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9:30 A.M.   PRE-SIMULCAST INTERVIEWS
Curriculum Editor Darren Schalk interviewed leaders from different departments of the 
International Offices: 

•	 Dr. Michael Hernandez, director of Accredited Ministry Development, discussed the 
Spirit and Life Seminary certificate program and other higher education options for 
COGOP leaders and members: Spirit and Life certificate program, a master’s program, 
and doctoral program. Spirit and Life is launching the certificate program fall 2020. 

•	 Cathy Payne, Global Missions coordinator, shared that the general presbyters partnered 
with Global Missions to create a global response to COVID-19 in an online webinar, 
available for viewing now. She discussed grieving with those who lost loved ones due 
to coronavirus and thanked those who contributed to funding to help support churches 
and families through Harvest Partners and the One Child Fund. October’s Mission Drive 
is “A Heart for the Nations.” More information to come.

•	 Darren Schalk thanked those who supported Heritage Ministries and Fields of the Wood.

•	 White Wing Messenger—The Messenger has been the official publication of the Church 
of God of Prophecy for 97 years. You can subscribe online or by phone.

•	 Bishop Kirk Rising, International Youth Ministry director, introduced the “One” digital 
youth conference to be held August 21–23, 2020. It will be broadcasted for 48 hours 
straight! Every continent can be involved. It will be available on Facebook, YouTube, and 
the YM website Oneconference.org.

•	 Bishop Shaun McKinley, International Children’s Ministry director, shared that this year, 
CGPKids is focusing on three priorities: Influencing the influencers, KidServe, and 
Holy Spirit baptism. They are continuing Project Build-a-School. An upcoming Caring 
Connection series begins in July, where kids can send letters/drawings to International 
Children’s Ministries to be distributed to retired ministers.

•	 Darren Schalk, Curriculum Editor —The copyright is now removed from the teachers’ 
guides. A brand new youth curriculum, “Seen,” is to be released in the fall.

•	 Kathy Creasy, executive director of LDD—Leadership Development’s plan for 2020 was 
to develop accessible content for pastors and ministry leaders so they can grow in their 
ministry area. “Developing Ministers” will be available online January 2021. They are 
collaborating with the general overseer’s office to make a free downloadable course 
called “Membership Matters.”  
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10:01 A.M.   OPENING WELCOME FROM THE NATIONS   
Video greetings were expressed by leaders representing 58 different countries, states, and regions.

10:05 A.M.   WORSHIP SONG—ROXANNE CORBETT AND 
WORSHIP TEAM 
“I’ll Give my Praise to You/ How Majestic”

10:09 A.M.   BAHAMA BRASS BAND  
Our highly treasured ambassadors, the Bahama Brass Band, played several selections and 
honored the late Bishop Romeo R. Ferguson, Sr., BBB national director for 24 years.

10:14 A.M.   CENTRAL AMERICA GREETING—GENERAL 
PRESBYTER BISHOP BENJAMIN FELIZ

Greetings from Mexico, Central America, and the Spanish-speaking Caribbean. Today, we 
celebrate two years of great victories in our area. As we gather here and through different 
platforms around the world, we give God the glory for thousands of new members added 
and hundreds of new churches organized during this assembly period 2018–2020. We 
congratulate all of those who completed their seminary degrees and encourage those who 
are pursuing theological studies.

Because the Bible teaches us to “Rejoice with those who rejoice and mourn with those 
who mourn,” at the end of this program we will be honoring the legacy and celebrating the 
lives of all Church of God of Prophecy members who went to be with the Lord during this 
pandemic. Some of them were bishops, pastors, leaders, and members who made possible 
everything we celebrate at this time.

I would like to commend the work of our national, state, regional, and district overseers 
for being there for our pastors and local churches. You have worked and given sacrificially 
to ensure that everyone in our church family is taken care of at this critical hour. I salute you 
and commend you for your leadership.
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I also want to recognize our pastors, who had to close their buildings but open their 
churches. It was exactly the closure of our buildings that caused all pastors and leaders 
to find innovative ways to reach their members, and without any training or adequate 
technology, continue to preach and minister by any means possible. Because the church is 
not a building and cannot be limited or defined by architecture, we are here today. Thank 
you, pastors, for caring for our most vulnerable members, for making sure that all of their 
needs were met, and for keeping the communication lines open.

To all the members and friends, thank you for your patience and understanding. For 
volunteering, for your financial support, for your commitment to this church when we need 
you the most. May God bless you and reward you according to His riches in glory.

I leave you with this verse from 1 Peter 5:10 (NKJV) “But may the God of all grace, who 
called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, 
establish, strengthen, and settle you.”

We have no changes in national appointments. That means that overseers who are 
currently serving in Mexico, Central America, and Spanish-speaking Caribbean are being 
appointed and will continue to serve in their respective countries until 2022. They will be 
receiving their appointment letters from the general overseer’s office. May God continue to 
bless you. Be safe, be wise.

10: 19 A.M.   NORTH AMERICA GREETING—GENERAL 
PRESBYTER BISHOP TIMOTHY COALTER  

Have you ever had a song get stuck in your head? While preparing to greet you today, my 
mind kept returning to the lyrics of an old song: “It feels so good just being here again; It 
feels so good feeling what I feel again; There’s just nothing I like better than God’s children 
gettin’ together; Feels so good just being here again.”

I have felt this way with the approach of each International Assembly since early childhood. 
There’s just nothing I like better than our global church family getting together. My wife 
and I, along with so many of you, are experiencing the deep regret of not being able to 
physically come together this year due to the global COVID-19 pandemic, but I’m thrilled 
that technology has made it possible for us to share in this virtual connection. Though we 
are apart, we are together.  
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During this pandemic, we were told everything we couldn’t do. We couldn’t travel, we 
couldn’t  eat in restaurants, we couldn’t visit our friends, we couldn’t attend to our relatives 
in the hospital, we couldn’t leave our homes, we couldn’t go to school, we couldn’t go to 
ballgames or participate in athletic events, and we couldn’t attend houses of worship. The 
list of things we couldn’t do was exhaustive.

But there are things we can do regardless of the conditions or circumstances that surround 
us. The writer of Hebrews 10 encourages us to do four things in verses 22–25 (NLT). “Let 
us go right into the presence of God with sincere hearts fully trusting him . . .. Let us hold 
tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his promise. 
Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. And let us not 
neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially 
now that the day of His return is drawing near.”

We can enter the presence of God. He is not quarantined: never has been, is not now, and 
never will be. He is accessible. We can go into His presence and trust Him with everything. 
We can hold tightly to hope because our hope is anchored in Him. We can be a positive 
influence on one another by encouraging acts of love and service. We can stay connected 
to one another for support, strength, and courage, especially now in the perilous times of 
these last days. I choose not to focus on can’t, but rather on can. “I can do (we can do) all 
things through Christ who strengthens me (and us)” (Philippians 4:13 NKJV).

As the North America general presbyter, I want to express my heartfelt appreciation to 
our pastors and local congregations. Throughout the pandemic, you were not paralyzed by 
what you couldn’t do, but focused instead on what you could do. You retooled to find new 
and creative means to do ministry, stepped up to the plate, and, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, you knocked it out of the park.

I especially want to recognize the state and regional bishops who serve with me in 
overseeing more than 1,700 pastors and local churches in North America. The leadership you 
have provided to your states/regions during these challenging days has been exceptional. 
Some were planning to retire or transition at this International Assembly; however, in light of 
the global crisis, I have asked them to continue with their present assignment until the 2022 
Assembly. Thereto, by the authority vested in me as the North America general presbyter, 
I now confirm the appointments of our 26 North America state and regional bishops. God 
bless you.  
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 10:24 A.M.   AMAZING GRACE VIDEO  
The hymn “Amazing Grace” was sung in seven languages by Church of God of Prophecy 
members from many countries. Video was produced by the Communications department of 
the International Offices with the assistance of the general presbyters and members from each 
of their areas. 

10:32 A.M.  VIDEO FROM ACCREDITED MINISTRY 
DEVELOPMENT  

10:32 A.M.  VIDEO FROM GLOBAL MISSIONS MINISTRIES  

10:33 A.M.  VIDEO FROM THE WHITE WING MESSENGER  

10:33 A.M.   AFRICA GREETING AND APPOINTMENTS—
GENERAL PRESBYTER BISHOP STEPHEN MASILELA  

Well, praise the Lord. Brother moderator, our general overseer, Bishop Sam Clements, 
fellow general presbyters, members of the IP and various committees, fellow leaders all 
over the world, and brothers and sisters.

I wish I could touch you; reach out and touch you, as is our custom in this great family 
of love. But unfortunately, I can’t do that because a few months back we were told that we 
cannot greet the way we used to greet. We cannot talk the way we used to. We cannot visit 
the way we used to visit. We cannot even have church the way we used to. This is because 
we are still in this world. We are still in this world, where we are not immune from the effects 
of world calamities and pandemics, such as the current coronavirus.

Yes, the Lord never promised that fear would never find us. He never promised that 
trouble would not befall us. But He told us this one thing—that He will be always on our side. 
He will always be with us. He never said pain and suffering will never come our way. Like 
losing our loved ones that we love so dearly. But He said He would always be with us. He 
said He would dry our tears.
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So, I encourage you Church of God. I encourage you, Church of the living God, arise and 
shine, for your God is with you. For your God will keep His promises. Nothing can separate 
us from the love of our Lord. Hallelujah. And, so, brother moderator, in the interest of time, 
I will only announce the new appointments for the continent of Africa, with all the rest of 
our overseers being reaffirmed for the 2020 to 2022 Assembly year. In Africa, we have one 
national overseer being appointed for the Democratic Republic of Congo, in the name of 
Francois Nkombekoumbe Mbengai. May God bless you, and I thank you. Amen.

10:35 A.M.   CARIBBEAN/ATLANTIC ISLANDS GREETING 
AND APPOINTMENTS—GENERAL PRESBYTER CLAYTON 
MARTIN  

What a joy it is to welcome our global family to the islands of the Caribbean. It is said that 
the Caribbean has been especially designed by God for the pleasure of men, because in 
these areas we have some of the most beautiful pieces of real estate, called islands. And so, 
I greet you on behalf of the Caribbean islands. I want to also extend our condolences to the 
many families who have lost people during this global pandemic. May God undergird you 
in this time of great mourning. May the God of all grace undergird you and strengthen you. 
We still have many who are sick, many who are in hospitals in many areas of the world, and 
we pray God’s healing power upon their lives. And we say, “God thank you for the blessings 
you have bestowed upon us.”

Today, I would like to encourage us, that the Lord will never leave us nor forsake us. If it had 
not been the Lord who was on our side, we would be like them that go down to the pit. But 
He has been our help, He is our stay. He is our rock on whom we stand. He’s our sustainer; 
He is our keeper; He is the preserver of life, and today, we thank God for His hand of favor, 
His hand of mercy. His keeping care and His tender mercies. And we in the Caribbean send 
out prayers to the rest of our brothers and sisters in the nations of the world.

Today, I’d like to appreciate two of our overseers who are rotating out of leadership into 
other areas of ministry: Bishop Clarence N. Williams, of the Turks and Caicos Islands, and 
Bishop Whitbourne Hutchinson, of the U.S. Virgin Islands, British Virgin Islands, and Aruba, 
Bonaire, and Curacao. We thank them and their families for the years of sterling service they 
have given to the work of the Church of God of Prophecy. 
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Today, also, I’d like to welcome two new members of our team: Bishop Carswell Leonard, 
who will be the overseer for the U.S. Virgin Islands, British Virgin Islands, Aruba, Bonaire, 
and Curacao, and he will also be the senior pastor for C5 Estate Hoffman Church in Saint 
Thomas. Welcome also to Bishop Andrew Stone, who will be taking over in Turks and Caicos 
Islands. These two men have come into these leadership positions at a time like this, when 
God needs men who will be faithful to carry His work throughout the ends of the world. He 
wants men anointed to lead and to serve. And they have joined this leadership team in the 
Caribbean, and we welcome them. 

We also want our global family to know that all the other overseers who are presently 
serving in their nations are now reappointed to serve the Church of God of Prophecy until 
the Assembly of 2022. We thank God for these men and their families, for the work that 
they are doing in the nations of the Caribbean. And I pray God’s covering and protection 
upon every one of them. May the anointing of God rest upon all those who serve. And may 
He inspire and anoint you to continue to advance His cause in the area of service for which 
He has called you. And we await to hear that, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” So, 
whatever we do, let’s remember [that] we’re doing it as unto the Lord so that His name will 
be glorified. We will be blessed. The people will enjoy His favor and we will continue to see 
the glory of the Lord filling the earth as the waters cover the sea. God bless you. God bless 
you. God keep you and may His face shine upon you. May His hand be gracious towards His 
people in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

10:40A.M.   VIDEO FROM INTERNATIONAL   
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES  

10:40 A.M.   VIDEO FROM INTERNATIONAL   
YOUTH MINISTRIES  

10:41A.M.   VIDEO FROM LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
AND DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES 

10:41 A.M.   INTRODUCTION TO MOMENT OF SILENCE—
GENERAL OVERSEER BISHOP SAM N. CLEMENTS  

10

iv

v

vi



8 |  2020 G L O B A L  A D D R E S S  S I M U L C A S T

Greetings. At this time, we will take a moment to remember those who have been 
promoted to their eternal home since the last assembly due to COVID-19. Over 309 Church 
of God of Prophecy ministers and members have died, possible more; we don’t know. At 
this time, join the presbyters and the general overseer and stand for a moment of silence.  

10:44 A.M.   MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR VICTIMS OF 
COVID-19

10:45 A.M.   SOUTH AMERICA GREETING AND 
APPOINTMENTS—GENERAL PRESBYTER BISHOP 
GABRIEL VIDAL  

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. As you probably know, close to three 
million people have been affected by the coronavirus in South America. Our church in Peru 
has been hit very badly. We have lost hundreds of members, including some of our pastors, 
in Peru and Bolivia. The national overseer of Bolivia is at this time slowly coming out of an 
induced coma that lasted close to two weeks. We are still praying for him, believing in the 
healing power of our Savior.

As of today, the Church of God of Prophecy in South America has been the area with most 
losses of members due to COVID-19, and Peru is the epicenter with over 100. Therefore, we 
ask for your prayers and support.

We need to continue to be careful. This virus is not a joke, two of our presidents in South 
America have it, and yet many political leaders continue to deny it. So, we need to protect 
our people and be patient with the opening of our church buildings. Please understand, 
the church is not closed, only the buildings. There is no one in the world with the power to 
close the Church of God, not even the gates of hell. 

So, I encourage you to continue to work for the salvation of the world without using our 
buildings for services. The report I am receiving from our national bishops is that many 
people have been impacted as the churches are working like never before within their 
communities. That is wonderful news, because by doing so, we are showing the love of 
Christ in our communities. Now they know we care. May God bless you and keep you 
healthy.
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These are the appointments for South America. Everyone not mentioned is reappointed 
as of 2022. Newly appointed are Francisco A. Lopez Paz as education director; David Ramon 
Ceballos to Argentina; Juan Carlos Correa Fuentes to Columbia.

10:48 A.M.   ASIA/AUSTRALIA/OCEANIA GREETING—
GENERAL PRESBYTER BISHOP TIM MCCALEB  

Greetings and glad tidings from the ancient lands of Asia, the island states and nations of 
the South Pacific, and Australia, the “Land Down Under.” This region sends a big “thank you” to 
their Harvest Partners, International Office staff, Global Missions, pastors, local churches, and 
all the individuals who support them in their endeavors to take the Gospel to the entire world.

The last few months have been a period of great difficulty for many of our people. Some 
of the nations have enforced strict lockdowns without providing necessary resources. Yet, 
our leaders and churches have been reaching out in a variety of ways to further the cause 
of Christ. One of our leaders shared food with some poor Hindu families that were starving 
and had nothing to eat, another leader, along with his wife, opened their kitchen to cook 
and distribute meals to the hungry, several leaders have shared oil and rice packets to 
distribute to those in need. Some of these endeavors have had to be done under the cloak 
of darkness because of the strictness of the local governments.

I share these accounts because I want you to know the hearts of your brothers, sisters, 
and leaders in the AAO region. They have not ceased to do the work of the Lord in the face 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and have remained faithful to their calling, even though their 
own security is sometimes at risk from the governments where they live and work. They take 
their obligation to the body of Christ with the utmost seriousness. 

In this regard, they are like the early church, which used the term, “running into the plague.” 
That saying came from the fact that when plagues would sweep across the world in the early 
centuries, people with means would flee the cities. They would abandon the sick and the 
elderly, leaving them in the streets. The Christians did not run but stayed and ministered to 
the sick and dying with dignity. In doing so, the Gospel spread like wildfire, thus, the term, 
running into the plague. We, too, in the AAO region take our obligation to minister even in a 
time of plague seriously. Our calling has not changed! Please continue to pray for this great 
region that we will be faithful to God and His mission during this trying time. 
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Now, I want to confirm all appointments of the current national overseers in the AAO 
region for another two years until the 2022 International Assembly. Thank you and God 
bless!

10:53 A.M.   SPECIAL MUSIC
The hymn, “How Great Thou Art,” was presented by musicians and singers from Germany, 
Russia, the United Kingdom, France, Egypt, Greece, Armenia, Spain, Belarus, Georgia, Cyprus, 
and Bulgaria.   

10:58 A.M.   EUROPE/CIS/MIDDLE EAST GREETING 
AND APPOINTMENTS—GENERAL PRESBYTER BISHOP 
CLAYTON E. ENDECOTT, JR. 

II greet you from the Church of God of Prophecy congregations in 23 nations of Europe 
east and west, in western Eurasia, and the Middle East. I first want to share a special thanks 
to the worship leaders, singers, musicians, and technicians, more than 60 in all from our 
area, who produced the song you heard today, the hymn, “How Great Thou Art,” in multiple 
languages. God has blessed our area with manifest gifted leaders and worshipers.

The last few months have been a special time for all of us. Our churches here have been 
praying for all of you. We’ve had some losses in the church in our area, several who were 
affected in this pandemic, and we have suffered with those in your nations during this time, 
in your loss and illness. We believe God is preparing a time of health and strength for 
our church everywhere. In addition to the pandemic, more recently, we’ve had a time of 
learning and unlearning in terms of our love for all nations and races. We are convinced that 
we are indeed the children of God, and He loves us all very deeply. We are grateful to be 
a part of this global, very diverse, beautiful body and believe the Father is calling us today 
again to join our family together at one table. We long to be with you personally for the next 
Assembly in 2022.

Paul’s words taken from 2 Corinthians 4:7–9, 13, 14 are in our hearts, on our minds, spoken 
from our lips, and lived in our lives today, I quote:
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But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power 
may be of God and not of us. We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; 
we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, 
but not destroyed. . .we also believe and therefore speak, knowing that He who 
raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with 
you (NKJV).

In the past months, particularly, our churches were wonderfully creative in preaching the 
Gospel and in practical service. We are grateful for growth in our area these past two years 
and for adding our first church in Poland in March of 2019. We welcome the nation of 
Poland to the Church of God of Prophecy family.

During these past two years, we’ve planted new churches and added many churches to 
our fellowship. Many have come to know Christ, have been sanctified, and have been filled 
with the Spirit, baptized in water, and they are now serving as members in the church. I want 
to take this moment to commend our overseers and national workers, pastors, and leaders 
in the local churches for their faithful service. 

I want to officially, at this moment, confirm the current appointments of all of our overseers 
and national administrators for another two years, that is, until the Assembly in 2022. We 
have only one overseer change this year. I commend Bishop Jose Antonio Gomez and his 
wife, Sister Maty, for their many years of faithful and effective leadership. Bishop Gomez has 
asked to be transitioned to serve in teaching and counsel and will no longer be serving as 
an overseer. Today, I appoint Bishop Edgar Rossini Ortiz Salguero as overseer for Spain and 
Portugal. We welcome Bishop Edgar Ortiz and his family as a new member to our team in 
Europe. The confirmations and appointees for the nations will be on our international web 
page in the next days.

This has been a unique time in our history as a movement. I want to especially thank 
General Overseer Bishop Sam Clements, and also thank my fellow general presbyters for 
their amazing service during this special time. Thanks also to the International Offices and 
all of the workers there. I personally am grateful to be just a small part of such a great team.

As I’m greeting you today from Germany, I share just the last phrase of a daily personal 
morning prayer for all the fellow prisoners from Pastor/Theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
who lost his life for his Christian convictions at the close of the last great war. His prayer is 
powerful for this time for all of us and I’ll pray in the first-person plural:
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O Holy Spirit, Give us faith that will protect us from despair, from passions, and 
from vice; Give us such love for God and mankind that will blot out all hatred and 
bitterness; Give us the hope that will deliver us from fear and faint-heartedness. 
Amen.

11:03 A.M.   WORSHIP—ROXANNE CORBETT AND 
WORSHIP TEAM
“Who Can Stop the Lord/ Every Knee will Bow” 

“Oh Taste and See/ Exalt His Name” 

11:16 A.M.   2022 ASSEMBLY ANNOUNCEMENT  
The 2022 Assembly venue was announced. The 101st International Assembly will be held in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, July 20–24, 2022.

11:19 A.M.   GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS— 
GENERAL OVERSEER BISHOP SAM N. CLEMENTS  

Greetings and welcome! To our Church of God of Prophecy family and friends in the 
136 nations around the world, where the banner of love waves. Today finds us in a very 
troublesome time. Perhaps, the very time Jesus spoke of in Matthew 24, but instead of 
panic, I choose to dwell on the Apostle Paul’s words in Romans 5, where he teaches us that 
faith triumphs in trouble:

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only so, but we glory 
in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, 
experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; because 
the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given 
unto us (Romans 5:1–5).

So today, instead of despair, I will rejoice in hope, knowing that our God is in full control, 
and His promise to us is, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” We may be “troubled on 
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every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not 
forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.”  

The church is at its best when the world is at its worst. God will turn what the devil meant 
for harm to share the Gospel. I encourage people to use innovative ways to spread the 
Gospel while honoring authority.  

I acknowledge the general presbyters, international appointments and staff, past overseer 
and his wife. I deeply regret we could not meet. We thrive on fellowship, and we miss that 
time. We look forward to gathering in Oklahoma in 2022 for another International Assembly. 

We want to express gratitude for the support during the loss of our son, Gerry. Many have 
asked how we are doing. The grace of God has sustained us. We have learned to trust in 
God.

11:25 SERVE: FIFTH CORE VALUE INTRODUCED BY 
GENERAL OVERSEER BISHOP SAM N. CLEMENTS

Today, the Inspirational Leadership Team is introducing a fifth core value, “Serve.” If the 
church is to be like Christ, it must be a servant church. Jesus said: “I am among you as he that 
serveth” (Luke 22:27).Lessons and courses are presently being prepared in the Leadership 
Development department on this subject. If this Church is to be like Jesus, it must be a 
serving church, and not a church desiring to be served. 

Concerning Leadership Development and Discipleship: Today, I am appointing Bishop 
Dr. Michael Hernandez as President of Spirit and Life Seminary. I give commendations to 
Dr. Hernandez and Dr. Michael Plumley. Accredited Ministries Development and Spirit 
and Life Seminary will continue as ministries of Leadership Development and Discipleship 
operationally. 

The Leadership Development and Discipleship executive director will maintain 
accountability related to continuous operations, i.e. accomplishment of established strategic 
objectives, budget, staff, development of cohorts, progress of program development, 
data collection, etc. Various higher education options are available through Spirit and Life 
Seminary.
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11:27 A.M.   VIDEO FROM SPIRIT AND LIFE SEMINARY  

11:28 A.M.   MEMBERSHIP MATTERS INTRODUCED BY 
GENERAL OVERSEER BISHOP SAM N. CLEMENTS  

September 2020 is the month when membership matters. As a body, we are going to place 
a strong emphasis on membership in local churches. We are releasing a free, online course 
called, “Membership Matters.”  

11:30 A.M.   VIDEO INTRODUCING MEMBERSHIP 
MATTERS  

11:32 A.M.   GENERAL OVERSEER’S ADDRESS—BISHOP 
SAM N. CLEMENTS

It seems as if the world has turned upside down. Because of coronavirus, many of our 
church buildings have closed, and it has affected our economic stability. People are suffering 
financially, and we must increase Level 1 mission giving towards missionary efforts. 

Concerning the Biblical Doctrine and Polity Committee—Bishop Darryl Clark will replace 
Delroy Hall. All else will remain the same. 

Concerning racial challenges—we as a church body are committed to an ongoing effort 
to help improve racial challenges across the globe. The time has passed to expect the 
decades-long challenges related to this issue to vanish. We recognize that these challenges 
are not exclusive to any one denomination, it is a global issue both inside and outside the 
church. As a spirit-led body of believers, the Church of God of Prophecy must continue to 
strive to fulfill Christ’s prayer that we all be one. I will be asking the Biblical Doctrine and 
Polity committee to formulate a pastoral theological statement at the 2022 International 
Assembly. In the meantime, we believe that all racism is a sin, and an offense to God who 
created us all in His image. 

Our subject today will begin with Matthew 16:18, where Jesus said, “I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” In John 17, we have a glorious picture of 
the purpose of God’s church on earth, as Jesus prayed that it should be marked by four 
main things, apart from the Great Commission: The glory of God, the Word of God, the joy 
of God, and unity in the love of God. 
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Revealing God’s glory was the main burden of Christ’s prayer in John 17. The words 
“glory” and “glorify” appear seven times in this prayer: “Glorify thy Son, that thy Son also 
may glorify thee,” “I am glorified in them.” Our main purpose is to glorify our God and to 
enjoy Him forever. The word glory means basically the visible manifestation of the splendor 
and power and radiance of God.

In the former house, after Solomon’s prayer of dedication, the church was filled with 
the glory of God; God was manifest powerfully in their midst. In the New Testament, God 
revealed himself in the person of His Son, when “the word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, full of grace and truth.” John says, “We have beheld his glory, glory as of the only 
begotten son of God.”

It is obvious that not everyone recognized the glory of God in Jesus, and even when they 
did, they were not always sure what to do, as evidenced on the Mount of Transfiguration. 
Not everyone will recognize it today, nor will they be sure of what to do about it. The church 
today, especially ministers in particular, may feel uncomfortable with the outward signs of 
spiritual renewal, much less if real revival came to the church. But you might as well get 
ready to be moved out of your comfort zone. Because God is doing a new work today. 

If God’s glory is to be seen in His church today, our habitual patterns of how we do church 
meetings, our old patterns of living and thinking may have to die. Our whole lifestyle may 
have to undergo a radical change. Attitudes, values, prejudices, ambitions all may have 
to go through the exceedingly painful process of crucifixion. Someone said, we must 
reproduce or die. It is actually the other way around; we must die to reproduce. Seed must 
die to live. Jesus calls us to die. The problem is not world evangelism; the problem is church 
crucifixion.

Alabaster boxes must be broken; the value is not in the box, but in the ointment. The 
church is not a museum to display collectables, we need to smell the fragrance of the 
ointment. God can only use broken things. Jesus said in John 12:24, “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, except a corn of wheat die, it abideth alone; but if it die. . .” But if it die. One cannot 
hurt a dead person, you cannot offend a dead person, one cannot kill a dead person. One 
that has given up everything can give up anything. “But if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.”
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Jesus, speaking of His own death, in John 12:32, 33 said, “And I, if I be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men unto me. This he said signifying what death he should die.” In 
this present hour, I believe the church must return to the cross and die. The cross brings 
reconciliation, the cross brings God and man together, but more than that, the cross brings 
man and man together. At the cross is where we find healing for divisions. At the cross is 
where individual personalities and desires and self-motivation disappears, and we fade 
into one. 

We say we want revival, but there can be no revival without reformation. Some of us will 
have to change our ways in order to experience revival. I know that change is not easy, it 
is something everyone else is supposed to do; but it doesn’t apply to us, we think. But I 
remind you that those who rejected change 2,000 years ago rejected Christ. Mind you, 
we are not talking about changing our message, God’s word does not change, but we are 
talking about changing our image. Jesus came to change the image of the temple crowd 
of that day. He came to minister to people and to condescend to their level, He came to 
serve. He did not say, you come up to me, but He went down to them, that He might save 
them from their sins.

The Great Commission tells us to preach the Gospel! The Gospel is the cross—it is the 
humility and sacrifice of God; it is the opposite of power and manipulation, spiritual pride 
and elitism. The Gospel is “God on a cross.” This must be the attitude of the church today. 
Our methods must not contradict our message. The heart of the Gospel is that through 
the death of Jesus Christ, all the barriers and walls are down (wall of hatred, jealously, 
unforgiveness). There are no more walls of hostility, except from our own making.

How can we preach a message of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation between man and 
God, and between man and man, unless the reality of that can be seen by our unity and 
love as brothers and sisters in Christ? The distinguishing mark of all true Christians must 
be that we love one another as He loved us. There are some attitudes that are beneath the 
dignity of the cross; arrogance, power-plays, and deception violate the cross.

The church today must be relevant for today’s generation and it must always be a 
prophetic church. We must learn to listen to what God is saying to us today and be bold to 
proclaim with the understanding that it will always be in accordance with the teaching of 
the Scriptures.
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When God does a new thing, it will almost always be different from what was especially 
relevant for yesterday. We need people today that understand the times and discern our 
way forward. Discernment is a gift that is seldom used in the church today.

In Matthew 16:3, Jesus spoke of discerning the times. He stated “…ye can discern the 
face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times.” First Chronicles 12:32 speaks 
of the children of Issachar, “Which were men that had understanding of the times, to know 
what Israel ought to do.” God, give us people today with understanding of the times to 
know what the Church of God of Prophecy ought to do!

For too long, we have been floundering in uncertainty. The devil has managed to divert 
our attention to trivial matters and problems among our own ranks and we have failed to 
focus upon the most important thing of all, winning the lost to Jesus Christ, turning to the 
harvest, and rescuing souls from hell. Romans, chapter 13:11 says, “And that, knowing the 
time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than 
when we believed.” I am crying today: Wake up, Church. Wake up!

A person that is asleep is unconscious of what is going on around them, the house can be 
burning down, and you won’t know the difference until it is too late. We must be aware of 
the hour that we are in. There must be discernment of the times and boldness to follow the 
Holy Spirit’s direction for this day.  In 1 Corinthians 12, there is mention of another type of 
discernment. Paul, speaking of special gifts, says, “To one is given by the Spirit the word of 
wisdom . . . to another discerning of spirits” (vv. 8–10). John also writes to us in 1 John 4:1, 
“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world.”

It seems that a person who can discern truth and times must also be prepared to try the 
spirits. Every person who comes along with a word or a prophecy does not necessarily have 
a word from the Lord. Everything that jabbers in some kind of tongue does not necessarily 
have the Holy Spirit. We are in a time when there must be someone close enough to God to 
discern, and strong enough and bold enough to judge. Prophecy must be judged. The devil 
is a master deceiver and much of his work today is being attributed to God. Sometimes, he 
seems so genuine and spiritual, if possible, he could deceive the very elect.



18 |  2020 G L O B A L  A D D R E S S  S I M U L C A S T

A person without spiritual discernment would be afraid to oppose for fear they might 
be fighting against God. If you happen to be one of those persons, then let me tell you, 
the best antidote against the counterfeit is a double dose of the genuine. The best way to 
discern spirits is to be intimately acquainted with Jesus Christ, so you can recognize His 
voice. If you know His voice, you will not be deceived by a stranger. You don’t need to waste 
your time studying false spirits. Just get better acquainted with the Holy Spirit. I believe 
the Holy Ghost is desiring to occupy His rightful seat of authority and administration in the 
Church of God of Prophecy today.

His presence and presidency in the church, appointing leaders, distributing gifts, guiding 
us by giving unction and discernment will quicken the whole body and bring revival to the 
church. This body must be a Spirit-led, Spirit-driven body moving forward as He directs. 
I believe in organization and I believe in government, this is necessary. For one thing, it 
brings us all into accountability and we must have that, but God did not organize us and 
position us to stay in one spot. God’s church is a movement, not a monument than only 
stands still and points backward. A movement continues to advance and move forward. 

We must learn to move with the Spirit anointing, with fresh oil, if we are to be relevant to 
today’s world. We must speak in the language and culture of this generation that we are 
trying to reach. We cannot afford to be out of touch with what the Spirit is doing in the world 
today. We are commissioned to do one thing, and that is to win the lost and get into the 
harvest. 

Make no mistake about it, God knows what He’s doing. He knows what’s going on in the 
world today, and He has the answer to all the questions that may arise. He will direct us by 
the Spirit, if we’re sensitive to what He’s saying to the church. Jesus said in John 20:21, “As 
my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.” In Luke 10:3, “I send you forth as lambs among 
wolves.” In Matthew 10:16, “Be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.” John 
21:16, “Feed my sheep.” Luke 14:23, “Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel 
them to come in.” Mark 16:15, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature.” And Acts 1:8, “Be witnesses unto me . . . and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

In effect, Jesus was saying, “I have finished the job I came to do, but preaching the Gospel 
all over the world, reaching the lost, and gathering in the harvest is your work. When you 
finish your work, I will return.” I’m looking forward to that day. We’ll say, “Goodbye world, 
goodbye!” This world is not my home; I’m just passing through. 
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I’m going to speak a little about unity. In John 17, Jesus prayed four times to His Father 
that His disciples might be perfectly united in love, “That they may be one; as thou, Father, 
art in me, and I in thee… that they may become perfectly one and that the love with which 
thou hast loved me may be in them” (vv. 21, 23). The reason for His tremendous burden is 
also clear; it is that the world might believe and know the truth about God and about His 
son Jesus Christ.

It has been said that the proclamation of the Gospel apart from the unity of the church is a 
theological absurdity. The heart of the Gospel is that through the death of Jesus Christ all the 
barriers are down; we have access into God’s presence, and we are all one in Jesus Christ. 
There are no more walls of hostility, except those of our own making. How can we preach a 
message of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation between man and God, and between man 
and man, unless the reality of that can be seen by our unity and love as Christians? 

This must be the distinguishing mark of all disciples of Jesus Christ: that we love one 
another as He loved us. As a church, we cannot afford to follow the same trend that 
Israel followed and lose the favor of God. At one time, they were known as the “People 
of Presence.” The history of Israel received its meaning from consciousness of the divine 
nearness of God. God spoke to them, He called them, He led them.

Moses cried, “O Lord, show me thy glory,” and again he cried, “If your presence go not 
with us, carry us not up hence.” Moses was asked to deliver God’s children out of Egyptian 
bondage. God said, I can’t go, or I would destroy them. I’ll send an angel to go before you. 
Moses said, an angel will not do, I need you to go with me. Moses needed God’s presence. 
Church of God, we need God’s presence today. We can’t do it alone; we can’t do it with 
man’s strength. We need the anointing of the Holy Spirit to lead us in this troublesome time 
we’re in today. 

Israel also possessed a sense of destiny. They knew that God had made them a nation 
and controlled their life for a purpose, and that purpose was to bless the world. Israel was 
not the greatest in number, but their sense of God’s presence and the knowledge of their 
purpose gave them a unity that made them powerful and caused fear in the heart of their 
enemy. Israel had only one God, Jehovah the Lord God of Israel, who had made a covenant 
with His people, who was the “God of all the earth.”
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Israel had one law, and God’s presence depended on that law. Israel had one holy city, 
Jerusalem, the city of the Great King. They had one temple which was not only the center 
of Israel’s worship, but was to be the source of the earth’s spiritual nourishment; but lost the 
presence, when they failed to fulfill their commission. There was a time in the history of that 
nation when, in their spiritual blindness, they failed to recognize their Messiah and the Holy 
Ghost said He “Never knew the day of their visitation.”

In their pride, they had become a nation desiring to be blessed rather than to bless. They 
wanted to have rather than to be. They became so settled and comfortable in their religious 
rut that they refused to move forward. They had lost the inspiration to follow God, they lost 
the spirit to move out by faith as Abraham experienced in leaving Babylonia, and Moses 
experienced in leaving Egypt. They became afraid to move, their leaders had come to fear 
people more than God, and God passed them by. The church cannot afford to make the 
same mistake again. We are in a crisis time now, but God will help us if we pull together and 
look to Him for guidance.

I mentioned the unity that Israel had that made them strong, One God, one law, and 
one temple. Unity is something that demands our attention today. The devil specializes 
in division and subtraction; Jesus specializes in addition and multiplication. The body as 
a whole cannot grow apart from the growth and harmonious functioning of its members. 
There must be a common faith, a common knowledge, a common experience, a common 
power if we are to come to the fullness of Christ.

Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was 
needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that you should earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once delivered unto the saints (Jude 1:3).

In Ephesians 4, Paul said that Christians should be eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace. As Christians, we should be willing to put up with one another despite 
our differences. It is the will of God that unity and brotherly love exist among the church. 

In a natural family, all the children are different. They have different views and outlooks, 
but they’re all a family. You talk about one, you deal with the rest. 
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The body of Christ is brothers and sisters in the family of God. I know it’s difficult for us 
sometimes. Paul said we should be eager to have unity. In that same chapter, he said we 
strive for the unity of the faith. We haven’t arrived yet. We strive for the unity of the faith, but 
in trying to get there, we must keep the unity of the Spirit and the bond of peace. When we 
glorify schism in the body and justify division among fellow Christians, we “crucify the Son 
of God afresh and put him to an open shame.”

God and Christ Jesus and the Holy Spirit were perfectly united in their plans and purpose 
for the creation of the world and of man. They are perfect in agreement in the work of 
redeeming sinful man. They are perfectly in accord as to the conditions of salvation and as 
to doctrine, worship, government, and the work of the church. From the beginning of time 
to the end, there must be perfect unity in the will of the Godhead, and to give support to 
division in the church among Christians is to misunderstand the Scripture. We must make 
every effort to fellowship with one another and with Christ in worship and work. We must 
strive to meet one another at the level of that common love for Jesus Christ.

Unity does not mean that everybody must be pressed into the same mold. Unity is not 
coerced uniformity. Let Paul be Paul and Peter be Peter, we need both. Each person has an 
individual work to do in his own way. God has various gifts to give to each of us, but we must 
remember there is one Spirit that was given to the church forever. The Spirit is an enemy to 
strife and division and He alone is the source of unity in the church. His presence as author 
and perfecter of love is God’s seal upon the church.

In studying the New Testament, I find the apostles were continuously urging the churches 
to get their relationships worked out. Any tension, conflict, bitterness, or anger would 
grieve the Holy Spirit. Paul wrote to the Colossians, “Above all things, show love, which 
binds everything together in perfect harmony” (see Colossians 3:14). When we’re filled 
with God’s love, His Word, His joy—the church will be unstoppable. The disciples went out 
into the world and endured the persecution of that day. They began the greatest spiritual 
revolution that the world had ever known. 

God has not changed. His Spirit is still being poured out. He is doing a new thing in the 
church today, just as at least three Old testament prophets said he would do. This is a time 
when the forecast is bleak. There seems to be little hope on the horizon. COVID-19 has cast 
its shadow, tensions, and fear on the world. 
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Look up, church! God has proven again that what is impossible with men, is possible with 
God. God specializes in impossible things. Let’s put our faith in Him and in the power of the 
risen Christ, and once again, believe in the church that He is building against which all the 
powers of hell cannot prevail. God bless you today. I want to say to the whole world, we love 
you. We wish we could be together today. 

Thank you to everyone who made the simulcast possible. We come to you through the 
means of technology, and that is a blessing. Let us move forward in love and the power of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

12:06 P.M.   CLOSING WORSHIP SONG—ROXANNE 
CORBETT AND WORSHIP TEAM (FEATURING JOSEPHINE 
CORBETT INTERPRETING WITH AMERICAN SIGN 
LANGUAGE) 
“The Blessing”  
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