plan. 

     In this instance, the plan came together quickly. The 
oil and wine could be used to soothe and disinfect 
the wounds, the donkey could be used to transport 
the injured man, and the coins could be used to pay 
for the food, shelter, and care that the injured man 
would need while he recovered. Sometimes little 
planning is needed. But sometimes a lot of planning 
is necessary. If you are planning a mission trip to a 
foreign country to work on a building for orphans, you 
will need to be organized and plan well for your trip. 
Many people will be involved; the extensive travel, 
the high expenses, and other issues will need to be 
planned carefully. Planning well is an important part 
of ministry. To meet a need, make a plan. 

4. Implement the plan. 

     Observing a need is not enough. Feeling compassion 
is not enough. Planning is not enough. The critical 
piece is to follow through and implement the plan. 
The Samaritan man soothed the injured man with olive 
oil. He treated his wounds with wine. He walked while 
the injured man rode on the donkey. He spent his own 
money to pay for the man’s care. He didn’t just think 
about it—he did it. He sacrificed his time, money, and 
comfort to meet the need of someone else. 

     Your service to others shows what is in your 
heart. Luke 6:45 (NIV) says, “a good man brings 
good things out of the good stored up in his heart.” 
When you love others as Jesus loved, and sacrifice 
to meet needs as Jesus did, you outwardly show the 
love of God that is in your heart. 

     For many years, the ministry has been focused on 
planning programs, events, and activities with the 
thought of keeping attendees interested in church. 
Perhaps that has been your approach. There is a 
place, of course, for activities and events, but in 
today’s complex world and media-driven culture, 
more is needed to be effective in ministering to our 
homes and communities. 

     People of today do not need entertainment—they 
are exposed to plenty of entertainment outside of the 
church. They need to come face to face with their need 
for a relationship with God and realize the importance 
of living out God’s plan for their lives through service to 
others. They might have fun at a party you plan, but they 
will always remember how you showed God’s love by 
bringing meals to their house when their family was sick. 
Your great teaching may or may not stick, but the time 
you spent reading to homeless children will change 
them forever. It’s not enough just to keep today’s 
society busy. They are looking for sacrificial love and a 
challenge to action. A challenge to serve.

(continued from page 13)
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     “What is the first thing that comes to your mind 
when you hear the word helper?” I was asked this 
question in my Hebrew language course during my 
Master of Divinity studies. Now let me ask you this 
question. What comes to your mind? It seems that the 
culture that we live in dictates to us that the helper 
plays the role of an assistant. Someone who is lower in 
ranking. But is this what the meaning of helper is in the 
Bible?
     As I was studying the usage of the Hebrew word 
helper, "Ezer," I learned that the word is commonly 
used. The word helper in different forms accrues over 
80 times throughout the Old Testament. According 
to the Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English 
Lexicon, the word "Ezer" has several meanings: “Help” 
or “Succor,” and it also can mean “one who helps."  
Other Lexicons support these meanings and even 
add an additional translation. For example, according 
to the New International Dictionary of Old Testament 
Theology & Exegesis, the word "Ezer" can be translated 
not only as “help” or “succor” but also as “support.” 
These are the general meanings, but there are times 
when this word is used with a different translation.  
     In the Old Testament, the word helper is often 
used to address God. An excellent example of where 
the psalmist understands the need for God’s help is 
Psalm 121:1, 2: “…From where does my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth” (ESV). The psalmist understands how mighty 
and powerful the Lord is. The psalmist called him “who 
made heaven and earth." This is an example of the 
psalmist saying that he is weak. He needs God. The 
psalmist shows his weakness by emphasizing that the 
Lord is the one who brings help.
     The word helper is not used only in the context with 
God. This word was also used in the context where 
help came from other people. A good example would 
be Genesis 2:18, 20: “… I [the Lord] will make him 
[Adam] a helper fit for him… But for Adam, there was 
not found a helper fit for him” (ESV). In other words, 
the Lord our God saw in what areas Adam was weak 
and needed help. The Lord created a helper that was 
able to add strength in the areas where Adam was 
lacking. 
     God gives all of us talents to serve others, to serve 
him in the church, and represent him to the world. The 
apostle Paul, while in prison, is reminding the church 
in Philippi about how Jesus served and how we need 

to serve based on the example that Jesus showed us. 
“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves. 
Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others. Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by 
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness 
of men. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:3–8 ESV).
     We have gifts. We are able to help. But we should 
not be expecting credit for it or have our own selfish 
motives. To be a servant means to be more than a 

Service as Biblical Helping
ALBERT MURZA | ENDORSEMENT LIAISON FOR AMD & ACADEMIC DEAN FOR SPIRIT & LIFE SEMINARY

1. The Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon (Peabody, 
MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 2018), 740.
2. New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology & Exe-
gesis (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1997), 378.

God gives all of us talents to serve 
others, to serve him in the church, 
and represent him to the world. 

helper. A servant takes the strengths that she or he 
can offer and provides the help, but not for her or his 
own glory. No, it is done for the glory of someone else. 
If we want to call ourselves the servants of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, we truly need to follow his calling and 
give him the credit and expect no personal gain. 
     Presiding Bishop Tim Coalter, during the Sunday 
morning Assembly service, called us to “reconcile the 
world to Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
God has decided to use us, regular imperfect people, 
to spread the gospel all over the world. But the gospel 
can only be spread if we follow the voice of the Holy 
Spirit. Let’s serve our God with the reminder that 
serving is more than just helping. It is to put your will 
aside, which can only happen in humility. 
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and appreciation for the park. We are thankful to this 
wonderful family, and to Brother Feltman, who has gone 
on to be with the Lord but was a constant supporter of 
the park. We also want to thank family members Mattie 
Feltman and Diane Patterson for their support and help 
throughout the project.
     Upon completion, a dedicatory ceremony was held 
with park leadership and the Feltman family. It was a 
special time together, and a wonderful moment with 
the Lord on these hallowed grounds. We hope you 
will make plans to come to see it soon! And continue 
to help us with future projects by visiting www.
FOWRENEW.org!

In Christ,
Darren Schalk

Heritage Ministries Coordinator

HERITAGE MINISTRIES

VISIT COGOP.ORG – click on “DONATE” then select “QUICK GIVE” and select “FIELDS 
OF THE WOOD” from the drop-down list, or make your check or money order payable 
to Church of God of Prophecy and mail it to P.O. Box 2970 Cleveland, TN 37320-2970. 

HELP US PROCLAIM 
GOD’S FAITHFULNESS!

Brand New Display at 
Fields of the Wood

     We are excited to announce that there is a brand-
new display now completed at Fields of the Wood! It 
has been on my heart for the past six years to complete 
a display that would tell the story of this sacred space. 
Most all first-time visitors ask at some point, “Why is all 
this here,” and there was no way to find out other than 
to ask. So we began a journey that took approximately 
two years.
     I began reviewing everything ever written on the 
park—books, articles, files—to piece together the timeline 
of construction. Archives were combed through for old 
pictures. And the design was begun. Through much trial 
and error, we were able to pull the needed information 
together to complete the layout. 
     Eric Boston, of Boston Uncommon (who also 
remodeled the Bible Face in 2018), worked diligently 
to bring the design to life. Through many hours in his 
shop, meetings with me, and a few last-minute changes, 
he brought to life the beautiful mural that is now 
displayed on the back of the Bible Monument atop Ten 
Commandment Mountain. Although it can be driven to, 
it also serves as a type of reward for all those who dare 
to trek the daunting 350+ step journey to the top.
     This was all made possible by an extremely generous 
donation from the family of Reverend Raymond 
Eugene Feltman, who was a pastor with a deep love 
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SERVE
     During last year’s Christmas holidays, my husband 
and two children hopped in the car and went to 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. They stopped at a local fast-
food restaurant and purchased 40 biscuits. They took 
these biscuits to a nearby homeless community and 
wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 
     Several months ago, I visited a local thrift store. It 
was a blisteringly hot day. As I pulled up in front of the 
store, I noticed a gentleman sitting down and leaning 
on the wall. He looked exhausted and in need of a rest. 
I couldn’t turn my eyes away. It was terribly hot, and he 
looked very thirsty. Almost as quickly as that thought ran 
through my mind, I noticed another gentleman walking 
toward him. This man had a very large bottle of water 
and was walking toward the man sitting on the ground. 
Without saying a word, he placed the water in his hand 
and walked away. 
     As our staff was leaving one of our meetings at the 
church, we noticed a young woman lingering in our 
pavilion. The neighbor across the street was talking to 

her. My pastor walked over to them and began talking. 
This young lady had removed herself from a treatment 
program and was homeless. Her clothing was too big 
and looked disheveled. As her story came pouring out, 
our children’s pastor remembered that we had kept 
some clothes from a previous yard sale. She was able to 
sort through some of those clothes and find something 
for herself. 
     These three situations all have one thing in common. 
Someone was serving. Someone was meeting the 
needs of others without remuneration or in one case, 
speech. Someone was giving with no expectation of 
return. The qualifications in each scenario were the 
same. Find a need and meet it. 
     Jesus modeled serving. When he encountered 
a need, he met it. In John chapter 6, a huge crowd 
followed him, and Jesus asked Phillip, “Where can we 
buy bread to feed all these people?” Phillip’s response 
demonstrates his incongruous reaction. “Even if we 
worked for months, we wouldn’t have enough money 
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SERVE

One of the best ways to keep volunteers engaged is to 
show them the type of impact they are having.

to feed them” (John 6:7). Jesus served even when his 
method was unfamiliar to others. Jesus always served 
others, even when it meant laying aside his glory and 
majesty.
     Serving brings wonderful benefits. It develops a 
pattern of belonging and community. It connects 
intentional acts of kindness to those who cannot 
reciprocate. Serving lessens isolation and loneliness for 
the volunteers and for the recipients. And one of my 
favorite benefits is that serving is contagious.
     Serving others also builds ideas of loyalty and 
faithfulness. These skills work together by displaying 
Christ-like attitudes and behaviors. Is there a 
downside to serving? Most volunteers overlook 
any inconveniences to reach those that need their 
assistance. Can you give too much? Is there a danger 
in being overcommitted? There is a balance to serving. 
Even Jesus took time to be alone and feel refreshed. 
“But Jesus often withdrew to the wilderness for prayer” 
(Luke 5:16). 

     Many volunteers who serve in the local church and 
community experience burnout. How do we overcome 
these times and help our volunteers continue serving? 
One of the best ways to keep volunteers engaged is 
to show them the type of impact they are having. And 
to show them that they are appreciated for giving 
their time. 
    Serving can involve spontaneous acts, such as our 
first three examples, or a more structured setting 
such as a volunteer program. These programs can 
be seasonal, monthly, or even year-round. My local 
church, Spring Place Church of God of Prophecy, 
participates in a seasonal volunteer program each 
year during the Christmas season. We partner with 
The Salvation Army to ring the bells at a local store 
and raise money. We also adopt families through the 
Angel Tree program to provide gifts for others. It is a 
wonderful feeling to know that families are blessed 
through your time and service. 
     Serving is a privilege. 
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DON'T FORGET...
ONE CHILD FUND

Every donor will receive a One 
Child Fund ornament to remind 
them of our children at Christmas 
time.

Please send your donations by 
December 12, 2022. 

423.559.5209 

www.globalcogop.org/donate

OCF Christmas • PO Box 2910 
Cleveland, TN 37320-2910

✆ 

✉

Christmas


