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WE BELIEVE in the Holy Trinity—one God, 
eternally existi ng in Three Persons: Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one God, the Father, creator of 
heaven and earth, of all things seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begott en of the Father. 
All things were made through Him and for Him. 
He is true God and true man. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and was born of 
the virgin, Mary. He suff ered, died, was buried, 
and on the third day He rose from the dead. He 
ascended to the right hand of the Father, and He 
will return to judge the living and the dead. His 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver 
of life, who eternally proceeds from the Father. 
He is Teacher, Comforter, Helper, and Giver 
of spiritual gift s.  Through Him the saving and 
sancti fying works of Jesus Christ are applied 
to the life of believers. He is the empowering 
presence of God in the life of the Christi an and 
the church. The Father has sent His Son to bapti ze 
with the Holy Spirit.  Speaking in tongues and 
bearing the fruit of the Spirit are New Testament 
signs of being fi lled with the Holy Spirit. 

We believe that salvati on is by grace through 
faith in the sacrifi cial death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross and that He died in our place. The believer’s 
sins are forgiven by the shedding of His blood. 
We believe that healing of mind, body, soul, and 
spirit is available to the believer through the 
blood of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy 
Spirit. We believe in one bapti sm in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

We believe that the grace of God brings forgiveness 
and reconciliati on to those who repent, as well as 
transformati on in holiness, enabling them to live a 
Christ-like life. Sancti fi cati on is both a defi nite work 
of grace and a lifelong process of change in the 
believer brought by the blood of Jesus, the Word 
of God, and the enabling power of the Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one holy, universal church, 
composed of all true believers in Jesus Christ, 
off ering fellowship and calling for service to 
men and women of all races, nati ons, cultures,  
and languages. We believe in the spiritual and 
ulti mate visible unity of the church. 

We believe that the Bible—both Old and New 
Testaments—is the inspired Word of God. The 
Bible is God’s revelati on of Himself and His 
will to humankind, suffi  cient for instructi on in 
salvati on and daily Christi an living. The Bible is 
the Christi an’s rule of faith and practi ce. 

We believe that God will ulti mately reconcile all 
things in heaven and earth in Christ. Therefore, 
we look forward to new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells.
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Judas did not care for the poor; he wanted the money 
for himself because he was a thief. But Jesus accepted 
Mary’s offering as a gracious and eternal service. He said, 
“Leave her alone, she has done a good work upon me.” 
Mary was being compelled by love. She was doing what 
she could to alleviate Jesus’ suffering. It was not enough 
to just prepare supper or simply wash his feet—that was 
a ritual, a repetitious thing, something that would have 
been common and expected.

How often is our worship simply repetitious acts 
because we do not know how to worship in a different 
way? Many times, there is something way down deep 
inside of us that cries out to do something more to show 
him how much we love him. Mary was seeking to know 
what more she could do for him. At some point, it dawned 
on her that this box of ointment was the very best she 
had. She gave it all. It was her gift to the King. There was 
no time to calculate the cost or to consider what might 
otherwise be done with this precious ointment. The end 
was near for Jesus, and Mary knew it; the thought was 
in her mind, What can I do to show him how much I love 
him? She was only thinking of his worthiness.

On the other hand, Judas also knowing the end 
was near was thinking, What can Jesus do for me? The 
church today can be divided into those like Mary and 
those like Judas. One is Christ-centered, and the other is 
self-centered. One will ask, “What can I do?” and the other 
will ask, “What do I have to do?” One asks, “What service 
can I render?” and the other asks, “What is in it for me?” 
Through one, Christ is glorifi ed; and through the other, he 
is crucifi ed.

Mary did not do what she did for recognition. Love 
seeks no recognition and expects nothing in return. She 
never knew her name would be in the Bible, but Jesus 
said, in effect, “This is a memorial; anytime the gospel 
goes anywhere, this little alabaster box is going.” Mary did 
not know about the future; she was not trying to get her 
name in heaven’s hall of fame. She thought, Jesus is going 
to die, and I don’t know what I can do. And suddenly, she 
realized, I have a prized possession. I will break it and give 
it to him.

It is a wonderful thing that God does when he takes 
people from all walks of life, every tribe and culture under 
the sun, brings them together, melts their hearts together 
with love, and makes them one. We call this the church. 
There is not another entity on the face of the earth like the 
body of Christ.

Matthew 26:6–13 and John 12:1–8 show us a 
beautiful story of love. Jesus was in Bethany, in the house 
of Simon; Lazarus was there, the one that Jesus had 
raised from the dead. It was one of the darkest times 
in the life of Christ. It was six days before Passover. The 
Jewish leaders were plotting to kill him. No one seemed 
to appreciate what he had done or believe in him for who 
he was.

He must have been feeling very low and lonely even 
though he was surrounded by his so-called friends. In 
this company of men was one that would betray him for 
30 pieces of silver, another who would deny him, and 
others who would go to sleep in Gethsemane. Most of 
them would scatter when his hour would come. They 
would leave him alone to die. Jesus knew all of this, and 
it must have weighed heavily upon him. He needed 
encouragement, he needed reassurance that the cause 
was worth the price he was having to pay.

A woman enters this scene. A woman named Mary. 
Most people would have thought Mary (because of 
her past lifestyle) deserved to die, but Jesus said she 
deserved to live. Jesus did not come to condemn the 
world; he came to seek and save the lost. God will punish 
sin, but he will save sinners. Mary was no doubt a poor 
woman, but somehow, she had managed to obtain 
an alabaster box of very precious and very expensive 
ointment. According to the disciples, it was worth about 
three hundred pence or a year’s salary in that day. In the 
eyes of the apostles, she blew it all in fi ve minutes. She 
broke it, anointed the feet of Jesus, and began to wipe his 
feet with her hair.

Materially minded people always regard spiritual 
investments as a waste of time and resources. Judas was 
upset. He asked, “Why was this ointment not sold and the 
money given to the poor?” John reveals in his Gospel that 

Bishop Sam N. Clements
General Overseer

Love Will Find a Way
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Mary said yes to the tugging of her heart. She broke 
all traditions and went against common sense because 
she was compelled by love for the master. She did 
something that had never been done before.

Most of us hesitate to do anything new our heart 
tells us to do. We look for a precedent, we look to 
see whether anyone else has set an example. We get 
into a habit of doing things as a matter of form, and 
consequently, worship becomes a formality rather than 
true worship. I don’t believe Mary ever thought of that; 
she never asked whether anybody else had ever broken 
an alabaster box of ointment and anointed his sacred 
head. She listened to her heart. Her heart said, “Do it,” 
and she did it. She never asked permission. How true it 
is that it is easier to get forgiveness than permission. If 
she had asked, she would have been denied. If Judas 
had known what she was going to do, he would have 
probably locked her in the back room. The apostles were 
disturbed at her action, but Jesus was not. 

People today are still upset with those like Mary; 
those who do not hesitate to act when love compels 
them, those who are sensitive to the Spirit and are 
listening for his voice to tell them what to do. Some say 
those types of people are dangerous; they will take over 
the church if you let them. But I say leave them alone, it is 
not Mary who wants to control the church, it is Judas!

Turn those like Mary loose. They are not going to 
hurt anyone. People who break alabaster boxes do not 
want to run the church, they just want to love and give to 
Jesus; they want to worship him from the heart. 

When you break alabaster boxes, you have given 
all to him and there is nothing left. You do not worry 
about the cost. When you start calculating cost, you have 
overruled love. 

The offering that Mary gave was symbolic of the 
offering that Jesus was about to give. Love led to both 
offerings. He died because he loved. He intercedes 
because he loves. Mary could not have given more; 
Christ gave all that he could. On the cross, he emptied 
himself; he was the broken box. Christ saw the end. He 
knew this was the gospel. Jesus said, “Verily I say unto 
you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the 
whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath 
done, be told for a memorial of her” (Matthew 26:13).

The fragrance of Mary’s love fi lled more than the 
house of Simon; it was far-reaching. What Mary had 
done brought to the mind of Christ the greater act he 
was about to perform. He saw the broken box, he noted 
the fl owing ointment, he smelled the sweet savor that 
fi lled the house and said, “This gospel”—the gospel that 
is fi gured here—this gospel, wherever it is preached, shall 
be linked with Mary’s actions. The result of Mary’s act of 
love is a memorial to her.

Here is something to think about: Mary’s selfl ess act 
brought eternal glory. Judas’ selfi sh deed brought him 
eternal shame. Mary received that which she did not 
seek; Judas lost that which he sought.

Through the centuries, Mary’s name is breathed 
with reverence, and Judas’ name is uttered with a curse. 
Families name their daughters Mary but would not even 
name their dogs Judas. Have you heard of a Judas goat? 
It is a goat trained by animal herders to lead sheep to the 
slaughter. 

Judas’ story speaks of betrayal, dismal failure, 
suicide, and a potter’s cemetery; his name is used to 
identify the worst sort of traitor and double-crosser. 
Mary’s timeless memorial, her eternal monument, is seen 
wherever the preaching of the living Word goes forth.

We will never be able to completely understand 
the love of God, but Paul prayed in Ephesians, chapter 
3, for the saints to be rooted and grounded in that love. 
He prayed that they would be able to comprehend 
with all saints the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height of it; and to know the love of Christ, which passes 
knowledge. He prayed that we would be fi lled with all the 
fullness of God.

This is my prayer for the church today. We do not 
have a problem that love cannot solve. If we allow love, if 
we practice love, love will fi nd a way. Love will fi nd a way 
to heal wounds. There are confused and hurt people who 
have been wounded (some by friendly fi re), but love will 
fi nd a way to bind them up! Love will pour in the oil and 
wine; it will care for them until they recover. We must not 
shoot the wounded!

Love will fi nd a way to win the lost. People get lost in 
different ways (Luke 15), but love will fi nd a way. Love will 
fi nd a way to build unity among brethren. For too long, 
we have preached unity and practiced division, and we 
don’t know what to do with honest differences.

Put yourself in Mary’s place tonight. Knowing the 
time is short—if you did not have another night—what 
would you do? What would you give him? We may not 
have an alabaster box of precious ointment, we may not 
have accumulated wealth that we could bring and lay at 
his feet, we may have no gold or frankincense or myrrh, 
and so, what can we give?

The songwriter had the answer when he penned, 
“But drops of grief can never repay the debt of love I 
owe—Here Lord, I give myself away, ‘tis all that I can do.”

Are you ready to say yes to the Spirit? Jesus is in your 
house tonight; he came for supper. We can do what we 
have always done, what is expected, or we can respond 
to our heart even if it is something that has never been 
done before. It was another time, another Mary. The Mary 
who was his mother proclaimed to those in the room, 
“Whatever He says, do it.”
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INSTITUTE OF
CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
ICM is the premier training event
for local church children's ministers
and those serving kids at camp. The
Institute provides an environment
that encourages spiritual formation,
provides relevant workshops, gives opportunities for
networking with other children's ministers and those who
serve in camping ministry, and leadership development.
Find out more about the 2023 Institute at
instituteofchildrensministry.org.

CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES CERTIFICATION
Children's Ministry Certification is a
self-paced, online or correspondence,
certificate program for children’s ministers.
Presently, it consists of two levels of
mastery for the children’s minister, a basic
competency level and a leadership level. Within each level of
training, each module includes video presentations,
assignments, assessments, and supplemental resource
materials.

After viewing each module and successfully completing
assignments, participants are issued a certificate of
completion for each course they finish.

Courses are available in English and Spanish on
electronic flash drive and fully online.

Chosens
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CM LIVE WEBINARS & YOUTUBE ARCHIVES
Would you like to offer training to your children's ministry
team that is accessible, relevant, and free? Children's
Ministry offers 1-hour live webinars throughout the year
that individuals or entire ministry teams can view. Visit our
website for upcoming dates. In the meantime, more than
90 hours of on-demand webinars are available on our
YouTube channel!

DEVELOPING LEADERS,
IMPACTING KIDS PODCAST
The DLIK Podcast presents
interviews from current leaders
in children's ministry about the
most relevant topics impacting
today's children's minister. Find
the DLIK podcast wherever you
access your favorite podcasts or
by visiting our website!

International Children's Ministries is committed to developing leaders who
have an eternal impact on the lives of the children they serve. We do so by
providing quality and accessible training experiences, producing relevant
resources for local church ministry, and cultivating a community for
support and encouragement.

ONE-DAY TRAINING INTENSIVES
One-day training intensives offer
relevant, interactive ministry and
leadership training for your local
church or district at a minimal cost.
To schedule one of our trainers,
contact our office.

OUR WEBSITE
cogop.org/children

FACEBOOK
CGPKIDS
KidServe

TWITTER
CGPKIDS

INSTAGRAM
CGPKIDS

YOUTUBE
CGPKIDS

PODCAST
Developing Leaders,
Impacting Kids

CALL US
(423) 559-5100

E-MAIL US
cgpkids@cogop.org

MAIL US
P.O. Box 2910
Cleveland, TN 37320-2910

CONNECT WITH US!



Prayer Points: July 2022   Contributor: Bishop Shaun McKinley, PhD
PRAYING FOR THE INTERNATIONAL ASSEMBLY

ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTOR:
Bishop Shaun McKinley serves as international director of Children’s Ministries, administrative liaison to 
the general overseer, and prayer coordinator for the Church of God of Prophecy International Offi ces in 
Cleveland, Tennessee. He and his wife, Stephanie, serve as preschool teachers at the Peerless Road Church, 
also in Cleveland. Shaun is a graduate of Bryan College having earned a Master of Business Administration 
in Marketing from Bryan College and is a licensed bishop with the Church of God of Prophecy. He was 
awarded a Ph.D. in Religion and Leadership Studies by the University of the Cumberlands.

July 20–24, 2022, thousands of our brothers and sisters 
will gather in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, for our biennial 
International Assembly. This homecoming of the Church 
provides opportunities for fellowship, worship, ministry, 
networking, and reminding us of the global scope of our 
great family. We thank God for enabling us to conduct this 
year’s meeting, after the COVID-19 pandemic required the 
cancellation of our 2020 gathering. We invite you to join with 
us in praying for this event.
Before the International Assembly

• Pray for a meeting marked by genuine love for one another, 
understanding and discernment of the Father’s will, and 
undeniable ministry and moving of the Holy Spirit.

• Pray for fi nancial provision for the travel needs to come to the 
Assembly for our delegates, as well as favor with employers 
when requiring time away from work. 

• Pray for the employees of the International Offi ces, Assembly 
staff and volunteers, and Assembly committees making fi nal 
preparations for their responsibilities.

• Pray for traveling mercies for those coming to the Assembly 
from all points of the world. Pray for our international 
delegates to arrive safely, making the necessary connections, 
as well as receiving approval of various required documents 
and health requirements.

• Pray for the pre-Assembly meeting of our general presbyters 
and international presbyters.

• Pray there will be enough volunteers to help in the work of the 
Assembly.

• Pray that the Holy Spirit will guide and control every aspect 
of the Assembly, so that everything will be in accordance 
with his divine and perfect will, to accomplish all that he 
has planned.

During the International Assembly
• Pray for those delivering God’s Word at the Assembly. Pray for 

a supernatural anointing birthed from times of prayer, fasting, 
and preparation.

• Pray that the focus of each message, presentation, and activity 
will be on the reconciling power of Christ.

• Pray for wisdom of those moderating the sessions and 
directing the logistics of the services.

• Pray for God’s will to be done during the business sessions, 
including the selection of the general overseer, general 
presbyters, and committee reports. 

• Pray for rich fellowship for those in attendance, from the 
youngest to the oldest. Ask the Father to keep them in good 
health. Pray for a spirit of revival, renewal, and revitalization to 
be present. 

• Pray that God will supply all fi nances needed to hold and host 
the International Assembly.

• Pray that none will return the same as they came but go back 
with renewed zeal and commitment to follow the Lord. Ask 
the Holy Spirit to impart fresh vision, boldness, and courage to 
pastors and leaders so that they may faithfully represent him 
in their communities.

• Pray for the youth and children attending the International 
Assembly, that they may saved, sanctifi ed, Spirit baptized, and 
called to ministry. Pray that their Assembly experience will be 
positive, giving them a great connection to the Church. 

After the International Assembly
• Pray that revival fi re will ignite within every member of the 

Church of God of Prophecy. 
• Pray for faithfulness and fruitfulness among God’s people in 

the coming two years. 
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national missionaries and those seeking assistance for 
home missions. 
If you have wondered what items we need most for future 
distribution, we need new or gently used:

• Clothing and shoes for adults and children 
• Prescription glasses, ties, belts, scarves, & gloves
• Linens—towels, sheets, light blankets, etc.
• Miscellaneous unopened items—toiletries, 
shampoos, soaps, toothpaste, etc.
• Luggage—The light larger bags (duffl e) are 
especially needed.

** Due to the limitation of space in this facility, the 
Mission Clothes Closet will only operate through 
Wednesday, July 20. Please take note of this: 
Home Missions assistance will only be available on 
Wednesday. **

Global Missions Booth
Wednesday, July 20–Saturday, July 23 
Exhibit Hall hours
Oklahoma City Convention Exhibit Hall 
Come visit the Global Missions booth to pick up resources 
on the different mission ministries available for you and 
your church. Pastors who stop by and speak to Stephanie 
about our Harvest Partners program will receive a free 
gift even if your church is already connected to a nation. 
If you are a current One Child Fund donor or wish to start 
donating this week, you will receive a free gift as well.

Mission Clothes Closet 
Oklahoma City Convention Center 
Second Floor, Room 209 B
Saturday–Sunday, July 16–17, 5:30 p.m.–8:30 p.m. 
Monday–Tuesday, July 18–19, 4:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 20, 9:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
For National Missionaries Only: Saturday–Tuesday, 
July 16–19
For National and Home Missions: Wednesday, July 20  
The Mission Clothes Closet is a ministry of assistance 
directed for national overseers/missionaries to acquire 
clothing and supplies to be distributed among the saints 
upon their return, for use in ministry throughout the 
nations where we have ministry.
Located in the Oklahoma City Convention Center, Room 
209 B (2nd fl oor), the closet will be open predominately 
in the evenings during the International Presbytery 
meetings. On Wednesday, the closet will be open to 

Dr. Cathy Payne coordinates Global Missions Ministries for the Church of God of Prophecy internationally and 
has ministered in more than 100 nations. Cathy obtained a Masters of Divinity from Pentecostal Theological 
Seminary and is currently enrolled in a Doctor of Ministry program with Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary. 
She is also working toward a Doctor of Philosophy degree with Bangor University in South Wales, UK. Cathy 
and John have one son and five grandchildren.

REV. CATHY PAYNE, DMin | GLOBAL MISSIONS MINISTRIES COORDINATOR 

AT THE ASSEMBLY
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Mission Workshops    
Thursday, July 21, 2:00 p.m.–4:45 p.m.
Global Leadership Missions Conversation—Dr. Catherine 
Payne, 2:00 p.m.–3:15 p.m.
Come join the continuing open dialogue among lead 
pastors, missions supporters, and church leadership 
regarding a fresh perspective and exchange of ideas and 
strategies concerning missions within the Church of God 
of Prophecy. 
Short Term Mission Teams—Dr. Catherine Payne, 
3:30 p.m.–4:45 p.m.
Come and fi nd out how you can touch the world through 
on-site, hands-on opportunities to participate in diverse, 
short-term missions trips and construction teams around 
the world. We hope you will walk away inspired and with 
a vision and strategy for a ministry that will give you and 
your local church wide-range opportunities to use your 
skills and abilities to bless our ministries throughout our 
global missions network.

Mission Encounter
Friday, July 22, 2022, 12:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.
Oklahoma City Convention Exhibit Hall
Mission Encounter is a global family celebration! 
Admission is free to everyone. Come, meet, and visit with 
your international church family, Harvest Partner nations, 
mission leaders, and volunteer missionaries from around 
the world. Enjoy the sights, sounds, colorful displays, and 
cultural experiences of our global family. 

See and hear fi rsthand reports, join together in prayer, 
experience worship in song, and enjoy testimonies from 
our international delegates and maybe pick up a souvenir 
or two to share with your church family.

Assembly Mission Breakfast 
Saturday, July 23, 7:00 a.m.–9:00 a.m.
Omni Hotel Grand Ballroom, 100 West Oklahoma City 
Boulevard, Oklahoma City, OK
Come join our global leaders to hear testimonies of faith 
and mission updates at this ticketed breakfast event. The 
morning provides the opportunity to sit with the men and 
women who serve on the front line of missions ministry. 
This year, while enjoying a breakfast buffet, you will learn 
about the work, needs, culture, and lifestyles, as well as 
the challenges they encounter in ministry. Tickets are 
$35.00 U.S. per person and may be purchased at the 
Global Missions Ministries booth.
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“Jesus knew that the Father had put all 
things under his power, and that he had 
come from God and was returning to 
God; so he got up from the meal, took off 
his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel 
around his waist. After that, he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash 
his disciples’ feet, drying them with the 
towel that was wrapped around him. Jesus 
replied, 'You do not realize now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.' When 
he had finished washing their feet, he put 
on his clothes and returned to his place. 
'Do you understand what I have done for 
you?' he asked them. 'You call me ‘Teacher’ 
and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I 
am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also should wash one 
another’s feet. I have set you an example 
that you should do as I have done for you. 
Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater 
than his master, nor is a messenger greater 
than the one who sent him. Now that you 
know these things, you will be blessed if 
you do them'”(John 13:3–5, 7, 12–17 NIV).

As Jesus washed the feet of Peter and his disciples, 
on the evening before his crucifixion, he foreshadowed 
what he would do on the cross. When Jesus died on 
the cross, he washed the feet of the world. Our church 
(like all churches) has often wrestled with our callings. 
The question we most often ask in response to the Holy 
Spirit’s work in our lives is, “What is God calling us to 
do?” Perhaps, the more urgent question is, “Who is God 
calling us to be?” Before we can fully serve as Jesus 
served, the content and character of our souls must be 
molded by the Word and Spirit into the image of Christ. 
We will not be able to fully do what God has called us 
to do until we have fully surrendered to who Christ calls 
us to become.

A life transformed into the image of Christ is always 
a life of submission; a life submitted to the work of 
Christ is lived in response to the Holy Spirit’s leading. It 
is wonderful for our Church of God of Prophecy global 
family to hear the voice of the Holy Spirit and respond 
to the call to serve as a core value of our movement!

Called to Serve : 
Washing the Feet 
of the World
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I. We respond to the call to serve by washing the 
feet of the world.

How powerful the example of our Lord on the 
evening before his crucifixion. He gathered in a small 
room with his closest friends to share a meal and make 
clear his intentions to surrender to the will of the Father, 
and to make it clear to us that he was initiating his death. 
His life would not be taken; it would be laid down for the 
sake of the world.

It is common to see questions asked such as, “If you 
had one day left to live, what would you do with your 
final day?” This question is worthy of our consideration. 
Perhaps on our final day, we would visit a beautiful 
place we’ve never visited or spend the day with family 
and friends, both of which are options some may 
choose. However, when this question of, “What will 
you do on your final day?” was proposed to Jesus, he 
continued in what every day of his life had been up to 
that moment: serving.

Jesus took off his outer garment and wrapped 
himself in a servant’s towel. He stooped down to the 
ground and poured water into a basin. In the emptying 
of that water from the pitcher, he foreshadowed the 
apostle Paul’s words in Philippians, chapter 2, as the 
act of Christ’s kenosis (κίνωση) or “emptying himself.” 

He emptied the water into the basin and there on the 
ground, reached out to take the dirty feet of a former 
fisherman and washed them. 

In this moment of surrender and service, Jesus not 
only washed the feet of Peter and the other disciples, 
but he also gave us (and his disciples) a foretaste of what 
he would do in the hours that followed. In his crucifixion, 
he would wash the feet of the world. He would wash 
away the sin stains of those abused, torn, battered, and 
rejected by the world.

This calling of Jesus, this kenosis or emptying of 
himself, is also the calling of the Church of God of 
Prophecy. To serve the world as Christ has served us. It 
is to wash the feet of the world as Christ has washed our 
feet. Removing the pride found in our outer garments 
and wrapping ourselves in a towel (to stoop to where 
the broken are), we take their feet into our hands for 
Christ to make them clean and restore them.

Brian Sutton serves as the presiding bishop for the Church of God of Prophecy in Alabama. He previously served 
as executive director of Leadership Development and Discipleship at the COGOP International Offices. He ministered 
as a senior pastor for 25 years. His heart is to facilitate the spiritual and professional growth of those at all levels of 
ministry in the Church. He is a member of the Administrative Committee and Corporate Board of Directors for the 
International Church of God of Prophecy, a position he has held since 2010. His book, Conversation with God: The 
Power of Prevailing Prayer, is available at ConversationWithGodBook.com.

BISHOP BRIAN SUTTON, DMin | ALABAMA STATE OVERSEER

A life transformed into the 
image of Christ is always a 
life of submission.
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II. Jesus has not called the church to go for him 
but to go with him!

The most exciting aspect of the call to serve given 
to the church is that we serve with Christ. We are 
commissioned to transform from a “come and see” into 
a “go ye” ministry. Jesus has not called the church to go 
for him but to go with him!

By the power of the Holy Spirit, we can see where 
Christ is serving, and we serve with him. We too can 
stoop down with Jesus, take the dirty feet of the world 
in our hands, and wash them in the love of Christ.

If we are searching for Jesus so that we may join 
him in serving, we won’t need to look long to fi nd him. 
He told us where he would be, “Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters 
of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40 NIV). To wash 
the feet of the world as Christ did, every Church of God 
of Prophecy congregation should operate a ministry 
that meets the most pressing physical, emotional, social, 
and spiritual needs of their community. In this, we are 
operating most like Jesus. 

When we serve as Jesus serves, we do so without 
ulterior motives. We are those who empty ourselves of 
both ambition and unholy motive and cry out to God 
for direction. Jesus proclaimed, “But I am among you as 
one who serves” (Luke 22:27 NIV). The greatest among 
us is always Jesus and Jesus is always serving. We long 
to serve because we long to be like Jesus. There can 
be no dispute regarding who among us is the greatest. 
Jesus alone is the greatest.

III. We wash the feet of the world by joining Jesus 
in meeting the needs of those who suffer.

How will we know how to respond to the Holy Spirit 
to meet the needs around us? How will we know what 
needs to meet? In John, chapter 6, in the well-known 
story of the loaves and fi shes miracle, Jesus observed a 
problem in his community. People were hungry. Jesus 
observed the most pressing need in his community fi rst, 
which was the underlying problem of hunger. It has 
been said that it is impossible to hear the message of 
the gospel if your stomach is growling.

It is quite signifi cant for us to remember that Jesus 
took the very limited resources of a young lad (loaves 
and fi shes), which alone could not feed all present, and 
multiplied that to meet every need. Please observe that 
Jesus met the pressing needs of his community before 
he preached the Gospel. Later in chapter 6, when the 
crowd Jesus had fed sought him out, Jesus proclaimed 
to them, “I am the bread of life. He that cometh to me 
shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall 
never thirst” (John 6:35).

We should ask the question then, why did Jesus 
feed the hungry crowd? Did he do it because he 
wanted to later preach to them or get them to attend his 
gathering? No! He fed them because they were hungry. 
He met their need because he had compassion for 
them. He met their need because he loved them. When 
Christ is transforming the church into his image, we, too 
are broken for the needs around us. We, too, like Christ, 
are compelled to compassion.
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IV. We are called to serve by meeting the greatest 
needs among us, which are most often the needs 
we fi nd closest to us.

The myriad of needs before us is overwhelming. 
Single mothers and fathers raising children, 
grandparents raising children, severe depression, 
schizophrenia, homelessness, loneliness and aloneness, 
deep emotional hurts, broken homes, rampant divorce, 
drug and alcohol addiction, pornography addiction, 
suicide, hunger, malnutrition, school dropouts, 
unemployment, illiteracy, poverty, child sex traffi cking, 
physical, mental, sexual, and emotional abuse, sickness, 
cancer, diabetes, blindness, and the list goes on and 
on and on. All these needs are the greatest needs of 
society, depending on the community where God has 
placed us. 

So much brokenness. So much hurt. So much loss. It 
has been said that we are all either going into a need, in 
the middle of a need, or coming out of a need. We are 
called to serve by meeting the greatest needs among 
us, which are most often the needs we fi nd closest to us. 

Jesus is now offering the church an incredible 
opportunity to participate with him in his mission of 
reconciliation in the world. We can fully participate in 
the mission of God when we not only preach the Gospel 
from our pulpits but also pour out the Gospel through 
meeting the needs of the most broken, most lost, and 
most hurting people that live within the shadow of our 
steeples. If our only ministry is inviting people to come 
and hear a sermon at our church or worship with us, we 
are not meeting the needs of our community.

Regarding all the needs mentioned here, we must 
ask, “How are we responding to the Holy Spirit to join 
with Jesus in meeting these needs?” Where is the Holy 
Spirit moving and directing our church to serve with 
Jesus as he washes the feet of the world? The weekly 
church prayer gathering is often the greatest place to 
discern God’s voice and direction, regarding the most 
pressing and personal needs around us. We not only 
prevail in prayer when praying for the needs of others 
but when we respond to meet those needs.

There are countless people in our communities (in 
every community) asking the question, “Where is Jesus 
in all of this, and where is my hope?” As we become the 
hands and feet of Jesus to wash the feet of the “least of 
these” among us, we are answering Christ’s call to serve. 
Thank God he is using our congregations more and 
more to wash the feet of the world!

Christ has perfectly positioned us to do the 
important work of ministering to the needs of the 
hurting. God has placed so many of our congregations 
in dark places where the greatest needs are found. 
Serving the needs of our community is the result of 
God’s love being poured into our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit. The Church of God of Prophecy responds to the 
voice of the Holy Spirit and commits to the core value 
of serving. Our prayer is, “Holy Spirit, open our eyes to 
the needs before us (and closest to us) and anoint our 
hands to join you in washing the feet of the broken in 
this world!”

There can be no 
dispute regarding 
who among us 
is the greatest. 
Jesus alone is the 
greatest.
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 20, 2022

Wednesday Morning

9:00 a.m.  Moderated by General Overseer Bishop Sam Clements
  Morning Prayer: Core Value of Prayer
   led by Bishop Gena Kernazhytski
  Worship by Assembly Worship Team

9:45 a.m.  Greetings by Host Overseer, Bishop Gary Smith  

10:00 a.m.  Offi cial Opening of Assembly
  Presentation of General Overseer Select
  Presentation of Affi rmed General Presbyters

10:45 a.m.  Business Reports
  Finance Director’s Report
  Corporate Board
  Finance and Stewardship Committee
  Biblical Doctrine and Polity Committee

Wednesday Afternoon

2:00 p.m.  Business Continues

Wednesday Evening
Doors open at 6:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.  Moderated by Bishop Sam Clements
  Opening Celebration
  Parade of Nations
  Offering led by Bishop Nathaniel Beneby and the   
   Assembly Offering Committee
  Worship by Assembly Worship Team
  Introduction of Evening Speaker
  Sermon by Bishop Dr. Woodley Thompson

THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2022

Thursday Morning
Candidates for ordination and their spouses are to meet their overseer in the 
Green Room by 8:30 a.m.

9:00 a.m.  Moderated by Bishop Dr. Tim McCaleb, General  
   Presbyter of Asia, Australia, and Oceania
  Morning Prayer: Core Value of Harvest led by
   Bishop Noni Que
  Worship by Assembly Worship Team

9:45 a.m.  Bishop Ordination Service under the direction of  
   Bishop Dr. Tim McCaleb, General Presbyter  
   of Asia, Australia, and Oceania

11:00 a.m.  Spirit and Life Seminary Commencement Ceremony

Thursday Afternoon
See Workshop Locations, Synopses, and Presenters on page 22.

2:00 p.m.  Workshop Session One

3:30 p.m.  Workshop Session Two

Thursday Evening
Doors open at 6:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m.  Concert with the Bahama Brass Band

7:00 p.m.  Moderated by Bishop Dr. Gabriel Vidal, General  
   Presbyter of South America
  Our Core Value of Prayer
  Welcome and Introduction of Fraternal Guests
  Fraternal Delegate Greeting by Bishop 
   Dr. Doug Beacham, 
   International Pentecostal Holiness Church
  Honoring General Overseer Sam and Linda Clements
  Offering led by Rev. Michael Luithle, 
   Assembly Offering Committee
  Worship by Assembly Worship Team
  Introduction of Evening Speaker
  Sermon by Bishop Clayton Endecott, General Presbyter
   of Europe, CIS, and the Middle East

RECONCILING THE WORLD TO CHRISTRECONCILING THE WORLD TO CHRIST
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101ST INTERNATIONAL ASSEMBLY SCHEDULE

FRIDAY, JULY 22, 2022

Friday Morning

9:00 a.m.  Moderated by Bishop Dr. Benjamin Feliz, General  
   Presbyter of Central America, Mexico, 
   and Spanish-Speaking Caribbean
  Morning Prayer: Core Value of Leadership 
   led by Flavio Rosario
  Worship by Assembly Worship Team

9:45 a.m.  Our Core Value of Harvest
  Worship by Assembly Worship Team
  General Overseer’s Biennial Address, 
   Bishop Sam Clements

Friday Afternoon

12:00 p.m.  Mission Encounter

Friday Evening
Doors open at 6:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m.  Concert with the Bahama Brass Band

7:00 p.m.  Moderated by Bishop Tim Coalter, General Presbyter
   of North America
  Our Core Value of Service
  Children’s Ministries Program led by Bishop
   Dr. Shaun McKinley, International Director  
   of Children’s Ministries
   Special Guest Presenter: Dr. Wess Stafford
  Youth Ministries Program led by Bishop Kirk Rising, 
   International Director of Youth Ministries
  Offering led by Bishop Franklin Ferguson, 
   Assembly Offering Committee
  Worship by Assembly Worship Team
  Introduction of Speaker
  Sermon by Pastor Zach Kelley, Breezewood Church,  
   Fayetteville, North Carolina

SATURDAY, JULY 23, 2022

Saturday Morning
Note: Assembly Mission Breakfast begins at 7:00 a.m. at Omni Grand Ballroom. 

9:00 a.m.  Moderated by Bishop Dr. Clayton Martin, General Presbyter  
   of Caribbean and Atlantic Ocean Islands
  Morning Prayer: Core Value of Stewardship led by  
   Bishop Hernandes Fernandes Filho

9:45 a.m.  Our Core Value: Leadership Development
  Leadership Development and Discipleship Ministries
  Worship by Assembly Worship Team
  Message by Rev. Dr. Felicia Payano, Texas

Saturday Afternoon

2:00 p.m.  Caribbean Celebration
  Location: Hall C/D

  Hispanic Celebration
  Location: Oklahoma City Family Church COGOP
  8300 South Sante Fe
  Oklahoma City, OK 73139

Saturday Evening
Doors open at 6:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m.  Concert with the Bahama Brass Band

7:00 p.m.  Our Core Value: Biblical Stewardship 
  Opening Song by Assembly Worship Team
  Offering led by Bishop Rupert Neblett, Assembly
   Offering Committee
  Special Music
  Worship by Assembly Worship Team
  Introduction of Speaker
  Message by Bishop Daniel Felipe, Texas 

SUNDAY, JULY 24, 2022

9:00 a.m.  Moderated by Bishop Sam N. Clements
  Morning Prayer: Core Value of Service led 
   by Rev. Janice Roseboro

9:45 a.m.  Worship by Assembly Worship Team
  Mission Church Awards and Recognition
  Closing Challenge by Newly Selected 
   General Overseer
  Moments of Honor
  Special Recognitions
  Appointments
  Consecration and Commissioning
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Come visit us in the Exhibit Hall to see our great selection of Bibles and Church 
Resources including this brand-new book from White Wing Publishing House.

CORE VALUES
Prayer, Harvest, 
Leadership Development,
Stewardship, Service

Limited quantities still available of this great book!

100 ASSEMBLIES
 Pictorial History

These five words form the core of our identity as the Church of God of 
Prophecy. This impactful book covers each of these core values, unpacking 
them both biblically and practically. It can be used as a personal study or as 
a group resource. Pick one up today to better understand the heart of our 
movement and the goals of our worldwide church.

Also be sure to visit our vendor booths in  
the Exhibit Hall. They’ve traveled far and wide to serve you!

Cease Fire



Roxanne Corbett is a native of the US Virgin Islands. She earned her Bachelor of Arts in Health Administration 
in 2011. She is a licensed ordained minister in the Church of God of Prophecy and is presently serving as 
the worship pastor for Spring Place Church of God of Prophecy. She and her husband Nathan have five 
daughters and three granddaughters.

ROXANNE CORBETT | WHITE WING MESSENGER EDITORIAL ASSISTANT

WWM  J U LY  202 2      19

Cease Fire

A great feeling of relief swept over me as the nurse 
laid my daughter in my arms. I wept. Not from sadness, 
but because I was overjoyed that she had arrived safely. 
Over the years as I watched her grow, I felt blessed to 
have such a gift. My daughter was sweet, kind, quiet, 
and compliant. It was quite a shock when she told us 
that she was moving out at the age of 18. In my heart, I 
was terribly sad, but she had always made good choices 
and we raised her to know and love the Lord. I felt she 
would be okay. She was old enough to be on her own. 

Over the next several months, our relationship 
became strained. Several issues began to surface. 
What was happening to my child? We were in 
uncharted waters. 

"Children are a gift from the LORD. They are a reward 
from him” (Psalm 127:3 NLT). It is wonderful to watch 
them grow and change. When they are small, they need 
our full attention. We lovingly plant seeds of kindness, 
faith, trust, and other virtues in their hearts, but other 
seeds get planted, also.

Life can plant hurt in their hearts, and these seeds 
grow and produce fruit we did not anticipate. It’s vital to 
plant God’s Word in their hearts. That Word will remain 
and work in them, even if we cannot see it. God stands 
over his Word to perform it.  

We must pray for our children. We cannot ease up 
on our prayers. The enemy seeks every opportunity 
to wound them. Prayer is a protection and a teacher. 
When God intervenes, he intervenes big! God does 
miraculous things for our children as we pray. 

Prayer is a heritage that has been handed down 
in my family. My father, Adrian L. Varlack, Sr., told me 
that my grandmother did not pray without tears. And I 
remember hearing both my father and mother praying. 
It was holy and humble. God can do mighty things 
through praying parents. 

To reconcile means to end the disagreement. It 
means that those who are estranged, those who are 
enemies, suspend their hostility. It’s a cease-fi re. And it 
is God’s way of turning us to him. Christ’s death on the 
cross bridged the gulf between us and our Father. It is 
the ultimate act and demonstration of reconciliation. His 
selfl ess position and sacrifi ce on the cross changed the 
plan for all eternity.   

The Assembly theme, “Reconciling the World to 
Christ,” resonates deeply for me because it reminds me 
of my daughter. Our relationship needs mending, but 
I’m not waiting in my camp for her to return. I am actively 
pursuing what it means to be reconciled. It is easy to look 
at others’ faults and point out what they need to change, 
but it is far better and more applicable if we ask the Holy 
Spirit to change us. Change is hard. It’s messy. It may feel 
like death before we feel the full effect. But it is necessary. 
God has given us, as believers, the task of reconciling 
people to him. All people. Disgruntled people. Mean 
people. Hateful people. Broken people. How do we 
accomplish this? God’s Word gives us the model. 

First, we recognize the gift. This gift of reconciliation 
originates with God. It is not designed and crafted by 
human hands or intellect. God is wholly trustworthy and 
true and comes to us with love and change. We did not 
earn this gift. He has given it to us through Christ. We 
cannot achieve reconciliation without him. 

Second, we are Christ’s ambassadors, and we speak 
for him. We plead with him and for him. He pleads for us. 
The Spirit pleads for us according to God’s will. Pleading 
is a continuous crying out. We don’t just plead with our 
voice, but in worship, in our lifestyle, and in prayer. This 
cry goes up to God. 

Turn to Jesus! It is heavy and rich. It is costly. 
Witnesses throughout the ages know the cost and 
work of pleading for others. They were not deterred by 
circumstances or suffering. Christ fi lls us with his own 
example. “Who then will condemn us? No one—for 
Christ Jesus died for us and was raised to life for us, and 
he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, 
pleading for us” (Romans 8:34 NLT). Amen!

Finally, the message of reconciliation affects the 
messenger. It has affected me, changed me. Christ is my 
everything. It has affected my daughter, and we have 
seen God’s work in opening doors. I know that he who 
promised is faithful. “He is our peace, who has broken 
down every wall. He is our peace. He is our peace.” 
Breaking down the wall means the barrier has been 
removed and we are together. Oh, yes! He is our peace. 
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Children’s Ministries 
Expands Training Offerings
Four New Experiences Launched in 2022

BISHOP SHAUN McKINLEY, PhD | INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

Prayer Stations in Hempstead, New York

Small Group Discussion in Hempstead, New York

International Children's Ministries exist to develop 
leaders who impact kids. This mission is accomplished in 
three ways—by providing quality and accessible training 
experiences and resources, producing relevant resources 
for local church ministry, and cultivating a community for 
support and encouragement.

In the fi rst half of 2022, the ministry has piloted four 
new learning experiences that target ministry leaders at 
various stages of development to enable effective local 
church ministry to children. 
A New Day One-Day Training Intensive

On Saturday, February 19, 2022, International 
Children's Ministries offered "A NEW DAY: Strategies 
for Moving Children's Ministries Forward in the New 
Normal." This One-Day Training Intensive was offered 

in Hempstead, New York, for the fi rst time. This event 
was also the fi rst such organized in-person training held 
for the Northeast Region since the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Given the theme and purpose, 
how fi tting that this one-day would launch in a location 
so signifi cantly impacted by the disease. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted all our 
ministries to children—the way we teach kids, serve 
families, and connect with volunteers has changed. 
While our day's "new normal" has its unique challenges, 
it also positions us to reevaluate our ministries and 
adjust them for more signifi cant infl uence. This one-day 
presents six foundational elements to emerge from 
the diffi culties of the pandemic and serve children 
and families with renewed passion, commitment, and 
effectiveness. 

Hempstead, New York



One participant from the pilot evaluated the training 
saying, "This was an exceptional workshop that inspired 
us with a path forward as we restart our ministry." 
Since its piloted offering, "A New Day" has also been 
presented in Virginia, with future dates scheduled for 
Tennessee, Puerto Rico, and the Heartland Region. 
CM Certifi cation Level II Live and Online

For more than a decade, the Children's Ministries 
certifi cation program has provided more than 8,000 
individuals with competency-based training in ten areas 
of practical ministry. This training, offered in online and 
correspondence formats, leads to an endorsement 
in Children's Ministry and is actively being offered 
worldwide. However, those who completed the program 
asked, "What's next?"

This winter, International Children's Ministries released 
CM Certifi cation Level II, a leadership level of training. The 
program consists of nine elevated modules that cover 
the essentials of leading an effective children's ministry 
while also presenting core teaching on leadership styles, 
principles, and techniques. Children's Ministries initially 
released the training online; however, in response to an 
outcry from national, regional, and state leaders, it has 
expanded to include an in-person option.

April 25–27, 2022, Children's Ministries offered our 
fi rst CM Certifi cation Level II LIVE training in Peru. This 
intense weekend provided in-person instruction on 
all nine certifi cation modules and assessments. By the 
end of the weekend, 64 individuals had completed 
the training and received their Children's Ministry 
Leadership certifi cate. 
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Roanoke, Virginia

Participants in Lima, Peru

Students Making Presentations in Lima, Peru

Graduates of Level II Certifi cation in Lima, Peru



Through an agreement with Accredited Ministry 
Development and Spirit and Life Seminary, students 
completing all Level I certifi cation courses may be 
awarded three credit hours with Spirit and Life Seminary 
(SLS) toward the Seminary's course Essentials of 
Children's Ministry (CM 200). CM 200 is part of the 
Certifi cate in Ministry and Theological Studies program at 
SLS. Students completing all Level II certifi cation courses 
may be awarded three elective credit hours with SLS. 
Eligibility for credit is dependent upon application to and 
acceptance by SLS.
Train the Trainers

May 11–15, 2022, International Children's Ministries 
offered a fourth training event in West Africa in six 
years. Unlike the previous events, this training was by 
invitation only. Individuals who showed promise as 
potential trainers were selected by their respective 
national overseers to be in attendance. The nations of 
Benin, Burkina Faso, Conakry, Cote d'Ivoire, Guinea-
Bissau, Guinea-Conakry, Mali, Niger, and Senegal were 
represented. 

For three days, individuals participated in an intense 
training experience that introduced instructional design 
systems, taught them to conduct needs assessments, 
modeled various training methods when teaching adults, 
and enhanced their skills and presentation techniques. 
Participants were also taught effective training design, 
including using icebreakers, alternatives to lectures, 
and developing quality visual aids. They also identifi ed 

their preferred learning styles, learned the basics of 
a positive learning environment, discussed dynamic 
delivery techniques, and learned how to address 
challenges when training others. This was the fi rst time 
this course of training was ever presented. 

Each trainee presented a ten-minute class to the 
entire group on the fi nal day. They were critiqued 
by the training team and their peers based on seven 
categories of effective training that were presented 
throughout the week. Trainers conducted additional 
seminars on asking good questions, evaluation, and 

22      WWM  J U LY  202 2 W H I T E W I N G M E S S E N G E R . N E T

Receiving Instruction in Abidjan, Ivory Coast

Student Activities

Group Activities

Each Participant Presents a Mini-Training



provided an overview of the steps for transitioning 
training from being driven by the international ministry 
to being organized by their nations. 

At the conclusion of the fi nal day, a spontaneous 
time of prayer and worship erupted. The Holy Spirit 
directed the participants to Isaiah 43:19, "See, I am 
doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and 
streams in the wasteland." 

The goal of this training and the 30-course trainer's 
manual available to those completing it is that they 
will return to their countries and begin confi dently, 
thoughtfully, and skillfully training others. 

In May 2023, a fi nal West Africa Institute of 
Children's Ministry in this series will be conducted 
in Benin. Those trainers who excel at implementing 
training in their areas between this training and then 
will be invited back to serve as trainers for the event. A 
team from International Children's Ministries will join 
as monitors and coaches to these trainers. This fi fth 
institute will serve as the offi cial transition for these 
national ministries to implement local, district, and 
national training throughout their areas. 

The Train the Trainers module will be available soon 
for additional areas and serves as a fourth component 
of the International Children's Ministries training cycle. 

Starting Point Mentoring Cohort
In January 2022, International Children's Ministries 

launched "Starting Point," an initiative to support 
young adults who sense a call or a desire to serve in 
ministries to children. Participants selected for the 
inaugural program were assigned a mentor based 
on their background, calling, or skills. This mentoring 
relationship lasts for the calendar year 2022. Participants 

commit to two monthly meetings, a one-on-one meeting 
of mentees/mentors and a meeting of all mentoring 
groups. In the large gathering, International Children's 
Ministries offers a topic on an area of training for 
discussions, such as children's ministry administration, 
creative teaching, and program planning. The Starting 
Point Initiative will be available for nations, regions, and 
states to replicate in their areas in 2023. 

If you are interested in learning more about these or 
any of our other training programs, please contact the 
International Children’s Ministries Offi ce by emailing 
cgpkids@cogop.org. You may also fi nd additional 
information on our website cogop.org/children.
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22 Certifi ed Trainers from West Africa Nations

Starting Point Participants Discuss Topic Via Zoom



21 thursday (workshops)

12 p.m. (207B)

YM DIRECTORS 
Workshop and 
Luncheon

THINK ABOUT IT 
Steps to Better Mental Health 
for Youth

3:30 p.m. (205B)

WHAT’S NEXT from 
Youth Ministries 
International

3:30 p.m. (207B)

2:00 p.m. (207B)

GROWING YOUNG
Presented by 
ANDY JUNG, 
Fuller Youth Institute

Do you remenber a special moment when you were touched 
by the Holy Spirit or touched through God’s Word? Do you 
know of a generation touched by God’s presence so powerfully 
that it made a mark for years to come?

22 friday
evening

main
stage

Join us Friday night on the main stage for TOUCHED, THE 
IDENTITY OF A YOUNG CHURCH. Journey with us as we look
into:

Youth Ministries today and in the future
Discovering your place (youth) in the Church of God 
of Prophecy
Your identity as Christ-followers in our world!

 saturday
evening (the Omni Hotel Ballroom)
23

For youth ages 12–25

Come discover your identity in 
Jesus and God’s will for life!

¡Sí! ¡Nosotros hablamos español!
The 

.

Join youth from around 
the world, Friday night, 
in the Omni Hotel 
ballroom for
TOUCHED,
Identity of a Young 
Church



Six essential strategies to help 
young people discover and love 
your church

Based on groundbreaking research 
with over 250 leading 
congregations, Fuller Youth 
Institute shares how churches are 
shrinking and aging as more young 
people disengage. 

Growing Young provides 
strategies any church can use to 
involve and retain young people. It 
profiles innovative churches 
engaging 15- to 29-year-olds 
growing spiritually, emotionally, 
missionally, and numerically. 
Packed with ideas, Growing Young 
shows ministry leaders how to 
position their churches to reach 
younger generations in a way that 
breathes life into the whole church.

GROWING YOUNG

Steps to better mental health 
for youth

Statistics say that the largest 
demographic of humanity looking 
for mental health counseling are 
youth ages 12–17. 

From social media platforms 
(self-identity, body image, etc.) to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, youth have 
been forced to cope with bullying, 
isolation, and more. 

Youth Ministry International 
presents a resource for sharing with 
the youth of your fellowship and 
community, steps for better mental 
health.  Topics to be discussed:

THINK ABOUT IT

Choosing the right friends
Developing the right habits
Speaking the right words
Thinking the right thoughts
Living in the moment

WORKSHOPS

Presented by 
ANDY JUNG, 

Fuller Youth Institute

Presented by 
Brandon Holt
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humankind in the Garden of Eden has now been restored. 
We can now walk with God daily as Adam did!
God gave us the ministry of reconciliation.

God’s will is that as many as would believe the gospel 
would be reconciled to him. We have also been called to 
share in the responsibility to reconcile others to God. All 
believers are called to this ministry, not just pastors and 
evangelists. Believers should also be actively working 
to mend broken relationships within the local church. 
Imagine how healthy our local churches would be if we 
mended every broken relationship experienced by all 
members of the church!
God is reconciling the world to himself.

God is actively working to reconcile all people to 
himself through the work of the Holy Spirit through the 
church on earth. God invites us to share in his work of 
reconciliation. All churches must see that their mission is 
not only to fi ll up the pews of the local church building 
but to invite every person who encounters the church to 
be reconciled to God. 
God has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation.

God has commissioned us to go tell the good news 
of reconciliation to those around us. It is not enough to 
simply be committed to the message of reconciliation. We 
must be willing to spread this message wherever we go, 
whenever we can, by any means possible. This call is not a 
choice, it is a commission, one that was inherited when we 
became reconciled with God through salvation.
We must be reconciled to God.

This statement can confuse people sometimes 
because it seems contradictory to already be reconciled 
with God yet be commanded to be reconciled with 
God. However, this sentence is full of so much meaning 
for believers. You see, although we have already been 
reconciled, God continues to reconcile us to himself. For 
believers in holiness like ourselves, it is a reminder that 
we have not been perfected yet, for perfection will be 
attained only when we reach heaven. This command also 
serves as an exhortation to do our part in the relationship. 
Relationships are not one way, but two. We must nurture 
this relationship by communing with God, his Word, and 
his people. 

How beautiful it is that we have been invited 
to partake in the miraculous gift and process of 
reconciliation with God! May we do our part to daily 
engage in the ministry of reconciliation!

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, the new 
is here! All this is from God, who reconciled 
us to himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation: that God was 
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 
not counting people’s sins against them. 
And he has committed to us the message 
of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors, as though God were making 
his appeal through us. We implore you on 
Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God” 
(2 Corinthians 5:17–20).

Have you ever had an argument or incident with 
someone and, as a result, your relationship with that 
person became damaged? Do you recall the pain of 
that division? What did it take to have the relationship 
mended? How did it feel to be reconciled again with 
this person?

In relational terms, reconciliation is the process 
of putting a relationship that has been broken back 
together. For believers, no relationship is more important 
than one’s relationship with God. For unbelievers, this 
relationship is just as important. However, one thing 
stands out. The unbeliever is unaware of how this 
relationship contributes to his or her peace and joy on 
earth and how this relationship will directly determine his 
or her eternal future.

In 2 Corinthians 5:17–20, the term reconciliation
is not only used to talk about humanity’s general 
relationship with God but used to describe a key aspect 
of salvation. This relationship matters above all! Without 
a right relationship with God, there can be no right 
relationship with others, no right relationship with one’s 
environment, and no right perception or right treatment 
of oneself. Romans 3:10 points out, “There is no one who 
is righteous, not even one.” Therefore, reconciliation with 
God matters. 

If reconciliation is crucial, we should develop a 
thorough understanding of this important biblical term. 
Note the aspects of reconciliation in 2 Corinthians 5:17–20.
God reconciled us to himself through Christ.

Our relationship with God the Father was restored 
the moment we repented and accepted Christ as our 
Lord and Savior. The gift of salvation by grace through 
faith became available when Christ sacrifi ced himself 
for us in obedience to the Father. To be reconciled with 
God means that the relationship God established with 

The Beauty of
Biblical Reconciliation

BISHOP MICHAEL HERNANDEZ, DMin | ACCREDITED MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR / SPIRIT AND LIFE SEMINARY PRESIDENT
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RECONCILING THE WORLD TO CHRIST
WORKSHOP SCHEDULE AND LOCATIONS

SESSION TWO OPTIONS  3:30 p.m.–4:45 p.m.

CHURCH ADMINISTRATION AND LEADERSHIP: A SPIRIT AND LIFE 
SEMINARY TASTER COURSE
Bishop Joshua Lynn, M.A., Presenter
Location: 206A

IMPACT OF DEATH AND DYING ON CLERGY WIDOWS
Dr. Sonia Martin, Presenter
Location: 205A

INTRODUCING FOUNDATIONS—MINISTER’S DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Leadership Development and Discipleship Ministries
Kathryn H. Creasy, Presenter
Location: 202  

LAUNCHING OF THE COGOP THEOLOGICAL FORUM
Presented by Accredited Ministries Development
Location: 206B  

MODERN MINISTRY BRANDING AND BEYOND: PRACTICAL TIPS FOR 
IMPROVING YOUR PRESENCE
Jason Williams, Presenter
Location: 207A 

RECONCILIATION AND REUNIFICATION (PART TWO)
Adrian L. Varlack Sr., Presenter
Location: 204  

RETIREMENT OPTION FOR CHURCH EMPLOYEES—403B
Paul Holt and Kelly Miller, Presenters
Location: 203  

SHORT-TERM MISSION TEAMS
Dr. Cathy Payne, Facilitator
Location: 209B  

SPIRIT-CENTERED PRAXIS: RE-IMAGINING MINISTRY FOR PENTECOSTAL 
WOMEN (2 SESSIONS)
Abigail Velázquez and Guests
Location: 209A  

THINK ABOUT IT / STEPS TO BETTER MENTAL HEALTH FOR YOUTH
Brandon Holt, Presenter
Location: 205B  

UNDERSTANDING TODAY’S FAMILIES AND PARENTS
Dr. Shaun McKinley, Presenter
Location: 208A

URBAN MINISTRY: BRINGING THE GOOD NEWS TO OUR CITIES (2 
SESSIONS)
Leadership Development and Discipleship Ministries
Jonathan Olavarria and Guests 
Location: 208B 

WHAT’S NEXT FROM YOUTH MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL 
Kirk Rising, Presenter
Location: 207B

SESSION ONE OPTIONS  2:00 p.m.–3:15 p.m.

BUILD A BIBLE LESSON: A CM CERTIFICATION INTRODUCTORY COURSE
Joy Hensley, Presenter
Location: Convention Center, Level 4

COME AND BE, GO AND DO: MOBILIZING EVERY BELIEVER FOR THE GREAT 
COMMISSION
Shelton Beneby, Presenter
Location: 205A

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP MISSIONS CONVERSATION
Dr. Cathy Payne, Facilitator
Location: 209B

YOUTH DIRECTORS LUNCHEON AND WORKSHOP 
Kirk Rising, Presenter
FOLLOWED BY GROWING YOUNG: 6 COMMITMENTS TO HELPING YOUNG 
PEOPLE DISCOVER AND LOVE YOUR CHURCH AGAIN
Andy Jung, Fuller Youth Institute, Presenter
Location: 207B

HELP ME! CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY AND MINISTRY  
Leadership Development and Discipleship Ministries
Montae Bryant, Presenter
Location: 206A

INTRODUCTION TO SPIRIT AND LIFE SEMINARY
Dr. Michael Hernández, Presenter
Location: 206B

LEADERSHIP LESSONS FOR EVERYONE – INCLUDING YOU!
Dr. William Lamb, Presenter
Location: 208A 

MIRACLES AND MESSAGES: THE IMPACT OF THE WHITE WING MESSENGER
Roxanne Corbett, Presenter
Location: 207A

RECONCILIATION AND REUNIFICATION (PART ONE)
Adrian L. Varlack Sr., Presenter
Location: 204

SPIRIT-CENTERED PRAXIS: RE-IMAGINING MINISTRY FOR PENTECOSTAL 
WOMEN (2 SESSIONS)
Leadership Development and Discipleship Ministries
Abigail Velázquez and Guests
Location: 209A

STUDY IN GENESIS: A SPIRIT AND LIFE SEMINARY TASTER COURSE
Albert Murza, M.Div., Presenter
Location: 205B

TEACHING STEWARDSHIP IN THE LOCAL CHURCH
Paul Holt, Presenter
Location: 203

THE TRANSFORMATIONAL GOSPEL: A PENTECOSTAL PERSPECTIVE
Leadership Development and Discipleship Ministries
Dr. Elias Rodriguez, Presenter
Location: 202
Taught in Spanish with English translation

URBAN MINISTRY: BRINGING THE GOOD NEWS TO OUR CITIES 
(2 SESSIONS)
Leadership Development and Discipleship Ministries
Jonathan Olavarria and Guests 
Location: 208B



Hunter is a credentialed minister in the Church of God of Prophecy and serves as the Executive Assistant of 
North America Ministries at the International Offices.

HUNTER ROBERTS | EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT OF NORTH AMERICA MINISTRIES
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ministering to this group will likely be met with busyness 
and disinterest. A fl exible, calculated effort is essential. 

Have small group meetings or perhaps even a 
special service at an unconventional time or location 
outside the church. Be available to text or even write 
letters. Many young adults love to receive personalized 
letters; phone calls, however, are typically a no-go. Share 
a meal together or offer up free food. Think of the many 
times Jesus modeled this approach!

Study how to adequately answer some of the 
pressing questions of the day in a way they will 
understand. It’s harder than it sounds. The study says 
that 74 percent of millennials do not trust what a pastor 
says. Don’t give them a reason to distrust you. Keep their 
confi dence. Genuinely care for them with no strings 
attached. This simply cannot be overstated.

From my position in the church, I have been 
afforded a unique perspective to see a stirring that has 
been occurring in many states, regions, and nations as 
young pastors, leaders, church planters, evangelists, 
and servants have been saying yes to God’s call. There 
are countless young men and women throughout North 
America and the rest of the world that are operating 
in their divine callings with tenacious, passionate 
servitude. I believe there will be many more to answer 
this call very soon.

If you are a young adult serving in a local church and 
maintaining a biblical worldview, I thank God for you 
and your commitment to him. While you and I make up 
a meager two percent, we certainly are not on our own. 
In addition to God being with us, there are also many 
brothers and sisters in Christ serving as co-laborers 
alongside you as well. I cheer you on! We can and will 
continue to proclaim the truth with a great hope that the 
lost shall be reconciled to Christ, and until all the world 
has had this opportunity to respond to God’s word of 
reconciliation, our job here is not fi nished!

This restoration of the relationship between the 
lost and Christ is not something that will take place 
haphazardly. Intentionality is imperative for relationships; 
therefore, intentionality is also imperative for this ministry 
of reconciliation. While reconciliation needs to take place 
for everyone of all ages, I will specifi cally focus on the 
much-needed ministry of reconciliation focused on young 
adults since this is the age group with which I can identify.

According to a study conducted by the American 
Worldview Inventory, as illustrated in the 2021 Millennial 
Report by Barna and Arizona Christian University, only 
35 percent of 18- to 24-year-olds in the United States 
believe in a sovereign God. Worse, only a staggering 
two percent have a biblical worldview. A biblical 
worldview is, among other things, the belief that the 
Bible is absolute moral truth, salvation is not works-
based, hell is real, and Jesus lived a sinless life. I am a 
23-year-old who falls into that two percent; it can be a 
daunting, lonely reality. 

Furthermore, while these statistics are specifi c to the 
United States, I have found a similar reality to be true in 
many other (but not all) parts of the world where I have 
lived and visited. The simple truth reaffi rmed by these 
studies is that the world’s young adults desperately need 
to be reconciled to Christ. 

Ultimately, we get to decide how we will view 
these fi gures. You may regard the statistics as a 
dreadful defeat, or you may see this situation as a rich 
opportunity. I choose to see a lush, ripe harvest that 
exists just upon the horizon. In the meantime, however, 
I must continue to plant and water, and to you I say, do 
not grow weary in your welldoing, my friend. The Lord of 
the harvest will bring the increase, and if we will pray to 
him, he tells us that he will send the necessary laborers 
(1 Corinthians 3:6; Matthew 9:37, 38; Galatians 6:9)!

How should we use this information? I do not have 
all the answers. In fact, that question is largely rhetorical. 
Nevertheless, I can say any effort you make when 

Reconciling Young Adults to Christ



“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away. Behold, 
the new has come! All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God 
was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 
not counting men’s trespasses against them. 
And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors 
for Christ, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on behalf 
of Christ: Be reconciled to God!” 
(2 Corinthians 5:17–20). 

Scripture will always be the foundation of the mission 
and vision of the Church of God of Prophecy. Scripture 
directs and inspires us in our mission to be the body of 
Christ in this world. This passage in 2 Corinthians and 
others motivated the general overseer and general 
presbyters to distill the Church’s vision into this statement: 
“Reconciling the world to Christ through the power of 
the Holy Spirit.” It is a holy purpose, a calling, a vision that 

must be realized. The theme of the Assembly refers to this 
vision. Why is it so important?

“He [Jesus] was in the world, and the world was 
made by him, and the world knew him not.” It is apparent 
throughout the Scriptures, and we have seen in our 
experience that those separated from God do not recognize 
him even though he moves and lives among them. Fallen 
man will not (and indeed cannot according to 1 Corinthians 
2:14) recognize God. How can the world have a relationship 
with a Christ they do not know, or worse, a Christ about 
whom they have been told false things? 

The unknown must be revealed by the known, the 
invisible must be explained by the visible. “We are his 
hands and feet” is not merely a cliché; actually, we are 
much more than his hands and feet. We are his body. We 
are his knowable, visible presence in this world, portrayed 
to the world. We must show the world who he is and that 
he has a plan. And how can we know who he is? How can 
we know his plan? He has revealed both himself and his 
plan in his Word. 
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MESSAGES
Reconciling the World 

to Christ: The Way

BISHOP BEN FELIZ, DMin | MEXICO, CENTRAL AMERICA,
SPANISH-SPEAKING CARIBBEAN GENERAL PRESBYTER



YES! I want to subscribe to the 
White Wing Messenger. 
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     ❏ One-year subscripti on (Choose Language)
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“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1 NRS). The 
Word “became fl esh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth” (v. 14). This Word, through whom God 
“created the worlds” (Hebrews 1:2; 11:3), is the reconciler. 
For through Jesus, who is this Word, God “reconciled 
us to himself,” and “has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:18). Having entrusted this 
message to us (v. 19), God makes this appeal through us: 
“Be reconciled to God! For our sake he made him to be 
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God” (vv. 20, 21). The reconciling Word, 
through whom “God spoke to our ancestors in many and 
various ways by the prophets, comes to us in these last 
days by a Son” (Hebrews 1:1, 2). This Son was the “heir of 
all things,” “the refl ection of God’s glory,” and “the exact 
imprint of God’s very being,” who “sustains all things by 
his powerful word” (vv. 2, 3). 

Jesus is God; he lives and operates as the Word. To 
speak of Jesus Christ as the Word of God is to name his 
person. He always was the Word, and he was revealed to 
us in his human life; he became fl esh and lived among 
us. That he became fl esh is illustrated not only by the 
fact that he had a body, but by a life full of words, deeds, 
interactions with those around him, and by the events 
which surround and mark his time on earth.¹ Simply 
stated, the Word came to us in a body as a person. 

The Word looks and sounds like Jesus, who fully 
reveals to the world the image of God, the language of 
God. According to the early church father, Athanasius, 
understanding the language of God is a grace bestowed 
on human beings by God through the Word, who is 
Jesus.² Through knowledge of the Word and being 
changed by the Word, we bear his image, our faces shine 
from time spent with him, we refl ect him, and can have his 
mind. When we have his mind, we will speak his words to 
this broken world. 

When the Word is “lifted up,” he draws all people 
to himself (John 12:32), so that reconciliation anywhere, 
between anyone, carries the DNA of the one who has 

reconciled us to God on the cross. We do not move from 
enmity with God to friendship with God in silence, but 
reconciliation is wrought through and by proclaiming the 
powerful and effi cacious words God has spoken.

We must proclaim reconciliation in our lives and in our 
preaching. Telling God’s vision through preaching initiates 
the cause-and-effect relationship. Jesus preached. He “came 
to Galilee, proclaiming” (Mark 1:14). In Christ, preaching 
and reconciliation are intertwined. In theory and in practice, 
preaching and reconciliation exist in partnership with one 
another. They serve and energize one another. There is a 
bond, a reciprocal relationship between preaching and 
reconciliation. Preaching the Word under the anointing of 
the Holy Spirit is a reconciling practice that is crucial to the 
church’s life and mission.

Reconciling the world was the express purpose of 
every paramount act of Christ—his sinless, sacrifi cial life, 
his atoning, redemptive death, and his death-conquering, 
curse-cancelling resurrection—all intrinsic to the 
reconciliation he came to accomplish. If the plan of God 
were to have a title emblazoned across time and eternity, it 
might be this one word: Reconciliation. 

God makes his appeal to the world through us. He 
commands us to proclaim, “Be reconciled to God!” This 
reconciliation we are to preach is no intellectual theory to 
be pondered and dissected in seminaries and theological 
think-tanks. Preaching is a bodily practice for the preacher, 
lived out in his or her words, deeds, and relationships. 

Preaching also has consequences for the body of 
Christ, and for all human bodies. The consequence for 
the body of Christ is that it would be built up and mature, 
reconciled with each other as a beloved community working 
toward one goal: the reconciliation of the world to Christ. 
The consequence for all the world is that “they would be 
turned from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a 
place among those who are sanctifi ed by faith” (Acts 26:18). 
Let us commit to always be reconciling the world to Christ!

1 Geoffrey Wainwright, For Our Salvation: Two Approaches to the Work of Christ (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., 1997), 10.
2 Athanasius, On the Incarnation (Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2002), 28.
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