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TRAVEL INFORMATION 

FINANCES

Costs are approximate. All airline tickets are 
purchased by International Children’s Ministries to 
assure that team members are on the same overseas 
flights. Each team member’s flight will be scheduled to 
depart from an airport near them. If possible, all team 
members will fly into a central departure city and fly 
together into the mission country. Estimated costs on 
provided flyer are based on the group flights departing 
from Atlanta, Georgia, USA.


The airfare amount must be provided to the Children’s 
Ministries office at least six weeks before the 
departure date so that airline tickets may be 
purchased early enough to obtain the best possible 
fares. If you are unable to participate in the team after 
the tickets have been purchased, we will not be able 
to refund the amount of the airline ticket. However, if 
you notify the airlines prior to departure time, they will 
allow you to book a flight at a later date using those 
funds as airline credit. There are typically change fees 
assessed by the airlines to do so.


The remaining monies must be into the Children’s 
Ministries office two weeks prior to the departure date. 
Snacks, personal items, documentation requirements, 
tourist fees, etc. will be your responsibility.


Each team member is also asked to solicit or purchase 
teaching supplies (scissors, markers, construction 
paper, glue), ministry materials (curricula, visualized 
lessons), or creative ministry supplies (puppets, 
illusions, props) for each training participant.


Each team member may also be responsible to 
provide inexpensive materials for one visualized 
children’s message that the trainees will make.


ACCOMMODATIONS 
Costs are approximate. Teams typically stay in a 
hotel near our training venue. Occasionally teams may 
be required to stay onsite at a training/retreat center or 
camp. Team members will be given adequate 
notification of accommodation types. All efforts are 
made to provide comfortable, clean, and safe 
accommodations for our team. Accommodations are 
based on double occupancy.


MEALS 
Teams are typically served a minimum of three meals a 
day once arriving to our destination. Often hosts 
supply snacks throughout our day. Depending on our 
location and accommodations, meal options may be 
limited. When with our participants, our meal menus 
are selected by the host and it is common for them to 
go to great lengths and expense to provide delicacies 
unique to their culture. Team members are asked to 
attempt to eat the foods provided to them and 
appreciation to our hosts is an expectation. Bottled, 
purified waters are also secured on-site at all training 
locations for our teams.


PASSPORT

You will need a passport to participate in any one of 
the international teams. If you do not have a passport, 
apply NOW in order to avoid paying expediting fees. 
The least expensive way to obtain a passport is to go 
through your local post office or visit http://
travel.state.gov. Passports may also be obtained 
through Travel Document Systems (800-874-5100) or 
Capitol Visas (800-727-VISA).


If a visa is required for the country you will visit, you 
will be notified and provided instructions for obtaining 
a visa. However, you cannot apply for a visa without a 
passport. So apply now for a passport if you do not 
have one or it is expired. You are responsible for 
passport and visa fees. They are not included in the 
approximate costs.


TRAVELER'S HEALTH

Visit the website of the Immunization Center for 
Disease Control at www.cdc.gov/travel to obtain 
information on vaccines and other health precautions 
relevant to the country you will visit. 


COVID-19 POLICIES

When planning onsite training experiences, 
International Children’s Ministries consults with our 
area (continental), national, and/or state leadership to 
determine if it safe for our local communities, 
churches, and trainers to conduct our events. It is our 
desire to provide transformational and enriching 
opportunities for development and cross-cultural 
service for all involved in these trips.


International Children’s Ministries is resuming our 
Institutes of Children’s Ministries and Train the Trainers 
in November 2021. Smaller teams will travel to safe 
locations and will abide by local guidelines, as well as 
general team requirements designed for the health and 
wellness of participants. This may result in changes to 
our printed itineraries, as well as some relational 
ministry activities not being conducted, such as large 
outreach events with children. All selected team 
members are expected to remain flexible and 
understanding when these changes occur.
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As of October 2021, International Children’s Ministries 
will be observing the following recommendations: 

1. Negative COVID-19 tests will be required for ALL 
team members. Tests must be administered within 3 
days of departure for the mission trip, or in compliance 
with stated requirements from the trip destination. 


Participants who test positive for COVID-19 will not be 
allowed to participate in the trip and must stay home. 
Team members who have received one or two doses 
of a COVID-19 vaccine are still required to submit 
proof of a negative test result within 3 days of the start 
of the trip.


Participants who test positive because of previously 
contracting COVID-19 may participate in the trip by 
submitting a doctor’s note confirming they have fully 
recovered from the virus and are cleared to travel.


2. Masks may be required during most trip 
activities. Masks may be required in all indoor spaces 
not solely occupied or used by our team. Masks may 
also be required when team members are traveling 
and/or out in public. This includes all ministry activities 
and when you are in the company of a local 
community member or someone other than our team.


Team members will be respectful and adhere to any 
masking requests of travel vendors, hosts, as well as 
national/local guidelines. Team members are required 
to bring their own cloth face masks (5-6/person) or 
one-time-use paper masks (2 for each day on trip) and 
must carry one on their person at all times. Consistent 
with CDC guidance, neck gaiters, handkerchiefs, 
plastic face shields, and masks that have exhalation 
valves or vents will NOT be considered an appropriate 
mask on their own.


3. Social distancing may be enforced between 
team members and anyone who is not part of your 
team.  If requested or advised by our host, this may 
mean staying at least 6 ft. apart from training 
participants at all times, including mealtimes, at 
housing facilities, on trainings, and during any and all 
community activities. Individual mission trip team 
members will NOT be required to socially distance 
among themselves and members of their team.


4. Contactless temperature checks will be 
performed before the start of each day. To ensure 
we’re doing the best we can to stay on top of any 
infections not caught by pre-trip COVID testing, 
checks will be performed each morning before trainers 
head out to trainings. Temperature checks will also be 
performed daily on our participants. Anyone with a 
fever of 100.4°F or higher will not be allowed to 
participate in the day’s activities. Team members will 
be allowed to rejoin team activities if/when their high 

temperature goes below 100.4°F. Temperatures can be 
re-checked every 15 minutes. If any team member 
maintains a temperature above 100.4°F or shows 
other outward symptoms of sickness related to 
COVID-19, training hosts will provide the location of 
the closest COVID testing site to the team leader, in 
order to help determine if the team member has been 
infected.


Out of an abundance of caution, if a team member 
feels ill, the entire team must wear masks at all times, 
even when together, until it is determined whether the 
sick volunteer has tested positive for COVID-19 or not. 
It will be the responsibility of the team leader to help 
the team member obtain test results and notify the 
necessary parties. In the event of a positive test, hosts 
will work in conjunction with team leader and COGOP 
leadership to determine the best course of action 
related to quarantining team members or altering the 
remainder of the trip for the team.


5. Vaccines will not be required by International 
Children’s Ministries. The leadership of International 
Children’s Ministries believes that vaccines are a 
personal decision that should be made in consultation 
with your physician and in consideration of your 
personal health record. We do not require vaccines for 
participation in training teams and will not discriminate 
on team selection based on vaccine history. However, 
if a nation requires vaccine for entrance, or it is 
requested by a training host, proof of vaccine will be 
requested by the International Children’s Ministries. 
This not only includes the COVID-19 vaccine, but 
other vaccines such as Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, Yellow 
fever, Typhoid, or Rabies, to name a few. 


Upon assignment to a training team, team members 
will be required to submit a signed document stating 
they have read and understood the specific safety 
guidelines for trips during the COVID-19 pandemic 
and agree to abide by them throughout the duration of 
their trip.


We understand it may be frustrating to think about 
social distancing or wearing masks in a highly 
relational and exciting training environment. Still, 
caution and care require certain small sacrifices so 
that we may advance our mission of developing 
leaders who impact kids.


* International Children’s Ministries will determine 
whether or not children’s ministry programs will be a 
part of each trip a few months before trips are set to 
take place. 

** COVID-19 Safety Guidelines are based on up-to-
date recommendations by the CDC. If any CDC-
recommended guidelines listed above come in conflict 
with national, state, local or community guidelines (or 
personal preferences of community partners), CM 
teams will be asked to follow the more safety-
conscious guidelines between the two. 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