


Kathryn H. Creasy served the Church of God of 
Prophecy for more than 26 years as International Children’s 
Ministry director. She brought to that assignment 
considerable children’s ministry experience at both the local 
church and regional level.

Kathryn earned a Master of Science degree from 
the George Peabody College of Vanderbilt University. 
She taught in public schools in Georgia, Tennessee, and 
Virginia. She is a licensed minister with the Church of God 
of Prophecy.

Kathryn Creasy’s passion for developing leaders was 
birthed out of her call to serve children. In her fi rst ministry 
role as regional children’s ministry director, Kathy saw the 
need for children’s ministers to be skilled in ministry and 
leadership, prompting her to organize her fi rst children’s 
ministry conference at the age of 21. During her tenure as 
international children’s ministry director, Kathy developed 
effective ministry and leadership training resources and 
built strong mentoring relationships with leaders in more 
than 50 nations. Recognition by international leadership of 
Kathy’s passion, experience, and skill led to her appointment 
as executive director of Leadership Development and 
Discipleship. Kathryn Creasy was the fi rst female executive 
director appointed at the International Offi ces. Many 
certifi cation manuals and training materials for pastors, 
leaders, and bishops were developed and implemented 
under her direction.

Kathy’s joy as both International Children’s Ministry 
director and executive director of Leadership Development 
and Discipleship was working with continental, national, 
and regional leadership to develop and implement 
strategies to identify, equip, and release developing 
leaders. She used every resource at her disposal and 
created new learning streams to accomplish the task. Job 
well done, Kathryn Creasy. God bless the coming years with 
success in the endeavors you undertake.

Kathy and her husband Rick live in Cleveland, 
Tennessee. Their older son Lee has two daughters, Elodie 
and Amelia, and resides in Denver, Colorado. Their 
younger son Clint and his wife Charis have two children, 
Callum Decker and Florence. They reside in a suburb of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Adrian L. Varlack, Sr. came to know the Lord at age 
14 during an island-wide revival on Anegada in the British 
Virgin Islands. He trained as a primary school teacher and 
later served fi ve years with the British Civil Service. He was 
ordained as a Church of God of Prophecy bishop in 1972 
and appointed to the COGOP International Offi ces. He spent 
22 years in Church administration as mission representative 
to Africa and the Caribbean, World Missions secretary, as 
well as interim national bishop of Haiti, Greece, Israel, Egypt, 
and Indonesia where he helped to prepare indigenous 
leaders to assume responsibility for the work.

Bishop Varlack has served on many of the church’s 
international boards, committees, and task forces. He chaired 
the Presbytery Working Group, which drafted documents for 
the implementation of plural leadership within the Church. 
After two years as an administrative assistant to the presiding 
bishop (formerly general overseer) and director of Ministerial 
Services, he served for three years as national bishop of 
Canada. He has lectured widely. 

In 1999, he joined LDD at the International Offi ces as a 
member of the faculty. He served 19 years as an instructor 
for the Center for Biblical Leadership. Since 2006, he has 
also served as the COGOP church historian. In September of 
2018, he was appointed consultant to the presiding bishop 
while remaining historian. He has been a regular writer for 
the White Wing Messenger, the Church’s offi cial publication, 
and contributed lessons and articles for many training 
materials. His published works include Servants of the 
Spirit, a PCCNA book highlighting Pentecostal/Charismatic 
pioneers, The Pentecostal Minister Volume 3, a sermon 
resource manual (Pathway Press, 1989), and his book, Church 
of God of Prophecy: Concise History, Polity, Doctrine, and 
Future (White Wing Publishing House, 2010). He lives in 
Cleveland, Tennessee, with his wife, Janice, to whom he has 
been married for 56 years. They have seven children, 25 
grandchildren, and fi ve great-grandchildren.

A trophy and certifi cate were presented to Bishop 
Varlack at the 2022 International Assembly commemorating 
his retirement. Bishop Sam Clements made a special 
announcement in recognition of Bishop Varlack’s distinct and 
faithful service to the global Church since September 1972. 
To honor his passion for and contributions to documenting 
and preserving COGOP church history, the Board of 
Directors of the Church of God of Prophecy unanimously 
agreed to rename the library and archives at the International 
Offi ces the “Adrian L. Varlack, Sr. Library and Archives.” The 
library and archives will receive new signage, and a plaque 
will dedicate and commemorate the new name. In addition 
to these honors, Bishop Clements further told the Assembly 
that Bishop Varlack will continue to have his own offi ce at the 
International Offi ces, to come and go as he pleases, and use 
it for his study and research purposes.
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FEATURESWE BELIEVE in the Holy Trinity—one God, 
eternally existi ng in Three Persons: Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one God, the Father, creator of 
heaven and earth, of all things seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begott en of the Father. 
All things were made through Him and for Him. 
He is true God and true man. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and was born of 
the virgin, Mary. He suff ered, died, was buried, 
and on the third day He rose from the dead. He 
ascended to the right hand of the Father, and He 
will return to judge the living and the dead. His 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver 
of life, who eternally proceeds from the Father. 
He is Teacher, Comforter, Helper, and Giver 
of spiritual gift s. Through Him the saving and 
sancti fying works of Jesus Christ are applied 
to the life of believers. He is the empowering 
presence of God in the life of the Christi an and 
the church. The Father has sent His Son to bapti ze 
with the Holy Spirit.  Speaking in tongues and 
bearing the fruit of the Spirit are New Testament 
signs of being fi lled with the Holy Spirit. 

We believe that salvati on is by grace through 
faith in the sacrifi cial death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross and that He died in our place. The believer’s 
sins are forgiven by the shedding of His blood. 
We believe that healing of mind, body, soul, and 
spirit is available to the believer through the 
blood of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy 
Spirit. We believe in one bapti sm in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

We believe that the grace of God brings forgiveness 
and reconciliati on to those who repent, as well as 
transformati on in holiness, enabling them to live a 
Christ-like life. Sancti fi cati on is both a defi nite work 
of grace and a lifelong process of change in the 
believer brought by the blood of Jesus, the Word 
of God, and the enabling power of the Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one holy, universal church, 
composed of all true believers in Jesus Christ, 
off ering fellowship and calling for service to 
men and women of all races, nati ons, cultures,  
and languages. We believe in the spiritual and 
ulti mate visible unity of the church. 

We believe that the Bible—both Old and New 
Testaments—is the inspired Word of God. The 
Bible is God’s revelati on of Himself and His 
will to humankind, suffi  cient for instructi on in 
salvati on and daily Christi an living. The Bible is 
the Christi an’s rule of faith and practi ce. 

We believe that God will ulti mately reconcile all 
things in heaven and earth in Christ. Therefore, 
we look forward to new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells.
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PRE-ASSEMBLY



WEDNESDAY
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The 101st International Assembly of the Church of 
God of Prophecy opened early Wednesday morning, 
July 20, 2022, with dynamic worship led by June 
Gordon, worship leader from Abundant Grace Ministries 
COGOP in Memphis, Tennessee, along with the 
Assembly Worship Team. 

The morning prayer was led by Gena Kernazhystski, 
national bishop of Belarus and member of the Europe, 
CIS, and Middle East Shared Leadership Team. Bishop 
Gary Smith, the Church’s state bishop of Oklahoma, 
welcomed the estimated 3,500 delegates who joined the 
morning session in person. Online attendance exceeded 
that number. In-person attendance was anticipated to 
increase as the weekend approached.

Presiding Bishop Sam N. Clements called the 
Assembly to order, bringing down the moderator’s 

gavel to officially open the Assembly. He greeted 
the delegates and then invited the members of the 
International Presbytery to join him at the front of the 
Assembly Hall. Their presence with him was to signify 
their one-accord selection of the Church’s next presiding 
bishop, Timothy Coalter. Bishop Coalter was formerly 
the general presbyter of North America. Also selected 
to serve as the general presbyter of Africa was Bishop 
James Kolawole, current national bishop of Ghana and 
Nigeria and administrative assistant for Africa since the 
untimely passing of General Presbyter Stephen Masilela. 
Bishop Brian Sutton, current state bishop for Alabama, 
was presented by the International Presbytery for 
confirmation as North America general presbyter. The 
Assembly delegates confirmed all three selections in 
one-accord approval.
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All general presbyters were affirmed. The Finance 
Director’s Report, Corporate Board Report, Finance and 
Stewardship Committee Report, and the Biblical Doctrine 
and Polity Committee Report were read. Questions 
and comments were entertained by Moderator Bishop 
Clayton Martin, general presbyter of the Caribbean and 
Atlantic Ocean Islands. After a lunch break, business 
continued until late afternoon and Business was officially 
closed at 5:36. Please consult the upcoming 2022 
Assembly Business Acts for more information about 
rulings rendered.

The Wednesday evening service began with a stirring 
opening ceremony that featured beautiful worship with 
flags and banners and expressive, interpretive movement. 
Voiceovers by Bishop Adrian Varlack and White Wing 
Messenger editor, Marsha Robinson, accompanied 
pictures telling the story of the origins and growth of the 
Church of God of Prophecy in a video portrayed on two 
large screens. Excited COGOP families and individuals 

from around the world joined the worshipers on stage 
signifying the inclusive diversity of our movement. 
Immediately following this presentation was the much-
loved Parade of Nations accompanied by the world-
famous Bahama Brass Band. One hundred thirty-five 
flags, many carried by indigenous people, marched to the 
front of the hall awaiting the entrance of the All-Nations 
Flag, our beautiful banner of love.

The Assembly Worship Team began with “You are 
Good” and sang several powerful songs. Worship leader 
June Gordon and her team brought a wonderful time 
of worship to all in attendance. Presiding Bishop Sam 
Clements introduced evening speaker Bishop Woodley 
Thompson who delivered a powerful message on the 
Assembly theme, “Reconciling the World to Christ.” He 
challenged his listeners to “see those words as more 
than a theme; it is our history, and it is our future. It is our 
mandate; it is our mission, and it is the sum total of our 
ministry as a church.” 



THURSDAY
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The second day of the Assembly began with a time 
of worship and prayer. June Gordon and the Assembly 
Worship Team led the Assembly delegates in worship as 
everyone sang, “Show Us Your Glory” and “Good, Good 
Father.” Bishop Tim McCaleb, general presbyter of Asia, 
Australia, and Oceania, directed a time of prayer in which 
Bishop Rogelio Justiniano of the Philippines prayed 
impassioned, effectual prayers for the harvest. After 
another season of worship, Bishop Clements announced 
the bishop ordination service that came next. Some of 
the ministers had been ordained during the past four 
years, but this was a holy moment when the leadership of 
the Church of God of Prophecy laid hands on each one. 
“Blessed Assurance” was sung as a background theme 
between each continental group as a record number of 
bishops from around the world were ordained. During 
the nearly two-hour service, Presiding Bishop Sam 

Clements charged the men to “be instant in season and 
out of season,” as well as instructing them to “dedicate 
your time, energy, and talents to the ministry. We must be 
about our Father’s business. It is time to save the lost.” At 
the end of the sacred service, Bishop McCaleb remarked, 
“The COGOP is no place for self-seeking men; no place 
for those who live only for themselves. To follow God is to 
be sanctified and not follow the pattern of Adam but the 
pattern of Christ.”

After the ordination service, a momentous occasion 
took place: the first graduation ceremony for the 
graduates of the Church of God of Prophecy’s institution 
of higher learning, Spirit and Life Seminary. Dr. Michael 
Hernandez, president of Spirit and Life, made opening 
remarks. He introduced Dr. David Han, Dean and Vice-
President for Academics at Pentecostal Theological 
Seminary (PTS), Cleveland, Tennessee, as well as Dr. 
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Michael L. Baker, President of PTS and Chancellor of 
the Division of Education for the Church of God. They 
congratulated Dr. Hernandez and Spirit and Life Seminary 
for their achievements. Drs. Han and Baker also conferred 
an honorary doctorate from PTS on Bishop Sam Clements.  
Dr. Hernandez introduced the student speaker for the 
graduation ceremony, Ysaias Florian Diaz. Dr. Hernandez 
gave a charge to the graduates as well as the COGOP 
worldwide and then invited Albert Murza to announce the 
graduates. There was prayer and much rejoicing for what 
God has done.

Thursday afternoon was a time of personal and 
ministerial enrichment. Assembly delegates had their 
choice of 35 workshops presented by Church leaders and 
guest speakers with expertise in a variety of subjects.

Thursday evening began with a rousing concert by 
the world-famous Bahama Brass Band. There was much 
joy in the house, and the people came with a heart to 
worship. The general presbyters, newly-selected Presiding 
Bishop Tim Coalter, Bishop Paul Holt, Dr. Michael 
Hernandez, and special guests took time to honor Bishop 

Sam Clements and his wife Linda for the selfless service 
they have given to the Church of God of Prophecy over 
a lifetime. Gifts were given to both, and heartfelt thanks 
were expressed in thunderous applause by the Assembly 
congregation.

The evening speaker was introduced by Bishop Dr. 
Gabriel Vidal, general presbyter of South America, who 
moderated the service. Bishop Clayton Endecott, general 
presbyter of Europe, CIS, and the Middle East, delivered 
a timely message to the Assembly, “Hearing God.” He 
ardently spoke of our relationship as Pentecostals to God 
in this way: “For Pentecostals, he is not only a God of 
history or of origin, for us, he is not simply a transcendent 
God, beyond our ways and finding out, but an immanent 
God, one who works in our lives daily, who touches, 
heals, saves, and indwells. He maintains a deep and 
transforming relationship with us. He touches us, our 
hearts, our lives, our families. He builds a relationship with 
us. He enlists us to join him in his vision, and he empowers 
us to do his work on the earth in the power, righteousness, 
and love of the Holy Spirit.” A time of prayer was had in 
the altar as the service concluded.
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FRIDAY

Friday’s morning session was moderated by General 
Presbyter of Mexico, Central America, and the Spanish-
speaking Caribbean Bishop Ben Feliz. The prayer 
theme was the core value of Leadership Development. 
Bishop Flavio Rosario R., the national bishop of the 
Dominican Republic, led a time of prayer in Spanish 
(with interpretation).

A moment of silence was taken to memorialize 
the ministers who have passed away since the 2018 
Assembly. Bishop Feliz made special mention of the 400 
pastors who died from Covid-19 and added that more 
than 1,000 COGOP members had succumbed to the 
virus as well. It was a solemn time for all in attendance.

After a time of worship, Bishop Sam Clements 
delivered his final Biennial Address to the International 
Assembly. He encouraged and provoked the Church to 
action with these words: “I believe the Spirit is calling for 
no less than a complete reformation, and yet another 

Great Awakening with Jesus Christ at the center of it all. 
As I lean in to hear what the Spirit is saying about this 
very hour we are presently living in, I hear an awakening 
cry to open our eyes and recognize what has been 
developing around us for a very long time.” He went on 
to say, “While the enemy has convinced many that this is 
a battle that is unwinnable, many in my generation and 
possibly the generation following have believed this 
is an issue of commitment, that the youth of today are 
drawn to comfort and ease and entertainment, but what 
we have failed to recognize is the unique passions and 
desires God has breathed into them to impact the world. 
They will not be changed by the world, nor a culture that 
the world is trying to impose upon them, but they will be 
world changers.” His message can be read in its entirety 
on page 16 of this issue of the White Wing Messenger.

The much-loved Mission Encounter was held in 
the Exhibit Hall from 12–5 Friday afternoon. Beautifully 
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decorated booths and our international family in their 
indigenous clothing transported us around the world. So 
much joy! 

The evening service on Friday was preceded 
by another upbeat and exciting concert by the 
Bahama Brass Band. A moving KidServe spotlight 
was moderated by International Director of Children’s 
Ministry Bishop Dr. Shaun McKinley. In a unique 
departure from tradition, Dr. McKinley explained that 
he chose to forego the usual practice of bringing all 
the children attending the Assembly on stage for this 
service because he did not want to interrupt the work 
of the Holy Spirit in the Assembly for Kids meeting. 
He introduced a special speaker, Dr. Wess Stafford, 
President Emeritus of Compassion International, an 
internationally recognized advocate for children. Dr. 
Stafford challenged the Assembly to understand the 
importance of ministry to children. He said, “In the 

kingdom of our God, the little are big.”
After this portion of the service, International 

Director of Youth Ministries Bishop Kirk Rising 
announced many exciting things going on in youth 
ministry around the world. 

The evening speaker, Pastor Zach Kelley, preached 
a powerful message. He read the Isaiah passage where 
God asks, “Who can I send?” and compared that to 
today’s oft-recited phrase, “Who cares?” He encouraged 
every generation to care about lost souls, saying, “It is 
the responsibility of each generation not only to believe 
on Jesus for our salvation but to also boldly proclaim 
Jesus to the next generation so that they might believe 
on him as well. This is to be an unbroken cycle. Each 
generation must know him and carry him to the next 
generation.” A time of prayer and ministry followed the 
anointed preaching.



SATURDAY
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Saturday morning began with the Assembly 
Worship Team singing, “God Really Loves Us.” The 
room was full of worshipers pressing into the presence 
of God. Bishop Dr. Clayton Martin, general presbyter 
of the Caribbean and Atlantic Ocean Islands, invited 
everyone to join in prayer with Bishop Hernandes 
Fernandes Filho, national bishop of Brazil, and a team 
of prayer warriors with him. An extended time of prayer 
focused on the core value of stewardship.

Kathryn Creasy presented the leadership team 
of the Leadership Development and Discipleship 
Ministries department: Bishop Dr. Michael Hernandez, 
president of Spirit and Life Seminary; Bishop Dr. 
Shaun McKinley, director of International Children’s 
Ministry; Bishop Dr. Elias Rodriguez, Center for Biblical 
Leadership instructor; and Bishop Kirk Rising, director 
of International Youth Ministries. Each director took 
part in a presentation outlining the need for ministerial 
and leadership training. Together, they outlined LDD’s 
strategic plan to train and equip COGOP ministers, a 
program written and developed by COGOP educators, 
the Minister’s Development Program, or MDP. Pastor 
Jonathan Olavarria, Dr. Abigail Velazquez, and Pastor 
Omar Gonzalez interviewed participants about MDP. 

There were video endorsements from pastors and 
bishops concerning the impact the program has had in 
their areas. Kathryn Creasy gave a brief introduction of 
the MDP pilot programs in Mexico, Malawi, and South 
Carolina, as well as a global online pilot program. It is a 
blessing to have such quality education available in the 
Church of God of Prophecy.

The morning speaker was Dr. Felicia Payano, a native 
of the Dominican Republic, now living and pastoring 
in Houston, Texas. Dr. Payano preached a compelling 
sermon in Spanish with English translation provided. 
Her sermon title was, “Living to Serve.” She began by 
encouraging the Assembly to understand the love of 
God, saying, “From Adam until today, God has always 
wanted to be in relationship with humans. He formed us 
to have a relationship, an intimate friendship with him.” 
She exhorted that those so loved should be motivated to 
serve. “The opportunity to serve is found in every corner 
of life: at work, at home, with friends, in short, in every 
occasion that circumstances allow, help whoever you 
can, give the best of yourself. Let us use all our abilities 
and resources to help people, doing them good. It is my 
prayer that united with the Spirit of God in this Assembly, 
we will reconcile the world with the God of love, we will 
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be empowered, in every state, in every nation, and in 
every local church, to imitate the Lord, doing good to all.”

Saturday afternoon was full of music and worship and 
excitement. The Caribbean Celebration, moderated by 
Bishop Dr. Clayton Martin, and the Hispanic Celebration, 
which took place at the Oklahoma City host church, 
invited everyone to experience the rich cultural and 
ministry heritage of our Spanish-speaking and Caribbean-
island brothers and sisters. 

The Saturday evening service offered one more 
time to experience the joy that the Bahama Brass Band 
brings. A video was shown highlighting the core value 
of Biblical Stewardship. A powerful time of worship 
fell on the Assembly as the Assembly Worship Team 
ministered. Bishop Daniel Felipe, the state bishop of 
Texas, preached the sermon, “Ministry in His Image 
and Likeness.” He declared that the world is in a state 
of discrepancy with God. “The term reconciliation has 
over time evolved to become a term that we use to refer 

to the mending of broken relationships—whether it is 
the relationship between a father and a son, between 
spouses, or even between friends. We have come to know 
reconciliation as the healing act of bringing broken parts 
back together. Although this holds true, it is a relational 
image that extrapolates from the original intent of the 
word. Originally the word reconciliation is an accounting 
term, used to remediate the existence of a discrepancy, 
and a discrepancy is the absence of image and likeness. 
For when a record that is designed to mirror an account in 
every way, in every sum, and in every line-item fails to bear 
true testimony of the account, a discrepancy exists.”

Later in his message, he explained, “But in order for 
the church to become an instrument of reconciliation, 
the church must reconcile its ministry with the ministry 
of Jesus. In other words, there cannot be a discrepancy 
between his ministry and our ministry; there cannot be a 
discrepancy between his mission and our mission; there 
cannot be a discrepancy between his heart and our heart.” 



SUNDAY
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Sunday’s concluding service was as full of Holy 
Ghost power as all the others. Minister Janice Roseboro 
called the congregation to a strong season of prayer, 
laying the foundation for a wonderful time with the Lord. 
The Assembly Worship Team sang in the anointing of the 
Holy Spirit, reprising the song from earlier in the week “I 
Praise God.” The congregation participated boisterously 
and worshiped God with the words, “He picked me 
up, he turned me around, he placed my feet on solid 
ground. I thank the Master, I thank the Savior, I thank 
God.” It was glorious.

Dr. Cathy Payne, Global Missions coordinator, 
came to the podium to announce the recipients of this 
Assembly’s Global Missions Awards. See the Assembly 
Journal for that list.

Bishop Sam Clements introduced Presiding Bishop-
Select Tim Coalter, calling on him to give the Assembly 
the closing charge. Bishop Coalter invited his family 
to the platform and thanked them for their support. 
He then challenged the Church of God of Prophecy to 
live out the Church’s vision statement, which had been 
highlighted as the theme of this Assembly: “Reconciling 
the world to Christ through the power of the Holy 
Spirit.” He said, “Momentum will be our friend moving 
forward. It is not the result of one push. It is the result of 
many continual pushes over time in the same direction. 
From the beginning, we have been pushed by God for 
reconciliation.” 

Later in his charge, he expounded on that thought, 
saying, “Evangelism was at the heart of the first Assembly 
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in 1906 when the Church of God met at a home in Camp 
Creek, North Carolina.  After considering the ripened 
fields and open doors for evangelism, the minutes noted 
that ‘strong men wept and said they were not only willing 
but anxious to go.’ That this would grip us today; that men 
and women would be anxious to go in the direction of 
reconciliation. It was, therefore, the sense of the meeting 
that they would do their best to press into every open 
door with greater zeal and energy for the spread of the 
glorious gospel of the Son of God than ever before. 
Imagine this new church movement with 21 believers 
from a small Appalachian Mountains community, men 
and women of meager means, growing to more than 

1000 members in just four years. Could that happen 
where you’re at? Over the subsequent ten years, they 
carried the gospel because of the zeal within them to 
Egypt, Cuba, Chile, Virgin Islands, Barbados, Argentina, 
China, Bermuda, Canada, Jamaica, Guatemala, and the 
Bahama Islands and increased the membership of the 
Church during that time to more than 15,000. That’s 
our Church, our heritage. Push after push, this train 
continued to gain momentum.” 

A powerful word, indeed. The Assembly was 
complete, but the joy and power of the experiences with 
God and each other will carry us. To God be the glory. 
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I begin with a passage of Scripture in Joel 2:28–32: 
“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will 
pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old 
men shall dream dreams, your young men shall 
see visions: And also upon the servants and 
upon the handmaids in those days will I pour 
out my spirit. And I will shew wonders in the 
heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and 
pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into 
darkness, and the moon into blood, before the 
great and terrible day of the Lord come. And 
it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call 
on the name of the Lord shall be delivered: 
for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be 
deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in the 
remnant whom the Lord shall call.”

I, for one, believe we are approaching that very time 
today. Now I don’t claim any special prophetic gift, but a few 
things are abundantly clear. We live in uncertain times, where 
division, hatred, and evil are certainly on the rise.

Disagreements over race, gender, culture, and more 
are dividing our society as people choose sides and vilify 
one another. These challenges are very much impacting the 
church today, whether we want to believe it or not.

Mike Bickle, several years ago, wrote a book called, 
God’s Answer to the Growing Crisis. He used a Psalm chapter 
two prophecy by King David, which reads, “Why do the 
nations rage, and the people plot in vain? The Kings of the 
earth set themselves and the rulers take counsel together 
against the Lord and against His anointed, saying, let us 
burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.”

“The Kings of the Earth” and “The Rulers” who will 
come together, Bickle says, are “the leaders of the culture, 
not just smaller political leaders, and the Kings, but leaders 
of academia, the media, the marketplace, economics, 
military, sports…all are rulers of culture; they will come 
together not 100 percent, but enough of them for David to 
say, 'They will come together!'

What these leaders will do, he says, is work together 
to “plan and scheme.” Their goal is laid out in verse three, 

Biennial Address

Reconciling the World to Christ
Through the Power of the Holy Spirit



WWM  S EP TEM B ER  202 2      17

where King David, in essence, says, “They are going to drive 
the influence of the Word of God out of the culture.” They will 
get rid of, dismiss, the Word of God from the public square 
in every way possible. Have we not seen this accelerated in 
every way possible in the last few short years? Bickle says this 
increase is due in part to the Internet, which he says has given 
language and accessibility for all kinds of people to voice 
opinions and gather likeminded people around them.

I believe the Spirit is calling for no less than a complete 
reformation, and yet another Great Awakening with Jesus 
Christ at the center of it all. As I lean in to hear what the Spirit 
is saying about this very hour we are presently living in, I 
hear an awakening cry to open our eyes and recognize what 
has been developing around us for a very long time. The 
changes in our world and also the church world have been 
so subtle in the past that many failed to recognize what was 
going on so we just carried on business as usual. For several 
years now, we have watched as many of our young adults 
and professionals walked away from our churches.

While the enemy has convinced many that this is a battle 
that in unwinnable, many in my generation and possibly 
the generation following have believed this is an issue of 
commitment, that the youth of today are drawn to comfort 
and ease and entertainment, but what we have failed to 
recognize is the unique passions and desires God has 
breathed into them to impact the world. They will not be 
changed by the world, nor a culture that the world is trying to 
impose upon them, but they will be world changers.

They will no longer be pleased to just maintain a product 
that has been handed down from generation to generation, 
nor will they be content to live on hand-me-down inspiration 
or trying to build on someone else’s vision. It is imperative for 
each generation to discover Christ for themselves. They must 
be given freedom to explore if they fall down, help them get 
up, but don’t lock them in a box and expect growth. The real 
process of growth can only take place in the freedom of truth. 
Truth discovered personally is the path to freedom. There 
must be a personal encounter with Jesus Christ.

Paul, in writing the Epistles, emphasizes this over and 
over. The book of Romans, considered by many to be Paul’s 
greatest work, is placed first among his 13 epistles in the 
New Testament. The four Gospels written by Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John present the words and works of Jesus Christ 
while Paul zeroes in on the significance of Christ's sacrificial 
death. One writer said that Paul records the most systematic 
presentation of doctrine in the Bible.

The book of Romans is more than a book of theology; 
it is also a book of practical exhortation. The good news of 
Jesus Christ is more than facts to be believed; it is also a 
life to be lived—a life of righteousness befitting the person 
who has been justified freely by God’s grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.

As I study Paul’s writings here in Romans and other 
Epistles that were written by him, one thing becomes loud 
and clear: God’s judgement is according to truth. God does 
not have one standard for the USA and another for Africa, 
and another for Europe or Central and South America 
or Asia and the Caribbean, nor the Baptists, Methodists, 
Pentecostals, but all are judged according to TRUTH!

When you go back to Romans 1 and look honestly at the 
scripture, you may find it difficult to boast of the fact that we 
are all not guilty of at least one of the sins mentioned.

There are sins of the flesh and sins of the Spirit. The sins 
of the flesh are the ones we judge in other people’s lives. The 
sins of the Spirit are the ones we sometimes condone in our 
own lives. They are the ugliest of all.

There are “prodigal sons” and “elder brothers.” The 
prodigals leave home and sin away from home; everybody 
knows who the prodigals are. The elder brothers stay 
home, keep the rules, do their duty, but harbor things in 
their hearts like envy, jealousy, even hatred. They are both 
sinners. Prodigals return and find grace; elder sons do not 
feel they need grace, nor do they want it; and they will not 
allow others to receive it. Grace will be the determining 
issue in the judgement! The Jewish people that Paul was 
addressing had a religion of outward action, not inward 
attitude. They tried to be moral outside, but what about the 
inside. What about the heart?
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You only have to read the powerful words of Jesus in 
Matthew 23 to know that Jesus is looking at the heart. In 
Matthew 15, the Scribes and the Pharisees were accusing 
the disciples of transgressing the traditions of the elders by 
not washing their hands before they ate bread, but Jesus 
made them to know that unwashed hands do not constitute 
sin—but dirty hearts do. He said, “For out of the heart 
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, false witness, blasphemies.”

A corrupt heart corrupts the whole man. David knew 
where the problem was, and he cried out, “Create in me a 
clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.”

You see, lies begin in the heart. When Ananias came 
before Peter, Peter said, “Ananias, why hath Satan filled 
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost?” Ananias fell down 
dead. One might wonder why judgement was so harsh. 
After all, no one had been murdered, no immorality, no 
church fuss, but we are 
talking about heart sins. 
The big sins are heart sins. 
Ananias wanted to appear 
more religious than he 
was. God can handle 
mistakes and ignorance, 
but not phony hearts.

Jesus upset the 
people with his ministry 
because he not only 
exposed the sin of those 
who had been found out, 
but he exposed the sin of 
those who had sinned and 
not been found out. He 
looked inside the heart.

God is not impressed 
with our programs, 
formalities, or our 
professionalism. Paul says 
it must be of the heart, in 
the spirit, and not of the letter.

It is much easier to be a letter people and just follow 
the letter of the law, or documents written and created by 
men. I realize we have to have guidelines that are founded in 
the Word, but we must not become so bound that we have 
no room for the divine Spirit that moves according to the 
will of God. It is the Spirit that giveth life. For the Pharisees, 
the letter transcended the Spirit; they kept the letter with 
no interest in the meaning or significance. The Jews had 
their law, but they didn’t have God. You can have a doctrine 
without Spirit, and it is nothing but a dead letter.

You can have knowledge of him. You may keep most of 
the commandments as the rich, young ruler did in the New 
Testament. You may go to church every Sunday and, like 
good elder sons, do your duty and still be as lost as the man 
who has never heard the name of Jesus. Salvation is not a 
belief about God; it is an experience of God. Until people 

are truly reconciled to Christ and their hearts are purified by 
the Holy Spirit, they will never be reconciled to each other—
and Jesus’s prayer in John 17 will not be answered.

People can be wrong about doctrinal beliefs; we all 
have been and will be wrong about a few things. What we 
believe about doctrinal matters depends largely upon how 
much light we have on the subject as a result of open-
minded study and revelation of the Spirit, but knowledge 
and belief alone does not change the heart.

For the last eight years, I have preached and promoted 
unity both inside and outside our organization. I have 
encouraged our people to tear down walls and build 
bridges. I realize we all have some honest differences that 
can only be reconciled as we seek a deeper experience with 
Jesus Christ.

Ever since the third-century, Christians have been 
divided over doctrinal 
issues. Because of these 
divisions and creed 
making, hatred has 
pushed the love of Christ 
aside and hindered the 
Gospel message. Christian 
unity has all but been 
destroyed. The church has 
never been the powerful 
life-changing force as it 
was in the first century, 
but I believe that the Spirit 
is speaking to honest-
hearted believers all over 
the world and telling us it 
is time to come together 
as one.

I can’t help but 
wonder how far down the 
road we would be if we 
could stop arguing long 
enough to seek a deeper 

experience with Jesus Christ.

Jesus spoke to the very people who thought 
themselves to be doctrinally perfect, who prided 
themselves in their knowledge of the Scriptures, and 
said to them, “And ye have not his word abiding in you: 
for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. Search the 
scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and 
they are they, which testify of me. And ye will not come to 
me, that ye might have life” (John 5:38-40).

They knew the Scriptures, but they didn’t know Christ! 
If you missed Jesus in the Scriptures, you misread it. Jesus 
is the key to every scripture. The “Written Word” reveals the 
“Living Word.”

The point is some never get past the written word. They 
have to have a list of instructions, do’s and don’ts to go by. 
Unless something is written down that they can specifically 
refer to, they have no other direction. But there cannot be 

It is imperative for each 
generation to discover 
Christ for themselves. They 
must be given freedom to 
explore. If they fall down, 
help them get up, but don’t 
lock them in a box and 
expect growth.
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enough things written to guide us through every area of life, 
and unless you have something deeper than that you are 
going to get lost. Unless grace is your teacher and the Holy 
Spirit is your guide, you will miss the mark.

Jesus doesn’t answer to creeds; and when people use 
scripture out of context to prove a preconceived idea, they 
are rejecting Christ. We all at one time or another have been 
guilty of this. I can only say, "God forgive us for the times we 
have taken scripture out of context to try and fit them into 
our own theology." The question is, Do we try to change 
Jesus to fit into our box, our lifestyles, or do we change us to 
fit HIM?

We can have a doctrine and not have God; we can 
create a plan without Christ. When the church loses sight of 
Jesus, then it must draw attention to itself. The church is not 
here to be seen for herself; it is here for Christ to be seen. 
The church is not the Savior; Jesus is the Savior.

Men have always stumbled over legalism, and they 
always will because it is simple and self-promoting. It 
reduces Christianity to a “cookie cutter” mentality. It says you 
have to do exactly the way I do, or you are wrong.

Mark and Luke both recorded interesting events in the 
life of Jesus that I think speaks to this very thing today:

And John answered him, saying, Master, we 
saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he 
followeth not us: and we forbad him, because 
he followeth not us.                                                      

But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no 
man which shall do a miracle in my name, that 
can lightly speak evil of me.

For he that is not against us is on our part 
(Mark 9:38–40).

The man they tried to stop was casting out demons! 
He was not a fake, there was no doubt about the power 
manifest, and the disciples acknowledged as much. Jesus 
said so, the man was doing a good work in Jesus' name, and 
Jesus received the glory. Jesus let them know that a man 
working miracles in his name can’t be all bad. The disciples’ 
real problem was, “He followed us not.” What they were 
really saying was, "Jesus, since he didn’t join with us, we 
want you to stop him."

The disciples' only interest was themselves. Their 
small group—that is all the vision they had so they wanted 
Jesus to stop him. Underneath it all was the reality that 
this man succeeded where they had failed, and that is 
hard to swallow.

The situation is much the same today. There is 
competition where there should be cooperation. We build 
fences when we should be building bridges. We wall 
ourselves in and others out. We don’t want to admit it, but 
the spirit of “Jonah” is still alive in some folks’ heart. You 
know the story of Jonah. Some people never get past the 
big fish, but there is much more to the story than a whale 
swallowing a man. Jonah was the prophet sent to Nineveh. 
He was sent to condemn the city. The wicked city of Nineveh, 

as far as Jonah was concerned, anything they received, 
they deserved. The Jews hated the Ninevites. In their view, 
the Ninevites deserved to be destroyed, and Jonah was 
privileged to proclaim this justice—but he ran the other way. 
Why? It wasn’t that he liked the Ninevites, not because he 
wished them to be spared. Jonah knew the heart of God. He 
knew God was a merciful God, and he ran in order to abort 
grace. It made Jonah mad that God would even consider 
saving Nineveh. 

But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he 
was very angry.
And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I 
pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, 
when I was yet in my country? Therefore, I fled 
before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art 
a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, 
and of great kindness, and repentest thee of 
the evil.
Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, 
my life from me; for it is better for me to die 
than to live.
Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be 
angry? (Jonah 4:1–4)

Jonah was angry with grace, and he presumed to tell 
God how and to whom to give his grace. Jonah wanted 
Nineveh to burn, but Jonah needed Nineveh as much as 
Nineveh needed Jonah. Jonah needed Nineveh, not to 
narrow him, but to widen him. He had to get out of his 
bigoted rut. Jonah feared this, and he refused to walk in the 
depths of grace. He wanted punishment, not salvation. He 
turned “Good News” into “Bad News.” Jonah fought grace 
all the way to the end, and he penned the saddest words in 
Scripture, when he wrote, “Death is better to me than life.” 
Paul said the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life. God, help 
us to understand this.

We want truth, but truth is more than facts. When you 
find Jesus, you find truth. He said, “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life.” (John 14:6). Truth will free us, not creeds, not 
issues, but truth.

Truth is what brings freedom from guilt. Truth brings 
freedom from ignorance. Truth frees us from wrong motives 
and goals. Truth transforms us. Jesus is living truth.  

Moses revealed the law, but grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ. God gave Moses the law on stones, but stones 
express no feeling, no pity, and no forgiveness. The law tells 
us what we ought to be, but it does not help us do anything 
about it. The law says, "This do and thou shalt live." Grace 
says, "Live and thou shalt do." The law demands holiness; 
grace gives holiness. God does not merely communicate 
information about himself. “And the word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).

Today, we must have more than a doctrine. We must 
have that personal relationship with Jesus so that we can 
love as he loved and minister as he ministered.

In Luke, chapter nine, right after the incident where the 
disciples tried to stop the man from casting out devils in 
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For the love of Christ compels us, because 
we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all 
died; 
and He died for all, that those who live should 
live no longer for themselves, but for Him who 
died for them and rose again.
Therefore, from now on, we regard no one 
according to the fl esh. Even though we have 
known Christ according to the fl esh, yet now 
we know Him thus no longer. 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new. 
Now all things are of God, who has reconciled 
us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has 
given us the ministry of reconciliation, 
that is, that God was in Christ reconciling 
the world to Himself, not imputing their 
trespasses to them, and has committed to us 
the word of reconciliation.
Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God were pleading through us: we 
implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled 
to God. 
For He made Him who knew no sin to 
be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him (2 Corinthians 
5:14–21 NKJV).

It was H. Jackson Brown Jr. who coined the phrase, 
“like an octopus on roller skates.” It’s the idea of going 
everywhere but going nowhere. Heading in all sorts of 
directions but making no forward progress.

This is the risk of leadership transition. One leads in a 
particular direction, then a successor comes along with a 
new vision and direction, only to have those plans aborted 
by yet another successor. So that just like the octopus on 
roller skates, we end up going in all sorts of directions but 
make very little forward progress. This model of transition 
is not a friend of momentum. 

I was greatly impacted at a conference years ago 
when the speaker noted that a train traveling down the 
track at 55 mph could crash through a fi ve-foot-thick, steel-
reinforced concrete wall without stopping, but that same 
train, starting from a stationary position, could be kept at a 
standstill by a small block placed under the wheel.

Momentum will be our friend moving forward. It is not 
the result of one push. It is the result of many continual 
pushes over time in the same direction.

As Jesus began his earthly ministry, he pushed the 
train in a particular direction when he called his early 
disciples, saying, “Follow me, and I will make you fi shers of 
men” (Matthew 4:19).

After three and a half years of teaching his disciples 
this model of fi shing, Jesus gave the train another push 
in the same direction, saying, “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations” (Matthew 28:19 NKJV).

A Reconciling Church

Assembly
Challenge
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Then on the day of his ascension to heaven, Jesus gave 
yet another push with the words, “But you shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

With each push, momentum was increasing.
Roughly 22 years later, Paul pushed the train yet again 

in his second letter to the Corinthians instructing every 
believer that we have all been given both the word of 
reconciliation and the ministry of reconciliation. We have 
been commissioned as ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God were pleading through us, be reconciled to God 
(2 Corinthians 5:18–20).

Be fi shers of men. Go into all the world. Be witnesses 
of me to the end of the earth. Do the work of reconciliation 
as his ambassadors. Same message, same direction, same 
train, many pushes.

Then came John Wesley, whose distinct voice 
intertwined signifi cantly with the roots of this Church. He 
instructed young ministers, saying, “You have nothing to 
do but to save souls. Therefore, spend and be spent in this 
work.” This was yet another push of the train, adding to its 
momentum.

Evangelism was at the heart of the fi rst Assembly in 
1906 when the Church of God met at a home in Camp 
Creek, North Carolina.  After considering the ripened fi elds 
and open doors for evangelism, the minutes noted that 
strong men wept and said they were not only willing, but 
anxious to go. It was, therefore, the sense of the meeting 
that they would do their best to press into every open door 
with greater zeal and energy for the spread of the glorious 
gospel of the Son of God than ever before. 

Imagine this new Church movement with 21 believers 
from a small Appalachian mountain community, men and 
women of meager means, growing to more than 1000 
members in just four years; then over the next ten years 
carrying the gospel to Egypt, Cuba, Chile, Virgin Islands, 

Barbados, Argentina, China, Bermuda, Canada, Jamaica, 
Guatemala, and the Bahama Islands—and increasing its 
membership to more than 15,000. Push after push, this train 
continued to gain momentum. 

There was yet another signifi cant push of momentum 
during the 1981 General Assembly. As  Bishop M. A. 
Tomlinson delivered his Annual Address on Friday morning, 
he introduced a section on "Pacesetters." 

Here are a few excerpts from that address: “When we 
look by faith at this glorious future, then look at present 
conditions in the kingdom of God and in the Church, we 
sense a very broad gap between our vision and present 
reality. Yet, we do not doubt the Word of God. I feel it is time 
that we give urgent attention to closing this gap. What is now 
a vision must become a reality. We can ill afford to continue 
simply talking about the glories that are ahead, with no one 
really taking the initiative, but everyone waiting on someone 
else to make the spiritual advances that are needed.”

He continued, “There must be leaders among us, 
whom I am referring to in this section as pacesetters, a 
pacesetter being one that leads the way or serves as a 
model. There must be men and women of vision all right, 
but they must be people who can harness their vision…. 

Momentum will be our friend 
moving forward. It is not the 
result of one push. It is the result 
of many continual pushes over 
time in the same direction.
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Pastor, you’re not just 
preparing another 
Sunday morning sermon. 
You’re helping reconcile 
the world to Christ. 

They must in reality possess a genuine pioneer spirit, a 
pioneer being a person who pushes into new territory, 
exploring and preparing the way for others to follow.

“Who will these pacesetters be? Where are those 
hardy pioneers who are willing to leave the comfort and 
security of the routine into which they are settled, and 
expose themselves to the unfamiliar, uncharted paths? 
These must be people of prayer, men and women who 
are in communion with the Holy Ghost.

“Right now pacesetters are needed within the 
Church. Yes, we need leaders, not just followers. Surely, 
God even now is stirring hearts, urging them to arise 
from the plane of the ordinary and the common-place, 
to reach forth unto those things that are before. What 
they are feeling is telling them, “Ye have compassed 
this mountain long enough: turn you northward” 
(Deuteronomy 2:3). Who will respond to the Spirit’s 
moving? Who is ready to be a pacesetter?”

I was a young, 20-year-old preacher who had just 
been appointed to my first church with 25 members, 
but I remember vividly the tears rolling down my face 
as a passion was birthed inside me to be a pacesetter 
in reaching the world for Jesus. I was responding to the 
moving of the Spirit and was ready and willing to be a 
pacesetter.

In 1994, there was another significant push of 
momentum as General Overseer Billy Murray introduced 
a Spirit-led shift of "Turning to the Harvest." Bishop 
Murray said to the Assembly, “Ten years ago (1984), 
the Lord called the Church of God of Prophecy to 
corporate repentance, ‘confessing that we have drifted 
in many ways from a vital relationship with the Holy 
Ghost, confessing a self-centeredness lacking in deep 
compassion for a world of people who are living now 
under the judgement of God to eternal damnation'.” 
Murray continued, “Since that time, the Lord has 
continued to work with us, making of us the people he 
desires.”

He then shared a resolution that, in part, read:
Recognizing that harvesting will be an endeavor of 

sacrifice…we turn from selfishness, self-preservation, and 
self-gratification.

Recognizing that harvesting will require 
empowerment by the Holy Spirit…we turn from anything 
that is grieving him in our midst.

Recognizing that harvesting will require united 
efforts…we turn from all that impedes genuine 
cooperation and fellowship among brethren.

Recognizing that our primary mission is to bring 
men and women into fellowship with Jesus Christ…we 
turn from all secondary issues and trivial concerns which 
Satan has used to distract us. 

The theme of that Assembly was "Turning to the 
Harvest." Subsequent Assembly themes continued 
to drill down in this same direction: Vibrant Churches 
Engaged in Harvest, Harvesting Together, and Passion for 
People. Push after push, building momentum.

And now, here we are at the 101st Assembly with yet 
another push of the Holy Spirit to engage in the "Ministry 
of Reconciliation'."

So I’m boarding a train that is already moving. The 
direction has already been determined, and the vision has 
already been cast. It is now incumbent upon me as the next 
presiding bishop, the General Presbyters, and leadership of 
the church to maintain direction, clarify focus, stoke the fire, 
and increase momentum as we move forward to reach every 
man, woman, boy, and girl with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The ministry of reconciliation that has been given to 
us by God cannot be one of many focuses that we might 
have; rather, it must be our one priority!

According to author Greg McKeown, the word 
priority came into the English language in the 1400s. It 
was singular. It meant the very first or prior thing. It stayed 
singular for the next 500 years. Only in the 1900s did we 
pluralize the term and start talking about priorities, thinking 
that we would somehow be able to have multiple “first” 
things. In reality, when we try to have multiple first things, 
then actually nothing is first. When we have many priorities, 
we really have no priorities. 

There is an old proverb that says, “If you chase two 
rabbits, you’ll not catch either one.” 

David said, “One thing I have desired of the Lord, that 
will I seek” (Psalm 27:4 NKJV).

Jesus told Martha, “One thing is needed” (Luke 10:42 
NKJV).

The man healed by Jesus said, “One thing I know” 
(John 9:25).

The apostle Paul said, “[This] one thing I do” 
(Philippians 3:13 NKJV). 

Reconciling the world to Christ must be our “one thing.” 
Imagine the harvest that would be reaped if every Spirit-

empowered church would unite around this one thing. 
Imagine if we would see ourselves as pastors not only 

of those who come to church every Sunday but as pastors 
of our cities and communities. 
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Imagine if we would see the potential that lies before us.
"Reconciling the World to Christ Through the Power of 

the Holy Spirit."
It is the theme of this Assembly. 
It is the vision of this corporate body.
A vision statement should be concise and memorable. 

It is my desire that everyone, young and old, of every nation 
and every language, will lock it in and commit it to memory. 
There is so much vision wrapped up in just 12 words.

"Reconciling the World to Christ Through the Power of 
the Holy Spirit."

The story is told of John F. Kennedy, a former 
president of the United States, walking down the hall at 
NASA (America’s Space Agency) and engaging the janitor 
in conversation. The president asked, “What is your job 
around here?” The janitor replied, “I’m helping send a man 
to the moon.” He wasn’t just mopping floors. He had a 
higher calling, a higher purpose.

Pastor, you’re not just preparing another Sunday 
morning sermon. You’re helping reconcile the world to 
Christ. You’re not just a musician, not just a singer, not just a 
nursery worker, not just a youth director, not just serving in 
children’s ministries, not just…whatever your role is in the 
local church. You are helping to reconcile the world to Christ.

Suppose on a scale of 1–10 we are at a 5 in the ministry 
of reconciliation and this number could be increased by 
just one. The impact would be tremendous.

5x5x5x5x5 = 3,125
6x6x6x6x6 = 7,776
How can we increase? How can we do better at this 

ministry of reconciliation?
Let’s go back to the idea of fishing for men. You’ll recall 

from Matthew’s Gospel that Jesus found Peter and Andrew 
his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they are fishermen. 
Then he said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers 
of men” (Matthew 4:19 NKJV). Going on from there, James 
and John were in the boat with their father mending their 
nets when they received this same call.

We often focus on the fish but give little thought to 
the net that catches them. A net is made of string (bonded 
nylon string is often used for strength) that is strategically 
tied together. The more a net is used, it is common for 
portions to break apart. When a net breaks or is damaged 
and needs mending, little strings are tied or grafted into 
the net.

We are a lot of little strings tied together. You can’t 
catch much with one little string, but we can catch a lot 
when we’re knotted together or knit together. Paul uses this 
word in his letter to the Colossians desiring that they be 
“knit together” in love.

He was a “knot-tier.” The ministry of reconciliation 
involves more than simply explaining to others what 
God has done in Christ. It requires that we become 
active reconcilers ourselves. Like Christ, a minister of 
reconciliation plunges into the midst of humanity to bring 

harmony out of chaos, reconciliation out of estrangement, 
and love in the place of hate.

In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, he worked to 
remedy the “I” disease that was threatening the unity of 
believer. “I belong to Cephas, Apollos, Paul, Christ” 
(1 Corinthians 1:12). 

He intervened to reconcile wealthier members who 
were trying to gain advantage and bring legal action against 
poorer members in pagan courts (1 Corinthians 6:1–11). 

He arbitrated conflicts concerning marriage, reminding 
them that God has called them to peace and reconciliation 
(1 Corinthians 7:15). 

He cautioned the ones with knowledge to be 
considerate of the weak regarding anything associated 
with idols and did the ministry of reconciliation 
(1 Corinthians 8:1–13). 

He rebuked the entire congregation for celebrating 
a Lord’s Supper that left poor members humiliated and 
hungry and worked to reconcile them together as one 
(1 Corinthians 11:17–34). 

What is it that’s dividing us? We can either stand alone 
as individual strings defending our rights, our preferences, 
our positions, and we will catch nothing. Or we can partner 
up, unite with one another, and knit ourselves together for 
the cause of Christ, mend the nets, and bring in a great 
harvest as we fish for men.

So with one end of our string, we mend our nets as we 
tie ourselves together with one another.

On the other end, we must tie ourselves together with 
the Holy Spirit. Our nets will never be completely mended 
without this knot being tied securely.

Reconciling the world to Christ THROUGH THE 
POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

When I was a child, my sister and I often played church. 
My sermon text was always Genesis 1:1: "In the beginning, 
God created the heavens and the earth." The next verse 
reads, “The earth was without form, and void; and the 
darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the face of the waters” (NKJV).

The condition of the earth at creation was a 
wasteland, formless, empty, dark, without substance, 
without order, without beauty, without life. But God 
did not create it to be desolate and uninhabited. The 
condition of the world was no threat to the Spirit of God 
who had dominion over it. As the Spirit hovered over 
(motion, movement), light came out of darkness and all of 
creation was transformed from death to life. 

This same Spirit hovered over Mary as the angel said 
to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Highest will overshadow you” (Luke 1:35 NKJV). The 
Spirit that hovered at the time of creation once again was 
hovering over a dark, empty world that was in need of a 
Savior, and the light of the world was born.

The Spirit was hovering once again in Acts 2 when a 
rushing, mighty wind filled the room.

CONTINUED ON P. 31
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the name of Jesus, we fi nd Jesus wanted to visit a village in 
Samaria, but they would not receive him. The disciples wanted 
to burn down Samaria, but Jesus rebuked them and said, “You 
know not what manner of spirit you are of, for the son of man is 
not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.”

Here is the message: the church is here to save, to rescue, 
to bind up wounds, to run an emergency room, a salvage 
business, to gather together. We must STOP talking about 
unity if we insist on practicing division. Unity is more than 
diagramming doctrines on paper; it is deeper than that. Unity 
is bigger than all of us. It is a personal growing and living 
relationship with Jesus Christ. We love each other because we 
love him; and when love is from the heart, love allows us to 
transcend our differences.

In this crucial hour when the Spirit is speaking to Christians 
all over the world and calling us to reconciliation, I close with 
the challenging verses from Hebrews 3:7–11, where the writer 
says,

Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye 
will hear his voice,
Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in 
the day of temptation in the wilderness:
When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and 
saw my works forty years.
Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, 
and said, They do alway err in their heart; and 
they have not known my ways.
So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into 
my rest.)

This was the second time Paul warned of this in his 
writings. The book of Hebrews was written and given to 
establish faith in Jesus Christ, “The Apostle of the Gospel,” 
"The High Priest of the church.” Here it says to consider Jesus 
for he is greater than the prophets, greater than the angels, 
greater than Moses and Joshua, greater than Aaron, and 
preeminent among all the heroes of faith.  He is the Apostle 
and High Priest of our profession; God sent him to us as 
a mediator. Jesus draws near to God for us; he reconciles 

If we will mend our nets and tie ourselves together 
with the Spirit, I believe he is wanting to hover over us once 
again. 

Scripture tells of Simon’s encounter with Jesus after he 
had been fi shing all night and had caught nothing. Jesus told 
him to go out again in those same waters and let down his 
same nets for a catch. It’s amazing what can happen when the 
Spirit begins to hover and something begins to move. 

There were seasons in my pastoral ministry when I was 
working hard but catching nothing. Then the Spirit would 
begin to hover. I would drop my nets in the same water but 
with much different results. 

When our nets are empty, the remedy usually isn’t 
a new fi shing hole, a new church, a new pastor, a new 
method, or some new gimmick. We need the hovering of 
the Spirit and a divine word to cast our nets again. Same 
net, same water, but a much different result that breaks the 
yolk, brings deliverance, fi lls the altar, converts the sinner, 
and reconciles the world to Christ.

Next year, we will be just one decade from 2033… 2,000 
years since the outpouring of Pentecost. There are two billion 
people in this world who have never heard the name of Jesus.

This is the challenge as we leave this Assembly. We 
have nothing to do but reconcile this world to Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Memorize it (vision 
statement), get it in your spirit, sing it, pray it, preach it, 
practice it, engage in the ministry of reconciliation, give 
the word of reconciliation. Be ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God were pleading through us: we implore you on 
Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.

and intercedes. Through Christ as Apostle, God holds 
communion with us; and through Christ as High Priest, we 
hold communion with God.

Looking unto him.
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