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COLUMNS

WE BELIEVE in the Holy Trinity—one God, 
eternally existing in Three Persons: Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one God, the Father, creator of 
heaven and earth, of all things seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father. 
All things were made through Him and for Him. 
He is true God and true man. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and was born of 
the virgin, Mary. He suffered, died, was buried, 
and on the third day He rose from the dead. He 
ascended to the right hand of the Father, and He 
will return to judge the living and the dead. His 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver 
of life, who eternally proceeds from the Father. 
He is Teacher, Comforter, Helper, and Giver 
of spiritual gifts.  Through Him the saving and 
sanctifying works of Jesus Christ are applied 
to the life of believers. He is the empowering 
presence of God in the life of the Christian and 
the church. The Father has sent His Son to baptize 
with the Holy Spirit.  Speaking in tongues and 
bearing the fruit of the Spirit are New Testament 
signs of being filled with the Holy Spirit. 

We believe that salvation is by grace through 
faith in the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross and that He died in our place. The believer’s 
sins are forgiven by the shedding of His blood. 
We believe that healing of mind, body, soul, and 
spirit is available to the believer through the 
blood of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy 
Spirit. We believe in one baptism in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

We believe that the grace of God brings forgiveness 
and reconciliation to those who repent, as well as 
transformation in holiness, enabling them to live a 
Christ-like life. Sanctification is both a definite work 
of grace and a lifelong process of change in the 
believer brought by the blood of Jesus, the Word 
of God, and the enabling power of the Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one holy, universal church, 
composed of all true believers in Jesus Christ, 
offering fellowship and calling for service to 
men and women of all races, nations, cultures,  
and languages. We believe in the spiritual and 
ultimate visible unity of the church. 

We believe that the Bible—both Old and New 
Testaments—is the inspired Word of God. The 
Bible is God’s revelation of Himself and His 
will to humankind, sufficient for instruction in 
salvation and daily Christian living. The Bible is 
the Christian’s rule of faith and practice. 

We believe that God will ultimately reconcile all 
things in heaven and earth in Christ. Therefore, 
we look forward to new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells.
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among other things because those things harm 
the body. Moreover, when a person exercises 
properly, eats right, maintains a healthy weight, 
and gets the proper amount of rest, he/she is 
demonstrating good stewardship over the body 
that God has entrusted to him/her.

The Scriptures encourage the children of 
God to develop their minds through study, 
meditation, and reading and to seek wisdom and 
knowledge. The human mind is one of the most 
complex and beautiful things created by God. It is 
capable of producing God-glorifying ideas in art, 
poetry, and songs, as well as the various sciences 
from architecture to zoology. Thus, Christians 
should consider the importance of being good 
stewards of their minds and should avoid mind-
dumbing activities such as excessive social media, 
television, and video gaming. 

Finally, stewardship also involves one’s 
material possessions. Psalm 24:1 (NKJV) reminds 
us that “The earth is the Lord’s, and all its fullness, 
The world and those who dwell therein.” All 
possessions are on loan from God and should 
be used in a manner that pleases him. A tithe 
is a small portion that is returned to God to 
acknowledge and show gratitude for all he has 
given, but stewardship of one’s possessions does 
not stop with the tithe. Everything is his, and when 
one can understand that truth completely, there is 
great freedom in being God’s steward rather than 
an owner.  

In fact, everything from a good day’s work to 
a day of rest requires one to be a good steward, 
and if you acknowledge him in all that you are, all 
that you have, and all that you can be, he will give 
you guidance in being the good and wise steward 
that he is calling you to be!

In this month’s edition of the White Wing 
Messenger, stewardship is the highlighted theme. 
Often, when one hears the term “stewardship,” 
one primarily thinks of the proper management 
of financial resources. While good stewardship 
does apply to and is needed in financial matters, 
the fact is that when one is a Christian, everything 
in that person’s life should come under the 
Lordship of Christ, which includes one’s family, 
physical body, mind, and possessions. Therefore, 
Christian stewardship involves the responsible 
management of every facet of one’s life.   

When a man or woman takes a spouse, that 
spouse is on loan from God. What a powerful 
difference it would make in a marriage if 
husbands and wives would view each other and 
their marriage with the understanding that their 
entire household and everyone in it belongs 
to God. When children are born into such a 
family, the mother and father should know that 
those children are God’s children, and they have 
been entrusted to them to be raised, nurtured, 
disciplined, and taught the love and grace of 
God.

Christians are to be good stewards of their 
physical bodies. In 1 Corinthians 6:19, the 
apostle Paul states, “Or do you not know that 
your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who 
is in you, whom you have from God, and you 
are not your own?” Because the body belongs 
to God, one should manage it and care for it 
properly. It is in this theological concept that 
one finds the root of bodily holiness. Because 
the body belongs to God, one may not use the 
body in doing things forbidden by God such 
as fornication. It is also for this reason that the 
church teaches against the inappropriate use 
of drugs, smoking, euthanasia, and abortion 

Bishop Tim McCaleb, DMin
Asia, Australia, Oceania General Presbyter

Christians Are Good Stewards
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God owns everything, and we are called to 
manage it for him. The responsible management 
of our God-given resources is called stewardship. 
The Bible has much to say about the resources we 
manage for God; one estimate is that there are 
more than 2,000 verses about giving. Stewardship 
is important to God. We should pray God’s Word for 
the grace to be a good steward.

Prayer Directives
1. Pray for the environment and the welfare of the 

people who live with us on earth. “The earth and 
everything in it, the world and its inhabitants, 
belong to the Lord” (Psalm 24:1 HCSB).

2. Pray for the wise use of the moneys of the world. 
“Riches and honor come from You, and You are the 
ruler of everything. Power and might are in Your 
hand, and it is in Your hand to make great and to 
give strength to all” (1 Chronicles 29:12 HCSB).

3. Pray in thanksgiving for what God has given. 
“Every generous act and every perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights; with Him there is no variation or shadow 
cast by turning” (James 1:17 HCSB).

4. Pray to be an effective worker in the kingdom. 
“Whatever you do, do it enthusiastically, as 
something done for the Lord and not for men, 
knowing that you will receive the reward of an 
inheritance from the Lord. You serve the Lord 
Christ” (Colossians 3:23, 24 HCSB).

5. Pray for success and promotion so that you can 
more effectively give into the kingdom. “His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 

slave! You were faithful over a few things; I will 
put you in charge of many things. Share your 
master’s joy!’" (Matthew 25:21 HCSB).

6. Pray for the wisdom to save. “Precious treasure and 
oil are in the dwelling of a wise person, but a foolish 
man consumes them” (Proverbs 21:20 HCSB).

7. Pray for the commitment to tithe. “Honor the Lord 
with your possessions and with the first produce 
of your entire harvest” (Proverbs 3:9 HCSB).

8. Pray to be an effective steward of what you have 
been given. “For to everyone who has, more will 
be given, and he will have more than enough. 
But from the one who does not have, even what 
he has will be taken away from him” (Matthew 
25:29 HCSB).

9. Pray to be a servant. “Based on the gift each 
one has received, use it to serve others, as good 
managers of the varied grace of God” (1 Peter 
4:10 HCSB).

10. Pray to be faithful with your money. “So if you 
have not been faithful with the unrighteous 
money, who will trust you with what is genuine?” 
(Luke 16:11 HCSB).

11. Pray that you are joyfully generous. “Remember 
this: The person who sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and the person who sows 
generously will also reap generously. Each 
person should do as he has decided in his heart—
not reluctantly or out of necessity, for God loves 
a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:6, 7 HCSB).

Biblical stewardship is the wise use of everything 
you have to point others to God and to advance his 
kingdom.
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CONNECTIONS
Identifying and Embracing a Personal Vision

“We are limited, not by our abilities, but 
by our vision.”
 —Anonymous

For most of us, vision has become a byword, 
sometimes seeming overused and meaningless. 
Yet, regardless of the word’s overuse, misuse, 
and abuse, vision continues to be the foundation 
of effective leadership.

In her book, The 7 Deadly Sins of Women 
in Leadership, author Kate Coleman affirms, 
“Clarity of vision is perhaps the single most 
important characteristic of a great leader.” 
Many of us have become complacent about the 
significance of vision in leadership because we 
have not discovered or embraced our personal 
vision. When we lack vision, we are unsure of 
who we are and why we are here. Without a keen 
sense of personal vision, “we are inhibited by 
our own limitations and by the limitations others 
impose on us” (Coleman).

However, we do not choose our vision. It 
was chosen for us by God long before we were 
conceived. Ephesians 2:10 reminds us, “For we 
are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in advance 
for us to do” (NIV). But even though we did 
not choose our vision or the unique purpose(s) 
we were born to fulfill, it is our responsibility 
to prayerfully seek to know the vision and 
purpose of our lives. We must take responsibility 
to explore every area of our lives—ministry, 
relationships, health, finances, career—to 
understand how these may be integrated into 
the accomplishment of personal vision. We must 
also be committed to overcoming obstacles that 
come our way which stand in opposition to the 
accomplishment of that vision. 

What are the benefits of personal vision?
Personal vision is an articulation of purpose. 

Without vision, there is no meaning to our lives, 
and we live in the chaos of not knowing why we 
are here or where we are going. Personal vision 
defines who we are. It provides the confidence 
to be who we are rather than trying to fit into 
someone else’s mold. 

Pursuit of personal vision is an assurance 
that our lives will have an eternal impact—there 
will be a sense of fulfillment; there will be visible 
evidence of accomplishment. John 15 describes 
this fulfillment as “fruit.”

Personal vision provides direction. It 
answers the question, “Where am I going?” 
That sense of a destination helps us establish 
boundaries around various aspects of our 
lives, make good decisions, and stay the 
course even when the journey is difficult.

— Kathryn H. Creasy
LDD Executive Director
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of the task because we see its significance 
in accomplishing the vision. 

How do I pursue my personal vision?
Your vision may have become muddled, 

or you may be unsure of what the vision for 
your life is. Step out of the busyness of life 
for a few moments each day. Ask God to 
help you recognize, clarify, or embrace his 
vision for your life. Consider one step you 
can take today that will bring you closer to 
accomplishing what he purposed for you 
before the world began.

Brian began his ministry mentorship and 
licensing process six years ago with hopes 
of being able to serve as a lead pastor in our 
region. He was appointed lead pastor of Bucyrus 
Church of God of Prophecy in July 2021. After 
his appointment, eager to learn and grow as 
a minister, he began his studies online with 
the Leadership Development and Discipleship 
curriculum, Foundations: Minister’s Development 
Program. Brian’s passion for helping others is 
also evident in his secular work. He has been a 
paramedic for 28 years and worked in Emergency 
Medical Services for 29 years! He and his wife, 
Tanya, have resided in Bucyrus, Ohio, for 20 years 
and are honored to serve their community and 
congregation.

“Congratulations, Pastor Brian Lavelle, on your 
completion of the Ministry Development Program 
with Leadership Development and Discipleship! 
You are an inspiration to many who are seeking to 
develop themselves in ministry so they can better 
serve the church and community. You are such 
a blessing and encouragement in the Region of 
Ohio-West Virginia. Brian, we are so proud of your 
efforts, teachability, and accomplishments!” 

—Your State Bishop, Clint Knowles

IN SIGHT Leadership Spotlight

CONGRATULATIONS 
to Pastor Brian A. Lavelle!

Pastor Brian was the first person to complete 
Foundations: Minister’s Development Program 
online and receive the Certificate of Achievement.

Personal vision enables us to view 
everything in our lives as parts of a whole. 
There is significance in every opportunity, 
every relationship, and every ability because 
we recognize that each contributes to 
the accomplishment of the vision. This 
understanding allows us to stay focused 
on accomplishing our vision and bring the 
disordered aspects of our lives into an order 
that reflects our vision and purpose.

Personal vision is motivational! Every 
action is important and therefore whatever 
we do, we do it with zeal and excellence. 
We are attentive to even the smallest details 
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Our Ongoing Commitment to Leadership Development

The Bible says in Acts 2:42 that the early 
disciples “were steadfastly continuing in the 
teaching of the apostles.” The verb used here 
basically means “to stay by,” “to persist,” “to 
remain with.” In connection with objects, it 
means a) “to occupy oneself diligently with 
something,” b) “to pay persistent attention 
to,” c) “to hold fast to something,” and d) 
“continually to be in.”1 This verb is also in the 
imperfect tense “where the writer portrays 
an action in process or a state of being that 
is occurring in the past with no assessment 
of the action’s completion.”2 What we infer 
from Acts 2:42 is a double commitment to 
teaching and learning. The apostles started 
fulfilling Jesus’ commission of transferring to 
the disciples what they had learned from him 
(Matthew 28:20) while the disciples started 
their life-long journey of learning those 
teachings. The verse describes this process 
as continuous, with the disciples persisting, 
remaining, holding fast, and occupying 
themselves with diligence in the learning 
process.

For this reason, the Center for Biblical 
Leadership is dedicated to the training of our 
leaders and members. We are thrilled that 

our new Ministerial Development Program 
is ready to be offered to our leaders and 
members in general. This new training 
program has been approved by our General 
Overseer and our General Presbyters to 
replace the former Foundations Course. 
This means that every person applying for 
a ministerial license must complete all the 
courses offered in the program. After finishing 
the 42 lessons, the participant will obtain a 
certificate of completion and if interested 
can get nine hours credit towards Spirit and 
Life Seminary. More information is available 
through our web page: https://cblcogop.org/
program-overview/ 

God bless you.

—Dr. Elías Rodríguez
CBL Instructor

1	 Walter	Grundmann,	“Καρτερέω,	Προσκαρτερέω,	
Προσκαρτέρησις,”	ed.	Gerhard	Kittel,	Geoffrey	W.	
Bromiley, and Gerhard Friedrich, Theological Dictionary of 
the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1964), 
618.

2 Michael S. Heiser and Vincent M. Setterholm, Glossary of 
Morpho-Syntactic Database Terminology (Bellingham, WA: 
Lexham Press, 2013).
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Spirit and Life Seminary Has Achieved AETH Certification!

We are proud to announce that as of April 20 
of this year, Spirit and Life Seminary has officially 
been certified by the Association for Hispanic 
Theological Education (AETH).

The certification that AETH grants is 
recognized by the Association of Theological 
Schools. This certification indicates compliance 
with minimum educational and institutional 
standards and recognizes that such programs 
meet the expectations of equivalence of studies 
at the university baccalaureate level. The 
AETH certification not only contributes to the 
improvement of the quality of the programs 
offered to ministry leadership but also opens 
doors for graduates of those programs to continue 
master's level studies in ATS member seminaries 
that accept such certification as a valid criterion 
and sufficient for admission to such programs. 
Certification warrants the relevance and top quality 
of the programs offered by the educational entities. 
In addition, Spirit and Life Seminary is currently 
working towards receiving accreditation.

Fall Semester Session 1 begins August 15 
offering the following courses:

•  BI225 Book Study: Genesis/BI225 Estudio de 
Libro: Génesis

•  TS250 Wesleyan-Pentecostal Theology/TS250 
Teología Wesleyana Pentecostal

•  TS125 Applied Theology in Research and 
Writing

All courses are offered in English and in 
Spanish.

 Go to spiritandlifeseminary.org/apply to start 
the application process. All COGOP members in 
good standing are eligible for scholarships that 
reduce tuition by 50%. The certificate program is 
available in English and Spanish. APPLY NOW!

Master’s Programs
If you are interested in higher education, 

apply through AMD at amdcogop.org to benefit 
from available scholarships for the following 
programs:

• Master of Arts in Church Ministry (offered 
in English and in Spanish)

• Master of Divinity 
• Master of Theological Studies 
• Master of Arts in Clinical Mental Health 

Counseling 
Regular tuition is $1494 per 3-credit hour 

course, but through AMD, all COGOP members will 
benefit from scholarships that bring tuition down to 
$650 for each 3-credit hour course. All programs are 
available online and on campus. Apply now!

Doctor of Ministry
The Doctor of Ministry degree is a 30-credit 

hour degree that is ATS accredited. Anyone 
with a Master of Divinity degree, or a master’s 
degree with completion of a portfolio or further 
equivalency courses, is eligible for the DMin 
program. Scholarships are available for all 
COGOP members! Courses are offered online 
with ZOOM interaction between instructors and 
students. Do not hesitate; apply today.



What 
are you 
committed to? Your 
job? Your family? God? How about 

giving to your local church? Commitment is a 
waning commodity in today’s world. It seems 
for most people there is no loyalty or steadfast 
dedication to much of anything. In generations 
past, people gave sacrificially of their resources 
to their churches. Much of the teaching about 
stewardship today focuses on every kind of 
stewardship except the simplest: tithes and 
offerings. Let’s start simple.  
  

First of all, the commitment to biblical 
stewardship takes place in the heart. Judges 
6 shows us God cares about our hearts. The 
Israelites were being terribly oppressed by the 
Midianites. They were living in caves; they were 
starving and afraid. In their desperation, they 
cried out to God to help them. Rather than 
miraculously rescue them, God sent a prophet 
to remind them of who he was and what he 
had done for them. God knew they had been 
captivated by idolatry. He knew they were living 
in abject spiritual poverty. Their disobedience 
was massive. Bringing them back to a place 
of obedience and commitment was important 
enough to God that he answered their cry with 
a prophet instead of immediately rescuing them. 
In this instance, God was more concerned with 
what was in their hearts than their physical 
needs.

  

Then there was 
another prophet, in another 

time. God saw the hearts and actions 
of his people and addressed them through the 
prophet Malachi: “Can a person rob God? ‘How 
are we robbing you?’ you say. And I say, ‘In tithes 
and offerings!’ You are bound for judgment 
because you are robbing me. Bring the entire 
tithe into the storehouse so that there is food in 
my house" (Malachi 3:8-10).

 
Strong words. They cannot be escaped, 

though. According to the Word of the Lord 
written in Malachi, withholding tithes and 
offerings is robbery. Even a child knows that 
stealing is a sin. Reserving for other uses what 
belongs to God is not only disobedient but also 
reveals a disregard for the lost, the poor, the 
sick, children, young people, families, as well 
as brothers and sisters in Christ. Ministry to all 
those people is the work of the kingdom that 
flows from the local church. It is a serious error 
to intentionally thwart the work of the kingdom 
of God and cause there to be a lack of resources 
in God’s house. 

  
Tithing does not save anyone, but the more 

we learn of Jesus the more we are compelled 
to give consistently because we realize the local 
church is God’s plan to reach a lost and broken 
world.

  
There has never been a perfect local church. 

People are flawed. The only perfect thing about 
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the church is the God we worship. We were 
created for community. Believers who choose to 
separate themselves from church are missing out 
on the fullness of what God has to offer them 
on earth. The New Testament is full of letters 
that were written to—guess who—churches. The 
apostles planted what? Churches. We are given 
guidelines in the Scriptures for worship services 
and for elders and leadership and teaching. In 
Luke 4:16, we are told that Jesus gathered with 
people in the house of worship each week; it 
was his routine, his habit, his ritual. When we 
make it our custom to gather with one another 
and support the church, we are imitating Jesus. 
Disciples imitate their teacher. Jesus was the 
ultimate giver. He was by far the most lavish 
giver the world has ever seen. He gave his time, 
his strength, his resources. After James and 
John asked for the greatest leadership positions 
in all of eternity, Jesus said no and went on to 
humbly confess, “The Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give His life 
a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45 NKJV). Jesus’ 
mission was to serve and give.

God’s kingdom is built through local 
churches, and local churches are built through 
giving. It is in a thriving local church that people 
learn who God is, worship, make disciples, 
fellowship, help each other, bear one another’s 
burdens, and stir one another up to good works. 
It is from these places and these people that the 
ends of the earth will be reached. It is the local 
church we should support with our time, talents, 
and resources. That is biblical stewardship.

It’s time to give up searching for a perfect 
congregation, the nicest people, the perfect 
pastor, the perfect location. It doesn’t exist. 
We must set aside feelings of offense when 
church doesn’t look or feel like we’ve imagined. 

Becoming a community is a process. It can be 
hard and messy. But the fruit of bearing burdens 
and confession and learning together is worth 
the difficulty.

A good father will not ask his child to do 
something the child is incapable of doing. God, 
as the good Father he is, does not call us to do 
something without giving us the ability to do it. 
He is committed to us. Let us be committed to 
him and his work in the earth. Let us be known 
as lavish givers so that the world may know 
Christ. 

Leadership Development and Discipleship 
Ministries has created a five-lesson course 
called Membership Matters. In it, Church of 
God of Prophecy leaders such as Bishop Sam 
Clements, Bishop Tim Coalter, and Bishop Brian 
Sutton honor and promote church membership. 
One powerful chapter calls for all of us—new 
converts, long-time members, young people 
(there are children’s and youth versions!), and 
not-so-young folks—to live out our commitment 
to the Lord in a local church through scriptural, 
practical ways. Giving regularly is specifically 
mentioned.

A Commitment to Give:
The Local Church Matters
MARSHA ROBINSON | COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR & EDITOR OF THE WHITE WING MESSENGER

Marsha Robinson is the 
Communications department 
publications coordinator for the 
Church of God of Prophecy International 
Offices. She is the managing editor of the 
White Wing Messenger, Mensajero Ala 
Blanca, and Le Messager a L'Aile Blanche. 
She is an ordained Church of God of 
Prophecy minister and actively works as a 
community chaplain. 

WWM  AUGUST  202 2      11



Make the commitment to support and 
give to your local church.

I will protect the unity of the  
church by . . . 

• Acting in love toward other members 
(Romans 14:19; 1 Peter 1:22). 

• Refusing to gossip or use unwholesome 
language (Ephesians 4:29). 

• Believing and practicing the doctrine, 
faith, and beliefs of the church (Jude 3). 

• Supporting the leadership, ministers, and 
laity of the church (Hebrews 13:17). 

• Offering the love and forgiveness of Christ 
freely to all (Ephesians 4:31, 32). 

I will serve in the ministries of 
the church by . . . 

• Using my gifts and talents (1 Peter 4:10). 
• Discipling others in the faith (Matthew 

28:19, 20). 
• Actively testifying about the power of 

God (Psalm 96:2–4). 

I will support the testimony of 
the church by . . . 

• Attending faithfully (Hebrews 10:25). 
• Living a godly life (Philippians 1:27). 

• Giving regularly (Leviticus 27:30; 1 
Corinthians 16:2). 

I will share the responsibility of 
the church by . . . 

• Working for its growth (1 Thessalonians 
1:2, 3). 

• Compelling the unchurched to attend 
(Luke 14:23). 

• Accepting those who visit (Romans 15:7). 
• Bearing one another’s burdens (Galatians 

6:2).

Let us make the commitment to imitate Jesus 
and do the things that please him. Let us learn 
about God’s character from his Word so that we 
know who he is and what he has done. Let us 
give as the Bible instructs us to give: cheerfully, 
consistently, and sacrificially. 

For more information about 
Membership Matters, please visit 
lddcogop.org/membership-matters/ 
The children’s version can be found 
at lddcogop.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/10/Membership-Matters-
for-Kids.pdf
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Make plans now to gather your children’s 
ministry leaders and parents for the next 
LIVE Children’s Ministries Webinar, “Kids and 
Culture.” The evening’s topics and presenters 
include the following: 

• “Gender Identity and Kids” with Dr. Shelly 
Melia (Dallas Baptist University, graduate 
program director of Children's Ministry and 
Family Ministries) 

• “Children and Race” with Guylando and 
Esther Moreno (Kidmin leaders, influencers, 
speakers, and author of The Progressive 
Children's Ministry Leader)

• “Technology and Kids” by journalist, speaker, 
and author of best-selling books Screen Kids, 
Rising Parents, and Growing Up Social, Arlene 
Pellicane

The webinar will be Tuesday, August 16, at 
7:00 p.m. ET. Register yourself and your team at 
cogop.org/children.

—Bishop Shaun McKinley
Director of International Children’s Ministries

Children’s Ministry: Snapshots

Northeast Region New Day Conference

Peru Children’s Ministry Conference
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Then Jesus went with them to the olive 
grove called Gethsemane, and he 
said, "Sit here while I go over there to 
pray." He took Peter and Zebedee's 

two sons, James and John, and he [Jesus] 
became anguished and distressed. He told 
them, "My soul is crushed with grief to the 
point of death. Stay here and keep watch with 
me." He went on a little farther and bowed 
with his face to the ground, praying, "My 
Father! If it is possible, let this cup of suffering 
be taken away from me. Yet I want your will 
to be done, not mine." Then he returned to 
the disciples and found them asleep. He said 
to Peter, "Couldn't you watch with me even 
one hour? Keep watch and pray, so that you 
will not give in to temptation. For the spirit is 
willing, but the body is weak!" Then Jesus left 
them a second time and prayed, "My Father! 
If this cup cannot be taken away unless I drink 
it, your will be done." When he returned to 
them again, he found them sleeping, for they 
couldn't keep their eyes open. So he went 

to pray a third time, saying the same things 
again (Matthew 26:36–44 NLT).

When we speak of depression as a mental illness, 
people use it very loosely to refer to someone struggling 
with anxiety, sadness, depression, and intense feelings 
of loneliness. This is usually caused by health struggles 
or emotional distress in the context of their inadequate 
coping methods or in a few rare cases, biological medical 
disorders. In the last two years of a global pandemic, 
pastors and leaders are suffering from loneliness and 
depression in unprecedented numbers.1 The other thing is, 
if someone mentions this to the individual who is suffering 
from depression, it often triggers a quick denial, rejection 
of help, or sometimes an angry response. So if you see 
a person who’s struggling with mental health, you can 
shrug your shoulders, think they are not spiritual, or want 
to pray or talk with them. You want to understand what’s 
happening with them in their day-to-day life. In reality, even 
if he or she is a pastor or church leader, this reaction to 
their behavior often triggers a mixed response. Whether 
we are talking about friendship, suggesting medication, or 
offering to counsel, frequently the response is a rejection 
of help that is counterproductive to assisting the person 

Dr. Wallace Pratt is the overseer for the Church of God of Prophecy in the COGOP IOU/Navajo Nation
region. He was born into a Church of God of Prophecy family and has been a Christian and a member 
of the Church from an early age. He serves the Lord and the Church as an administrator, teacher, 
evangelist, and a pastor to the pastors in his region. He is married to Judy Pratt and has two daughters 
and five grandchildren.

BISHOP WALLACE PRATT, PhD | IDAHO, OREGON, UTAH, AND THE NAVAJO NATION OVERSEER

EFFECTIVE STEWARDSHIP OF OUR MENTAL HEALTH
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who is experiencing emotional or physical pain. Often, 
we overlook as ministers the answers found in the life of 
Jesus. Now let us turn back again to our text verses about 
Jesus. The Bible gives us an amazing glimpse into the 
soul	of	Jesus	the	night	before	he	was	crucified.	Six	times	
in several key phrases, Jesus himself is revealing his own 
struggle with anxiety, sadness, depression, and intense 
feelings of loneliness. Therefore, these emotional or health 
stressors are certainly NOT sin.2 But, if not addressed, these 
conditions can lead even ministers or other Christians 
to entertain sinful thoughts or actions (even suicide) that 
are unproductive to getting back to emotional, spiritual, 
and physical health. We can learn from the way Jesus 

fought his strategic battles against anxiety, loneliness, 
discouragement, and depression. Indeed, Jesus was 
tempted in all points as humans (Hebrews 4:15). The 
challenges toward his own mental health and how he 
approached anxiety can encourage us to follow his journey 
to overcoming emotional pain and mental stress.

1. He chose some close and honest friends to 
be with him (these three were very candid and 
sometimes disagreed to his face with him). “Taking 
with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, 
James and John” (Matthew 26:37). This was an 
intimate time of prayer. But, much earlier in his 
ministry in Mark 5:37, Jesus insisted that only 
Peter, James, and John would go into the home 
of Jairus. There must have been a close intimacy 
with this group of three that Jesus trusted and felt 
comfortable sharing with them. 

2. He opened his soul to them. He said to 
them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death” 
(Matthew 26:38). Sharing with his close friends 
about his struggle in Gethsemane, Jesus needed 
to	open	up	about	the	difficulties	that	lay	ahead	

In the last two years of a global 
pandemic, pastors and leaders  
are suffering from loneliness  

and depression in 
unprecedented numbers.

EFFECTIVE STEWARDSHIP OF OUR MENTAL HEALTH



of him. Less than two weeks before, while 
talking about his frustration with his followers 
Martha and Mary (who doubted the immediate 
resurrection of Lazarus), Jesus demonstrated his 
emotions in weeping when Lazarus' suffering 
and death overwhelmed him (John 11:35). This 
vulnerability expressed in tears and groanings 
can be more therapeutic to a child of God than 
we sometimes realize.

3. He asked trusted and anointed friends for 
intercession and partnership in the battle. 
"Remain here, and watch with me" (Matthew 
26:38). Remember earlier when he faced the 
death of the daughter of Jairus (Mark 5:35–40), 
Jesus asked only those three disciples to enter 
with him to pray for her when he raised her from 
the dead. In this incident that challenges human 
limits, he needed the support of those he trusted.

4. He found time to withdraw to a place in 
which he could rest, relax, pray, and refocus 
on the things that were really important. In 
Mark 6:31, 32 (NLT), Jesus said, "'Let's go off by 
ourselves to a quiet place and rest awhile.' He 
said this because there were so many people 
coming and going that Jesus and his apostles 
didn't even have time to eat. So they left by boat 
for a quiet place, where they could be alone." 
In another place, Luke 5:15 (NLT), it reads, 
"But despite Jesus' instructions, the report of 
his power spread even faster, and vast crowds 
came to hear him preach and to be healed of 
their diseases." But Jesus often withdrew to the 
wilderness for prayer. We may never understand 
the pressures that the Lord had upon his life, 
but we are not immune to the stress of people 
expecting too much from us. 

5. He poured out his heart to his Father in 
prayer. "My Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from me" (Matthew 26:39). This was just too 
big to simply ignore; Jesus was in a battle for his 
sanity and health. There are always times in our 
lives that we need to pour out those problems 
and hurts to our Father through the Holy Spirit. 
In Luke 6:11, 12 (NLT), we read, "At this, the 
enemies of Jesus were wild with rage and 
began to discuss what to do with him. One day 
soon afterward Jesus went up on a mountain to 
pray, and he prayed to God all night." Certainly, 
if you are like me, you have had one of those 
nights, days, or weeks when it required you to 
pray without letting up for awhile until the Holy 

Spirit would come and minister to your hurting 
mind and heart. 

6. He rested his soul in the sovereign wisdom 
of God. "Nevertheless, not as I will, but as You 
will" (Matthew 26:39 NKJV). In his prayer in John 
17:4, 5 NLT, he said, "I brought glory to you here 
on earth by completing the work you gave me 
to do. Now, Father, bring me into the glory we 
shared before the world began." All of us have 
to persistently, in faith, realize and trust that God 
has a plan for our life from beginning to eternity. 
This is critical in the times we live today. If you do 
not have this divine assurance from the Spirit to 
give you comfort, guidance, and direction, you 
will never overcome the mysterious enemy of 
depression.  

7. He shared his anxieties, loneliness, and 
despondency with his Father. This practice 
brought him a peace about whatever he was 
going through. In Mark 8:11–13 (NLT), when these 
tough	times	came	into	his	life,	the	Bible	testifies	
of his response. "When the Pharisees heard that 
Jesus had arrived, they came and started to argue 
with him. Testing him, they demanded that he 
show them a miraculous sign from heaven to 
prove his authority. When he heard this, he sighed 
deeply in his spirit and said, ‘Why do these people 
keep demanding a miraculous sign? I tell you 
the truth, I will not give this generation any such 
sign.’ So he got back into the boat and left them, 
and he crossed to the other side of the lake." In 
the presence of those trusted friends, he found 
release for his heart. Later in John 14:1 (NLT), 
Jesus shared with his disciples and said, "Don’t 
let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust 
also in me." He spoke these words from a heart 
that would often be troubled too.

8. He fixed his eyes on the glorious future 
victory that awaited him ahead. Hebrews 12:2 
states, "For the joy that was set before him [he] 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of God." 
Finally, we read the words of a man whose eyes 
are focused on his future victory in Luke 22:28—30 
(NLT). Jesus says, "You have stayed with me in my 
time of trial. And just as my Father has granted me 
a Kingdom, I now grant you the right to eat and 
drink at my table in my Kingdom. And you will sit 
on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 

Where do your eyes need to be focused today?
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Pastor Rick Foster (pseudo name) is now 57 years 
old. He is a pastor and counselor. But he only got to 
where he is now by overcoming loneliness, anxiety, 
and depression as a young minister. Rick said he was 
criticized, humiliated, and ostracized during his early 
pastoral years. This pushed him to go from being 
a happy and vibrant pastor to someone who was 
constantly overwhelmed by anxiety, anger, depression, 
and usually withdrawing from his congregation. He 
continued down an emotional spiral and wanted to quit 
the ministry. No one seemed to be there for him; his 
spouse, his fellow pastors, and congregates ignored his 
condition. He slowly slipped into the murky waters of 
depression. “It was the lowest I have ever felt in my life." 
He admits, “I even thought of suicide.”

Pastor	Rick	finally	left.	He	went	to	a	community	college	
and met some close Christian friends. Everything began 
to change. The peers who had put him down and bullied 
him within the walls of the church were long gone. Now, 
Rick discovered the human side of Jesus that he never 
knew. He also surrounded himself with a reliable and 
loving pastor and two honest and trusted friends. They 
were not afraid to be truthful about his wrong feelings. 
He learned to arrange times to get away and take walks 
in the mountains or along the seashore (sometimes with 
close friends). He started refocusing on what made him 
unique and his ministry special. The Holy Spirit instilled 
confidence	in	Rick,	and	his	reliable	support	system	got	
him past depression and on a path to healthy thinking. 
Now, in times when he feels those ugly feelings trying 
to slip back into his life, Rick leans on those positive 
resources that God has given him. He expressed to me 
one day, “I have been diligent to change the messages in 
my head. I was led to believe by critics who did not like 
me that I was a bad minister, worthless, and inadequate. 
I internalized these depressing messages, and they 
became part of my identity.” But learning from Jesus, he 
discovered a different voice, and he hears it whenever 
he prays about any situation. Pastor Rick reversed the 
message, “I began to tell myself that I was loved, gifted, 
and have a great personality. My depression is no longer 
a mystery; I just have to rely on God and my real friends to 
bring me back to my place of joy and peace!”3 

_________________________
1 Philip J. Monroe, "Dear Pastors, Covid-19-Related Depression is Real 

and Needs Attention," Washington, DC: The Christian Post, June 1, 
2020, Dear pastors, COVID-19-related depression is real and needs 
attention | Voice (christianpost.com)

2 Amy Simpson, "Addressing Depression and Suicide in Your Church," 
Carol Stream, IL: Christianity Today, April 17, 2013, Addressing 
Depression and Suicide in Your Church | CT Pastors | Christianity 
Today

3 This story is taken from my personal Ministerial Journals, and no date 
will be given to protect Rick’s true identity.
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"Responsible to manage something that 
has been entrusted by another." This is 
most people’s understanding of the word 
“steward.” Others are: “One employed 
in a large household to manage domestic 
concerns; a fiscal agent; someone who 
attends passengers; one who actively 
directs affairs, a manager.”

The Bible's use of the term "steward" is 
very	similar	to	the	dictionary	definition.	
The Old Testament uses a phrase that 
means, "One who is over a house," just 

like Joseph was a steward over the household 
of Potiphar. Another word is the Hebrew soken, 
which means basically the same thing, but it 
has a governmental connotation to it. It is an 
officer	responsible	for	the	king's	house.	We	
would probably use the term "treasurer," or 

"administrator," instead of steward, but it is 
the	same	idea.	He	is	the	chief	officer	of	a	royal	
court. In Isaiah 22:15, we read of Shebna who 
was called the treasurer of the court, who was 
replaced because he was not being responsible.

In The Lord of the Rings, there was a city 
called Minas Tirith. They had lost their king, and 
the stewards who were regents over that city 
ruled the city-state for hundreds of years. When 
the king returned, the faithful stewards turned the 
city back over to the king.

Other words translated "steward" in the 
Bible	may	specifically	mean	"leader,"	"officer,"	
"commander," or "overseer." 

The New Testament only uses two words for 
this idea: Epitropos means, "One to whose care 

Old Testament
Stewardship
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something is committed." It is 
translated as steward, guardian, 
and even tutor. The verb form, 
epotropae, means "to turn over 
to," like a wealthy person turns 
over the management of his 
estate to his steward while he is 
away. The word "epotropae" is 
used to convey that the apostle 
Paul had a job turned over to 
him by the priests in Jerusalem. 
He was to go to Damascus 
and put believers into prison. 
He was commissioned—made a steward—of this 
task and sent to Damascus to carry it out. This 
word is also found in Matthew 20:8, Luke 8:3, 
and Galatians 4:2. Oikonomos means "house 
arranger; one who arranges the household." It is 
also	defined	as	house	manager,	steward,	governor,	
treasurer, and chamberlain.

All	these	definitions	are	very	much	the	
same, both in modern usage of the word as 
well as the Old and New Testament usage of 
the word. It is very clear throughout the whole 
Bible that a steward is one who manages 
something entrusted to him by another, more 
often by a superior who entrusts things to him. 
He is accountable to guard, maintain, and even 
enhance what has been entrusted to him. A 
steward is always under the authority of another 
and must report his progress to his superior on 
occasion. An owner or king would not expect to 
have a steward and not be told what is going on. 
It is part of his duties. He must report his progress 
to his superior. The Old Testament has many 
examples of faithful stewards.

Eliezer
“After these things the word of the LORD 

came to Abram a vision, saying, ‘Do not be afraid, 
Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great 
reward.’ But Abram said, ‘Lord GOD, what will You 
give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my 
house is Eliezer of Damascus?’" (Genesis 15:1, 2). 
The word "heir" in the New King James Version is 
"steward" in the King James Version. Eliezer was 
at the time Abram’s heir, the one to whom the 
possessions of Abraham would go if he had no 
other natural heir.

“So Abraham said to the oldest servant of his 
house, who ruled over all that he had, ‘Please, 
put your hand under my thigh’" (Genesis 24:2). 
This	was	a	ritual	that	confirmed	that	Eliezer	was	

indeed Abraham's steward, 
one who rules over another's 
goods. Without a biological 
offspring, it also made Eliezer 
Abraham’s heir.

Remember Eliezer, as 
steward, was the one who 
traveled far and brought back 
a bride for Isaac. That was a 
tremendous responsibility 
for Eliezer to accomplish. 
Abraham had no control 

over the outcome. He could not micromanage 
what Eliezer was going to do. Abraham told 
Eliezer to go, gave him the basic parameters for 
the mission, but released the completion of the 
assignment into Eliezer's hands.

Eliezer discharged his duties with great skill 
and faith. His most laudable and memorable 
quality was that he asked God to help him, and 
God did. Eliezer, the oldest servant in Abraham's 
house, is a good example of a steward who is 
faithful and dedicated to the one he serves.

Just think about what he was doing—here 
he was, formerly the heir of all that Abraham 
had, which according to Genesis 13 was 
exceedingly more than Abraham needed for his 
own life. Abraham was very rich in gold, silver, 
and livestock. As a faithful steward, Eliezer was 
completing an assignment to his own detriment. 
He was making it possible for Isaac himself 
to have an heir, leaving Eliezer no hope of 
partaking in any part of the inheritance. He was a 
very	selfless	man	because	he	was	faithful	to	the	
one he served.

Joseph
In Genesis 39:2–6 (NLT), we read the account 

of Joseph in Potiphar's house:

“The LORD was with Joseph, so he succeeded 
in everything he did as he served in the home 
of his Egyptian master. Potiphar noticed this and 
realized that the LORD was with Joseph, giving 
him success in everything he did. This pleased 
Potiphar, so he soon made Joseph his personal 
attendant. He put him in charge of his entire 
household and everything he owned. From the 
day Joseph was put in charge of his master’s 
household and property, the LORD began to 
bless Potiphar’s household for Joseph’s sake. 
All his household affairs ran smoothly, and his 

The Old Testament 
uses a phrase that 
means, "One who is 
over a house," just like 
Joseph was a steward 
over the household of 
Potiphar.
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crops	and	livestock	flourished.	So	Potiphar	gave	
Joseph complete administrative responsibility 
over everything he owned. With Joseph there, he 
didn’t worry about a thing—except what kind of 
food to eat!”

The word "attendant" in verse 4 means 
"One who looks after," and literally means, 
"One who counts." Joseph was an accountant! 
What Potiphar gave Joseph to do shows he 
was Potiphar’s steward. And Joseph, of all the 
examples in the Bible, is the premier example of 
a good and faithful steward. He served willingly, 
though he was a slave; he was successful because 
God prospered everything that had been put 
in his care. He was trustworthy. Potiphar had no 
concerns about Joseph’s work because he knew 
Joseph would follow through wonderfully and 
produce	profit	for	him.

Joseph in Hebrew means “adding.” As 
a steward, he managed his master's estate 
and goods well, and Joseph’s work added to 
Potiphar’s wealth. And that is what a steward is 
supposed to do—take what has been given to 
him, guard it, maintain it, and enhance it.

Genesis 43:15–24 (NKJV) shows how training 
others in good stewardship reaps benefits: 

So the men . . . arose and went down to 
Egypt; and they stood before Joseph. When 
Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to 
the steward of his house, "Take these men to 
my home, and slaughter an animal and make 
ready; for these men will dine with me at noon. 
Then the man did as Joseph ordered, and the 
man brought the men into Joseph's house. 
Now the men were afraid because they were 
brought into Joseph's house; and they said, "It 
is because of the money, which was returned 
in	our	sacks	the	first	time,	that	we	are	brought	
in, so that he may make a case against us 
and fall upon us, to take us as slaves with our 
donkeys." When they drew near to the steward 
of Joseph's house, they talked with him at the 
door of the house, and said, "O sir, we indeed 
came	down	the	first	time	to	buy	food;	but	it	
happened, when we came to the encampment, 
that we opened our sacks, and there, each 
man's money was in the mouth of his sack, our 
money in full weight; so we have brought it 
back in our hand. And we have brought down 
other money in our hands to buy food. We do 
not know who put our money in our sacks." But 
he said, "Peace be with you, do not be afraid. 

Your God and the God of your father has given 
you treasure in your sacks; I had your money." 
Then he brought Simeon out to them. So the 
man brought the men into Joseph's house and 
gave them water, and they washed their feet; 
and he gave their donkeys feed.

Here is Joseph, faithful steward, with one he has 
trained to be a steward. Though Joseph’s steward 
goes	unnamed,	he	is	a	very	fine	example.	Why	
was he so good to Joseph’s brothers? Because 
stewardship had been modeled to him. Joseph, the 
faithful steward, was a mentor to this man. He may 
have been an Egyptian; it does not say. He served 
Joseph's brothers, though they were foreigners. 
Egyptians were disgusted by foreigners, especially 
those	with	flocks.	Within	the	caste	system	of	Egypt,	
they were the lowest of the low.

Did you notice what this man did? He spoke 
kindly to them and then brought them into the 
house. He made sure their feet were washed, he 
even made sure the donkeys were fed. He was 
a	very	selfless	individual	who	served	his	master	
well. He was willing to serve these crude men 
from Canaan. It had been a weeklong journey.  
He gave them what they needed.

David’s Mighty Men of Valor
Now David assembled at Jerusalem all the 
leaders	of	Israel:	the	officers	of	the	tribes	
and the captains of the divisions who served 
the king, the captains over thousands and 
captains over hundreds, and the stewards 
over all the substance and possessions of 
the	king	and	of	his	sons,	with	the	officials,	the	
valiant men, and all the mighty men of valor  
(1 Chronicles 28:1 NKJV).

Here is a different kind of steward altogether. 
These stewards were powerful leaders of Israel. 
They had in their charge all the riches that David 
possessed, as well as the possessions of his 
sons. Notice that it is "stewards," plural. They 
needed many money managers to look after all 
David's family's substance. They were extremely 
trustworthy men to have all this money in their 
hands to do with as they would, and as David 
directed them. And there is no indication that 
they fell down on the job. David was able to 
lay up an incredible amount of materials—gold, 
silver, precious gems, wood, stone—all for 
building the Temple in Jerusalem. These men 
did a good job. They were worthy of the trust 
David put in them.
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The idea of managing money is our main 
understanding of stewardship. That is good and 
right; however, it is only a rudimentary application 
of the idea of stewardship. It is incomplete.

Daniel
In Daniel 1 is this story: Daniel and his 

friends wanted only vegetables rather than the 
king's "royal dainties," in order to remain pure 
and clean under the law:

So Daniel said to the steward whom the 
chief of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, "Please test 
your servants for ten days, and let them give 
us vegetables to eat and water to drink. Then 
let our appearance be examined before you, 
and the appearance of the young men who 
eat the portion of the king's delicacies; and 
as	you	see	fit,	so	deal	with	your	servants."	
So he consented with them in this matter, 
and tested them ten days. And at the end of 
ten days their features appeared better and 
fatter	in	flesh	than	all	the	young	men	who	ate	
the portion of the king's delicacies. Thus the 
steward took away their portion of delicacies 
and the wine that they were to drink, and 
gave them vegetables (Daniel 1:11–16 NKJV).

Now this steward was more in line with the 
guardian or tutor than an estate manager. He 
was under the chief of the eunuchs. He seemed 
to have a great deal of authority in this case, and 
he provides us another lesson in stewardship. 
His outstanding quality, the one that God 
highlights here, was that he was not afraid to 
try something new because he was told by 
superiors to get these young men into shape 
to be servants of Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom. 
And, when Daniel presented this alternative, the 
steward mulled it over and thought it would not 
hurt to try. "I'll try this for these ten days, and 
we'll see if it works."

This steward was not afraid to try another 
method to reach the same goal. The Babylonians 
used delicacies from the king's table, and wine, to 
get the loyalty of these young men, to get them 
to feel special, and to make them "healthy" and 
fit	for	service.	When	Daniel	made	his	request,	this	
steward was not too proud or controlling to test 
this other way.

Sometimes stewardship involves innovation. 
Being a good steward of what God has given 
can involve thinking outside the box. This was a 
new idea, brought to this steward out of Daniel’s 
desire to honor God. The steward could have 
said, “We have never done it that way.” Or, “No 
one else needs that kind of special treatment.” 

There are times we change processes 
because something isn’t working. But even if 
it is working, a good steward should be willing 
to try another way to arrive at the same result if 
someone needs or wants it to be done another 
way. We have the responsibility to serve others 
as we steward. Be willing to say, "We'll try it! 
It’s within the realm of my responsibility; it 
doesn’t violate my job description to try this 
new thing." We are all working toward the same 
goal: building the kingdom. Try every sensible 
new or different idea. Do not be afraid to try an 
alternative method that is still within the bounds 
of goodness and righteousness if it will help. Do 
not get stuck in a rut or become dogmatic about 
how you are supposed to steward what God has 
put in your hand. Don’t be “that guy,” you know, 
the one who thinks only his ideas are valuable. 
Teamwork makes the dream work! 

The	steward	was	flexible	without	compromising	
the	result.	His	goal	was	to	produce	fit	servants	for	
Nebuchadnezzar. He knew if this new method did 
not accomplish that goal, they would go back to the 
original way. Then God made sure this trial period 
ended in success! The new method produced even 
better results. He was wise to not insist on the old 
method. It is okay to try new things!

Stewardship is a concept with many facets. 
We are called to faithfully manage what God 
has put in our hands. Serve people, honor God, 
train someone to be a good steward, and don’t 
be afraid of the responsibility you have been 
given. 

—Marsha Robinson
Managing Editor

Sometimes stewardship 
involves innovation. Being 
a good steward of what 
God has given can involve 
thinking outside the box.



In the New Testament, we see the emphasis on 
stewarding	finances	well	and	the	importance	
of giving generously in passages such as “The 
Widow’s Mite” (Mark 12:41–44; Luke 21:1–4) 

and the words of Jesus in Luke 6:38, “Give, and 
it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, will be put 

into your lap. For with the measure you use it 
will be measured back to you” (ESV). But there 
is a greater emphasis in the New Testament 
on stewardship of more than money. This is 
especially evident in the epistles and these words 
are often directed to those in ministry:

Stewardship:
The New Testament Perspect ive
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• In 1 Corinthians 9:16, 17, Paul uses the word 
“steward” to emphasize his responsibility to 
preach the gospel.

• In Titus 1:7, Paul uses the word “steward” 
emphasizing	the	significance	of	living	a	

Stewardship:
The New Testament Perspect ive

blameless life and being well-equipped to 
defend the gospel.

• In 1 Peter 4:10, Peter uses the word 
“steward” to emphasize that we are to 
steward the spiritual gifts God has given us 
as ministers.1

No two ministry assignments are the same. 
However, the commitment to being a faithful 
steward regardless of the ministry setting remains 
the same. “To whom much is given, much is 
required” (Luke 12:48). We are held responsible 
for what we have been given. If we are blessed 
with talents, wealth, knowledge, time, and other 
gifts, it is expected that we use these well to glorify 
God	and	benefit	others.	Jesus	tells	the	story	of	the	
faithful manager in Luke 12:42–44 (NLT):

And the Lord replied, “A faithful, sensible 
servant is one to whom the master can give 
the responsibility of managing his other 
household servants and feeding them. If the 
master	returns	and	finds	that	the	servant	has	
done a good job, there will be a reward. I tell 
you the truth, the master will put that servant 
in charge of all he owns.” 
Like the faithful and wise manager, we have 

been entrusted with many varied resources. 
Faithfulness requires that we manage those 
things	wisely	and	unselfishly.

Stewarding Personal Finances
While serving in the leadership role of 

national/regional/state bishop, it would seem 
impossible to lack commitment to a life of 
financial	stewardship.	It	is	counterproductive	to	
preach and teach what we do not do. This is a 
thought-provoking statement. Living a life that 
honors stewardship principles while teaching and 
encouraging those we lead to do the same creates 
an environment of sowing and reaping. 

In the book Managing God’s Money, Randy 
Alcorn, former pastor and author and the founder 
and director of Eternal Perspective Ministries, 
offers these principles to help Christian leaders 
handle God’s money and possessions wisely:
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• As a disciple of Christ, choose a strategic 
lifestyle. Alcorn asks and answers the 
question, How much money and how many 
possessions can we safely keep? Enough 
to care for our basic needs and some 
wants but not so much that large amounts 
of money are kept from higher Kingdom 
causes. Not so much that we become 
proud and independent of the Lord. Not so 
much that it distracts us from our purpose 
or leaves us with the illusion that we are 
owners rather than managers of what God 
owns.2

•	Living	within	our	means	is	a	reflection	
on our understanding of stewardship. 
As	a	leader,	it	is	difficult	to	reflect	God’s	
grace if we have chosen to live beyond 
our means, bound by debt. Living within 
our means requires responsibility, budget 
consciousness, and commitment. While 
debt is not always optional when it comes 
to necessities such as a place to live or 
dependable transportation, excessive 
debt does not allow us freedom to give 
generously to the Kingdom and often 
places tremendous pressure on family 
relationships. If you have excessive debt, 
talk and pray with your spouse about this 
debt.	Seek	help	from	a	financial	planner	
or study Christian resources on debt-
free living. Together with your spouse 
determine a practical plan for decreasing 
debt and begin acting on it.

• Saving is also an important part of 
financial	stewardship	because	it	preserves	
resources for the future. Accessing the 
wisdom of God, Joseph devised a plan 
for saving crops in preparation for the 
famine that was soon to come. His plan 
saved the Egyptians and his own family 
from	starvation.	Even	more	significant,	
his savings preserved God’s people, the 
Israelites, and protected the plan of God 
for Israel from being thwarted.

Randy Alcorn offers guidance on saving:
How can we approach saving with biblical 

balance? When I save, I lay something aside for 
future need. But I hold it loosely, realizing it’s all 
at God’s disposal. If I sense God’s leading, I will 
give it away to meet greater needs. When I hoard, 

I’m unwilling to part with what I’ve saved to meet 
others’ needs because my possible future needs 
outweigh their actual present needs.3

Stewarding Your Ministry Finances
“A good name is more desirable than great 

riches; to be esteemed is better than silver 
or gold” (Proverbs 22:1). A key to stewarding 
ministry resources with integrity is through 
accountability. As a national/regional/state 
bishop, you are involved in every aspect of the 
administrative	office	you	lead,	including	the	
finances.	Your	practices	should	always	be	to	find	
ways to protect and safeguard your integrity. 

Often in my own journey as a pastor, I have 
been questioned, “Why do you have so many 
protections and safeguards?” My response 
has been, “I learned early in ministry through 
hard lessons and negative experiences that 
accountability on all levels is necessary.”

It is safe to say as a leader, you have many 
administrative duties. One of those duties is to 
manage	the	finances	of	the	area	you	lead.	The	
management	of	your	personal	finances	and	
ministry	finances	should	never	intersect.	The	lines	
should never blur between your responsibility as 
the	steward	of	your	personal	finances	and	your	
responsibility	as	the	steward	of	the	finances	of	
the ministry you serve. The temptation at this level 
is to commingle funds. Commingling of funds is 
broadly	defined	as	the	mixing	of	funds	belonging	
to one party with funds belonging to another 
party. In the context of biblical stewardship, such 
improper practice erases the legal and ethical 
line that distinguishes the steward from the 
owner. 

Note: For more information on stewarding 
ministry	finances,	refer	to	the	articles	in	the	
manual, “Financial System of the Church of God 
of Prophecy” and “Responsible Management of 
Ministry Finances.” 

Living a life that honors stewardship 
principles while teaching and 
encouraging those we lead to do the 
same creates an environment  
of sowing and reaping. 
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Leading Others in Stewardship
One of the core values of our movement is 

biblical stewardship. Since it is a core value, one 
would conclude to be found faithful as a leader 
and serve in a leadership role, one needs to 
uphold	the	financial	structure	of	the	international	
church. 

As a young minister, I was instructed 
incorrectly on how to tithe on my ministerial 
income. I was taught, by a well-meaning minister, 
to subtract “all” expenses incurred in ministry and 
pay on remaining amount. I did that faithfully for 
the	first	seven	years	of	pastoral	ministry.	It	was	
during that time I requested of the state bishop to 
step away from a lead pastor role and be placed 
in the role of youth pastor. 

When I arrived at my new placement, the 
lead pastor became a spiritual father and mentor. 
He taught me sound biblical stewardship from 
a ministerial point of view. He opened my 
heart to the blessings of a loving Father. I was 
introduced	to	the	benefits	of	stewardship.	I	found	
myself awakened to a new side of stewardship 
principles. I was no longer thinking on how 
to trim my tithe but rather thinking on how to 
pay more tithe and sow more seeds through 
generous giving of offerings.

As national/regional/state bishop, we have 
been given a great resource in the Ministry 
Policy Manual, Church of God of Prophecy. 
This	resource	clearly	states	and	defines	the	
responsibilities of stewardship in this ministry 
role. Please refer to Section One, subtitle 
“Ministry Policies, VII General Instructions,” 
pages 107, 108. While serving as a national/

regional/state bishop, one should always uphold 
the teachings and recommendations of the 
Assembly rulings and policies. To choose not 
to follow proper protocol would disqualify any 
n/r/s bishop from appointment.

Another great resource for equipping 
others, which is our apostolic role according to 
Ephesians chapter 4, is Foundations: Minister’s 
Development Program developed by Leadership 
Development and Discipleship department of 
the	International	Offices.	The	lessons	within	the	
program entitled, “Temptations and Challenges 
of Pastoral Ministry,” “Responsible Management 
of Church Finances,” and “Financial Stewardship 
in the Church of God of Prophecy” provide 
specific	guidance	to	pastors,	national/regional/
state bishops, as well as ministry leaders. The 
program, especially courses containing these 
lessons, should be highly promoted to and 
required of all pastors. It is recommended 
following up with pastors on completing these  
in a timely manner. 

Equipping future generations of leaders is 
a part of our heritage and legacy. Equipping 
them correctly is equally important. Following 
biblical stewardship releases God’s blessings. 
If we tie his hands through disobedience, how 
can he bless?
______________________

1 Stewardship and the Kingdom of God, pp. 12, 13
2 Alcorn, Randy, Managing God’s Money p. 161
3 Randy Alcorn, Managing God’s Money, pp. 195, 196
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In 2019, God was not surprised by COVID. 
He had a plan. To the best of our ability, 
the International Offices, our pastors, and 
congregations sought his plan and followed 
it. Over the course of the past three years, our 
smaller churches have testified to the impact 
of virtual services and other innovative ways 
of reaching their communities. Many reached 
more people while ministering in new ways than 
they have ever reached in person. Connections 
were created, and those trapped in their homes 
received desperately needed ministry.  

There are areas of the world where the financial 
impact was indeed devastating, and that fact 
cannot be downplayed. At the same time, there 
are praise reports from a great number of our 
churches that 2020 was their best year financially. 
Tithing and giving set records in many local 
churches. In the face of a global pandemic, it does 
not make sense—but God!

At the International Offices in 2020, mission 
giving was down, but tithes received set an all-
time record. Since the International Assembly 
was canceled in 2020, a portion of the money 
budgeted for the Assembly was used to create 
a COVID Relief Fund. Note, this was budgeted 
money and did not include designated offerings 
for the Assembly. Our International Offices 
departments wanted to participate, so most 
contributed a portion of their departmental 
operating budgets to this relief fund. As a  

result, we were able to pool over $300,000 to 
assist with COVID-related needs all over the 
world. This helped aid those areas where the 
financial impact was more severe. Our mission 
giving was down in 2020, but the increase 
in tithing allowed us to maintain our mission 
support to the field without reductions or 
delays. 

In 2021, tithes received surpassed the record 
set in 2020. In addition, overall mission giving set 
a record for the highest in history with the March 
World Mission Drive being the best ever. The 
October World Mission Drive came in second, 
all-time. 

Biblical stewardship is a must in good times 
and bad, and we were privileged to see the 
faithfulness of our people in the most difficult of 
times. I am thankful to be a part of a church where 
the members tithe and give generously, cheerfully, 
and unselfishly. Through this challenging period 
in history, we have seen Jehovah Jireh at work 
through his people.

      BIBLICAL STEWARDSHIP 
IN GOOD TIMES AND BAD

BISHOP PAUL HOLT, MBA | FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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to Church of God of Prophecy and mail it to P.O. Box 2970  Cleveland, TN 37320-2970. 

HELP US PROCLAIM 
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Christine Blake 
Jamaica

February 20, 2022
Licensed minister for eight months

Pedro S. Ojeda
Phoenix, Arizona

April 19, 2022
Licensed minister for 51 years

Daniel B. Driver 
Clinton, South Carolina

July 20, 2021
Licensed minister for 35 years

Goderdzi Todadze
Tbilisi, Republic of Georgia

May 24, 2022
Licensed minister for 16 years

Embra Allen James
Jacksonville, Florida

April 30, 2022
Licensed minister for 51 years

Dale Wayne Whitley
Rockingham, North Carolina

May 17, 2022
Licensed minister for 17 years

Cleophas L. Capron, Jr.
Bahamas

March 27, 2022  
Licensed minister for 40 years

Ezequiel Jasso Ortiz, Sr.
Santa Rosa, California

May 16, 2022
Licensed minister for 51 years

Wesley L. Ferguson
Exuma, Bahamas

April 29, 2022
Licensed minister for 44 years

Melonia Waugh 
Jamaica

April 8, 2022
Licensed minister for 27 years

Simeon D. Kemp
Miami, Florida 
June 15, 2022

Licensed minister for 51 years

Jesus Jurado Aguilar
Guerrero, Mexico
February 22, 2022

Licensed minister for 19 years

Darrell G. Ojeda
Phoenix, Arizona 

June 14, 2022
Licensed minister for three years

Anna Effit Cefort
Bahamas

April 6, 2022 
Licensed minister for 48 years

Lee Franklin Shelton
Talmo, Georgia (USA)

July 6, 2019
Licensed minister for 53 years

Lorenzo Bor Garcia
Fontana, California

May 10, 2022
Licensed minister for 43 years

Lanier L. Weaver
Millwood, Georgia

May 5, 2022
Licensed minister for 51 years
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Is stewardship only about money? Most people would 
say no. We know it is a scriptural mandate to give to support 
the work of the church. That is a given. But let’s talk about 
the managing of everything else: the rest of our money, our 
possessions, our time, our relationships. There are more 
things God wants us to manage, but let’s start there. 
The Rest of Our Money

What if I said being a good steward always costs you 
something? What if I said good stewardship is choosing the 
more costly way? 

Where did we get the idea that the best steward is the 
one who spends the least amount of money possible? Is 
being extremely frugal and buying the cheapest stuff the 
way to practice good stewardship? There must be more to it 
than that. 

Yes, we can be good stewards by saving and we can 
be good stewards by choosing cheaper options. But is it 
possible to be a good steward by spending money?  

Suppose I am in the market for a vehicle. I have a family; 
they need transportation. My husband and I want to be 
good stewards. We might decide to go with a small, used, 
cheap compact car. It has no air conditioning and is dinged 
and rusty. We can save money that way, sure. But what if we 
found a safe, environmentally friendly vehicle that was large 
enough to carry all the members of our family as well as his 
children’s church supplies? It’s probably going to cost a little 
more money, but that may be a God-honoring way to use 
our money. That’s being a good steward, too.

You see, practicing good stewardship is more than just 
not spending money. It’s about applying money to things 
that honor God and serve other people. Maybe that means 
you take that vacation or make your home a lovely refuge, 
or you give to that organization doing important work. 
Sometimes spending money honors God. 
Possessions

I heard a minister say once that if you want to know what 
a person values, look at their checkbook register. Yes, I know 
fewer and fewer people use checkbooks these days, but 

substitute “online bank statement” if you don’t know what a 
checkbook register was back in the dark ages, young ones. 
The thinking is that the most common entries in a person’s 
checkbook register or online bank statement are what that 
person thinks are most important. What does my spending 
reveal about me? It seems I think it is important to feed 
myself and my family, mostly. A mortgage payment, tithes, 
electricity, insurance—they’re all in there, too. 

But, if money comes in and out of our accounts without 
us even thinking about it, we’ve missed it. But if we choose to 
use the money we earn to honor God and other people, we 
get to be a part of something bigger. It’s good stewardship 
to be intentional.
Time 

Being a good steward of my time is more costly than 
letting circumstances push me through life. A purposeful, 
well-organized life costs me the freedom to procrastinate or 
waste time. Good stewards maximize their time. The parable 
of the talents tells us that honors God. 
Relationships

Good relationships must be nurtured. The universe tends 
to entropy, and anything left to itself will unwind and fall 
apart. A relationship is a weaving of one life with another; it 
is an integration. I must pay the cost to keep my relationships 
from unraveling and disintegrating. Being a good steward of 
my relationships costs me the luxury of only thinking about 
what I want and need.

I	will	put	God	first.	
I will live simply. 
I will take good care of what I have.
I will determine in my heart that enough is enough.
I will do without one thing that society tells me I cannot  

live without.  
I will not be jealous of what others have or do. 
I will give generously and with the joy of knowing that 

what I give, the Lord will use to build the kingdom.
I will give without trying to control my gift, as though I 

am giving to God.

MESSAGES
Questions about Stewardship

MARSHA ROBINSON | EDITOR
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