


Bulgaria
On behalf of the orphanage and poor children of Bulgaria, we express a great 
big thanks for your Christmas donations.

India – MHC
Thank you, leaders and Harvest Partners, for your Christmas gifts for the children.

Thank You for Christmas Celebrations

Uganda
Thank you and may our good Lord continue to bless all our donors.

Rwanda
Thank you to all our donors for helping us to make this a joyous festival 
for the children.

Myanmar
Thank you for sending Christmas gifts for our orphans.

Mali
The Mali team thanks you and wishes you a very happy New Year 2022.

Indonesia
Thank you wholeheartedly for your generosity, especially for the 
Indonesia orphanages.
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COLUMNS

WE BELIEVE in the Holy Trinity—one God, 
eternally existi ng in Three Persons: Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one God, the Father, creator of 
heaven and earth, of all things seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begott en of the Father. 
All things were made through Him and for Him. 
He is true God and true man. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and was born of 
the virgin, Mary. He suff ered, died, was buried, 
and on the third day He rose from the dead. He 
ascended to the right hand of the Father, and He 
will return to judge the living and the dead. His 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver 
of life, who eternally proceeds from the Father. 
He is Teacher, Comforter, Helper, and Giver 
of spiritual gift s.  Through Him the saving and 
sancti fying works of Jesus Christ are applied 
to the life of believers. He is the empowering 
presence of God in the life of the Christi an and 
the church. The Father has sent His Son to bapti ze 
with the Holy Spirit.  Speaking in tongues and 
bearing the fruit of the Spirit are New Testament 
signs of being fi lled with the Holy Spirit. 

We believe that salvati on is by grace through 
faith in the sacrifi cial death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross and that He died in our place. The believer’s 
sins are forgiven by the shedding of His blood. 
We believe that healing of mind, body, soul, and 
spirit is available to the believer through the 
blood of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy 
Spirit. We believe in one bapti sm in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

We believe that the grace of God brings forgiveness 
and reconciliati on to those who repent, as well as 
transformati on in holiness, enabling them to live a 
Christ-like life. Sancti fi cati on is both a defi nite work 
of grace and a lifelong process of change in the 
believer brought by the blood of Jesus, the Word 
of God, and the enabling power of the Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one holy, universal church, 
composed of all true believers in Jesus Christ, 
off ering fellowship and calling for service to 
men and women of all races, nati ons, cultures,  
and languages. We believe in the spiritual and 
ulti mate visible unity of the church. 

We believe that the Bible—both Old and New 
Testaments—is the inspired Word of God. The 
Bible is God’s revelati on of Himself and His 
will to humankind, suffi  cient for instructi on in 
salvati on and daily Christi an living. The Bible is 
the Christi an’s rule of faith and practi ce. 

We believe that God will ulti mately reconcile all 
things in heaven and earth in Christ. Therefore, 
we look forward to new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells.
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there is one chapter of dead stop! And without that 
waiting and seeking him, there would have been no 
Pentecost, no ministry, and no Book of Acts. There are 
seasons when the people of God must stop and seek 
deliberately to put him fi rst, to give him our time and 
attention, to seek his mind and his empowering before 
we proceed with other activities.

We talk about desiring to see the Church return to 
the Book of Acts with the outpouring of Pentecost, but 
I believe we must go further than that and return and 
revive the ministry demonstrated in the life of Jesus in the 
Gospel accounts. We must seek to become like him if we 
are to fulfi ll our commission today. 

Jesus did not merely say to people, “I love you,” but 
he sacrifi ced himself upon the cross to show that love. 
He did not merely say to people in need, “I’m concerned 
about you,” but he looked for ways to minister to their 
needs. He broke with tradition, he was criticized and 
falsely accused, but he said, “It is not the whole that 
need the physician, but they who are sick. It is not the 
ninety and nine, but the one that is lost, and I am come 
to do the will of him that sent me.” 

In Luke 4:18, Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me because he hath anointed me to preach 
the Gospel to the poor, he hath sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that 
are bruised to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” 
And that is what he did. Do we have any greater mission 
than this? Is there anything more important in our ministry 
than this? 

Jesus did not wait for people to come to the temple 
so he could minister to them, but he went to the people 
and met them where they were and at the level of their 
need. Some of the people would have never come to the 
temple, and even if they had, they would not have been 
accepted by the “temple crowd” nor would they have 
been allowed in the Holy Place. But Jesus came to save 
the lost; he came to break down the walls of partition. Is 
our mission not the same today?

  

The Assembly is coming in a few months, and I am 
excited. Our Assemblies are powerful times in God’s 
presence. We hear a fresh word from God through each 
sermon and anointed song. We worship, giving God 
the highest praise. We experience freedom in the Spirit, 
and many experience salvation and cleansing. Many 
are baptized in the Holy Ghost. People leave a different 
person than when they came. I can tell you it is my 
intention, and I believe the intention of our leadership 
team from around the world, to continue to promote and 
push forward with the core values that have been already 
established: prayer, harvest, leadership development, 
biblical stewardship, and service. But I want to present 
to you today a new, an old, a revolutionary, a biblical, 
mind-boggling idea for building the Church, for reaching 
the harvest. This White Wing Messenger issue is global 
missions oriented. We are a missions Church. I am going 
to reintroduce you to a missions plan that has been tried 
and proven. It will work. It is simple, and anyone can do it. 
It is this: Model Jesus Christ and put him fi rst!

The Scriptures cry out to us. They say that at the top, 
at the center, in the front, and underneath everything is 
Christ. He is not second choice; he is our only choice. 
He said, “Without me, you can do nothing.” The most 
exciting journey that we could ever embark on is to 
seek to keep adjusting and readjusting to Christ and his 
fi rstness. Before anything else, we must learn Christ. The 
New Testament does not start in Acts. Until you go back 
and read Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, listen to Jesus’ 
teaching, modeling, mentoring, and discipling, you won’t 
know how to act.

It is not that we are not busy working for the Lord. 
We may be working more than we ever worked before, 
preaching more, visiting more, but the question is, what 
are we accomplishing? After Christ’s ascension, there 
was a period of some ten days that the new church 
Jesus had established came together, not one person 
was healed, not one sermon was preached, and not one 
lesson was taught. They had something else to do, and 
that was to wait on God until they were empowered 
from on high and had his direction. The Book of Acts 
has 28 chapters, but only 27 are “action” chapters. First, 

Bishop Sam N. Clements
General Overseer 

Jesus Be the Center
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Prayer Points: March 2022   Contributor: Bishop Shaun McKinley, Phd
PRAYING FOR OUR MISSIONARIES

Second Peter 3:9 reminds us that God is not willing that 
any should perish. His plan is for those who have already 
experienced his salvation to share the Gospel message with 
others around them. While he could have deployed any 
strategy, he primarily chose for his people to be the ones to 
tell the good news to others.
In Acts 1:8, we see Christ directing his people to tarry in 
Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit came. After they were fi lled with 
the Holy Spirit, their fi rst action was to spread out throughout 
the area to share what they had experienced. They responded 
to Christ’s command in Matthew 28:19, 20 to “go and make 
disciples,” empowered by the Holy Spirit. As a result, the 
kingdom grew, and new churches were established. 
Paul writes, in Romans 10, that the Gospel must be preached, 
but he also asks, “Who will send them?” The church, 
corporately and individually, have a responsibility to support 
those who “go” and share the Gospel. While many think of 
fi nancial giving as the primary way we support our missionary 
brothers and sisters, we must also support them through our 
fervent prayers. 
Prayer Directives 

• Pray for open doors for the Gospel to be 
shared and for churches to be established. 
These doors include invitations to present the 
Gospel personally, for divine partnerships in 
ministry, and for favor with governments and 
communities. Pray that missionaries will be led 
by the Holy Spirit and discern these open doors 
(Colossians 4:2, 3).

• Pray that God’s Word will spread and for the 
removal of barriers as missionaries share 
the Gospel. These barriers include personal 
hardness to the Gospel, cultural challenges, and 
language barriers (2 Thessalonians 3:1).

• Pray for boldness to share the Gospel—
overcoming fear, embarrassment, and 
intimidation (Ephesians 6:19).

• Pray for strength to withstand the attacks of the 
enemy (Ephesians 6:10–18).

• Pray that people will resist the enemy’s plans to 
obstruct the work of missionaries (James 4:7).

• Pray for the protection of our missionary leaders 
(2 Thessalonians 3:2).

• Pray for effective, fruitful ministry—now and in 
future generations (John 15:5). 

• Pray for the safety, emotional health, and 
provision of missionaries (Mark 16:15; Matthew 
11:28–30).

Download this prayer guide as a bulletin insert, access prayer 
guides on additional topics, or fi nd resources for your local 
church prayer ministry online at www.COGOPprays.org. Let us 
know you are praying with us by using #COGOPprays on social 
media to share your requests, inspirations, and praise reports. 

ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTOR:
Shaun McKinley serves as international director of Children’s Ministries, administrative 
liaison to the general overseer, and prayer coordinator for the Church of God of Prophecy 
International Offi ces in Cleveland, Tennessee. He and his wife, Stephanie, serve as preschool 
teachers at the Peerless Road Church, also in Cleveland. Shaun is a graduate of Bryan 
College having earned a Master of Business Administration in Marketing from Bryan 
College and is a licensed bishop with the Church of God of Prophecy. He was awarded a 
Ph.D. in Religion and Leadership Studies by the University of the Cumberlands.

Bishop Sam N. Clements
General Overseer 

Jesus Be the Center
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This sense of solitude in prayer is one of the most 
crucial lessons we learn from the life and ministry of 
Jesus. He was often found in the presence of his Father 
praying through the night in solitude. 

When Jesus began his ministry, he was driven 
alone into the wilderness. Often before and/or after the 
miraculous, we fi nd him in prayer with his Father. When 
he came walking on the water toward the disciples in 
the storm, he had been in prayer on the mountain in the 
presence of his Father.

We are genuine when we are alone in the presence 
of God. We don’t have to pretend to be what we hope 
others believe about us; we can freely be who we are. 
And we have the privilege to be with who HE is! 

How precious this place of intimacy where we can 
cry as Jesus did, Abba, Father. This simple expression 
from an Aramaic word that would have been a baby’s 
fi rst babblings to his dad—Papa. 

The psalmist identifi es this intimacy as a secret 
place of the Most High (Psalm 91:1) It is a found intimate 
fellowship with God. A place where we speak what is in 
our hearts and hear clearly to understand the word Abba 
is forming in our lives and our service of ministry. 

When we are in this secret place of his presence, in 
intimate fellowship with God, we can confi dently ask for 
the unimaginable, the impossible: “You can do anything 
and everything, remove this cup from me.” What? This 
cup was the very pinnacle he was sent to complete. 
He was heavy, exceedingly sorrowful. Luke adds that 
his sweat became as drops of blood (Luke 22:44). 
Persevering prayer—you can do anything—is it possible 
for another way?

In preparation every year for March Mission 
emphasis for Global Missions Ministries, I seek ways 
in which I can better serve the Lord where he has 
positioned me and become a better servant to those 
who serve in missions ministries. For weeks, I have been 
working with this thought of Persevering Prayer—prayer 
that is in every sense the work of missions. 

Perseverance is defi ned as doing something despite 
diffi culty or delay in achieving success. Some synonyms 
include persistence, tenacity, determination, resolve, 
purposefulness, endurance, dedication, commitment, etc. 

In the passage found in Mark 14:32–42, the setting 
prepares us for what is coming. Jesus leads his disciples 
to a familiar place where they have often gathered and 
prepared for ministry. This place is Gethsemane—the 
name of an olive-yard press at the foot of the Mount of 
Olives. In the Hebrew language, the name comes from 
two words: gat (a place for pressing) and Shemanim (oil—
which often indicates anointing in the Bible). 

In this passage, Gethsemane becomes the place for 
pressing and persevering prayer, a time of agony before 
arrest, beating, and crucifi xion. And in this encounter, we 
learn some dynamics of persevering prayer. 

When we are deeply distressed and troubled, our 
soul overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death, we 
often want to host a prayer meeting with some of the 
most excellent prayer warriors to be found. While Jesus 
took his disciples with him, he left them behind where 
he could move to solitude, fall on the ground, and cry to 
Abba, Father. 

Persevering Prayer
The Work of Missions
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Persevering prayer makes room to ask for the 
impossible! Blind Bartimaeus, sitting on the side of the 
road at the gate of Jericho, and a blind beggar calls for 
the attention of the very Son of God, Jesus, Son of David. 
By calling him by his messianic name, he was indicating, 
“I know who you are! You are the prophetic One—the 
Messiah!” He boldly and confi dently recognizes him and 
asks what he has been told is the impossible. 

As we persevere in prayer, we can confi dently ask of 
the Lord. We can trust him with our own vulnerability as 
we make our very requests known before our God.

In the intensity of persevering prayer—the kind 
where sweat becomes blood—we must never allow 
disappointment of our expectations to become a 
distraction. 

Jesus understood what he was about to endure. 
Betrayal by Judas, denial by Peter, loss of support from 
all as they ALL would fl ee from him. The severity of the 
treatment of his body—stripped, scourged, humiliated, 
ridiculed, crucifi ed with no one except his mother, a few 
faithful women, and fi nally John at the cross. The Father’s 
turned away face as he bore our sin. He looked to his 
most faithful in that moment of prayer in Gethsemane. 
Tarry with me. Pray with me. Strive with me. Each time he 
returned, they were asleep.

I am challenged by the passage in Daniel chapter 
10. Time is moving forward, and Daniel is seeking 
understanding. He does not see what he reads 
concerning the promises of God. He prays day after day 
with no seeming answer from the Lord. Seven days turns 
into 10 days, 14 days, 19 days—where is God? “Then said 
he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the fi rst day that 
thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten 
thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am 
come for thy words” (Daniel 10:12). There is a tenacity in 
persevering prayer; it is resolute. 

Sometimes God chooses to display power in a way 
we would not like him to. You know, the disciples didn’t 
like it when Jesus spoke about his death, but that was 

how he had planned to display his power. Jesus said, 
“Glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee” 
(John 17:1).

Dealing with my sister’s death recently, we would have 
chosen another way. We had hoped the bypass would 
work and she would not have needed the severe medical 
treatment. We were hoping she would thrive in physical 
therapy. God displays his power and his faithfulness in 
another way. We had hoped that she would live—of course, 
she is more alive today than she has ever been before. 
In our God, there is hope. Never allow disappointment 
in your expectations to distract you. Rather, through 
persevering prayer, we submit to the Lord’s purpose.

Persevering prayer is only successful when the 
conclusion leads to complete submission to God’s better 
plan—not my will, but thine be done. This narrative would 
have resonated with those from Mark’s audience. They, 
too, were suffering persecution and were threatened with 
death. They, too, would no doubt have felt abandoned 
by friends, family, and even God. The message is clear: 
if Jesus can submit and trust in Abba, his grace will keep 
us. We sing the song, "Through many dangers, toils and 
snares, I have already come. 'Tis grace that brought me 
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home."

Even as Jesus asks his Father if the cup can be 
removed, he submits to the Father’s plan and will. He 
overcame. He obeyed. And he did it for us. He did 
what we couldn’t do. On the cross, Jesus covered all 
our failures. So, while we always TRY to follow, and TRY 
to be obedient, and TRY to love him with all our heart, 
soul, mind, and strength, we sometimes still fail. But 
when we do, remember, perseverance to fi nd and obey 
God’s plan doesn’t depend on our failures. It depends 
on Jesus’ success. 

Some of us are seeking. We are seeking needed 
solitude with Abba Father. Some of us are seeking so 
that we can confi dently ask for the unimaginable, the 
impossible. Some of us are seeking to move beyond the 
distractions of disappointment. Some of us are seeking a 
place of persevering prayer to enable us to offer complete 
submission to God’s better plan.

He was often found 
in the presence of his 

Father praying through 
the night in solitude. 



night. One night while they were having fellowship, a 
neighbor reported them to the police. And soon after, 12 
policemen came and took my father and other leaders to 
jail. The prison authorities asked my dad to choose either 
Jesus or prison. My father remembered the Lord who 
had healed my mother and said, “I can't leave my Jesus 
under any circumstances.” Later, they tortured him with 
beatings and spiting, and he served six years for going to 
the prayer meeting. 

At that time, the village had about 150 houses. There 
was only one stream of public water, but we were not 
allowed to get water. We were completely deprived. 
Once or twice a year, for a festival a buffalo would be 

slaughtered and given to the 
villagers; however, they would 
not allow Christians to have 
any meat. Meat was cooked 
in the house of all the other 
neighbors whereas in our 
house we had potatoes and 
vegetables only. We children 
cried because we didn't get 
any meat. One day, about a 

hundred villagers were coming with knives, spades, and 
swords to kill my parents. My father and mother went 
to their inner room and began to pray with the God of 
heaven while raising their hands. Amazingly, when the 
villagers arrived in the courtyard near our house, they 
started beating themselves and fi ghting. Then the faith of 
God in my father and mother increased. 

When my father was in prison for the sake of the 
Lord, my mother alone had to look after four children. 
She could not feed or send us to school. Our family was 
going through a very delicate and miserable condition. 
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My name is Pastor Gopal Lama. I was born into a 
Buddhist family in the central hilly region of Nepal on 
December 25, 1977. My grandfather was a witchdoctor 
of Buddhism. He used to practice shamanism. We 
lived in a small hut by the forest, and we were called 
Sukumbasi ( land-less people). My father and mother had 
no professional jobs. For survival, my mother used to sell 
local alcohol and junk in the market while my father made 
things like baskets from bamboo to sell.

One day in 1982, my mother suddenly became ill. 
We went many times to the Buddhists priests and witch 
doctors who had big names. Lots of pigeons, chickens, 
eggs, and goats were sacrifi ced, and it took most of our 
money but there was 
no progression on 
her health. My father 
took her to many large 
hospitals in Nepal and 
showed her to the 
doctors. My mother only 
grew worse. The money 
was almost gone, and we 
lost our little property. 
She was sick for a whole year and was about to die. In the 
meantime, some Christians came giving out Gospel tracts 
to our village. They also came and prayed for my mother. 
There was an amazing miracle, and she was healed that 
night. The next day, my father and mother personally 
received the Lord Jesus as their Lord and Savior, and a 
month later they were baptized in water. 

At that time, the king of Nepal Birendra did not allow 
Christian gatherings to be done openly. The Gospel 
was not allowed to be preached. My father, mother, and 
some Christians would meet secretly in the middle of the 

I wanted to serve the 
congregation established by 
my father in the mountains 
and remote districts of Nepal.

Gopal's family

OVERSEER SPOTLIGHT: GOPAL LAMA



But my mother and father were constantly praying for 
their four sons and daughters. At that time, a pastor came 
from another village; after seeing the condition of our 
family, the pastor took two of my sisters to educate them 
in a Christian orphanage in the eastern district of Nepal. 
I started crying with the insistence of going to the place 
where my two sisters were taken. At that time, I was only 
fi ve years old. In fact, the reason behind wanting to go 
was not for the school, but because I could eat meat. 
Exactly one month later, I and my brother were also taken 
there. While there, I gradually learned more about the 
Lord. In 1992, I personally received the Lord and took 
water baptism. After I was baptized in water, from that 
day on I prayed to study in a Bible college and serve the 
Lord. I wanted to serve the congregation established by 
my father in the mountains and remote districts of Nepal.

The Lord heard my prayers and supplications. I had 
the opportunity to go to study in a Bible college in India 
from 1996–1999. I returned to Nepal after studying and 
from that time till now, I have been doing ministry. I have 
traveled many times with hunger and fatigue. I have slept 
by the river, under trees, and with a stone for my pillow 
while going for evangelism. Many times, walking through 
the forest and walking through the night, with no light, 
I have heard the voices of the tiger. I used to take the 
journey forward with heartfelt prayers. 

According to Nepal customs, the eldest son of 
the house had to support his father. There were big 
responsibilities upon me as the oldest son of the family. 
Most of my friends went abroad and earned more money 
and built houses and added to their lands. But we had 
nothing in the name of the properties. Moreover, we 
were staying in a rented house. However, we never gave 
up and we didn’t become discouraged. Father and I had 
the same purpose and prayer that we were determined 
to move forward by serving the Lord in every situation. 

My father and mother have not had but a little Bible 
training. So my father prayed to the Lord like this: “We 
haven't read much, we can't preach as well as others. So 
just like you healed my wife, give us the gift of the healing 
power in the same way.” So he moved forward, especially 
to the hilly and mountainous regions, and to many kinds 
of sick people. He established more than 60 churches. 
He has baptized thousands of people for the Lord. The 
Lord gave my father and mother the gift of healing. Even 
now, from far away, unbelievers and believers from other 
churches and organizations, pastors and elders, also come 
to our father and mother for prayer.

My parents are now 70 and 73. We do not have a 
house to live in, but our main responsibility and prayer is 
to build a building, and kingdom of God, that serves the 
beloved believers of the Lord, and we are dedicated to it.

My father and mother have been approached during 
their 40 years of service by many directors of other 
organizations to serve with them. But my father and 
mother were praying and looking for a spiritual fellowship. 
We felt the Lord leading us to the Church of God of 
Prophecy. Now with COGOP’s help and your support 
through mission giving, people have heard the Gospel 
in remote corners of this nation. We believe it is a living 
and steadfast church, and that is why my family and we 
congregations are grateful to you and we are indebted to 
you for your support. Maybe we can never repay that debt, 
but we are constantly bowing and praying for you until the 
second coming of the Lord.

I would like to thank the Lord very much for giving me 
the opportunity to serve the Lord Jesus by picking me up 
from the dust and using a useless person like me to serve 
the Lord Jesus. Thank you, Bishop Tim, for giving me this 
golden chance to write my life testimony. Thank you very 
much to all of you.

Gopal Lama is the national overseer for Nepal. His last name identifies that his ancestry is of the priestly 
clan in his culture. Gopal travels among the mountain people and into remote villages sharing the gospel, 
encouraging believers, and planting churches. 

GOPAL LAMA | GLOBAL MISSIONS MINISTRIES COORDINATOR 

Gopal's parents Younger Gopal speaking



W W W . W H I T E W I N G M E S S E N G E R . N E T10      WWM  M A RCH  202 2

Throughout the Christian era, the church has often 
continued to misplace enormous value on things that 
will perish while failing to treasure the riches of God in 
the orphan, widow, and stranger among us.

However, I am thankful that throughout Asia, 
Australia, and Oceania the COGOP has leaders 
that carry a great burden for reaching out to the 
disadvantaged, ministering to children, orphanages, 
widows, and poor. They have used the money sent to 
them through the mission department to share food, 
oil, and other necessities with those around them. 
Many of our godly leaders have fearlessly ministered 
to others and those around them, sharing with them 
the blessing they have received from our international 
offi ces. Because of the faithful giving of our members, 
pastors, and churches, they have “run into the plague” 
with genuine acts of kindness. In doing so, they have 
preached the gospel in new and effective ways. 

May God richly bless all who have continued 
to give sacrifi cially to missions during this diffi cult 
time. Following are a few pictures that provide some 
examples of the ministry work that continues despite 
the pandemic.

In the Gospel of Luke 21:1–6, the evangelist puts 
two events back to back, which demonstrates a great 
difference in what people admire as opposed to what 
God values. Both stories take place within the temple 
complex and involve riches and poverty. In the fi rst four 
verses, Jesus’ attention is drawn to that of a widow who 
lived in extreme poverty when she casts all that she has 
into the treasury in contrast to what the rich were giving. 
Jesus notes that while they gave from their abundance, 
she gave out of her poverty. Her giving refl ected a great 
love for God and a trust that he would take care of her.

The second incident occurs in verses fi ve and six as 
Jesus and his disciples are exiting the temple complex. 
The disciples called attention to the grandeur of the 
temple, its stones, and how it was ornately adorned. 
Jesus showed no remorse when he simply declared that 
it would all be torn down and destroyed.

Jesus was captivated by the poorest of the poor 
while the disciples were enamored with the enormous 
size, beauty, and the architecture of the temple complex. 

Asia, Australia, & Oceania
BISHOP TIM MCCALEB, DMIN | GENERAL PRESBYTER

Bishop Lama distributed food, coats, and encouragement to a 
number of people during this past Christmas including to this 
widow. He wrote, “Yes, we as Christians should celebrate Christmas, 
but Christmas will not be meaningful if we do not remember the 
poor, miserable, orphans, and widows as the Bible says in 
Matthew 25:42-45."

Six candidates for baptism in Nepal on Christmas day

Gopal Lama is sharing the Christmas message of hope at a 
large gathering in one of our churches.



This past November, the overseer of India, Bishop Joshua Wijonamai, planned a training conference for the district overseers. In the picture below, 
several of them are being welcomed to Nagaland, India.

A large youth conference being conducted in Goilera, West Singhbhum, 
India under the leadership of district overseer Bishop Arun Tirkey. This 
region is really on the move.

The children of the orphanage in Nagaland on an outing for a Christmas 
celebration. This is a rare occurrence, and they were so excited. 

Bishop Fasa Zendrato, overseer of Indonesia, 
has been very busy among our 200+ churches 
in this Islamic nation. Here he is preaching to 
one of our congregations. 

Even though Myanmar has had a political upheaval 
with the military taking over the country and killing 
many people in the streets, our work continues 
to thrive under the leadership of Bishop Chin Kai 
Mon. He regular preaches and takes the Gospel to 
unreached people groups. 

A young girl is given some Christian literature and 
the Gospel is being shared with her.

The youth in Myanmar recently organized a day of 
handing out Gospel tracts to a non-Christian village.
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One of my favorite Scripture verses is found in 2 
Corinthians 4:9: "Persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 
down, but not destroyed." 

The pandemic has defi nitely hit South America 
very hard. We have continued to lose ministers and 
ministers' wives as well as members to COVID. Even 
in these diffi culties, the Church has not stopped 
moving forward fulfi lling our responsibility of the Great 
Commission. 

Our greatest concern during this pandemic is that 
people are dying without the salvation that has been 
provided through the gospel of Christ. Even though we 
serve with restrictions in diffi cult days, we are resolute. 
In the nation of Venezuela alone, we have witnessed 
the Lord at work among us as he has added more than 
2,000 new members in the last two years! We realize 
there is so much more to do; therefore, the Church 
continues to move forward in South America. Please 
keep us in your prayers.  

GOOD NEWS IN IDP PARAGUAY
The year 2021 was a time of great blessing for the 

Church of God of Prophecy in Paraguay. Despite the 
limitations due to the pandemic, with the help of the 
Holy Spirit we organized two new churches in the city 
of Capiatá during November and December. The fi rst 
church is in Pasos de Oro and was organized with 33 
members. The second church is in Thompson and was 
organized with 27 members. We are thankful for the 
wonderful opportunities we have to minster in these 
two new communities.

INTEGRAL EDUCATIONAL CENTER IN 
PARAGUAY  

We are also entering a ministry with the Juvenile 
Detention Center called “Centro Educativo Integral” in 
which the director of that institution accepted Christ as 
his Lord and Savior. He has provided the possibility in 
which a Church of God of Prophecy can be organized at 
the center in the future. We continue working to extend 
the kingdom of God by planting new churches. Look for 
more good news from Paraguay.  

—Bishop Ricardo Hinsbis, National Overseer

South America
BISHOP GABRIEL VIDAL | GENERAL PRESBYTER 



TRANSITIONS OF NATIONAL BISHOPS IN 
SOUTH AMERICA
Colombia

On Saturday, December 4, 2021, in a meeting 
scheduled in conjunction with the Ministry of Bogota 
and nearby cities, Bishop David Ramon Ceballos and his 
wife Pastor Elsa Montenegro received the new national 
bishop of Colombia, Bishop Juan Carlos Correa and his 
family. The following day, Sunday, December 5, Bishop 
Ceballos also handed over the local church in Ramajal 
where the overseer and his family were also appointed 
as pastor. Bishop Ceballos has been overseeing the 
Republic of Colombia for about eight years.

We rejoiced to have been able to install the new 
national bishop of Colombia. The pandemic and other 
legal issues had prevented this transition for a season, 
but we are grateful to the Lord for helping us achieve 
this during December 2021. Bishop Correa is a native 
of Chile while Bishop Ceballos is returning to his home 
church in Argentina.

Argentina
Also, during the month of December and after a 

year and a half, we were able to make the transition of 
Bishop David Ramon Ceballos, our new national bishop 
for Argentina, during the national ministerial convention. 

God was exalted, as he always will be! The 
inauguration of the new national took place between 
December 10–12, 2021. As any transition should be, 
the event was marked by an excellent spirit and perfect 
harmony and cooperation among all the bishops, 
pastors, and leaders who were present. 

After 29 years of oversight, Bishop Francisco Lopez 
Paz stepped down from offi ce and, in an emotional 
inauguration ceremony on the morning of the 12th, gave 
way to Bishop David Ceballos. The service was attended 
by approximately 700 people. The families of both the 
former and new overseers received thanks and prayers 
for the new stage of work. Therefore, let us pray that 
the Lord will give us a leadership capable of taking the 
nation to a new level with the help of the Holy Spirit.

We are also grateful for the work of many years of 
service and ministry of Bishop Francisco Lopez Paz, who 
stepped out of the national bishop’s offi ce of Argentina 
and who will continue working with the South American 
ministry as Continental Director of Education. 

Paraguay Educational Center



Africa

Zambia
Greetings to you in the blessed name of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. We believe and trust that all is well 
with you. First and foremost, we wish to thank you most 
sincerely for your prayers and support. Indeed, without 
you, our work would be very diffi cult. You may wish to 
know that Zambia is one of the countries in Southern 
Africa which was badly affected by COVID-19. A lot of 
lives were lost. However, I am glad to report to you that 
despite the COVID-19 pandemic, by his grace souls have 
continued to be saved and four churches were organized. 

PRAYER REQUEST: The greatest challenge we have, 
at the moment, is the completion of our Church's National 
Headquarters, which when completed will house a 
conference hall, leadership development training school, 
and administrative offi ces. The remaining work and funds 
needed to complete the building is about $8,000. The 
COGOP has been in Zambia for 45 years now, and it’s 

important to have a functional national property for 
administrative convenience. Please continue to partner 
with us. May God Almighty continue to bless you 
abundantly for his glory.

—Alfred Kanjuye
Zambia National Overseer

Gambia
In a season marked by uncertainty and fear 

from the unfamiliar and unprecedented challenges 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, God continues to be 
Emmanuel—God is with us. God’s presence with us in 
all circumstances is a source of encouragement and 
sustenance. We have celebrated “Anointing and the 
Holy Communion service,” and my family gave lunch to 
the church to show appreciation for their prayers and 
standing with the church while I was away.

Thank you for your generous giving and 
encouragement. Your donations have been very 
helpful to the ongoing church building project and 
our commitments to helping the poor and spreading 
the Good News here in the Gambia. We express our 
profound gratitude to our Harvest Partner churches and 
other donors for responding to our fund-raising appeal 
toward the ongoing second phase building project. Our 
God is still faithfully faithful. 

We are excited to report that we have received 
funding to complete the roofi ng and other projects 
including ongoing plumbing work and laying the water 
pipes for the kitchens and toilets.

BISHOP JAMES KOLAWOLE | ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Zambia Church
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When complete, this one-story edifi ce will 
accommodate the children’s hall, both national and 
local church offi ces, toilets, and the parsonage for the 
national overseer. 

The nation of Gambia is less than eight percent 
Christian. This one factor has provided challenges for 
Christian churches to survive. Acquiring properties is 
very diffi cult as the other religious communities would 
not want to lease or sell their properties to Christians. 
But the God of the Church of God of Prophecy is still 
working and winning souls to his kingdom: “And the 
Lord added to the church daily such as should be 
saved” (Acts 2:47). 

Buying and building on this property has been a 
miracle. Though we are new, as we keep building the 
ministry in Gambia, the Lord is rewarding us awesomely 
with new members. Please keep us in your prayers as 
we move on to the next stage of the building project 
and work in partnership to propagate God’s kingdom 
in this part of the world. Thank you once again for your 
support and encouragement. God bless you! I am 
sincerely yours in the Lord.

—Chris Uti 
Gambia National Overseer

Nigeria: Freedom Gate Tabernacle Report
“I will praise the name of God with song and magnify 

Him with thanksgiving” (Psalm 69:30). We give praise to 
God for his unfailing love towards us in Nigeria. He has 
opened doors of favor to us, ever since we commenced 
the construction of the National Convention Centre in 
Lagos Nigeria.

We had this vision more than 15 years ago to build 
a 1,200-capacity auditorium that will house our Africa 
and national leadership conference, national children 
and youth programs, and our national convention. We 
started with barely nothing, but with our commitment, and 
support from both national and international families of 
Church of God of Prophecy, we have been able to get to 
this stage.  

We want to especially appreciate our international 
donors, Harvest Partners; we also want to thank the 
international staff of the Church of God of Prophecy, most 
especially Bishop Sam Clements, our General Presbyter 
for their support towards the completion of the building 
which will hopefully be dedicated by April 2022.

—Bishop James Kolawole 
Nigeria National Overseer

Ghana: Projects and Activities
Under the leadership of Bishop Kolawole, the church 

in Ghana has been able to organize ministry activities and 
street evangelisms in the various branches. The Youth 
Ministry in Tuba branch organized a street evangelism 
program last year in November 2021. Part of the program 
included a Street Float in the community and sporting 
activities on the church compound. Other branches in the 
church, including the Nyanyano branch, Kasoa branch, 
and the Chineto branch also had their various church 

Continued on p. 31
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The following is an excerpt from a letter that was 
shared with North America pastors during Clergy 
Appreciation Month, October 2021:

“I’m extending my hand to you today . . . not to 
ask anything of you, but simply to offer a heartfelt pat 
on the back as a gesture of love and appreciation to 
you (and your family) for your service to Christ and the 
church. 

“The past couple of years have been challenging 
to say the least, but we have weathered the storm 
in large part because of pastors like you who have 
refused to give up, give in, or give out. I have been 
shouting it from the mountaintop both publicly and 
privately that pastors have been our heroes throughout 
the pandemic. You have been the glue that has held 
us together on the front lines of ministry, working 
tirelessly to serve the needs of our congregations and 
communities throughout North America.

“Pastors today will continue to face challenges 
long after the pandemic subsides. Gross darkness, 
as described by the prophet Isaiah, is covering 
North America from our largest cities to our smallest 
communities. Ministering in such an environment 
will call on our pastors to be at their best physically, 
spiritually, and mentally, so take heed to yourself and 
do those things that will enhance the well-being of 
your body, soul, and mind.”

As an advocate for pastors, I am asking you, the 
reader, to be an encourager, pray for our pastors, and 
serve together with them on the frontlines of ministry. 

During these challenging times, we are continuing 
to see the thumbprint of God’s faithfulness. Many 

have anchored their faith in Jesus and are continuing 
to grow in their relationship with him. New churches 
are still being planted. Churches are serving in their 
communities with signifi cant impact. The following is 
just a sampling of the good things that are happening in 
North America.
IOU Region (Idaho, Oregon, Utah) 

Regional Bishop Wallace Pratt organized a church 
in Boise, Idaho, with 30 new members. We welcome this 
new church, The Coming of Jesus International, to our 
fellowship. 

Southeast Spanish Region
Bishop Ebli de la Rosa, regional bishop, has recently 

organized three churches in North Carolina: Winston 
Salem, Adan Hernandez, pastor, with 22 members; 
COGOP Elelyon in the city of Lenoir with 18 members, 

North America
BISHOP TIM COALTER | GENERAL PRESBYTER

New members joining The Coming of Jesus International

Pastor Harriet Dembo and Assistant Pastor Patricia Amoussou 



Alfredo Mardonado, pastor; and Iglesia Evangelco Casa de 
Restauradion, 41 members in Durham, Eli Sandoval, pastor.

Mid-Atlantic Region
Bishop Levi Clarke, regional bishop, has shared 

news of two missions started during the pandemic 
that they are expecting to organize as local churches 
in 2022. One of these is in New Jersey. Because of an 
unquenching desire to move to an area in New Jersey 
to plant a church, a young man, Edward Jones, and his 
family relocated to a new area in this state, rented space 
at a hotel, and started a mission. The report shared with 
the North America offi ce stated that today there is a 
successful mission on its way to being organized as a 
church in this area.

Also, from the Mid-Atlantic comes this news: “Our 
second mission gave birth before the shutdown brought 
about by the pandemic. But, thanks to district overseer 
Rebecca Diggs, Joyce MacDowell, and Dr. Kenrick 
Semple, they kept the fl ame burning and through the 

Zoom platform they continued to meet. This mission is 
now averaging 15 adults plus children in attendance.” 

Additionally, the Northfi eld church in North Jersey 
has served their community through a food bank. For 
Thanksgiving, they distributed 100 turkeys to the needy 
in their community.
Georgia

State Bishop Billy Adams has recently shared 
several items of interest of ways the Georgia pastors 
and churches have continued to minister to their 
communities in the midst of the pandemic. 

Pastor Lloyd Phipps, Covington Drive in Decatur, 
was contacted by a pastor of a Haitian group. He was 
moving out of state and asked Pastor Phipps to shepherd 
his congregation. Approximately 30 believers from this 
group have now joined the Covington Drive Church of 
God of Prophecy. 

The churches in 
Georgia have been 
diligent and creative 
in ministering through 
various means of social 
media and parking lot 
services.

Canada East
Pictured is the graduating class of the recent 

Ministerial Development Training course (MDT) 
conducted in Canada East. Six diploma degrees and 
21 certifi cates were presented to men and women who 
journeyed with MDT as they worked to equip and further 
educate themselves in servant leadership in the Church 
of God of Prophecy. Bishop Thompson is quoted as 
saying, “It is my belief that this is just the beginning of 
many more commencement sessions to come in the 
future for Canada East.”
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Winston Salem, NC

Durham, NC

Lenoir, NC
Bishop Lloyd Phipps and 
Pastor of Haitian Group

Haitian Group

Canada East MDT Certifi cate Program Class of 2021New Jersey Mission
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How does it work?
This program consists of seven modules of theory 

and practice. To complete all seven modules takes four 
months. The missionaries receive new instruction and 
training every 15 days. This allows time for them to 
practice what they learned and use the tools 
they received.
Vision

Our vision is to establish digital communities 
of discipleship all through each region. These 
communities will be integrated into the local church or 
established as a church plant. 
Mission

The mission of Digital Missionaries is to 
communicate the gospel of Jesus Christ through digital 
media and social networks to bring a healing and 
salvifi c word to this generation and develop disciples in 
local communities.
Specifi c Objectives

• Develop area leaders to implement and establish 
digital communities.

• Develop disciples who will multiply themselves 
into more disciples.

• Develop missionaries with passion to create 
communities of faith.

• Integrate the ministries of the Church of God of 
Prophecy with the ministries of the local church to 
fulfi ll the Great Commission. 

• Disciple the youth and adolescents in each church 
to incorporate them into the leadership of the 
local church.

Digital Missionaries: The Mission Goes On
It took a long time for much of the world to 

come to grips with an indisputable fact: COVID-19 
changed everything. This was not going to be 
business, education, church—or anything—as usual. 
Everyone, and especially Church leaders, were faced 
with a big challenge. Pre-pandemic, the Church of 
God of Prophecy in Mexico, Central America, and the 
Spanish-speaking Caribbean had been aggressively, 
joyously planting churches. Our leaders had projected 
unprecedented growth for the near future. But the 
world stopped. 

In the beginning, we developed procedures and 
protocols to protect the members as we assembled, 
but without much notice, church buildings were 
closed by the governments of our cities, regions, 
and countries. The ability to travel, even locally, was 
limited. The food supply and distribution chains were 
interrupted in some nations.

Unable to congregate or conduct any kind of 
outreach, we went to God in prayer—and he answered! 
Pastor Joel Buezo, our area director for church planting, 
received an innovative, inspired idea from God. He 
called it Digital Missionaries.
Digital Missionaries? What is that?

Digital Missionaries is the name of an evangelism 
and discipleship project led by the Church Planting 
and Development Ministry of the Church of God of 
Prophecy in Mexico, Central America, and the Spanish-
speaking Caribbean. The purpose of this program is to 
create digital communities to make disciples who will 
make disciples who multiply themselves.

Mexico, Central America,
& the Spanish-speaking Caribbean

BISHOP BEN FELIZ | GENERAL PRESBYTER



Results 
In 2020, we trained 767 leaders in the Digital 

Missionaries project. These missionaries reached more 
than 5,000 people. In the process, approximately 1,000 
persons accepted Jesus as their Savior. In 2021, we 
trained an additional 587 Digital Missionaries, who 
reached 4,421 persons.  As a result, 650 individuals 
accepted Jesus as their Savior and 497 were baptized. 
One hundred fi ve small groups were integrated into 
local churches, and 50 new missions were planted. To 
God be the glory!
Testimonies

Alba Urroz Urbina, a 22-year-old young lady 
from Costa Rica, grew up in a very dysfunctional 
family. Without a father to show her affection, she 
felt abandoned. She became a very insecure person. 
In addition to this struggle, she was diagnosed with 
chronic anemia. All of this led her to feel resentment 
towards God. In spite of her resentment, she knew 
only God could help her. One of her friends led her to 
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Since then, 
she has been a new person. Insecurity, bitterness, and 
resentment are things of the past.

Alba became a Digital Missionary and can’t stop 
talking about the love of Jesus. She says, “Being 
a Digital Missionary has given purpose to my life. 
I am sure God’s design for my life is to share the 
Good News of the Lord and to win people to Jesus. 
Children, adolescents, and adults are part of the digital 
community I lead.” Alba’s digital community is now 
connected, and the participants attend her local church.

Another great testimony is the new Comayagua 
City Church in Honduras, which was organized as 
a local church in December 2021. During the time 
churches could not meet in person, Pastor Joel Buezo 
started a digital community. Today, more than 50 
persons attend this vibrant local church. We have similar 
testimonies from Mexico, Panama, Nicaragua, and 
Guatemala. All started digital communities during the 
past, very challenging two years and today are vibrant 
local churches.

Alba Urroz Urbina

Urbina Family
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all of it is supported in Assembly costs. Particularly, the 
transportation costs of spouses are not included in 
the global Assembly support provided to the nations, 
and we are thankful that over the years many Harvest 
Partners and other giving people in our church have 
helped the wives attend the Assembly as well. God is 
so good, and his people are so faithful.

Of the many great things we have to report, we 
share only four in this writing. First, the pandemic has 
moved our church work far clearer to the public eye, 
and challenged us to reach out more, while often in 
different ways. We now have regular Leadership Online 
Training seminars every few months for national leaders 
and pastors. These online events are conversational in 
format and have been held in as many as nine languages 
simultaneously. Recently 15 nations were gathered 
in one online training session in seven languages. 
We thank God for the miracles of Internet and recent 
applications, as well as workers who are able to use them 
well. Our bi-annual YM project that gathers youth from 
over 20 nations could not take place face to face due to 
travel restrictions, but multiple nations share a weekend 
of youth training and fellowship, meeting nationally face 
to face and online from nation to nation.  

The Internet presence of our nations like the United 
Kingdom with a nationally streamed service each week, 
which reaches hundreds, blesses not only their many 
churches in the UK, but far beyond. Many of our local 
churches can meet publicly though there are restrictions 
they must adhere to, but they also now have regular 
meetings using social media and communications 
applications weekly. Prayer groups, house or cell group 
meetings, Spirit and Life Seminary courses, and other 
training matters are being done now live and online. 
Youth groups are gathering from nation to nation on 
social media. With this public presence, many new 
people are coming to our weekly gatherings, and 

God is doing great things in our area!  We thank him 
that we are suffering very few deaths among our own 
churches due to the pandemic. Most of those who live in 
areas where a vaccination is provided have decided to 
be vaccinated; of course, this is not always even available 
in some countries. Several of our pastors and families 
have suffered COVID infections, some of them multiple 
times. Our churches diligently have fulfi lled the required 
restrictions and precautions that have been assigned by 
our governments, and many have worked even to be 
more careful than the national requirements. This has 
been a blessing. 

Due to restrictive gathering rules and several 
subsequent waves of the pandemic that have come from 
more recent COVID mutations, we are still not able to 
assemble in all nations and are clearly not able to meet in 
a normal fashion anywhere. Still, in the midst of this global 
diffi culty, most of our churches are growing. Cash cultures 
and economies have suffered the most, as they are not 
able to assemble regularly, and many have lower incomes 
now or have lost work. However, in many western cultures, 
the churches have prospered fi nancially during the 
pandemic. Faithful members make regular deposits into 
their local church accounts by contract or special transfer, 
and many western nations have seen defi nite increases 
in tithes and giving. We are grateful that our workers and 
families are blessed by God. 

Several new churches and preaching points have 
been opened in the area over the past few months, 
24 according to last reports in our online and Zoom 
conferences with all of our national Bishops. These 
meetings with National Bishops must be held in fi ve 
languages. Even though all our National Bishops are 
bi-lingual or polyglots, they do not all speak English 
well. All nine of our Bishops are planning to attend 
our coming International Assembly in July. All travel 
expenses cannot be covered for all the nations, and not 

Europe, CIS, & the Middle East
BISHOP CLAYTON ENDECOTT | GENERAL PRESBYTER 

Ministry in Ukraine



churches are still going out to the streets throughout the 
area sharing the Gospel face to face. They maintain the 
required distance, wear masks, or whatever is required, 
but they are going into their cities physically to share the 
love of Jesus. A new openness is developing due to the 
fears, loneliness, brokenness, and failing hope left in the 
path of the pandemic. God is using what Satan meant for 
our evil to do good in his kingdom in Europe. 

Second, the newly organized work in the Ukraine 
has been prospering and growing. We now have 18 
churches working regularly with the Church of God of 
Prophecy. In a recent meeting, Bishop Clayton Endecott 
was able to take a pastor and his wife into the church in 
Mikolaiv, Ukraine. It is the second COGOP church in that 
historical ship building city of more than a half million 
residents. Many of the churches range from 100-200 in 
attendance, and there are many ministries just being 
organized. In the city of Nikopol, a new church is being 
organized with children’s ministry as the central feature. 
All of them evangelize and disciple the lost, but they are 
also engaged in serving their communities with much 
needed humanitarian help, which not only feeds the 
hungry and clothes their neighbors (see Matthew 25) but 
it always opens new doors for more Gospel work. Bishop 
Gena Kernazhytski of Belarus is assisting the work in the 
Ukraine and has appointed district overseers there as 
well in the new work which is growing daily. 
Mission Partnering

Europe to Europe: This has been a time of 
partnering among nations in missions. For many 
years, the mature work in the United Kingdom has 
supported other nations with physical goods, fi nance, 
and mission teams, and they continue even in these 
times to do so. Recently, Christian Fricke, the National 
Bishop of Germany and Hungary, has strengthened the 
partnership between this east-central nation and the 
west. The churches in Germany have been contributing 
fi nancially to the rapidly growing work in Hungary for 
several years, and this year around 15,000 Euro (nearly 
$18,000) has been sent from the churches in Germany 
to the churches in Hungary. This funding has been used 
to make additions to church buildings, supply heat and 
air conditioning, to provide for church furnishings, and 
to purchase a car for a young pastor. This Christmas, 
some 200 Christmas shoe boxes were hand delivered 

for the ministry to children in Hungary from our German 
churches. Additionally, a mission team from two German 
churches drove in multiple vehicles over ten hours 
and nearly 1000 kilometers to minister alongside our 
powerful and well-organized evangelistic work in the 
churches in Hungary. 

We have also seen the churches in Cyprus, Finland, 
Russia, and others giving to the works of other nations. 

Global Missions: Finally, we want to thank the global 
church and our Global Missions network for their amazing 
support during the past months. The central church in 
Russe, Bulgaria has been in dire need of repair, and 
although the church does well in maintenance, these 

matters due to very severe winters and the years of service 
needed some foundational attention. We are grateful that 
over the past year nearly $34,000 U.S. was sent to help do 
this work, and much has already been completed. Some 
projects on the outside could not be fi nished before bad 

Organizing churches in Ukraine

Russia

Bulgaria

Hungary

Continued on p. 31
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Indigenous Church Highlight—Guyana
Santa Rosa is a community in the Barima-Waini 

region of northern Guyana. The village is part of the 
North West Amerindian District and is one of the earliest 
Catholic Missions, which was established in Guyana in 
1840. With a population of just over 11,000 persons and 
made up of a collection of 11 settlements, Santa Rosa is 
considered to be the largest Amerindian (Indigenous) 
settlement in Guyana. Traveling to the predominantly 
Arawak village, from the Capital of Guyana, is an 
estimated fi ve-hour-long journey by land, sea, and river.

It was in one of the 11 settlement areas, Mora, that 
the church of God of Prophecy (COGOP) Guyana in 
2013, through Pastor Clement Moore, a coast lander 
who was working in the interior community at the time, 
planted their fi rst church in an indigenous community. 

A signifi cant achievement for COGOP Guyana, 
owing to the fact that the establishment of the local 
church augured well for outreach to other Amerindian 
villages, the Church started with humble beginnings. 
Pastor Moore explained that “we started in a community 
building but would later move, due to its dilapidated 
state, and commenced worshipping under the home 
of one of the new converts before they were able to 
acquire a piece of land to construct a sanctuary.” Though 
the building still needs to have the fl ooring done, the 

The Caribbean & Atlantic Ocean Islands
BISHOP CLAYTON MARTIN, DMIN |  GENERAL PRESBYTER

pastor and members are elated to be worshiping in their 
own sanctuary.

Six years after the church at Mora was planted, 
another church was established in Moruca in the 
settlement known as “Five Miles.” Pastored by Ryan and 
Pamella Domingo, the members of Five Miles are made 
up of about eight families, and a signifi cant portion of 
the membership is made up of youth and children. 

Though they are currently worshipping under the 
home of a member, the local church at Five Miles is 
currently building a sanctuary. While some needs exist 
in this regard, Pastors Ryan and Pamella Domingo are 
grateful and are trusting God to see it to completion. 

“We have embarked, with assistance from Bishop 
Higgins, on building a sanctuary. We have started the 
foundation. While we have need of many things to 
complete it, we are trusting God to see it to completion,” 
Pastor Domingo said. He went on to explain that “there 
is a need for roofi ng materials, fl ooring, windows etc., 
but our God is more than able to complete the good 
work he has started.”

Despite some challenges and needs, the two 
local churches have been growing, especially Mora, 
the older of the two. Though both churches have a 
need for musical instruments, it has not stopped either 
church from worshipping God in earnest while the high 

Guyana



percentage of youth membership also allows for a 
vibrancy that can be felt whenever one visits. Dancing 
and drama are also used by the youths of both churches 
as forms of ministering.

In the past, Mora has been the benefi ciary of visits 
from missionary teams that were very effective. As such, 
Pastor Roy Abraham believes that such initiatives would 
be of great value at this time, as it would lend toward 
spiritual development of members and followers, as well 
as assist with the church’s evangelistic efforts.

“The harvest is ripe. While we have a need for a 
motor vehicle to traverse the terrain of the area, we 
also would signifi cantly benefi t from more missionary 
interventions, which would assist our evangelistic efforts 
and further empower our members in their walk with 
the Lord. Such efforts can even help us to plant more 
churches,” Pastor Abraham lamented.

Though Mora and Five Miles are fairly young 
churches, they have endless potential and certainly, 
once nurtured, they will pave the way for the Church of 
God of Prophecy in Guyana to impact more indigenous 
communities in the remaining nine settlement villages in 
Santa Rosa. 

—Taiwo Wilson-Williams
PR Director, Guyana

Update on the Pandemic
Local churches in Guyana and Suriname ministered 

year-long to children, youth, adults, and the elderly 
through barrels of clothing, foodstuffs, school supplies, 
and toys. This ministry was extended to Uncle Eddie’s 
home for the elderly and a government night shelter. 

We express thanks to local churches and friends 
in the United Kingdom and the United States of 
America for shipping in some supplies. We also express 
gratitude to Guyanese and Surinamese at home for their 
donations of money and kindness toward our church’s 
welfare program. Our national treasury also made 
fi nancial inputs.

Like Jesus, we serve!
—Bishop Earl Higgins
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The beginning of a new year usually brings 
excitement, anticipation, and a sense of renewal for 
a fresh start. The refreshing Christmas break led me 
to feel eager to return to work after a happy, eventful 
holiday with my family. Upon my arrival, our department’s 
mailbox was full of letters and donations; however, there 
was one piece of mail that was odd and even concerning. 
We had an acknowledgement letter returned to us that 
should have been received and opened by the donor. 
After doing some research, we discovered that Sister 
Arnetter, one of our most faithful donors—one who called 
every month for more than 20 years to donate to Global 
Missions—had passed away in early November. 

December, with its year-end issues, was such a busy 
month for me that I didn’t even notice I had not heard 
her voice in a while. Our phone script was always the 
same whenever she would call. She’d tell me the amount 
she was giving, saying she wished she could do more. 
Then she would ask about the weather in Cleveland. 
She always found the bright side to whatever weather 
we were currently experiencing and would praise God 
for it. If she called today, I’d be telling her that they are 
predicting some ice for our area as the temperature will 
be dropping signifi cantly. I can’t help but think about the 
perfect atmosphere she is currently experiencing in the 
presence of our Lord. 

I often hear from churches and donors alike, usually 
in an apologetic tone, how they wish they could give 
more to missions. I feel the sincerity in their words and 
genuinely hope they hear the same in mine when I 
say that nothing is too small. Jesus proved this to us in 
Matthew 14 when the disciples asked him to send away 
the crowds because there was not enough food to feed 
them all. ‘“All we have are fi ve loaves of bread and two 
fi sh,’ they said. Jesus said, ‘Bring them here.’ Then he 
had the people sit on the grass. He took the fi ve loaves 

and two fi sh, lifted his face to heaven in prayer, blessed, 
broke, and gave the bread to the disciples. The disciples 
then gave the food to the congregation. They all ate their 
fi ll. They gathered twelve baskets of leftovers. About fi ve 
thousand were fed” (Matthew 14:17–21 MSG). 

The National Overseer in Cameroon recently wrote 
and said that over $5,000 was raised at their National 
Convention after he shared a great vision of planting 15 
new churches within the nation. As you may know, parts 
of Cameroon are currently in a civil war, and our churches 
and members are meeting in the bushes for times of 
worship. It always makes me happy to hear about the 
faithfulness of our global families when they give in faith 
to the work of God in their nation. 

I believe that just like Jesus did that day recorded 
in Matthew, he will bless and use the seed money 
given to establish new churches in the war-torn areas 
of Cameroon. I would like to encourage you and your 
church today with a prayer and a hope that you will be 
fi lled with a giving spirit of joy and faithfulness, just like 
Sister Arnetter was, believing that God will bless and 
use your gifts, no matter how big or small, for the glory 
of his kingdom.

Harvest Partner Spotlight

STEPHANIE FLYNN  | GLOBAL MISSIONS MINISTRIES 

Sister Arnetter
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This month marks my eighth year that I have been 
honored and blessed to work with the ministry of One 
Child Fund. It has been rewarding to say the least. I have 
talked with a few of our children in India personally, but 
other than them, I have never met any of the children we 
support. However, I have been deeply touched by them 
and also by our donors.

One example of how these children blessed me 
were the prayers they prayed for me while I was walking 
through cancer. Their words and greetings touched 
me deeply. But honestly, I have been blessed multiple 
times over by their stories. Each year, I send out an 
information form for each child in each of our children’s 
homes. In it, I ask about family history, characteristics, 
and favorite things. These children are some of the 
most caring, gentle, helpful, and strongest children. I 
have come to believe, our One Child Fund children are 
absolutely amazing.

Last year, our children’s home 
and orphanages had ups and 
downs just as the rest of the world. 
Jeannel, one of the boys in Haiti, 
had heart surgery at the age of 17. 
He is doing well with no reactions 
to any medications or surgery. We 
continue to pray for his complete 
healing.

In Kathmandu, Nepal, our 
children’s home had to uproot their 
home that was sold out from under 

a 25-year agreement, and they are now renting a place 
until they are able to fi nd land of their own. The cost of 
land for the home seems to be impossible to replace, 
even for a small plot of land, barely an American acre. We 

are praying for a piece of land to come available that will 
not only become a home for these children, but also be 
within a reasonable price.

Northeast from Kathmandu in 
the Gorkha home, one of our young 
men, Sarug, died due to liver cancer 
earlier this year—he was 22. We are 
praying for the children, along with 
staff, that have lost their friend.

As we all have experienced, 
there have been COVID-19 cases. 
We have lost children’s homes 
and orphanages this year due 

to unseen circumstances. These are just a few of the 
things that have happened to our children’s homes and 
orphanages. But every time these awesome children and 
staff share something happening that is diffi cult, there 
is always a phrase like, “He is faithful.” No matter what 
the hardships that are standing in front of them, they 
know that he is above all the hurt, illness, war, fi nancial 
situations, natural disasters, etc., and that he is faithful!

These are just some of the things I have learned 
about our children. They are helpful—older children will 
help the younger children with their studies and chores. 
They are relentless, some of these children come from 
broken, impoverished, and/or abusive homes, and yet 
they are striving for a better life. And above all else, they 
are powerful prayer warriors. Personally, I have learned 
that I want to be more like them.

Please remember to pray for our children in the One 
Child Fund ministry. 

One Child Fund Update
SHELLY WILBANKS | GLOBAL MISSIONS MINISTRIES

Jeannel

Sarug
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Partnership with Romania Bible University
On January 4, 2022, a Memorandum of 

Understanding was signed between the Church of 
God of Prophecy International Offi ces’ Leadership 
Development and Discipleship department and the 
Romania Assemblies of God. This partnership was 
formed under the leadership of the Romania Assemblies 
of God president, Ioan Ceuta.

The mission of this partnership is to equip 
ministers of the Assemblies of God in Romania with 
practical biblical and theological instruction, effective 
leadership skills, and applicable ministry training using 
the FOUNDATIONS: Minister’s Development Program 
courses. The six-course program has been developed by 
the COGOP to provide ministry and leadership training 
to lay leaders and pastors and is currently available in 
onsite and online instructional formats at cblcogop.org.

In exchange for the use of these ministerial training 
materials, the Assemblies of God leadership will translate 
all course materials into Romanian and provide these 
translations to Leadership Development and Discipleship 
of the COGOP. Pastors and ministers of the Church 
of God of Prophecy in surrounding nations of eastern 
Europe will also be invited to participate in the training 
programs at the Romania Bible University where the 
program materials will be taught.

President of the AG and the Romania Bible 
University, Ioan Ceuta, has had a long-standing 
relationship with the Church of God of Prophecy, serving 
alongside our European presbyter and other COGOP 
European ministry leaders in evangelism, church 
planting, and ministerial training initiatives. He has also 
participated in an Institute of Children’s Ministry in the 
nation of Bulgaria led by the then executive director 
of Leadership Development and Discipleship, Kathryn 

Creasy. Our leadership is thankful that God is allowing 
these materials to reach beyond our borders to develop 
pastors and ministry leaders of the Pentecostal faith in 
eastern Europe.

Paraguay 
FOUNDATIONS: Minister’s Development Program 
Training 

In Paraguay, South America, eight men and women 
are coming together once a month to participate in 
FOUNDATIONS: Minister’s Development Program. 
The course is taught by missionary, church planter, and 
leadership development director, Dan Miller, for six hours 
each Saturday. At the end of the session, participants 
study the remaining lessons of each course online. 
They return the following month to review the previous 
course material, complete assessments and exams, and 
then begin studying lessons in the next course. Three 
of the participants are taking the course to meet the 
requirements for ministry licensure. Many thanks to Dan 
for leading this initiative and to the ministerial students 
for their desire and efforts to minister with greater 
understanding and skill.

Mexico 
Pastors/Ministry Leaders ZOOM in for 
FOUNDATIONS: Minister’s Development Program

On September 6, 2021, more than 100 pastors 
and ministry leaders gathered online to begin studying 
FOUNDATIONS: Minister’s Development Program. They 
meet twice every week for two hours each session. During 
the session, an instructor teaches one of the 43 lessons in 
the six courses of the program via ZOOM. The program 
will end, and each participant will receive a certifi cate of 
completion after the March 3, 2022, session.

KATHRYN CREASY | LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT AND DISCIPLESHIP EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Developing Leaders Around the Globe 
FOUNDATIONS: Minister’s Development Program
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To provide accessible training to pastors and 
ministry leaders throughout the expansive country of 
Mexico has been the heart’s desire of overseer, Bishop 
Ray Martinez, and Bishop Lucio Rojas, the director of 
Leadership Development and Discipleship in Mexico. 
The FOUNDATIONS: Minister’s Development Program 
has made that possible—providing excellent content and 
experienced instructors, many of whom wrote the MDP 
lesson they teach. In fact, 26 pastors and leaders from 
North America, Mexico, Puerto Rico, and Dominican 
Republic have volunteered their time and expertise to 
teach lessons from the MDP courses.

Congratulations to each of our brothers and sisters 
in Mexico who have spent many hours in individual 
study and ZOOM meetings to become better equipped 
to minister to their congregations. And many thanks to 
Bishops Martinez and Rojas for their consistent presence 
and support of Mexico’s first FOUNDATIONS: Minister’s 
Development Program class. 

Global Online Pilot Program
Andrew Osuju Omollo, a young man living in Nairobi, 

Kenya, is described by his pastor as a “diligent, faithful, 
and a committed young minister in my church.” The 
pastor went on to say, “He serves with all his heart. His 
dedication to learning and service to God has made 
him stand out among other ministers in the church.” 
Andrew was set forth by his church as a lay minister but 
needed to meet the training requirements for ministry 
licensure by the Church of God of Prophecy. Because 
Andrew had participated in the LDD online course, “Yes! 
Responding to God’s Call,” he received an invitation 
to join the online pilot for FOUNDATIONS: Minister’s 
Development Program. Andrew, along with more than 20 
other participants from North America, Caribbean, Central 
America, and Africa, are participating in the classes.  
Once a month, the students join together via ZOOM to 
review the previous lesson studied and be introduced to 
the next one. The participants serve as pastors, associate 
pastors, ministry leaders, and emerging leaders. One 
local church has four young leaders participating in the 
program to meet the requirements for ministry licensure.

After completing the first course, Andrew shared 
the following comments: “I happy to inform you that I 
am doing well and continuing with the course. This is an 
amazing course. I have been transformed already. This 
course, 'The Minister’s Personal Life,' has really dealt with 
my attitude, and I have really grown. I have reviewed 
my calendar to make time for devotion, meditation, 
make time for my wife and my family.” —Andrew Omollo, 
Nairobi, Kenya

Malawi And Mozambique Pastors Participate 
in FOUNDATIONS: Minister’s Development 
Program 

Seventeen pastors and assistant pastors from 
Malawi, and two from Mozambique met in Blantyre, 
Malawi from October 15–21, 2021, to participate in the 
FOUNDATIONS: Minister’s Development Program. All 
participants are candidates for ministry licensure. When 
the training onsite ended, the participants returned to 
their homes with bound copies of each course to study 
until they come back together in the Spring of this year. 
At that time, they will complete assessments and exams. 

Many thanks to Phillip Segadika, administrative 
assistant for Malawi, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe, 
and Douglas Chirongwe, field secretary for Zimbabwe. 
Leadership Development and Discipleship provided six 
instructors who presented lessons via ZOOM  —Kathryn 
Creasy, Alejandra Guajardo, Randy Howard, Larry Lowry, 
Elias Rodriguez, and Darren Schalk. Many thanks to each 
of them as well.

Congratulations to our pastors and associate 
pastors in Malawi and Mozambique for completing the 
FOUNDATIONS: Minister’s Development Program to 
become a licensed minister of the Church of God  
of Prophecy.

If you would like more information on how you can 
participate in FOUNDATIONS: Minister’s Development 
Program, go to www.cblcogop.org.
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Youth Ministries today is one of the most fl uid and 
evolving ministries in the church. According to Youth Time 
Magazine, some of the top issues youth of our world face 
today are:

• Single-Parent Households  
• Drug/Alcohol Abuse   
• Violence in Schools  
• Stress and Time Management  
• Political, Racial, Social Issues  
• Materialism  
• Mental Health Issues
• Education Inequality 
• Shifting Economy 
• A Pandemic

Many of these issues did not exist in the past to this 
degree. Some began in more recent years. Some are 
ancient! Many of these issues have caused culture, society, 
and trends to evolve among youth today. As there are 
shifts in global youth culture, so goes the culture of Youth 
Ministry in the Church of God of Prophecy. Our youth are 
the most socially aware and technologically-driven people 
ever! These and other issues have caused Generation Z to 
become progressively unattached to religion (unchurched) 
and to identify as agnostic (un-Christian) in their ideologies. 
They have different answers for the questions, “Why am I 
here?” and “Why do I matter?" 

Today’s youth have moved from the Internet age to 
depend more on social relationships to form their beliefs. 
Google is great for hard facts, but beliefs are a matter of 
the head and the heart. Social media has become the go-to 
place for education, mental and spiritual formation, Christian 
or unchristian. Mental health counseling has skyrocketed 
for the young when dealing with issues like the pandemic, 
LBGTQ+, suicides, bullying, cyber bullying, alcohol/drug 
abuse, and family issues just to name a few. Many young 
people, instead of receiving professional or spiritual counsel, 
have chosen to turn to social media and friends for answers 
to some of life’s hardest struggles.    

What youth believe is right or good for them (in an 
ever-changing culture) may not always be. Proverbs 14:12 
says, "There is a way that appears to be right, but in the 
end, it leads to death." God's Word and commandments 
remain the same throughout time. The writer of Psalm 119 

understood this as he wrote, in verse 90, "Your faithfulness 
endures to all generations; you have established the earth, 
and it stands fast." Jesus said in Matthew 24:35, "Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away." 
Culture and trends change; God's word and precepts do not. 
Young people need stability.

Ministry to youth has evolved throughout the years 
with the thought that as youth culture changes, so must our 
approach to youth ministry. We indeed need to understand 
the generation of young people to whom we are ministering. 
For every generation, the church needs to reassess how their 
ministries function, and for relevance as they endeavor to 
bring people to spiritual maturity.

An article from Church Leader Magazine entitled, “Ten 
Things Youth Ministries Need More Of” suggests that the 
following components of youth ministry should always be 
present. Despite changes in culture, trends, or society, or 
how relevant we believe our ministry must be, every ministry 
should have:  

• Caring Adults—Our youth do not need adults to teach 
them. They need adults to know them, then teach them.

• Cultivators of Intimacy—We need to build more intimacy 
within our relationships. If we are going to know young 
people in our congregations, we will have to talk about 
things that matter, not just what happened this week. 

• Prayer Partners—Prayer is intimate communication with 
God. As we develop intimacy with our young people, 
we need to pray with and for them regularly. 

• Integration of Scripture—Scripture teaches us how 
to pray, how to relate to one another, and how to 
relate to God. Research shows that today's youth are 
typically very biblically illiterate. We must do our best to 
integrate scripture into everyday young people's daily 
life. 

• Passion—Are we calling students to something worth 
giving their life for? Teenagers are naturally passionate 
if they fi nd something, they perceive is worth their time 
to engage. Somehow, we must help them rediscover a 
passion for faith in Jesus. 

• Skills Coaching—We encourage every student to do 
well in all their classes and receive as much education 
as possible, or they need to achieve the goals they 
set for themselves. But what about the young person 
struggling in English, Math, and Science but is a 
brilliant artist or great musician? What about students 

Youth Ministry—The Most 
Flexible Ministry of the Church

BISHOP KIRK RISING | YOUTH MINISTRY INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR 
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who struggle academically but found their passion 
for building houses on a mission trip? We need to pay 
attention to the uniqueness of each student in our 
church and help them grow from their passions and help 
them mature individually. We must encourage them to 
be “always learning.”

• Ministries Integration—Youth ministries need to see 
themselves more as a network of relationships and 
less as a separate part of the church. Church ministries 
must help every age level grow in faith. Youth Ministries 
should integrate better with other ministries of the 
church. 

• Foundational Theology—One of the most critical 
responsibilities for ministries in the church is to set a 
foundation for theological and spiritual formation for all 
ages.

• Spiritual Parents—Youth Ministries should help parents 
better understand their role in their child's spiritual 
formation. We need leaders who guide not only youth 
through their spiritual development, but also, our 
ministries need to equip parents to become the most 
signifi cant infl uence in their child's quest to make 
heaven their home.

• Originality—If all of these components are happening in 
a local church, then youth ministry should look unique 
and be a fl uid in church culture.

Youth Ministries International is here to do our part in 
helping leaders, help churches who equip parents and youth 
in the spiritual maturation of young believers. We desire to 
help navigate the waters of cultural and societal changes 
with training that is foundational for a healthy ministry to 
young people. In our soon-to-launch NEXT LEVEL curriculum, 
we reaffi rm why we do youth ministry and introduce how 
to create a more sustainable ministry in a local church. This 
training shares the following: 

• Effective Ministry / What Ministry Should Be 
• Effective Ministry / Documents of Vision
• Effi cient Ministry / Documents of Structure
• Effective Group Ministry / Activity-Event Based Ministry 

vs. Needs-Based Ministry
• Effective Youth Ministry / The Who, How, and Where of 

Your Ministry
• Effective Ministry / Look at the System before the 

Content
• Effective Ministry / Changing the Culture of Your 

Ministry
• YM is excited to help equip leaders and youth alike with 

this resource!
• We also look forward to introducing INFLUENCE—

Sharing the Gospel of Jesus with Your World! This 
resource shares:

• A Life of Infl uence

• This Is About Forever (The eternal)
• A Word About Association (Being associated with 

Jesus)
• A Word About Rejection (Being rejected for your 

witness)
• A New Approach to Evangelism
• Reaching Diverse Cultures
• Sharing the Gospel Today (ASK, LISTEN, SHARE, 

REPEAT)
• But God . . .
• The Way to Acceptance (Acceptance of Jesus as 

Savior)
• Come and See 
• To Share Him, You Must Know Him (The historical 

Jesus)
• To Share Him, You Must Know Him (The biblical Jesus)

Look for these resources to launch by mid-March!

helping leaders, help churches who equip parents and youth 

young people. In our soon-to-launch NEXT LEVEL curriculum, 

Effective Group Ministry / Activity-Event Based Ministry 

YM is excited to help equip leaders and youth alike with 
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Africa Continued from p. 15Europe Continued from p. 21

weather began, but the changes are already to be seen 
throughout. The Bulgarian churches are deeply engaged 
in sharing the Gospel and the love of God in their 
communities!

Russia: One of our more than 60 churches in the 
city of Bogdonovichi, located in the Ural Mountains, was 
burned in the past months, and extensive damage was 
done to the whole building. The loving pastor, Pastor 
Victor Vakulchik, and his wife have added several orphan 
children to their own family over the years and shared 
their own home and family. The church does a vital 

ministry in their community and has been faithful to serve 
with us since the days of ministry with John Doroshuk in 
this city many years ago. We are grateful for more than 
$20,000 US dollars and counting that has been given to 
help this local church. Despite their own limited fi nancial 
ability, the church has also given thousands and a recent 
report from the overseer says that they have been 
working on the building with great joy and effectiveness. 
They soon hope to be meeting there again regularly. 

We are grateful and proud to be part of the 
Church of God of Prophecy in Europe, the CIS, and the 
Middle East.

programs including evening services. 
BUILDING PROJECT 

The church is currently building an edifi ce which 
is to serve the purpose of a community youth centre, 
orphanage home, and other residential purposes. 
Appreciation to donors of the Church of God of 
Prophecy for their support. Ghana is very grateful to the 
late Bishop T.A. McCalla for his immense contribution 
towards the building of this edifi ce. After the death of 

our dear Bishop, other donors have been able to ensure 
the continuity of this project, and we are very grateful to 
them. We pray that God will continue to bless them all 
and equip them to be able to continue the work of God. 
It is our fervent hope that this building project will be 
completed soon to the glory of God. 




