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COLUMNS

WE BELIEVE in the Holy Trinity—one God, 
eternally existi ng in Three Persons: Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one God, the Father, creator of 
heaven and earth, of all things seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begott en of the Father. 
All things were made through Him and for Him. 
He is true God and true man. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and was born of 
the virgin, Mary. He suff ered, died, was buried, 
and on the third day He rose from the dead. He 
ascended to the right hand of the Father, and He 
will return to judge the living and the dead. His 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver 
of life, who eternally proceeds from the Father. 
He is Teacher, Comforter, Helper, and Giver 
of spiritual gift s.  Through Him the saving and 
sancti fying works of Jesus Christ are applied 
to the life of believers. He is the empowering 
presence of God in the life of the Christi an and 
the church. The Father has sent His Son to bapti ze 
with the Holy Spirit.  Speaking in tongues and 
bearing the fruit of the Spirit are New Testament 
signs of being fi lled with the Holy Spirit. 

We believe that salvati on is by grace through 
faith in the sacrifi cial death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross and that He died in our place. The believer’s 
sins are forgiven by the shedding of His blood. 
We believe that healing of mind, body, soul, and 
spirit is available to the believer through the 
blood of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy 
Spirit. We believe in one bapti sm in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

We believe that the grace of God brings forgiveness 
and reconciliati on to those who repent, as well as 
transformati on in holiness, enabling them to live a 
Christ-like life. Sancti fi cati on is both a defi nite work 
of grace and a lifelong process of change in the 
believer brought by the blood of Jesus, the Word 
of God, and the enabling power of the Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one holy, universal church, 
composed of all true believers in Jesus Christ, 
off ering fellowship and calling for service to 
men and women of all races, nati ons, cultures,  
and languages. We believe in the spiritual and 
ulti mate visible unity of the church. 

We believe that the Bible—both Old and New 
Testaments—is the inspired Word of God. The 
Bible is God’s revelati on of Himself and His 
will to humankind, suffi  cient for instructi on in 
salvati on and daily Christi an living. The Bible is 
the Christi an’s rule of faith and practi ce. 

We believe that God will ulti mately reconcile all 
things in heaven and earth in Christ. Therefore, 
we look forward to new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells.
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The harvest continues in Venezuela, also. This is 
truly miraculous considering Venezuela is a country 
whose political instability and dire economic situation 
is a daily burden borne on the backs of our members 
and pastors. In this environment, where COVID-19 
is also a burdensome reality, the San José Church in 
Barquisimeto, Venezuela, added 78 new members! 
Baptisms followed and in one occurrence of those 
baptisms, Bishop Suarez, together with National Bishop 
Luis Gomez, baptized 39 people for the glory of the 
Lord! The church buildings have predominately been 
closed in Venezuela, but the church continues to work 
the harvest. The gospel cannot be hidden under the 
basket of trouble and hardship.  

Activity on the continent has been very dynamic 
in the midst of the pandemic and continues to be 
so despite the fact that we have lost hundreds and 
hundreds of our members from COVID-19. In the 
meantime, we continue to move forward with the help 
of our Lord in fulfi lling his purposes for our lives. “He 
that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him” (Psalm 126:6). 

Into the harvest, Church of God! We have no 
excuse. Our Lord requires it, and he has spoken by the 
Holy Spirit to this Church. Habakkuk did not use hard 
times as an excuse to turn from worshiping and praising 
the Lord. Habakkuk fi nished his report of troubled 
times with, “YET I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful 
in God my Savior” (Habakkuk 3:18 NIV). The world has 
seemingly turned upside down. And yet, the harvest 
remains in the fi eld, waiting for us to work it. We must 
rejoice that there is a Savior, and he has called us to 
work in his fi eld. We have turned to the harvest, and we 
will not turn back! 

What is your excuse? I know these days are 
unprecedented. I know there are all sorts of reasons 
to delay the harvest work, all kinds of explanations 
for why we must suspend our efforts. In some parts of 
the world, the events of the last two years are almost 
unspeakable. They cause us to mourn and compare 
these days to the days of Habakkuk. The prophet 
acknowledged through the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit that there are seasons of overwhelming loss. He 
wrote in harvest language when he told of times when 
the fi g tree does not bud, there are no grapes on the 
vines, the live crop fails, the fi elds produce no food, 
there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the 
stalls (Habakkuk 3:17, 18). What are Christians to do in 
those times? What do we do in these times?

In South America there has been much loss. But 
the work of the harvest has continued. While grieving 
the death of beloved National Bishop Javier Patón, 
COGOP pastors and brothers and sisters of Bolivia 
continued to work and fi ght for lost souls. COVID-19 
did not win! Bolivia planted nine new churches. When 
a thorough accounting of church membership was 
made, it was discovered the total number of members 
within the nation of Bolivia exceeds 19,800—with more 
than 9,000 new converts! Bolivia has launched 207 
new preaching points. At the end of 2020, the year of 
relentless COVID-19 statistics, God provided statistics 
of his own: more than 600 new members were 
added to the Church of God of Prophecy in Bolivia. 
The national authorities fought to keep the churches 
closed, there were many deaths, including multiple 
Bolivian COGOP pastors, and the future seemed 
uncertain. But the church in Bolivia kept going and 
excelling. The harvest continues!  

Bishop Gabriel Vidal, MAR
South America General Presbyter

The Harvest in a Season of Loss
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Prayer Points: February 2022   Contributor: Bishop Shaun McKinley, PhD
PRAYING FOR THE HARVEST

ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTOR:
Dr. Shaun McKinley serves as international director of Children’s Ministries, administrative liaison to the general overseer, 
and prayer coordinator for the Church of God of Prophecy International Offi ces in Cleveland, Tennessee. He and his wife, 
Stephanie, serve as preschool teachers at the Peerless Road Church, also in Cleveland. Shaun is a graduate of Bryan College 
having earned a Master of Business Administration in Marketing from Bryan College and is a licensed bishop with the Church 
of God of Prophecy. He was awarded a Ph.D. in Religion and Leadership Studies by the University of the Cumberlands.

According to the mission organization, Joshua Project, 
an estimated 7.84 billion people are living on earth 
presently. Of these, 3.28 billion individuals live where there 
is little to no access to the gospel. Of the 17,431 people 
groups of the world, 7,400 (more than 42 percent) are 
considered “unreached people groups.” This means that for 
41 percent of the world, there is no indigenous community 
of believing Christians adequate enough to evangelize 
these populations on their own. When considering these 
estimates, our Lord’s words in Matthew 9:37 should echo in 
our spirits as we pray, “The harvest is plentiful.”

Matthew 24:14 (NIV) tells us that the “gospel [message]
of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a 
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” As we 
look with anticipation to the glorious return of our Lord, we 
as his people should also pray for and seek ways to send 
the whole gospel to the entire world. As we participate in 
this last days harvesting endeavor, we await the fulfi llment 
of Revelation 7:9: "I looked, and there before me was a 
great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
tribe, people and language, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb." 

Join with us in praying for the unreached people 
groups of our world, as well as for efforts underway to take 
the life-giving message of the gospel to its nations, tribes, 
people, and languages. 

Prayer Directives
• Thank the Father for his ability and readiness to 

give, guide, and respond in response to our prayers 
(Matthew 7:7, 8). 

• Thank God for pastors, ministers, teachers, and 
missionaries who are at work right now mobilizing 
resources to share the gospel with unreached 
people groups (1 Thessalonians 1:2, 3; Ephesians 
4:11, 12; Matthew 9:37, 38). 

• Pray for revival in the Church that will cleanse, 
empower, and send believers out to reach the lost 
(Matthew 28:19, 20; 2 Corinthians 5:18–20). 

• Pray for men, women, boys, and girls to respond to 
the call of God (Luke 10:2). 

• Pray for an outpouring of God’s Spirit on unreached 
people groups bringing conviction of sin 
(Joel 2:28, 29). 

• Pray for biblical dreams and visions and revelations of 
Jesus that will draw lost people to him (Joel 2:28, 29). 

• Pray for ongoing, powerful signs and wonders of 
healing, deliverance, and miracles that will draw 
individuals to the gospel message (Mark 16:17–20; 
Romans 15:18, 19; Hebrews 2:4). 

• Pray for mission expansions and church planting 
efforts into nations and villages previously unreached 
with the gospel (Matthew 16:18; 28:19, 20). 

• Pray that as new believers are born into the kingdom 
they will be biblically discipled and will mature in 
their faith (Matthew 28:19, 20). 

• Pray for the translation, printing, and distribution of 
God’s Word into all languages, as well as Christian 
Internet, digital media, radio, and television ministries 
entering into new markets (Matthew 24:14). 

Download this prayer guide as a bulletin insert, access 
prayer guides on additional topics, or fi nd resources 
for your local church prayer ministry online at www.
COGOPprays.org. Let us know you are praying with us 
by using #COGOPprays on social media to share your 
requests, inspirations, and praise reports. 



Brian Sutton serves as the state overseer for the Church of God of Prophecy in Alabama. He previously 
served as executive director of Leadership Development and Discipleship at the COGOP International Offices. 
He ministered as a senior pastor for 25 years. His heart is to facilitate the spiritual and professional growth of 
those at all levels of ministry in the Church. He is a member of the Administrative Committee and Corporate 
Board of Directors for the International Church of God of Prophecy, a position he has held since 2010. His 
book, Conversation with God: The Power of Prevailing Prayer, is available at ConversationWithGodBook.com.

BISHOP BRIAN SUTTON, DMin | ALABAMA STATE OVERSEER

My joyous memories of those cool, fall harvest days 
are accompanied by the memories of working in the 
spring and blazing-hot summer days that proceeded 
them. Without the preparation of the land, planting, 
plowing, fertilizing, and the rain and sun from above, 
there would be no harvest. When the crops “come in,” it 
is easy to forget all of the work that came before. Many 
hands contributed to our harvests, just as many in the 
body of Christ contribute to the harvest of souls for 
Christ’s kingdom. 

To join the work God began before we arrived is 
just as important as plowing new fi elds and sowing 
new seed.

The apostle Paul’s instruction in 1 Corinthians 3:6–8 
is a powerful reminder to all who serve in ministry. 
God is responsible for growth, but we are blessed 
to participate together in his work. The ministry 
of watering is proclaimed by Paul to be a critically 
important aspect of the work of God. To join the work 

I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but 
God has been making it grow. So neither 
the one who plants nor the one who waters 
is anything, but only God, who makes things 
grow. The one who plants and the one who 
waters have one purpose, and they will each 
be rewarded according to their own labor 
(1 Corinthians 3:6–8 NIV).

When I was a boy, our family grew soybeans. I 
have fond memories of the fall, which was harvest time. 
My cousins and I were so close, and we would have 
wonderful times together on those cool, crisp days of 
fall when the combine would be running and pumping 
the beans into a huge, open-topped trailer that was 
pulled behind the tractor. Sometimes we would climb 
into that trailer and play in the millions of small beans. It 
was enjoyable for everyone (children and adults alike) as 
crops were harvested and sold.
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The Ministry of 
Watering
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God began before we arrived is just as important as 
plowing new fields and sowing new seed.

We participate in the “ministry of watering” the 
apostle Paul talks about when we engage in ministry that 
seeks to continue the work of the minister who preceded 
us. We seek to discern, through the Holy Spirit, where 
God has worked and is presently working. Before we 
consider our own plans to sow seeds of the gospel, we 
seek to discern where God is calling us to water.

For example, we have an opportunity to participate 
in the ministry of watering when we are appointed to a 
new pastorate or a new ministry role. When we receive 
those appointments, we consider what questions must 
be asked to fulfill our role in the greater work of the 
church body where we are called, rather than just asking 
what we are called to accomplish in our own ministry. 

Our ministries are not our own. Our fruitfulness 
must be judged by how we contributed to God’s greater 
kingdom, and the work he 
has been and is doing in the 
history and plan for the local 
church. The majority of the 
fruitfulness of our ministry has 
come because of the seed that 
was sown by those leaders 
before us. How we follow 
others in ministry is critical to 
a successful harvest. How we 
water the seed planted by 
those before us will determine 
the amount of harvest we reap 
in God’s fields of labor.

A heavenly view of 
harvest sees the sowing and 
labor of those before us and 
discerns how to water what was previously sown, while 
continuing to sow new seed.

The ministry of watering is achieved by those who 
do not seek their own glory or recognition, but discern 
what has been placed in the ground before them and 
water that seed, in addition to continuing the process 
of sowing. A narrow view of harvest sees what is 
happening presently as the reason for harvest. However, 
we all sit under the shade of trees that were planted 
long before we were born. God causes what we do to 
grow, as we together participate in his work by using 
our own unique gifts for his glory, without desire for 
personal recognition.

Leaders may struggle in ministry because they 
cannot discern how to follow fruitful leaders who have 
served before them. Their experience has only been 
to inherit a situation they perceived to be in chaos and 
requiring radical and immediate change. However, 
not all scenarios of serving require radical change.  
When leaders commit to building on that which has 
been done for God’s glory before them, they will have 
an opportunity to see more immediate harvest. God 
honors those leaders who honor the labor of those 
who served before them. That’s why the apostle Paul 

was so adamant about recognizing God as the one 
who caused growth.

Leaders experience the joy of harvest when they 
discern how to best serve together.

I have been so blessed to follow some of the 
greatest pastors and leaders the Church of God of 
Prophecy has ever known. While the list of wonderful 
leaders I have followed is long, one leader in 
particular stands out when considering the ministry 
of watering. When Bishop Jim Williams retired from 
pastoral ministry, I was fortunate to accept the pastoral 
appointment to follow him. He had served his local 
church for 26 years of faithful pastoral ministry. He and 
Sister Kathleen were the perfect examples of servant 
leadership throughout their ministry.

As we began serving in this wonderful church, 
we were so blessed to find fields filled with years of 

precious seed sown by 
faithful laborers. As we 
served and watered, 
together with Bishop and 
Sister Williams and our 
church family (Bishop 
Williams continued 
serving as Pastor 
Emeritus), God gave us a 
bountiful harvest of souls 
and incredible growth to 
our church. 

From an earthly 
view, it appeared those 
who were “riding on 
the wagons loaded 
with beans” had been 

the ones who had brought the harvest. However, the 
heavenly view of the harvest saw the plowing, sowing, 
fertilizing, and labor Brother and Sister Williams and 
many other faithful servants had done for the many 
years that preceded the harvest. Growth in the harvest 
is never about one or two people, and growth doesn’t 
occur from just one season. God gives growth when 
his people work together in watering and sowing 
for many seasons. When the harvest is experienced, 
laborers must be diligent to remember they are 
reaping the rewards of years of preparation, sowing, 
prayer, and faithfulness. 

Ministry transition can be easy, or it can be difficult. 
Outgoing and incoming leaders must together commit 
to working together to see God make things grow 
and bring a harvest for his kingdom. Incoming leaders 
must discern how to water what has been sown, and 
outgoing leaders must seek to celebrate those who 
follow them, all the while praying for the growth 
of the harvest. This type of ministry cooperation is 
experienced when leaders abandon desires of personal 
glory and together seek to labor in God’s fields to reap 
a harvest that is eternal and will never pass away.

God is responsible 
for growth, but 

we are blessed to 
participate together 

in his work.



Dr. Cathy Payne coordinates Global Missions Ministries for the Church of God of Prophecy internationally. 
Cathy has ministered in more than 100 nations. Cathy obtained a Master of Divinity degree from Pentecostal 
Theological Seminary and is currently enrolled in a Doctor of Ministry program with Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary. She is also working toward a Doctor of Philosophy degree with Bangor University in 
South Wales, UK. Cathy and John have one son and five grandchildren.

CATHY PAYNE, DMin | GLOBAL MISSIONS MINISTRIES COORDINATOR 
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through Samaria” reveals the conversation between 
a woman and the Messiah—the One sent from God to 
rescue and redeem humanity. 

It was no coincidence that he was already there 
as she approached the well. For her, this was a daily 
necessity to get the life-giving water needed for 
survival. Jesus was there by God’s divine design. In 
preparation for this God-ordained moment of life-
changing ministry to this woman so desperately in need 
of salvation, he had sent his disciples into town on a 
task. 

How remarkable as the Lord comes to us in the 
midst of our necessary daily tasks and reveals his 
divinity and the desire of his heart for us to be available 
for the work of harvest. 

Everyone understands Scripture from their own 
perspective, so allow me to share a recent personal 
refl ection. I believe Jesus saw so much more in this 
woman than even she believed possible about herself. 
He saw her pain yet knew her potential. He saw her 
isolation yet knew the power of infl uence invested 
in her. He felt her frustration with faith and yet knew 

I love the Scripture passage in Proverbs 27:17 (RSV): 
“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another." 
There is mutual benefi t when iron blades are rubbed 
together; the edges become sharper making them more 
effective and effi cient in their task and ability. Likewise, 
when believers are involved in one another's lives, there 
is mutual benefi t, effective encouragement, and effi cient 
preparation for ministry. 

This passage is how I experience fellowship as we 
gather in conferences, conventions, retreats, etc. When 
we gather together, in real time or in these days of 
gathering virtually, we are coming together in one mind, 
one body, one heart, and one spirit to experience the 
fl ow of the Holy Spirit together, his work in our lives, and 
the mutual benefi t of interacting together, to become 
sharper, more effective, and more effi cient in our efforts 
in ministry and mission. 

One of my favorite New Testament narratives from 
the ministry of Jesus is found in John 4 with a woman 
at a well in Samaria. It speaks to this same sense of 
connection found in the passage in Proverbs as well 
as providing strategies for harvest through missions’ 
ministries. The tender scene of the “must needs journey 

Sharpened
for the Harvest



her curiosity for more understanding. He saw her 
disappointment in and longing for the joy of being 
loved—yet he so wonderfully already loved her. And 
though she was at that moment so completely lost, he 
saw her through faith already rescued and saved.

I love the authenticity of their conversation. The 
wonder of discovery in fi nding a man at the well where 
for so long she had gone alone. The shock of his 
willingness to engage her in conversation so against 
their customs and traditions. The true amazement at the 
words of encouragement, examination, sharpening, and 
hope of salvation that continued to draw her in. 

Perhaps this authenticity is the very hook that brings 
me back again and again to this narrative. The revelation 
and ultimate confession of the woman. The revelation of 
Jesus—the very fi rst instance of confession in the Book of 
John that he was indeed the Messiah. The intension of 
his inclusion of this woman for the purpose of harvest. 

While a powerful revelation of grace follows 
between Jesus and the woman, and I always enjoy the 
exercise of this passage, my use of this passage for 
this article is rather placed on his interaction with the 
disciples concerning harvest immediately following the 
amazing encounter. 

The narrative specifi es that the disciples traveled 
into the city to fi nd food (v. 8). Although they walked 
through the city in search of food, they completely 
missed the opportunity for harvesting in that they had 
seemingly not told even one Samaritan about Jesus.

As the disciples return, the Samaritan woman 
departs to witness to her city concerning the Messiah. 
We are allowed to remain with Jesus and the disciples, 
privileged to hear the exchange of dialogue and his 
instruction concerning the urgency in recognizing the 
harvest and completing the work. 

Jesus directs the disciples to look at the multitude 
coming toward them as an entire city makes their way 
to Jesus based on the witness and testimony of one 
woman alone! Training ensues between Jesus and the 
disciples to include traditional clichés regarding the 
harvest with new directives and new inspiration. Jesus 
refocuses their vision to the urgency of opportunity 
with instruction inclusive of investing, harvesting, and 
working together. He opens their eyes to the potential 
of sharing the eternal hope of the gospel to an entire 
people group. In this passage, we witness not only his 
ministry and revelation to the Samaritans, but we also 
witness his investment in the disciples in preparation 
for the ministry of harvest before them when he would 
return to the Father. In a very real sense, Jesus was 
urgently training them today for the work and ministry 
they would each lead tomorrow. The challenge of Christ 
to the disciples—and to us—is to make full use of every 
ministry opportunity while we have it, without allowing 
the prejudices, risks, or even threats to discourage us. 
This urgency of gospel work and harvest is the same 
today as when Jesus walked the earth. The needs of 
people cry out globally! 

As Jesus draws in the disciples before going to the 
cross, his call to action comes with promise: “Very truly I 
tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have 
been doing, and they will do even greater things than 
these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may 
be glorifi ed in the Son. You may ask me for anything in 

my name, and I will do it” (John 14:12–14 NIV). Allow 
me to encourage you. The promise of Messiah is true. 
His investment is worthy. This season is designed 
to motivate us to action, to become a participant in 
completing the strategies of the tasks before us. 

Today we may identify more with the woman at the 
well than the disciples in strategic training today for 
harvest ministry tomorrow. Allow me to remind us all, 
Jesus sees so much more in us than even we believe 
possible. He sees the pain and knows the potential. 
He sees the isolation yet knows the power of infl uence 
invested in us preparing to invest in others. He feels 
our frustration with faith and rejoices in our curiosity 
for more understanding. He sees our disappointment 
in and longing for the joy of being loved—yet he so 
wonderfully already loves us and has made amazing 
plans for our lives and ministries. And though at this 
moment we may not have a clue of where he is leading, 
he sees through faith we are already at the place of 
service.

He is investing in us today that we might invest in 
others for ministry opportunities to continue tomorrow. 
We are his choice vessels for the task of harvest right 
now! We will do the works Jesus did and even greater 
things—he has gone to the Father. His promise is that 
HE will do whatever we ask in his name, so that the 
Father may be glorifi ed in the Son. My earnest prayer 
is that we all will be sharpened, encouraged, anointed, 
and invested in this day of gospel work, ministry, and 
harvest. We are workers today investing for harvest 
tomorrow. 

The challenge of Christ to 
the disciples—and to us—is 

to make full use of every 
ministry opportunity while 

we have it.
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Dr. Wallace Pratt is the overseer for the Church of God of Prophecy in the COGOP IOU/Navajo Nation
region. He was born into a Church of God of Prophecy family and has been a Christian and a member of the 
Church from an early age. He serves the Lord and the Church as an administrator, teacher, evangelist, and a pastor 
to the pastors in his region. He is married to Judy Pratt and has two daughters and five grandchildren.

BISHOP WALLACE PRATT, PhD | IDAHO, OREGON, UTAH, AND THE NAVAJO NATION OVERSEER
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We give thanks to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since 
we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of 
your love for all the saints; because of the hope 
which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you 
heard before in the word of the truth of the 
gospel, which has come to you, as it has also 
in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as 
it is also among you since the day you heard 
and knew the grace of God in truth. . . . For this 
reason we also, since the day we heard it, do 
not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you 
may be fi lled with the knowledge of His will in 
all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you 
may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, 
being fruitful in every good work and increasing 
in the knowledge of God; strengthened with 
all might, according to His glorious power, for 
all patience and longsuffering with joy; giving 
thanks to the Father who has qualifi ed us to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the 
light (Colossians 1:3–6, 9–12).

As you refl ect on Paul’s insightful letter to Colossae, I 
want to begin by sharing with you the story of one 19-year-
old man. His name was Ralph Moore. He discovered during 
the summer of 1971 in Gresham, Oregon, the great truth of 
REPRODUCING LIFE. While working in the church yard one 
day, he said he fi nally caught the vision of what it meant to be 

fruitful in the harvest. During the following year, his burden for 
the Lord’s harvest would lead him to plant seven new churches 
along the coast of Oregon. During the next 30 years, he would 
go on to establish a church planting team that established more 
than 40 new churches along the west coast. 

He credits this one gigantic principle the Holy Spirit 
placed upon his heart: It was called “REPRODUCING.” This 
led Ralph Moore to accept the following vision: “You will do 
the world a favor if you begin life as a reproducing church …   
you should build a vision for church multiplication into your 
congregation from the fi rst week. Your core team should pray 
toward multiplication long before your fi rst service. . . . It is much 
easier to multiply leadership than to force the growth of a local 
church.”¹ This young man was astonished at what God had 
revealed to him that hot, summer day. That truth would affect 
how he and others he mentored would harvest people.

As I refl ected on what this young Christian had written 
in 2002, it occurred to me that Paul was advocating the same 
kind of vision and commitment to the Colossians. Of course, 
Paul speaks about faith, love, hope, knowledge, prayer, and 
spiritual understanding in this text passage. But he also writes 
twice about bringing forth fruit and also being fruitful. If we 
correctly interpret this beautiful passage of Scripture, if we 
have any evidence of faith, love, hope, truth, prayer, and 
spiritual understanding, then we must embrace as believers 
REPRODUCING LIFE.  

Reproducing 

Life

1 Ralph Moore, Starting a New Church: The Church Planter's Guide to Success (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2002), pp. 18, 19.



WWM  FEB RUA RY  202 2      11

Reproducing Life Means We Must Participate in What We 
See God Doing!

If we discern the life of Jesus, we must see how he carried 
out his mission within communities. In reading about the 
Reproducing Life of Jesus, we can observe five imperatives that 
were driving his life. First, I must make sure you understand 
what an imperative is: “It is something that absolutely has to 
be done and it cannot be put off; it is like a duty, command, or 
requirement.” Therefore, we can see in the way Jesus reached 
out to communities and people that he involved these five 
imperatives.

1. Jesus cultivated a lifestyle of prayer.
Too much of our praying is for physical healings, material 

things, or supernatural signs. As I have observed in the Gospels, 
the personal prayers of Jesus exhibited that his lifestyle of 
prayer was all about the Father’s mission, the Father’s will, and 
his relationship with the Father. In Luke 5:15, 16, you can witness 
the lifestyle of prayer that consumed Jesus. With multitudes 
gathered around him seeking for healings, the Lord withdraws 
to reconnect with his missional purpose with the Father. His 
ultimate purpose is not miracles of food, healing of the sick, 
delivering demoniacs, or raising dead people. No, his lifestyle 
of prayer reveals him drawing away from the crowds, the 
demands of his disciples, and all the popularity that comes from 
those other supernatural acts. He demonstrates a lifestyle of 
prayer focused on the mission of reproducing himself that he 
came to accomplish.   

2. Jesus was at home in the Scriptures.
The importance of this imperative or requirement in the 

life of Jesus needs to be understood in the church today. No 
amount of prayer can ever replace or contradict what the 
Scriptures clearly teach us about God. Throughout his ministry, 
Jesus demonstrated that his ability to understand the mission 
of his Father stemmed from his deep knowledge of Scripture. 
Therefore, when the disciples or others were sidetracked by 
various prophets and so-called popular messiahships, the Lord 
knew that only by loving and pursuing the harvest would his life 
reproduce true followers of God. Examine more in John 5:39, 40.

3. Jesus walked the streets.
Jesus’ life was lived in total and perfect participation 

with the mission of the Father. His actions provide us as 

Christians with a helpful example of how we might set 
about the process of discerning what God is doing in our 
community and how we as individuals and congregations 
might meaningfully join in. But it is not just the fact Jesus 
walked that matters. The way he walked is also significant. 
The walking by Jesus was more than simply a means of 
transportation; we can see his willingness to be interrupted. 
This is what it means to “walk in the streets” like Jesus. 
Reproducing requires not only walking, but intentionality 
about where we walk to interact with those in need. In Mark 
1:16, 17, you can read more about the power of Jesus 
walking in villages, streets, and along the seashore. 

4. Jesus knew his context.
The Lord refused to live his life among the righteous, 

the affluent, or the synagogue crowd. He understands the 
sinner, the suffering, the hardships, and the dangers of 
hanging with the spiritual elites. Jesus encounters people 
in their real condition of despair, unbelief, and rejection of 
the so-called spiritual leaders who love to be seen by the 
multitudes. Jesus intentionally seeks out the outcast who 
lives in solitude by a well, on a housetop, near the tombs, or 
up a tree. Imagine a rabbi letting an unclean woman touch 
him! Jesus knew the context of people’s lives and how much 
they needed him according to John 8:3, 4. 

5. Jesus trusted the Father for the results.
Jesus did not always get the immediate results most 

of us would hope for or even expect if we successfully 
managed to discern God’s mission in the community. This 
is evidenced by a series of rejections in his hometown of 
Nazareth by his own family and friends, later on by the 
multitudes who forsook him when miracles no longer 
were the standard for him, and finally by the adoring 
crowds in Jerusalem who five days later would cry out 
for his crucifixion. Jesus trusted in God’s plan for his life 
and for the harvest. He knew there was a day when his 
REPRODUCING LIFE would gain victory at the resurrection 
and be legitimized by the Pentecostal explosion of growth 
in the church. As a minister, I decided long ago that I will 
not allow healings, miracles, crowds, prophecies, or even 
spiritual charlatans to detour my trust in God for my life and 
my ministry. As evidenced by 2 Timothy 1:12, we must be 
confident in who called us and why.

Conclusion 
The great spiritual giant and founder of The Navigators, 

Dawson Trotman, once delivered a powerful message 
entitled “Born to Reproduce.”² In the message, he listed five 
things that can hinder you in the harvest from reproducing. 
He listed them as “Unrepentant sin in your life, spiritual 
or emotional immaturity, lack of communion with God, 
self-focused as a church or believer, and failure to become 
a parenting church.” If we are to have a Reproducing Life, 
then we must examine these five areas to see if we need to 
address one of these vital areas that is hindering the life of 
Christ in us.

If we correctly interpret this 
beautiful passage of Scripture, 
if we have any evidence of faith, 
love, hope, truth, prayer, and 
spiritual understanding, then 
we must embrace as believers 
REPRODUCING LIFE.  

2 Dawson Trotman, Born to Reproduce (Colorado Springs, CO: Nav Press, 1955), 
http://www.discipleshiplibrary.com/pdfs/AA094.pdf.



Are you living in expectancy? What does that even mean? 
An expectant mother waits on the birth of her child. She fi nds 
out she is expecting and starts getting things ready for the 
baby. Excitement and anticipation increase. She is told an 
approximate due date, told what to look for when the time 
comes, but she knows she will have to wait several months 
before the baby arrives. Even so, she plans as she waits. 
We are to work as we wait. The harvest is ready, and Jesus 
is coming. Living in expectancy is simply, “Working with an 
attitude of anticipation.”

Another example of living in expectancy is an engaged 
couple. They have an upcoming wedding. They have set the 
date, sent out invitations, and decided on a venue: church, 
beach, or backyard. They also choose the colors, music, size of 
the cake, fl owers, and where to spend their honeymoon. The 
list goes on and on. They work and live in expectancy. They 
are excited and can hardly wait until the time arrives. 

Finally, it is the day they have been expecting! The 
bride is dressed in her fl awless wedding garments, and the 
groom is dressed in his fi nest suit. Those they have invited are 
assembled! The groom sees his bride, and his heart overfl ows 
with love. She joins him where he stands. She knows this is the 
man she has longed for, knows their love will last forever. This 
is the way we feel about our bridegroom, Jesus Christ. As his 
bride, we long to be with him and to live with him forever. And 
we want others to live with him forever, also.

What are believers in Jesus Christ admonished to do? We 
are told by the Lord Jesus himself that we are to be ready, and 
we are to work. This means that we are to go into the highways 
and hedges to win the lost in expectation of his promised 
appearance. Listen to his words as Matthew writes, “Watch 
therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 
Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not 
the Son of man cometh” (Matthew 24:42, 44). We are to live 
and work as though he could come any day or any time. 

Even though we do not know the day or the hour, we 
know that he is coming. We have been assured of this by what 
our Lord said before he went to the cross. In the Gospel of 
John, Jesus said, “In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also” (John 14:2, 3). Jesus has returned to the Father in heaven 
and prepared a place for us, and now we who belong to him 
are working and waiting as we look for him to return and take 
us to that place he made ready for us. 

As he was leaving, the disciples stood looking up into 
heaven watching him as he disappeared out of their view. They 
stood there staring until they were interrupted by two men 
who asked them, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing 
into heaven? This same Jesus, Who was caught away and lifted 
up from among you into heaven, will return in [just] the same 
way in which you saw Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11 AMP). 

Charlene Gray and her husband live in McKinney, Texas. Charlene was called into the ministry in the early 
80s and loves to preach and teach the Word of God. She was active in the Jonesboro, Arkansas, Church of 
God of Prophecy for more than 25 years and was part of the Arkansas state women’s ministry team. She is 
currently involved in the prayer ministry of her local church in Plano, Texas.
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The Father has set the date for his Son’s return. The Father 
will send his Son to get his bride, the church, and it will be 
right on schedule just as it was when the Messiah came the 
fi rst time. Paul said in Galatians 4:4, “But when the fulness of 
time was come, God sent forth his Son.”

Since we know that he can return at any moment, we 
should continue to look diligently for his appearance. Most of 
all, we should all be working to carry out the orders he left for 
us. The early church continued to expect his return and to talk 
about his soon return even though they did not see it in their 
lifetime. His return was central to their thinking and everyday 
lives. But they worked as they waited. 

There were scoffers or mockers who began to question 
whether he would return at all. Peter warned the church in 
his second epistle concerning the people who would come 
in the last days; people who would be scoffers and walk 
after their own fl eshly desires. He said they would begin to 
question, “Where is the promise of his coming? for since the 

fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the 
beginning of the creation.” Peter goes on to say, “For this 
they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the 
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water 
and in the water: Whereby the world that then was, being 
overfl owed with water, perished: But the heavens and the 
earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, 
reserved unto fi re against the day of judgment and perdition 
of ungodly men” (2 Peter 3:3–7).

Peter is not fi nished. He writes about God’s viewpoint of 
time, and how he is not slow or slack concerning his promises, 
but in actuality the timing demonstrates how longsuffering 
and extraordinarily patient he is toward us; and the reason 
for this is that he is not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance. Peter then gives a strong 
statement, “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night, in which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also 
and the works that are therein shall be burned up” (v. 10). 

Peter asks a sobering question in 2 Peter 3:11, 12: 
“Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation 
and godliness, Looking for and hasting unto the coming of 
the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fi re shall be 

dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?” 
Peter emphasizes that believers in Christ and children of 
God are to live in expectation of what is going to take place 
after Jesus comes. Peter says, “Nevertheless we, according to 
his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness" (v. 13).

As the body of Christ, this is the attitude we are to have as 
we look at all of the things that are happening in the church, 
our nation, and the world. All of these things point clearly 
to the soon return of our Lord. In light of what Peter wrote 
and especially what our Lord Jesus said, we are to prepare 
ourselves and live in a state of readiness. The time is at hand. 
There will be a shout go forth, “Behold the bridegroom 
cometh, go ye out to meet him!” John writes in Revelation 19:7, 
“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself 
ready.” Finally, Matthew 25:10 warns us, “And they that were 
ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.” 

Christian songwriters Jason Ingram, Chris Tomlin, and Jess 
Cates penned a 2015 song that should be our anthem:

All of creation,
All of the earth,
Make straight a highway,
A path for the Lord;
Jesus is coming soon.

Call back the sinner,
Wake up the saint;
Let every nation
Shout of Your fame;
Jesus is coming soon.

Like a bride
Waiting for her groom,
We'll be a church
Ready for You;
Every heart longing for our King,
We sing
Even so come,
Lord Jesus come.

There will be justice,
All will be new;
Your name forever,
Faithful and true;
Jesus is coming soon.

So we wait,
We wait for You;
God we wait;
You're coming soon.

(Passion’s “Even So Come”)

Even though we do not 
know the day or the 
hour, we know that he 
is coming. 
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In 1994, the Holy Spirit clearly and openly instructed 
the Church of God of Prophecy to “turn to the harvest.” 
This was a critical turning point for our movement. God 
had spoken to us, and his call would direct us through 
the years. The changes the Church of God of Prophecy 
has experienced since then have become a glorious 
testimony of what a word from the Lord can do. 

We have seen in a myriad of ways that this Church 
is aligned with God’s harvest priority. One simple result 
of that alignment has been a growth in our global 
ministry, resulting in a worldwide membership four 
times that of 1994. Today the leadership of this family of 
ministries feels that God’s “Harvest Call” continues to be 
our central mandate. It has neither been rescinded nor 
completely fulfi lled; indeed it cannot be until all have 
heard. 

We can honor God’s Harvest Call by our work. We 
will rise up and build a great house on the foundation 
the Lord has laid. To do that, we will do the following:

• Nurture strong local churches
• Plant new churches
• Attend to the young harvest call
• Embrace mission participation

Nurture Strong Local Churches
Growth happens at the local church level. Converts 

are baptized, members are received, communion is 
observed, and discipleship takes place at a healthy 
local church. As the local church is directed, so is the 
entire Church of God of Prophecy. 

The New Testament repeatedly emphasizes the 
importance of the local church. In fact, it was the pattern 
of Paul’s ministry to establish local congregations in the 
cities where he preached the gospel. Hebrews 10:24, 
25 (NASB) commands every believer to be a part of 
such a local body and reveals why this is necessary: It 
is only in the local body that there can be the level of 
intimacy required to carefully provoke fellow-believers 
“to love and good deeds.” And it is only in this setting 
that we can encourage one another. Congregations 
and their pastors must be fostered, nourished, and 
encouraged. 

Without sustaining strong, vibrant, local churches, 
our future as a movement will be in jeopardy. We must 
be challenged to fi nd new and effective ways to nurture 
strong local churches and pursue specifi c goals and 
objectives. 

Plant New Churches 
Church planting is biblical (Acts 1:8; 11:19–30; 

13:1–3; 14:21–23). The fi rst verses of Acts 13 mention 
fi ve leaders from the church at Antioch who started 
nine churches and literally changed their world. It is 

Moving Toward   the Harvest



interesting to observe that these fi ve men were very 
different. They came from diverse backgrounds of 
education and training, ethnicity, experience, economic 
status, religious traditions, and lifestyles. 

Church planting started with the disciples of the 
fi rst century. Church planting is a typical Church of God 
of Prophecy action. Even when church planting wasn’t a 
popular term, we were planting churches. More than a 
denomination, it can be said that the Church of God of 
Prophecy is a church-planting movement. Church planting 
has been in our DNA since the beginning. This is how the 
church gained presence in more than 135 nations, where 
an average of two churches are planted daily. 

When the Great Commission says, “Go ye into 
all the world and make disciples of all nations” (Mark 
16:15), it literally demands that we go and plant bodies 
of believers, communities of faith, where lost and 
bound people can be healed, delivered, restored, and 
empowered as ambassadors of Christ. Church planting 
is the unique ministry that did all of this throughout 
Christian history. 

The apostle Paul said, “My one ambition is to 
proclaim the gospel where the name of Christ is not 
known, lest I build on someone else’s foundation” 
(Romans 15:20). The New Testament church was very 
aggressive in planting churches. We must continue to 
plant new churches and establish specifi c goals and 
objectives to accomplish this. 

Attend to the Young Harvest
Pastors are change agents. They are hungry to lead 

a congregation into a transformation that will bring 
great harvesting, excellent ministry, and maximum 
community revival and impact. Of course, as pastors 
pray and strive for this, many of them get distracted 
by other demands and expectations. But the desire for 
deep and genuine change never goes away for a God-
called pastor. Pastors who are hungry for revival (deep 
change) remember that revival through the ages has 
nearly always included the young. 

Most often, revival begins with the young because 
they seem more willing to respond, have less fear of 
other people’s expectations, and can be more sensitive 
to the fear of God, conviction, and his call to them. 
Youth, by nature, are more spiritually ready, even 
seeking spiritual solutions without as much baggage 
toward religious involvement. “And let us consider how 
to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not 
forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, 
as you see the day drawing near.”

Pastors who want to make disciples that will join in 
changing a community should not overlook the young. 
Youth and children are willing to learn, to grow, to be 
taught, and to try new experiences. While it may be 
hard to fi nd those in the ranks of adults ready to leave 
their nets and follow in discipleship, there is a much 
higher number of youth ready and willing to commit to 
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a cause. With that in mind, the youth of your church may 
be the spark plug that will ignite the fi re for your entire 
congregation to join. Church leader, ministering to young 
people is key to dynamic change and ministry for which 
you have been searching. A plurality of leaders in the 
Church of God of Prophecy feels God is speaking to us to 
reach out more effectively to the young harvest now! 

Mission Participation 
A margin is the blank border of a printed page. 

When something is marginal, it is neither central nor 
signifi cant. Evangelism that spreads the message of 
God’s eternal rescue, from wherever believers in Christ 
are to the farthest places and people of the world, is 
the opposite of marginal; it is at the center of divine 
signifi cance. God wants every person, everywhere, to be 
reached with his life-altering message of salvation. 

Our vision of what God desires for human beings 
is not limited by personality, geography, nationality, 
language, culture, race, education, income, or religion. 
Its scope is universal, its reach is global, its intent is 
world encompassing, its perspective is personal, and 
its purpose is transformational. Participation in the 
mission is at the core of biblical faithfulness. We believe 
that following Christ today means embracing a Christ-
centered approach to evangelism that sees Jesus as the 
model for our evangelistic ministry. 

Empowered by the continuing experience of 
Christ’s personal and powerful presence, we proclaim 
him to all people with the Spirit’s anointing, the Father’s 
express approval, in spoken words, and in acts of mercy 
and power. Participation in the mission is urgent. Our 
Pentecostal forefathers in the early twentieth century 
interpreted the supernatural phenomena accompanying 
the Spirit’s outpouring as indicators of the end-time 
restoration of New Testament apostolic power for world 
evangelization.

With the belief that Jesus would soon return, 
many of these missionary pioneers left their homes for 
distant lands with little in the way of needed fi nancial 
support, or language/cultural preparation. We, their 
spiritual children, still believe that the promise of 
Christ’s coming demands we take the whole Gospel 
to the entire world using all means available, urgently, 
sacrifi cially, and cooperatively. 

Multi-faceted mission involvement is essential to the 
growth of strong healthy churches. Individual members 
of growing congregations see evangelism and witness 
as biblical imperatives that impact their lifestyles outside 
the four walls of their buildings. Congregational leaders 
mobilize the members to pray for missionaries and 
the global spread of the message of Jesus. They make 
special effort to support the sharing of the Good News 
of Christ in their neighborhoods and around the globe. 
These members prioritize time and giving so that the 
message of God’s love is taken to people in other parts 
of the world—Los Angeles to Nicaragua, Indonesia to 
New Zealand, and Congo Brazzaville, and Azerbaijan, 
Peru, Dominica, and on and on. These members know 
missionaries, personally, and they see themselves 
as missionaries living purposefully, generously, and 
sacrifi cially, so Jesus will be known everywhere. 

Mission participation embraces the reality that the 
Church of God of Prophecy is a missionary movement, 
and our priority has always been missions. Emil 
Brunner’s observation is not an exaggeration for us: “As 
fi re is to burning, so missions is to the church.”

This issue of the White Wing Messenger is 
dedicated to proclaiming that the harvest of souls is 
this Church’s work. It is our second core value and the 
burden of our hearts. Each of us should recommit to 
fully realize and make central this God-called core value. 
It is crucial that we stay on course to reap the great 
harvest of God. May each local church be so consumed 
with this passion they align every activity to the harvest 
and focus every resource on reaching the lost!
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Even though we do not 
know the day or the 
hour, we know that he 
is coming. 
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Life gets awfully complicated sometimes. We 
have many responsibilities. These responsibilities 
can vary depending on your life situation or even 
your demographic situation, but the truth remains—
the responsibilities never end. However, when we 
boil everything down to only the most essential and 
important pieces of life, many of our “important” 
responsibilities seem to slide farther and farther down 
our priority list. But as we dwindle away the things that 
are least important, certainly PEOPLE will always remain 
extremely high on the priority list.

As I’ve pondered my own priority list, I’ve had to 
ask myself, “How do my priorities line up with God’s 
priorities?” It’s a question we all should ask ourselves 
from time to time. And as I peer into the pages of the 
Bible, I see a priority that continually rises to the top of 
God’s list—PEOPLE.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• How important are people to your everyday life?
• What if you were alone, with no one else around, 

for an entire month? How would your life change?
• Have you ever felt alone, even in the midst of 

many people? Why?
• Who has infl uenced your life the most?
• Who are you infl uencing for Christ? How?

Genesis tells us the story of creation. Within this 
creation narrative, we see God creating life—lots of 
life. And it’s all good. He creates trees and plants and 
animals. He creates the stars and the sun and the moon. 
He creates everything we touch, taste, see, hear, and 
smell. But none of these things were the pinnacle of his 
creation. He saved that for last.

After creating all these wonderful things we see, 
hear, smell, taste, and touch, God had one more 
creation in store. Genesis 1:26-31(NIV) tells us:

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in 
our image, in our likeness, so that they may 
rule over the fi sh in the sea and the birds 
in the sky, over the livestock and all the 
wild animals, and over all the creatures that 
move along the ground.”

So God created mankind in his own image, 
in the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them.

God blessed them and said to them, “Be 
fruitful and increase in number; fi ll the 
earth and subdue it. Rule over the fi sh in 
the sea and the birds in the sky and over 
every living creature that moves on the 
ground.”

It's All About      
   People
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Then God said, “I give you every seed-
bearing plant on the face of the whole earth 
and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. 
They will be yours for food. And to all the 
beasts of the earth and all the birds in the 
sky and all the creatures that move along 
the ground—everything that has the breath 
of life in it—I give every green plant for 
food.” And it was so.

God saw all that he had made, and it was 
very good. And there was evening, and 
there was morning—the sixth day.

A few things should be noted that point out 
how special humans were over all God’s other good 
creations:

1. They were made “in his own image.” Nothing 
else was made in God’s image.

2. God blessed them.
3. All plants, trees, and fruit were given to them.
4. God put them over the rest of creation (“subdue 

it” and “rule over it”).
5. After creating all other things, God called them 

“good,” but after creating humans, God called 
his creation, “very good.”

We can see from the very beginning of creation, 
God had humans in a special place. He didn’t create 
humans for the world; he created the world for humans. 
This affection for his special creation is seen throughout 
his relationship with humanity over the course of human 
history.

“So, how does this relate to the harvest?” you might 
ask. This brings us to our key text relating to this core 
value of our movement, found in Matthew 9:38 (NIV): 

“Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to 
send out workers into his harvest fi eld.”

The word harvest isn’t typically used to refer 
to people. More often, it refers to crops, obviously. 
It can cause us to think of abundance, fi nances, or 
provision. When we have a harvest, it is easy to lean 
toward the physical, substantial, and monetary modes 
of understanding. But Jesus had something totally 
different in mind in this passage. In fact, it’s the very 
thing that Jesus had in mind at almost all times—
PEOPLE. If only we could get the mind of Jesus!

The harvest is PEOPLE. And to obtain the harvest 
(PEOPLE), we need harvesters (also PEOPLE!).

To more fully understand these words from Jesus, we 
should see it in context. Read Matthew 9:35-38 (NIV):

Jesus went through all the towns and 
villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom 

and healing every disease and sickness. 
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion 
on them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord 
of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers 
into his harvest fi eld.”

Read those verses again, and note every word that 
points us to a person or a gathering of people (towns, 
villages, synagogues, crowds, sheep, harvest).

In these verses, Matthew is showcasing Jesus’ ministry 
to people, noting how Jesus saw them, “harassed and 
helpless,” and had compassion on them. But Jesus’ words 
should be studied carefully. They are easily overlooked or 
misunderstood.

So often we hear people asking us to pray for the 
harvest. Pray for the lost. Pray for God to reach all those 
who do not know him. Certainly this is a necessity. We 
must pray such things. But this is not what Jesus asked his 
disciples to do in this passage.

Look again. What exactly did Jesus ask his disciples to 
pray for in verse 38?

The harvest was already there. Jesus did not tell his 
disciples to pray for the harvest to become plentiful—it 
was already plentiful! The problem was not in the harvest—
the problem was in the lack of workers. So Jesus told his 
disciples they needed to pray for more workers so the 
harvest could be fully obtained!

There is no lack of people looking for a savior in our 
world. Everywhere we turn, in every corner of the earth, 
you’ll fi nd people looking for a savior. Unfortunately, they 
often fi nd a false god—a false savior. We must pray for 
laborers! God is calling people to reach people. 

The Church of God of Prophecy has made this a core 
value for obvious reasons. We want to see the harvest. We 
want to send the workers. We want to fulfi ll the mandate. 
To do so, we emphasize prayer, which we’ve already 
covered. We also emphasize Leadership Development, in 
an effort to help train those workers who are called to the 
ripened harvest fi elds. And we emphasize people—it’s all 
about people. 

In our effort to reach the harvest, we have emphasized 
a few major ideas.

PLANTING CHURCHES
As we seek to fulfi ll the biblical mandate of reaching 

the harvest, the Church of God of Prophecy has 
emphasized a global strategy for planting churches. 
Around the globe, new churches are organized and 
set into motion daily. Not only is it part of our modern 
strategies, but it has been part of our identity from our 
very beginnings. It’s why the movement was able to grow 



from just a small gathering of people to a movement of 
millions that now spans the globe.

From our earliest moments, leaders travelled from town 
to town, holding ministry events and seeking to establish 
new churches in unchurched areas. A.J. Tomlinson was 
perhaps at the forefront of this emphasis, as he travelled 
not only in North America, but even globally as the travel of 
his day allowed, helping to plan churches in many different 
areas. Today that global emphasis on planting churches is 
still heavy on the hearts of our leaders around the globe 
where we see leaders being trained and released to further 
advance the kingdom of God.

YOUNG HARVEST
If any movement hopes to stand the test of time, 

it must have future leaders to carry the torch into the 
next generation. If a movement fails to raise up the next 
generation, that movement will slowly age and eventually 
die. The Church of God of Prophecy is committed to not only 
survive, but to thrive, as we seek to train and release the next 
generation of God’s world changers.

Within our International Offi ces, we have a Youth 
Ministries department as well as a Children’s Ministries 
department. These have been led by gifted and anointed 
men and women of God over the years, each one with 
unique talents and gifts that have blessed the people of 
God. While these departments certainly reach the next 
generation from a very young age, they often focus on 
training those who minister to these young ones in the local 
church. Through conferences, in-person trainings, online 
programs, and training curriculum, resources are available in 
many different languages to help further the development 
of those seeking to reach and release the future of of our 
movement.

CONCLUSION
We often talk about church as a building or a place. It 

is the place we go to gather with God’s people. But Jesus 
never meant for us to consider church as a place. In the 
New Testament, the word often used for church is ekklesia, 
which simply means “a called out assembly.” The church 
is not a place or a building—the church is a people called 
out. What are we called out for? We are called out to reach 
the unreached. We are called out to live holy lives that will 
minister to the unholy. We are called out to reap the harvest 
that is ripe. We are called out to be the workers needed to 
reap that ripened harvest. We are called to remember one 
simple truth: it’s all about people.

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 
that ye should shew forth the praises of him 
who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light (1 Peter 2:9).

20      WWM  FEB RUA RY  202 2



WWM  FEB RUA RY  202 2      21

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and healing every 
disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion on them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without 
a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The 
harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask 
the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest fi eld” 
(Matthew 9:35-38 NIV).

AM I A CHURCH PLANTER?
As you continue to study the core values of the Church of 

God of Prophecy, particularly the interest in church planting, 
perhaps you’re feeling the nudge of the Holy Spirit to plant a 
church. Below you’ll fi nd questions that might prove helpful 
in determining if the Lord is calling you to plant a church.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

• Is my primary motivation for considering church 
planting the glory of God and the salvation of people?

• Do I believe church planting is God’s way to 
accomplish his will and advance his kingdom?

• Do I share the gospel with non-believers on a regular 
basis?

• Can I point to people who have made professions of 
faith as a result of my witness?

• Have I had enough exposure to church planting that I 
know what the life of a church planter is like?

• Have I heard God’s call to church planting?

• Am I willing to obtain the training needed to be an 
effective church planter?

• Do I associate with other church planters?

• Do I relate to and like being around unchurched, 
unsaved people?

• Is my spouse and family enthusiastic about church 
planting?

• Do I have the discipline necessary to be a leader above 
reproach?

• Am I organized enough to encourage others to follow 
my leadership?

• Have I developed a comprehensive vision of the kind 
of church I want to plant?

• Am I considered someone who is humble, teachable, 
and patient?

• Does my presiding bishop tell me church planting is a 
right fi t for me? 



Kathy Creasy served as the International Children’s Ministry Director of the Church of God of Prophecy 
from 1992 until 2017 when she was appointed COGOP Executive Director of Leadership Development and 
Discipleship. She earned a Master of Science in Early Childhood Education. She also has a certificate in 
Children’s Ministry from Lancaster Bible University. Kathy’s passion is to work with God in developing leaders.

KATHRYN CREASY, MEd | LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT AND DISCIPLESHIP EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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And he must needs go through Samaria (John 4:4).
John 4:3 tells us that Jesus left Judea (Jerusalem, 

Bethany) and began his journey to Galilee (Nazareth, Cana, 
Capernaum). The most direct route from Judea to Galilee 
was through the land of Samaria. But Samaria was the land 
of the Israelite people who had rebelled against the reign of 
Rehoboam, King David’s grandson. They had developed their 
own forms of worship including the worship of idols. They 
could no longer trace their lineage to the sons of Jacob. The 
Jews considered the Samaritans “unclean” and refused to 
have any dealings with them (John 4:9).

But John 4:4 says that Jesus HAD to go through Samaria. 
Why did Jesus HAVE to go through Samaria? I believe that 
Jesus’ disciples presumed that Jesus HAD to go through 
Samaria because it was the shortest distance between two 
points. Why else would he have chosen to go into the land of 
a people with whom the Jews refused to have dealings? 

I believe Jesus HAD to go through Samaria but NOT 
because it was the shortest distance between two points. I 
believe there was such a great awareness of the harvest that 
needed to be reaped in that place that he could not have 
taken any other route. 

The disciples hadn’t even considered that a harvest could 
be found in Samaria. For the disciples, traveling through 
Samaria was simply a means to an end.  But Jesus said to his 
disciples concerning their journey through Samaria, “Lift up 
your eyes, and look on the fi elds” (v. 35). In other words, “Be 
aware of the signifi cance of the harvest that is before you.”

In your neighborhood, community, region, and nation, 
there is a Samaria. In fact, there are many Samarias. There are 
people—children, youth, families, elderly, homeless, and more—
living in relationships, in circumstances, in lifestyles that are 
broken, hopeless, and unclean. However, we can easily be as 
the disciples were—unaware of the harvest. Or we can be as the 
Jewish people were—unwilling to go to that harvest.

Kathy Creasy served as the International Children’s Ministry Director of the Church of God of Prophecy 

JESUS HAD TO GO 

THROUGH
SAMARIA



WWM  FEB RUA RY  202 2      23

What was Jesus’ response to the harvest?

1. Intentionality 
Jesus did not aimlessly arrive in Samaria. The Scripture 

says that “he must needs go through Samaria.” He intentionally 
went to the harvest. We must be intentional. We must seek 
the Lord to know what Samaria we are to travel to. We must 
intentionally develop strategies for reaching that Samaria. 
Then we must act—providing ministry that reaches those in the 
Samaria God has called us to.

2. Faith-fi lled Courage
When Jesus HAD to go through Samaria, he recognized 

that there were major obstacles to his reaping a harvest of 
believers there—the disciples’ apathy, racial prejudice, false 

religions, and the bondage of sin. But that did not keep him 
from going through Samaria. In fact, that made his journey into 
Samaria even more pressing.

There are major obstacles to reaping a harvest in today’s 
Samarias as well—poverty, addiction, violence, perversion, 
racial prejudice, unbelief, and the apathy of the body of Christ. 

These obstacles are designed by the enemy to cause the body 
of Christ to withdraw in fear, discouragement, and/or apathy. 
But God’s desire is for us to lean into him, to depend upon him 
to reveal strategies that will break through these obstacles and 
reach the most unreachable.

God’s desire is for individuals and congregations to rise up 
in faith and courage to do what he has placed within our hearts. 

3. Anointed Ministry
Isaiah 61:1–3 says, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 

because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings 
unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort 
all that mourn; To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to 
give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.”

Yes, the Samaria that God is calling us to travel through 
is Satan’s territory—a place of brokenness, bondage, sadness, 
despair. But the anointing of the Lord that is upon us can break 
the yoke. Isaiah 10:27 says, “And it shall come to pass in that 
day; that his burden shall be taken away from off thy shoulder, 
and his yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed 
because of the anointing.”

There is a Samaria for every believer, for every local 
congregation. It is a place that Jesus “must needs” travel 
through. And he invites us, his disciples, to come along with 
him so that we can share in the joy of reaping the harvest.

In your neighborhood, 
community, region, and 
nation, there is a Samaria.

What was Jesus’ response to the harvest?

1. Intentionality 
Jesus did not aimlessly arrive in Samaria. The Scripture 

These obstacles are designed by the enemy to cause the body 
of Christ to withdraw in fear, discouragement, and/or apathy. 
But God’s desire is for us to lean into him, to depend upon him 
to reveal strategies that will break through these obstacles and 
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In November 2018, International Children’s 
Ministries conducted an International Institute of 
Children’s Ministries in San Juan Opico, El Salvador. 
Fifty-six participants came together for an intense series 
of workshops that presented instruction on the biblical 
foundations of children’s ministry, leading children to 
Christ, constructing a Bible lesson, and developing a 
discipleship plan. Little did we know at the time, but this 
training would open the door to the most ambitious 
mission giving project undertaken by the ministry. 

El Salvador has been called the most violent country 
in Latin America. Its murder rate is the highest in the 
region. According to the United Nations, on average, 40 
children are killed every month, the victims of poverty, 
civil war, and natural catastrophes. A staggering 1.8 
million children are a part of the nation’s workforce. 
Four out of ten children live in poverty with over half 
of all children surviving on less than $1.25 per day. As 
COGOP National Overseer Bishop Ishmael Ticas has 
said, “The only hope for El Salvador’s future is to reach 
the next generation with the gospel.”

On the fi nal day of training, while transporting the 
teaching team to their meeting venue, Bishop Ticas 
shared about his vision for children’s ministry and the 
outreach program the national offi ce was implementing 
throughout the nation’s local churches. He explained 
that local ministries were operating “Centers of 
Learning” where children could receive tutoring, meals, 
recreational activities, trade skills development, and 
discipleship lessons. At the time, he reported that 125 
of these outreach sites were operating, with seven 
churches serving more than 2,000 children daily, and 
an additional 118 churches serving 2,500 children 
each weekend. “I am going to change the nation of El 
Salvador,” said Bishop Ticas, “and I am going to do so 
one child at a time.” 

This report seemed unbelievable to the team but 
was witnessed fi rsthand on a follow-up trip by Bishop 
Shaun McKinley, international director of Children’s 
Ministries, in January 2019, as well as others when 
visiting the multiple sites. Furthermore, the team learned 
that this incredible Church of God of Prophecy outreach 
ministry was fully funded by the government and outside 
mission organizations! 

While on this trip, two pressing needs were 
identifi ed. First, each location was at capacity, and 
the possibility to double the reach of these programs 
was possible. Second, requirements by the partnering 
organizations meant that several key locations would 
need to upgrade or expand their facilities to ensure 
funding of the programs continued. 

In May of 2019, KidServe (formerly known as 
Helping Hands for Kids) announced Project Build-A-
School, a mission giving opportunity for local children’s 
ministries to support construction and expansion 
programs for the work in El Salvador. As stated earlier, 
the goal of $100,000.00 would be the most ambitious 
project ever undertaken by the ministry. In the 
ministry’s 15 years of mission giving support, more than 
$70,000.00 had been collected for 15 project enabling 
outreach ministries in nations such as Indonesia, Kenya, 
Peru, and the Czech Republic. 

On June 27, 2019, the fi rst Build-A-School offering 
was received in the amount of $521.25. In December 
2021, representatives from International Children’s 
Ministries traveled to El Salvador to celebrate the 
completion of the fundraising aspect of the project and 
tour 11 of the school sites. To date, three sites have been 
completed with work beginning on a fourth site.  

BISHOP SHAUN MCKINLEY, PhD | INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S MINISTRY DIRECTOR

KidServe’s Project Build-A-School:

Mission Completed



Hacienda Melara
Hacienda Melara is still a new church. It was 

established only three years ago. After another non-
COGOP congregation lost their certifi cation, their school 
was relocated to this local congregation. The church 
agreed to take on the responsibility of the school, seeing 
an opportunity to serve their community’s children and 

families. As with every stop on their visit, International 
Children’s Ministries Director Shaun McKinley and KidServe 
Coordinator Michelle Brooks-Young greeted the children 
and parents that had gathered and participated in worship 
led by the children. At each stop, the two also prayed over 
each school’s staff.
La Libertad

More than 225 children are served at the CDI Trinidad 
school at La Libertad COGOP.

On the recent site visit, the children ministered in song 
and dance to welcome their guests.

San Bias

More than 261 children are served daily at the Rays 
of Hope School operated by the San Bias COGOP. At 
this school, children participate in a rigorous discipleship 
program, as well as receive professional and skills 
development. During the pandemic, a highlight of the 
program was that each child was gifted with baby chicks 
and feed to start their own chicken farm. Not only were the 
children learning a skill, but the farm also provided families 
with a sustainable source for eggs and food. The team 
was also moved to learn that this congregation also works 
diligently to secure scholarships for promising students to 
attend university.
De Isla de Mendez

One hundred ninety-three children are served every 
day at the De Isla de Mendez COGOP School. One of 
the skills taught to these children is hammock weaving, 
which provides them with an immediate source of income 
for their families. In addition to the education programs 
offered, these children also receive medical services 
including dental, eye care, and wellness visits. Several of 
these children have also received critical surgeries through 
the school’s medical partnerships. On the day of the tour, 
the children were also receiving Christmas gifts purchased 
through the church and their partners. 
El Jaguey 

At the El Jaguey Church of God of Prophecy, more than 
250 children are served. At this visit, a full service was led by 
the children to include worship, special music, and a sermon 
from Matthew 19:14—all led by the children who are not 
only being educated at the school but in training to serve as 
ministers. 

Gotera
Returning to Gotera and a dream come true! KidServe 

Build-A-School funds helped complete this school that 
serves 150 children! At the Gotera Church of God of 
Prophecy, our fi rst completed Build-A-School site in El 
Salvador, funds helped complete construction of the site. 
Pastor Guzman is a man of vision and isn’t stopping soon. 
With the completion of this structure, he now has his sights 
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Hacienda Melara Church of God of Prophecy

Children and families gather at the Rays of Hope COGOP School 

Children and parents worship at the Hacienda Melara COGOP School

Bishop Ishmael Ticas greets those gathered at the Rays of Hope 
COGOP School

La Libertad Church of God 
of Prophecy

Children ministering in dance at 
La Libertad COGOP School 

Children praying at La Libertad COGOP School



on establishing the fi rst high school program in the 
COGOP in El Salvador.

San Francisco
The San Francisco Church of God of Prophecy 

serves 165 children daily in their school. When we asked 
how KidServe could help them, they had a short list 
of needs—windows to protect from the elements and 
secure their rooms, fans to circulate the air, and a water 
tank. Praise God, we were able to provide these items 
through the generous giving of our donors.

Throughout the pandemic, San Francisco didn’t 
stop serving. They distributed Bibles to children, food 
packets to the families, fertilizer to farming families, and 
PPE and sanitizers. They also provided the children with 
chickens and feed to provide a sustainable source of 
income and food. They provided wellness checks and 
health consultations for families. Through a partner, they 
also provided animal and pet vaccinations to students’ 
families. They provided extermination services to 
students’ homes as well.

But that’s not all! They now offer a monthly ministry 
time targeting parents. Recently they conducted 
workshops to the children in how to make laundry soap, 
safely make disinfectants for home, as well as how to 
make various jellies and marmalade.

Sports is also a key component of their programs. 
This year, the kids have learned skills in running/track 
and participated in athlete camps. But the best story is . . . 
none of the children had ever touched a basketball. They 
decided to teach them the sport and entered them in a 
competition. The team won—bringing home the trophy!

Hacienda Colombia
Hacienda Colombia School is the site of the 

largest Build-A-School location and project. Funds 
raised will build a brand-new school, cafeteria, offi ce, 

and dormitories for up to 500 children immediately. 
Earlier this year, International Children’s Ministries and 
the general presbyter purchased the school a new 
lawnmower to assist with upkeep of their current soccer 
fi eld. The fi eld is rented to various groups, and the church 
sells concessions during games as additional sources of 
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Gotera School under construction Central America General Presbyter 
Benjamin Feliz plays ping-pong 
with the children

Gotera School completed

Students and visitors to Gotera 
School

Worship with the Gotera School

Children welcome visitors to 
Gotera School

COGOP fl ag painted on school 
wall at Gotera 

San Francisco Church of God of 
Prophecy 

Fans, windows, & water tank purchased for the San Francisco COGOP

Children singing at the San 
Francisco COGOP

Site of Hacienda Colombia School

Lawnmower purchased for 
Hacienda Colombia 

Farm at Hacienda Colombia where 
children are learning to raise crops

Families and children gathered at site of Hacienda Colombia School



income. Hacienda Colombia will serve as the fl agship 
school for the program and potentially serve thousands 
of children with educational programs and the gospel.

El Plan de Pino
The Build-A-School tour ended in a fi tting way, 

touring the fi rst church visited nearly three years ago 
when assessing the needs in El Salvador. Los Esfuerzos 
Church of God of Prophecy at Plan de Pino needed two 
new classrooms to maintain funding for their school of 
300 children, serving 180 families.

The project is now completed, having funded the 
building of two impressive spaces for the children. Not 
only did this infusion secure the school’s future but also 
allowed for an additional nearby site of 150 children to 
be approved for the near future.

The team was blessed to also greet Joselyn Ramos, 
an orphaned student of the school that the team met 
on their initial tour. The church and school took on 
the responsibility of educating and caring for Joselyn 
after her parents died of renal failure, even assisting 
with funeral expenses. Today, Joselyn is serving the 
children of the school by teaching music while attending 
university with the assistance of the church. On the visit, 
a few of the school’s children, organized by Joselyn, led 
the small congregation in two worship songs, with the 
children also playing their instruments.

In addition to the new classrooms, they got to see 
the gifts purchased for all the children for Christmas, as 
well as the groceries prepared for each family.

International Children’s Ministries is grateful to 
Michelle Brooks-Young, KidServe volunteer coordinator, 
for her efforts to direct the various aspects of these 
projects. We are also incredibly grateful to the men, 
women, and children who supported this project 
through their faithfulness, commitment, and creativity in 
raising nearly $100,000.00!
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Children leading worship at El 
Plan de Pino Church of God of 
Prophecy

$20 in groceries provided each 
month for families of children at 
El Plan de Pino School

One of the new classrooms constructed at El Plan de Pino School

Christmas gifts purchased for 
children at El Plan de Pino School

Joselyn Ramos, an orphaned 
student of the school now 
attending university

Children gathered with their guests at El Plan de Pino School

National Overseer of El Salvador Bishop Ishmael Ticas received 
$100,000.00 from Bishop Shaun McKinley and KidServe Coordinator 
Michelle Brooks-Young at El Salvador National Congress, December 2021.

El Salvador National Director of Children’s Ministries Ruth Panameño 
de Pineda presents a  plaque of appreciation to Bishop Shaun McKinley 
and KidServe Coordinator Michelle Brooks-Young at El Salvador 
National Congress, December 2021.



Proverbs 29:18 teaches us that without vision, 
the people perish. Often the difference between a 
church that is surviving and one that is thriving is 
vision. A church with vision has a God-given focus 
whereas a church without vision is, for the most 
part, directionless. Vision helps to defi ne a church’s 
priorities, and those priorities are refl ected in the 
pulpit, the ministries, and the fi nances.

Good stewardship facilitates vision. We celebrate 
Jehovah Jireh, our provider. In his faithfulness, he 
provides the necessary resources to facilitate vision, 
but we are responsible for how we steward this 
provision. A budget serves as a strategic planning tool 
for those resources. As such, the budget becomes a 
refl ection of our vision.

A review of a church budget will reveal a great 
deal about a church. If the church values missions, 
children, youth, poor, etc., it will be refl ected in the 
budget. What is a budget? A budget is simply an 
advance plan for how tithes and offerings will be 
spent. Budgets are prepared in advance and refl ect 
the plan.  

A good budget considers past revenue and 
expense patterns. The look back is an opportunity 
to explore past trends in tithing, giving, expenses, 
ministry, and impact in an effort to identify trends and 
to evaluate effectiveness. 

A good budget also looks forward and provides 
leadership an opportunity to reevaluate allocation 
of funds. This reevaluation provides an opportunity 
to align expectations and allocations with vision. 
Based on history, what fi xed expenses can we expect 
to continue? Do we anticipate an increase in fi xed 
expenses? How about tithing and giving? Have they 
been trending up or down? What about ministries? 

Too often, we use our lack of resources as an 
excuse for ineffectiveness and a lack of planning. 

I have been told more than once that “we are just 
trying to keep the lights on.” That is admirable, but 
does it refl ect the heart of God for that church? 
Having pastored a small church, I sympathize with 
the pressure felt by our smaller churches. It is easy in 
those situations to focus on our lack rather than his 
abundance. It is easy to lose sight of our God-given 
vision. 

In Luke 5, Jesus was ministering on the shore of 
Lake Gennesaret when he noticed two boats that had 
been left at the shore by fi shermen. The fi shermen 
were washing their nets. Jesus boarded the boat 
that belonged to Peter and asked him to push out a 
bit from the shore. He then sat down and taught the 
people from the boat. When he fi nished teaching, he 
instructed the fi shermen to go out into the deep water 
for a catch of fi sh. Peter said that they had fi shed all 
night and did not catch anything, but they would do it 
because he said so.

They went back out with the same resources 
used to fi sh all night, but this time was different. They 
caught so many fi sh that their nets began to break. 
They called for the second boat, and soon both boats 
were full to the point of sinking with a great catch of 
fi sh. Their resources were no different, but they were 
fi shing at his direction and that made all the difference 
in the world.

We should be defi ned by his vision for us and not 
our abundance or lack of resources. Even a church 
with abundant resources will be ineffective if they 
have no vision. 

We need to hear his voice, and we need to make 
our plans based on his vision for us. The world needs 
churches that have heard his voice. Have you heard him?

Budget
Reflects Vision

BISHOP PAUL HOLT, MBA | FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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It is common practice to pray for lost souls and 
include at least one evangelistic outreach event on the 
church’s yearly calendar. It is part of our church tradition 
to bring awareness to the need for missionaries and 
evangelists willing to go where few are willing to go 
for the sake of reaching lost souls. The awareness of 
the harvest has not gone, and the desire to make the 
Good News known has not been exhausted, but maybe 
the personal responsibility of doing so has not been 
integrated into the congregational practice of evangelistic 
outreach.

There are two ways of visualizing the act of 
harvesting—communal and individual. The communal act 
of harvesting could be visualized as a team of laborers 
all holding one giant sickle as they swing up and down 
to reap the harvest, and collectively placing it in one 
enormous sack that all are holding. The individual act of 
harvesting could also be visualized as individual laborers 
with their own sickle and sack. Each one fi lls their own 
sack, and together they return it to the owner of the farm. 
Each method is useful and has its place in harvesting.

Street evangelism, prayer meetings, apologetics 
panels, distributing food, and coordinating clothes 
drives for the community are effective ways to spread the 
gospel. However, building personal relationships with 
individual members of the community is just as important 
as the big event-driven evangelistic strategies. Building 
a personal relationship requires being present and seen. 
It requires transparency and vulnerability. It requires 
allowing the person to see you as you are so that they 
may witness Christ through you and the fruit of the Spirit 
in you. As a person learns to trust you, they begin to trust 
your beliefs because they will know that your faith is a 
faith that is lived out with sincerity and humility. I believe 
it is not possible to build that level of trust by solely 
interacting as a group.

 Many non-believers are slow to trust the local 
pastor or the person speaking from the pulpit but 
might be more willing to trust the person sitting next 

to them in the pew. It is important for every believer to 
see themselves as a capable harvester. A local church 
identity is good. Each local church should develop its 
own mission and vision statement, but each individual 
believer should do the same. How do members of the 
local church view themselves? Do they see themselves 
as only capable of serving others when it is done as a 
church group, or within the four walls of the church?

I hope and pray that every believer can see 
themselves capable of serving, of planting seeds, and of 
harvesting in every setting and context. Most churches 
take on a single identity or role, but it is the individual 
member that is the church's most valuable resource in 
terms of reaching the entire community. The apostle
Paul states:

For though I am free from all men, I have 
made myself a servant to all, that I might 
win the more; and to the Jews I became as 
a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who 
are under the law, as under the law, that I 
might win those who are under the law; to 
those who are without law, as without law 
(not being without law toward God, but 
under law toward Christ), that I might win 
those who are without law; to the weak I 
became as weak, that I might win the weak. 
I have become all things to all men, that I 
might by all means save some 
(1 Corinthians 9:19–22 NKJV).

Paul is one person willing to assume different 
identities for the sake of saving souls. The local church 
may not be able to represent these multiple identities, 
but the church is fi lled with individuals who can.

There is value in harvesting in groups or as 
individuals. Each congregation is fi lled with members of 
various backgrounds and cultures. Each member should 
see themselves as a harvester for the sake of saving 
others.
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Bulgaria News Update 
One Child Fund 

Greetings from Bulgaria. We are very thankful for 
your love and concern for the Bulgarian orphanage 
ministry and the many poor kids. At the beginning 
of the school year, we bought sneakers and sport 
shoes of different sizes for the orphans and poor and 
needy kids. The children were gathered outside and 
changed their dirty and old shoes for new ones. Their 
joy was big. The ministers who were present to help 
with distribution were happy to see the joy in the kids’ 
eyes. It happened in the village of Septemvriizi. 

Testimonies 

When the children saw the sports shoes, they 
jumped with joy. One of the kids started kissing the 
sneakers and then hugged them. Another one of the 
children did not want to put them on so as not to soil 
them. All the children were very happy and blessed, 
and they told us, “Now we can go to school proud that 
we have good shoes.” 

Humanitarian Outreach 

In Sliven town, there are many poor kids who live 
in poverty that received packages with food from us. 
It was a big blessing for these who are rejected by the 
government, but God loves them with a big love. 

Thank you once again for your kind and generous 
support! God bless you abundantly! 

–Bishop Darin Ivanov
Bulgaria National Overseer

CATHY PAYNE, DMin | GLOBAL MISSIONS MINISTRIES COORDINATOR 
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Botswana Update
Botswana National Overseer Edison Mooketsane 

recently reported that the building project at the 
Khakhea Church is ongoing. Preliminary work has 
been done, but the church is still in need of walls.
Brother Edison said, “With the COVID-19 impact on 
manufacturing and supplies, it has been diffi cult to 
secure ready-made bricks. Our members in Khakhea 
took it upon themselves to mold the bricks and not wait 
for what would have been a much longer period. With 
this completed, we hope to have the walls completed 
in the next three months. 
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"The local pastor, Ms. Nani Legora, and the Khakhea 
members are encouraged and send their greetings and 
blessings. This church is very vibrant and, despite their 
needs, they have already planted another church which 
I was honored to offi cially launch in May 2021 with 19 
people taken in as members of the newly established 
church. Together, we are grateful for your continued 
prayer support." 




