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ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE
Report to the 99th International Assembly

The members of the Administrative Committee would like to express our deepest thanks to the Lord for His 
continued provision.  He is assuredly Jehovah Jireh, our provider.  We would also like to express our deep 
appreciation to the Church of God of Prophecy worldwide for their continued faithfulness and prayers.  We 
count it an honor and privilege to serve this wonderful body.

ECFA Membership
The Administrative Committee remains focused on maintaining the highest levels of financial integrity and 
responsibility.  In this vein, we applied for and received accreditation from the Evangelical Council for Finan-
cial Accountability in 2012.  The ECFA is an agency that provides accreditation to leading nonprofit organi-
zations that faithfully demonstrates compliance with established standards for financial accountability, fund 
raising, and board governance.  Accreditation is reevaluated every year and we are pleased to announce 
that we have evaluated and approved every year since our original evaluation in 2012.  We would like to 
encourage our US State/Regional offices to explore ECFA accreditation. 

Facilities Use Agreement
Church facilities provide a place for our people to worship and further the work of the gospel.  The types 
and styles of facilities may vary from place to place, but they serve an important role and we are thankful to 
God for all that he has provided.  We realize that many of our churches make their facilities available to out-
side groups as a means of touching and connecting with the community.  While we encourage this practice, 
we feel it is very important that safeguards be put in place to assure that certain practices and activities are 
not permitted.  The Administrative Committee approved and the General Overseer’s office made the “Facil-
ities Use Agreement” available in September 2015.  A policy is clear evidence of the organization’s beliefs 
and practice regarding use of its property and why certain practices or activities are never permitted. Use of 
Church of God of Prophecy facilities should not be permitted to persons or groups holding, advancing, or 
advocating beliefs, or advancing, advocating, or engaging in practices that conflict with the Church’s teach-
ings, which are summarized in, among other places, the church’s policy manual.  If you need a copy of the 
“Facilities Use Agreement”, please go to www.cogop.org or contact the International Offices.  
 

Ministry Training Center
The Ministry Training Center (MTC) at the International Offices is an area that has been developed for de-
partment meetings, leadership training, special events and as a source of rental revenue.  The Ministry Train-
ing Center provides a small conference center type setting with the technological capabilities to allow us to 
connect live with individuals and congregations around the world.  The MTC is housed in what was once the 
White Wing press area and was no longer in use.  In an effort to be good stewards of our facilities, we repur-
posed this space as a training center.  We believe that this area will serve us well in the years to come.  

PTS Partnership
The Church of God of Prophecy is blessed by a dynamic partnership with Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary. This partnership has enjoyed overwhelming success as hundreds of Church of God of Prophecy 
pastors, leaders, and laity have pursued world-class graduate education to further equip them for the work 
of building God’s Kingdom. While the partnership with Gordon-Conwell continues to be abundantly strong 
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we are pleased to announce the signing of a memorandum of understanding with Pentecostal Theological 
Seminary (PTS) and the Church of God of Prophecy. This new partnership will provide our Church of God of 
Prophecy family expanded options including a certificate program in Wesleyan-Holiness studies, available 
to all educational backgrounds and those with no or limited ministry experience. The completion of this cer-
tificate program will also allow access into any seminary program for further study. Options with Pentecostal 
Theological Seminary will also include: Master of Arts in Church Ministries, Master of Arts in Counseling, 
and Doctor of Ministry program. Church of God of Prophecy students who pursue theological education 
through this program partnership will receive scholarships and grants through the International Offices 
Leadership Development and Discipleship Department, which will reduce the cost of their tuition.
Classes may be accessed through multiple learning platforms such as: intensive on-site classes held in 
the student’s area, on-line learning, and hybrid models of learning. Involvement in the program will afford 
students the opportunity to be equipped for reaching the harvest without leaving their current ministry role 
and place of service. 
Pentecostal Theological Seminary classes will launch at the new International Offices Ministry Training Cen-
ter on October 3-14 for Doctor of Ministry Students and October 10-14 for undergraduate and graduate 
level students. Classes and learning cohorts are being scheduled globally by National, State and Regional 
offices. Contact Leadership Development and Discipleship at the International Offices for more information 
about beginning a program of study that can be customized to meet the needs of every learner.

Commitment to Stewardship
The Administrative Committee welcomes the addition of stewardship as the fourth core value.  Steward-
ship may be new to our list of core values, but the principle of stewardship is not new to this church.  Our 
commitment to stewardship has long been a benchmark for decision making in our operations and Biblical 
principles of stewardship are stressed in every area of our global network.  Our General Presbyters are lead-
ing the way in encouraging stewardship in their areas.  The Executive Director of Finance & Administration is 
working to provide support and resources in their efforts.  The Finance & Stewardship Committee along with 
the Administrative Committee are working diligently to raise the standard of stewardship in this body.  Our 
commitment to stewardship has been and remains a top priority.  

Properties
Our commitment to stewardship includes our properties.  Our properties represent valuable assets that 
allow for us to carry out our work and potential revenue streams.  As good stewards, we must make the most 
of the resources that God has given.  In our report to the 98th International Assembly, regarding properties, 
we said “The Administrative Committee is exploring options for developing and enhancing our properties 
in an effort to generate funds for ministry and operations.”   In this two year span, we have initiated a process 
to make needed repairs and improvements to the International Offices.  We have invested in the Ministry 
Training Center and analyzed where we are in regard to the former Tomlinson College property.  The Ad-
ministrative Committee fully concurs with the recommendation of the Finance & Stewardship Committee 
regarding this property. 

Vision 2020
The church’s vision and mission embodied in Vision 2020 remain a priority.  The core values of prayer, har-
vest, leadership development and now stewardship continue to guide our priorities.  As it has been stated 
before, “We are committed to the strategic planning and implementation process until our vision and mis-
sion is fully realized and core values woven throughout every level of our movement.”     

Closing and Appreciation
These past two years have seen our financial connections strengthen around the world.  The faithfulness 
of our people continues to humble us.  God uses some of our poorest churches to supply needs as it is 
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demonstrated again and again that it is not about the size of the offering, but it is about the faithfulness of 
those giving the offering.  That faithfulness has been demonstrated in tithes and offering received at the 
International Offices and in International accounts around the world.  We are thankful for balanced budgets 
for each of the last two years and for so many who have been United in faithfulness.

Finally, the committee would like to recognize the outstanding leadership given by Bishop Sam Clements.  
He has led with inspiration and vision.  His firm commitment to God and this church is reflected in his ac-
tions.  It is our honor to serve alongside him as we move forward – United!    

Humbly submitted:

Sam Clements, Chairman
Ben Feliz
Clayton Endecott
Gabriel Vidal
Tim Coalter
Stephen Masilela
Clayton Martin
David Browder
Paul Holt
Brian Sutton
Kathy Creasy
Jeffery Davis
Llewelyn Graham
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REPORT OF THE BIBLICAL DOCTRINE 
AND POLITY COMMITTEE
to the 99th International Assembly of the Church of God of Prophecy

A STATEMENT OF FAITH FOR THE CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECY

Introduction and Rationale
“Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to 
write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” 
(Jude 1:3 NKJV).

Late in the fall of 2015, the General Overseer and General Presbyters asked the Biblical Doctrine and Pol-
ity Committee to write a statement of faith that would clearly and concisely express the core beliefs of the 
Christian faith that have been historically embraced by the Church of God of Prophecy. In the course of its 
writing, members of both the Biblical Doctrine and Polity Committee and the General Presbytery made con-
tributions to the document’s content. It is important to affirm that the resulting document does not replace 
the doctrinal positions in Biblical Principles, Beliefs, and Practices of the Church of God of Prophecy. On the 
contrary, we continue to hold the biblical and theological truths that identify and distinguish the Church of 
God of Prophecy as a church within the Classical Pentecostal movement.

The Church of God of Prophecy Statement of Faith offers a public statement of the basic tenets of the Chris-
tian faith in clear and simple language. The beliefs stated in the document express our solidarity and com-
monality with Christians within the Church throughout the world, while preserving some of our theological 
distinctions. It does not attempt to address every biblical teaching, theological position, or practice in ortho-
dox Christianity or the Church of God of Prophecy. Instead, we hope to offer a clear and concise statement 
of our faith that will introduce people of other Christian traditions, and even people of non- Christian faiths 
to the Church of God of Prophecy. We are convinced that our present exposure to and cooperation with 
other Christians, and our exposure to people of non- Christian religions make such a statement imperative.
The Church of God of Prophecy Statement of Faith also offers a standard, unified, and cohesive declaration 
of the foundational articles of our faith that can be used by ministers and churches in printed and digital 
media.

Our prayer is that, as members of the Church of God of Prophecy, we may continue to boldly and “earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.”

Respectfully submitted,
Philip Pruitt, Chairman 
Elías Rodriguez, Secretary 
Delroy Hall
James Kolawole
Carswell Leonard 
Timothy McCaleb 
Nelson Joel Torres



PAGE 6

BUSINESS ACTS 2016              99th INTERNATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Statement of Faith
We believe in the Holy Trinity—one God, eternally existing in Three Persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We believe in one God the Father, creator of heaven and earth, of all things seen and unseen. We believe in 
one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father. All things were made through 
Him and for Him. He is true God and true man. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and was 
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered, died, was buried, and on the third day He rose from the dead. He as-
cended to the right hand of the Father, and He will return to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will 
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who eternally proceeds from the Father. He is Teach-
er, Comforter, Helper, and Giver of spiritual gifts. Through Him the saving and sanctifying works of Jesus 
Christ are applied to the life of believers. He is the empowering Presence of God in the life of the Christian 
and the Church. The Father has sent His Son to baptize with the Holy Spirit. Speaking in tongues and bear-
ing the fruit of the Spirit are New Testament signs of being filled with the Holy Spirit.

We believe that salvation is by grace through faith in the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ on the cross; and 
that He died in our place. The believer’s sins are forgiven by the shedding of His blood. We believe that 
healing of mind, body, soul, and spirit is available to the believer through the blood of Jesus Christ and the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

We believe that the grace of God brings forgiveness and reconciliation to those who repent, as well as trans-
formation in holiness, enabling them to live a Christ-like life. Sanctification is both a definite work of grace 
and a lifelong process of change in the believer brought by the blood of Jesus, the Word of God, and the 
enabling power of the Holy Spirit.

We believe in one holy, universal Church, composed of all true believers in Jesus Christ, offering fellowship 
and calling for service to men and women of all races, nations, cultures, and languages. We believe in the 
spiritual and ultimate visible unity of the Church.

We believe that the Bible—both Old and New Testaments—is the inspired Word of God. The Bible is God’s 
revelation of Himself and His will to humankind, sufficient for instruction in salvation and daily Christian liv-
ing. The Bible is the Christian’s rule of faith and practice.

We believe that God will ultimately reconcile all things in heaven and earth in Christ. Therefore, we look 
forward to new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

Note: Document, with revisions, for presentation to the 99th International Assembly, Wednesday, July 13, 2016.
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FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Report to the 99th International Assembly July 2016

BIBLICAL STEWARDSHIP AS A CORE VALUE
Realizing, historically, the Finance and Stewardship committee may have dealt more from a finance perspec-
tive than one of biblical stewardship, we offer the following discourse for your prayerful consideration as we 
work toward adjustments to the present financial system that will be in a global financial instrument to meet 
the needs of all levels of ministry within our Movement.

While we recognize adjustments must be made that will assist in meeting the needs of every level of min-
istry within our Movement, we also understand as Apostle Peter writes, “we are being built up a spiritual 
house” (I Peter 2:5b NKJV). In this “spiritual house” systems and structure, while important, must well up 
from the essentials of deep intimate relationship with God and one another. Systems and structures should 
serve the church, not the church serving the systems and structures. In some cases, we have endeavored to 
develop a global financial system in an effort to produce a healthy global function of biblical stewardship. 
The essential relationships must precede the important systems and structures for the spiritual health of the 
church at all levels of ministry to be fruitful.

No system or structure, legislative demands, hierarchical pressure, or meritorious rewards will produce the 
Acts 2 and Acts 4 principle of commonality or as Luke puts it, having “all things in common” (2:44, 4:32 
NKJV). From the context of supporting those in need, Paul writes of what many would call, the grace of 
giving or the spirit of generosity that flows from a heart that understands, “God loves a cheerful giver. AND 
God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you may always having all sufficiency in all things, 
may have an abundance for every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:7, 8 NKJV).

We also realize any adjustments to our present financial system will be met with questions, support, and lack 
of support. Some would say the adjustments went too far and others would say they did not go far enough. 
Consequently, as we embrace the common ground of we are one body and have responsibilities of mem-
bership that supersede rights of membership, a spirit of generosity flowing from having “the same care for 
one another” (1 Corinthians 12:25, NKJV) will meet every need at every level of ministry. That is the way 
God’s economy works.

As we review the book of Acts, we see how Jesus intended for His church to live and fellowship “togeth-
er.” We see foundational principles that must guide our Movement into a proper stewardship alignment 
with God and one another. In fact, rightly understood, Acts as a historical record provides us an invaluable 
glimpse into the life and times of the early church. Acts, carefully studied serves as a compelling illustration 
of what Holy Spirit at work at the center of a Movement really looks like.

Acts 2 and 4 illustrate a reflection of the infant church’s character not just a function that met the needs of 
the saints. Efforts to establish a healthy stewardship function without establishing a healthy stewardship 
character will produce results but our alignment with a Biblical stewardship “having all things in common” 
will produce “an abundance for every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8 NKJV). The key in this passage rightly 
understood as radical generosity and rightly seen flows from the dynamic of commonality that is expe-
rienced within the “household of God,” “the body of Christ,” “the Church of God,” “the fellowship of the 
saints.”

This commonality was certainly understood based on the work of Holy Spirit in the lives of first century 
believers as the apostles, boldly proclaimed the resurrection of Jesus. Their bold declaration fueled the one 
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heart, being together, all things common understanding. This understanding was that what was owned was 
not for the benefit of one but the benefit of the whole, just as Paul’s words were to the church regarding 
spiritual gifts, for the benefit of all. “But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of 
all:” (1 Corinthians 12:7 NKJV).

This action of the infant church established a sense of unity and togetherness so that no one was alone with-
out connections that would assist in meeting their needs.

The action of selling property may have been more rightly understood as one way to express togetherness 
and the meeting of one another’s need not as a formula that must be adhered to as a church 2000 years 
after. As in many things, we see the behavior as paramount and miss the heart that drives the action. In this 
case of Scripture, it is the heart that must be seen and action that follows will meet the need of a present day 
church. This phrase carries with it more of the idea that the believers were experiencing an overflowing unity 
among themselves that produced togetherness. This was more of a spiritual and emotional condition than it 
was a physical mandate. We might say it this way today, “They were all on the same page.”

So, the answer to any fiscal dilemma may be more founded in a spiritual dynamic rather than a structural 
adjustment. This is not to say that adjustments will not be made, but rather the system and structures should 
serve the core values of the church as aligned with the scriptural revelation of the heart of God as led by 
Holy Spirit, not the church serving the systems and structures.

With that said, no one region of the world should bear the responsibilities of all the other regions of the 
world. We are a global church with global responsibilities to God, one another, and the world. Knowing that 
North America has borne a large portion of funding this Movement globally, (with both Central and South 
America and English Caribbean now embracing the biblical stewardship responsibilities, and other regions 
moving toward such, with Africa now contributing more than ever before in history), the following are action 
items that have already been implemented in an effort to provide some relief to the state and regional min-
istries of North America.

1) North America will now be included into the Harvest Partners mission giving support structure. Beginning      
     with the new year, partnerships will include eligible U.S. states and regions for consideration. Eligibility will  
     be determined by the Executive Director of Finance, Global Missions Coordinator, and the North America  
     Presbyter. Harvest Partners also provides a platform for accountability, reporting, and fund distribution. 
     As in the past, Harvest Partners project giving will continue to offer assistance within North America with 
     consideration given to crisis and disaster relief.

2) North America will now receive an annual grant from the International Offices. This grant will be drawn 
     from funds given by the nations of the church throughout the world. The amount for the 2015-2016 
     budget year was $100,000.00. The grant will be given to the North America Presbyter’s office to be dis
     tributed to states and regions based on criteria established by the North American Council.

3) An international account has been established where requests for assistance can be made through the 
    General Presbyter’s office to the Global Missions Committee by any state or region.

Therefore, this committee is committed to working with all levels of ministry to see we first have a healthy 
biblical stewardship approach of membership responsibility that develops a system that meets the needs 
for “an abundance for every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8 NKJV).

This committee, being motivated by Holy Spirit, fully endorses the General Overseer and General Presbyters 
in a strong affirmation of Biblical Stewardship as our General Overseer presents adding Biblical Stewardship 
as the fourth core value of the Church of God of Prophecy.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: Finance Department of the Church of God of Prophecy
The Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability (ECFA) is an accreditation agency dedicated to helping 
Christian ministries earn the public’s trust through adherence to Seven Standards of Responsible Steward-
ship. ECFA is an advocacy group representing evangelical Christian organizations which qualify for tax-ex-
empt, nonprofit status and receive tax-deductible contributions. It has nearly 1,900 member organizations 
which include churches, denominations, educational institutions, rescue missions, camps, and many other 
types of tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organizations. Collectively, these organizations represent over $25 billion in 
annual revenue.

In the 1970s, there was growing public and political concern over an increase of questionable fundraising 
practices in the nonprofit sector. In addition, donors and governmental agencies expressed concern over 
the management of their donations to achieve publicly stated objectives as presented in fundraising ap-
peals. Donors had no source for an objective assessment of the financial integrity of Christian organizations 
desiring their support.

In the late 1970s, Senator Mark Hatfield addressed a group of key Christian leaders and challenged them 
to police their own mission agencies as a “Christian Better Business Bureau” or face the potential of govern-
ment intervention. Two years later, in 1979, the ECFA was founded by the Billy Graham Evangelistic Associa-
tion and the US branch of World Vision.

ECFA was founded with the establishment of seven standards of accountability that were drawn from Scrip-
ture which are fundamental to operating with integrity. Accountability to God is vital, but people form their 
impressions of both people and organizations by looking at the outward appearances (1 Samuel 16:7) and 
2 Corinthians 8:21 (NIV): “For we are totally committed to doing right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but 
also in the eyes of men.” Or, as in verses 20 and 21: “Taking precaution that no one should discredit us in 
our administration of this generous gift, for we have regard for what is honorable, not only in the sight of the 
Lord, but also in the sight of men” (NAS).

The Seven Standards of Responsible Stewardship covers board governance, the requirement for audited fi-
nancial statements, the requirement for public disclosure of the audited financial statements, the avoidance 
of conflicts of interest, standards regarding fundraising activities exercise, appropriate management to be in 
compliance with laws and regulations and show good stewardship of all charitable gifts. It was believed that 
the proposed standards of accountability generally exceeded the requirements of the law.

Much of ECFA’s credibility over the years has been reinforced by outstanding Christian ministries whose 
example and reputation positively reflect upon the Body of Christ. When organizations of such caliber vol-
untarily submit to independent scrutiny, all member organizations benefit by association. The extraordinary 
diversity of ministry size and mission among member organizations has strengthened ECFA’s foundation 
and extended its positive influence globally.

In recent years, ECFA’s influence and reputation have grown tremendously among the various communities 
in which it operates.

ECFA is an active, respected participant in the secular philanthropic community in the U.S.
ECFA has an ongoing reciprocal relationship with the office of the Attorney General in many states. It is a 
regular participant in NASCO (the National Association of State Charity Officials). It has provided comments 
on various issues to the Internal Revenue Service.

Although it is not a lobbying or trade organization, ECFA has been a significant resource to various mem-
bers of Congress regarding legislation that might impact the “faith-based” community. The White House has 
briefed and consulted with ECFA regarding the “Faith-Based Initiative.” ECFA has participated with others in 
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signing various petitions or filing “friend of the court” briefs on a number of judicial cases.
In January 2011, Senator Charles Grassley (R-IA), a member of the Senate Finance Committee, asked ECFA 
to facilitate responses from the ministry community concerning a series of legislative proposals prepared by 
his staff. ECFA formed the Commission on Accountability and Policy for Religious Organizations to assist in 
this process.

The Finance and Stewardship Committee would like to express their sincere gratitude for the work that has 
been done to achieve the accreditation of the ECFA for the Church of God of Prophecy again this year. We 
strongly believe that membership in ECFA contributes greatly to the financial integrity and positive public 
image of our organization. We are proud to be able to place the ECFA emblem on all our documentation.

With this understanding, we would recommend the following.

I.DEPARTMENT HEAD
We respectfully request, the inspirational leadership (General Overseer and General Presbyters) assign 
directorship at the International Offices which would provide stewardship leadership based on the biblical 
stewardship principles of “all things in common” rather than a “needs only” approach. This could be ac-
complished by assigning this responsibility to an existing ministry without adding another department, or 
re-purposing an existing department to meet this core value approach.

II.CONSIDERATION TO OFFSET INTERNATIONAL ASSEMBLY EXPENSE
The International Assembly has been a pinnacle point of this Movement for the past 99 years. It has had a 
distinct purpose and function in our past, and will continue to do so in our future. The Assembly provides 
the Church of God of Prophecy with direction, fellowship, inspiration, connection, as well as our platform 
to transact business. It holds a special place in all of our hearts. Its roots go back to our inception and it is a 
vital part of who we are.

The Assembly has great value and worth to this Church. However, it does not occur without a tremendous 
investment of our financial resources. This biennial event comes with financial challenges to our already 
demanding International Offices budget.

In an effort to relieve this share in the expense on our International Offices finances and not thwart the 
current ministries provided (including Evangelism and Leadership Development), we therefore recommend 
that consideration is given to implementing an Assembly Expense Offering, to be received by every local 
church globally on the third Sunday of January or an annual budgeted amount. Each local church should 
feel the flexibility to receive this offering at a date before May 1st should it work better in their overall bud-
get process. The May 1st date will give adequate time for it to be sent to the State/Regional Office then to 
the International Office before the end of the fiscal year.
 
This annual offering or a budgeted amount from each local church would provide additional funds neces-
sary for International Assembly expenses, as well as make it possible to maintain our commitment to the 
Harvest, Leadership Development, and Prayer.

We further recommend that each church submit the Assembly Expense Offering to each state, regional, or 
national office. This would, in turn, be forwarded to the International Offices.

Assembly Expense Detail (Additional Information)
As we continue to walk after the biblical principles of finance and stewardship, it becomes more and more 
apparent for the need to address recurring constraints and deficits of budgeting needs. One such item is 
the continued short fall in adequately funding the International Assembly.
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Records will show the expense of conducting the International Assembly is growing larger. Being a good 
steward requires us to evaluate the expenses of said event. While it is not our desire to minimize or devalue 
the need of conducting the International Assembly, we recognize the value to this body of believers, for the 
assembling together in order to transact business, offer fellowship, and receive proper strategic instruction 
while serving God’s kingdom and edifying this Movement. It is our desire to bring, with transparency, the 
need of reducing International Offices expense for funding such an endeavor of corporate meeting.

Just as we are instructed to be good stewards of our individual affairs, we have received the same admo-
nition to be good stewards over the house of God. The realization of this could mean making necessary 
adjustments or even becoming proactive in bringing awareness to specific needs in order to help generate 
more financial support. Rather than assuming this body of delegates is aware of the rising cost, we choose 
to bring that information to your attention. As you are personally aware, the rising cost of everything has 
made an impact on your personal life. The same is true for this international church. Our Assembly expense 
for the 2014 International Assembly was $ 962,538.94. The offerings and rebates for that Assembly totaled 
$126,625.17. Consequently, our net cost was $835,913.77. This figure translates to a $417,956.88 impact on 
the annual International Offices budget. The budget for the 2014 and 2012 International Assembly has been 
placed on the website and the International Presbytery was made aware of this before the Assembly began.

While we see an annual Assembly Expense Offering as a proactive way to share in funding the International 
Assembly, we may be approaching a time to consider an adjustment in our Assembly cycle. In light of the 
above information, we request the General Overseer and General Presbyters ask the appropriate assembly 
committee to analyze this for feasibility and present it to the International Assembly as they deem necessary.

III.FORMER TOMLINSON COLLEGE CAMPUS PROPERTY
For over a decade the need was recognized and expressed in previous International Assemblies (IA) for 
ministerial training and development programs of higher education for equipping ministers (Eph. 4:12). 
And the establishment of Tomlinson Center at the former Tomlinson College campus was to be a part of 
that educational development program for ministers.

This development was to be pursued in a cooperative program with Lee University, leveraging the Church 
of God and Church of God of Prophecy relationship. However, due to inadequate funding and budget 
constraints, the planned development of the former Tomlinson College campus property was not realized. 
Further, based on the Church’s current financial standing and financial trajectory, funding is not available for 
such major capital development in the foreseeable future.

Notwithstanding, the absence of the development of the former Tomlinson College campus property as 
a part of the church’s proposed higher educational development program, the church has indeed devel-
oped and supported/endorsed several university degree level educational programs. Many ministers are 
pursuing and have successfully completed bachelor and graduate degrees. These various initiatives were 
successfully led and coordinated through Leadership Development and Discipleship Ministries (LDD). The 
following are the educational development programs now available to our ministers through LDD.

• Partnership with Lee University’s Department of Adult Learning (online) - 19 CGP students were enrolled 
   in Fall 2015. These students are working on bachelor’s degrees.

• CGP Gordon Conwell Consortium - Currently more than 700 students are enrolled in the degree program 
   in pursuit of Master of Arts degrees in Religious Studies. Nineteen (19) CGP students graduated from 
   this program in May 2013.

• Twenty-one (21) students began the D-Min. program in Global Pentecostalism in 2015 through this consortium.

• Memorandum of Understanding signed with the Pentecostal Theological Seminary (PTS) in October 



PAGE 12

BUSINESS ACTS 2016              99th INTERNATIONAL ASSEMBLY

   2015 to offer CGP students - 1) Diploma in Wesleyan Pentecostalism 2) Masters of Arts in Church Ministries, 
   3) Masters of Arts in Counseling, and 4) D. Min.

The PTS program is scheduled to launch in fall 2016.
The property of the former Tomlinson College campus of 100 +/- acres continues to be underutilized. While 
this resource generates annual revenue through a lease agreement, the expenses for a legitimate rate of re-
turn are certainly at a level where what would be expected from a good investment is not realized. As good 
stewards, we must make better use of the value of this asset entrusted to our care. In this regard, we should 
pursue all options available to us as to how we steward this resource. While legally we are the owners of this 
asset, biblically we are only trustees of what He has placed in our hands.

Since the White Wing Publishing House press area has been retrofitted into a Ministry Center that includes 
classroom space with full internet webcasting capabilities, along with our most recent partnership with the 
Pentecostal Theological Seminary; we believe the core value of leadership development is being addressed 
appropriately at this time. A release of the property into the hands of the General Overseer, General Presby-
ters in conjunction with the Administrative Committee and the Finance and Stewardship Committee seems 
to be best practice. 

Therefore, after the review and recommendations of the Property Committee appointed by the General 
Overseer made to the Administrative Committee, we recommend the following which supersedes all previ-
ous decisions and resolutions on the former Tomlinson College campus property.

1. All decisions on what the Church does with the former Tomlinson College campus property would require 
    approval by the General Overseer, General Presbyters in conjunction with the Administrative Committee 
    and the Finance and Stewardship Committee. Previous decisions and approvals were required by the  
    International Assembly. This change would make such administrative decisions practical, efficient, and 
    in the best interest of the Church. Reports on this property would continue to be made to the International 
    Assembly in the normal course of business through the Financial Director as long as it was owned and    
    maintained by the Church of God of Prophecy.

2. The International Offices will continue its best efforts to increase revenue and reduce costs to maximize 
    returns on this property as long as it is owned and maintained by the Church of God of Prophecy.

3. The International Offices will pursue a sale of the property that would not fall below appraised amount 
    that has been obtained by commercial appraisal. If successful, the full sale proceeds are to be transferred 
    into a “Designated Trust” that would secure the principle amount of the sale and the interest earned 
    used to fund Leadership Development initiatives. 

4. The principle of said “Designated Trust” would be invested according to the present investment policy 
    for the best and safest return.

5. The Administrative Committee would distribute the interest earned from said “Designated Trust” as 
    stated above in number 3.

While we are making good progress with educational training and development with our ministers, there is 
still much work to be done in this area. The committee remains fully committed to support continuing edu-
cation and leadership development of all our ministers and leaders, as we serve the Church and kingdom of 
God in harmony with the other core values of our International Offices.

Graciously Submitted,
Nathaniel Beneby    Clint Knowles    George McLaughlin 
Scott Gillum, Chairman   Rupert Neblett   Paulette Wilbanks
Angie Zamora
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