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ELEVATING CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
Bishop Shaun McKinley, International Director 

"We don't have any children." It's a comment I often 
heard while serving as a regional and state children's 

ministry leader visiting local congregations. 
Usually it was said to warn me that the 
congregants weren't interested in learning about 

the ministry I had come to represent, similar to the 
prompt dismissal of a door-to-door salesman or 

telemarketer. The response would often frustrate and 
saddened me, because I not only knew God's heart for 

kids. I also knew that a church without children is a dying church. 

I wholeheartedly believe children's ministry is one of the most 
vitally important ministries to the health, life, and future of any 
congregation. Furthermore, we've been given a mandate to go 
into ALL the world and preach the Gospel. There is not a qualifier 
to our mandate. In our efforts to fulfill this command, we can and 
must evangelize (Matt. 18:14), disciple (Eph. 2:10), and involve 
kids in ministry (Mark 10:45). 

Elevate is a new newsletter sharing the stories and testimonies of 
the ways International Children's Ministries is partnering with 
ministries and offices around the world to equip and train leaders 
how serve kids. As you read these short articles, I invite you to 
pray, celebrate, and partner with us in fulfilling our mission to 
develop leaders who impact kids! 

ELEVATING THOUGHT 
“If I could relive my life, I would devote my entire ministry to reaching 
children for God.” - Evangelist D.L. Moody

25 MINISTERS COMPLETE “TRAIN THE TRAINERS” 
IN MEXICO 

September 20-23, 2018, International Children’s Ministries 
conducted our second Mexico “Train the Trainers” in Mexico City. 
Thirty-one potential trainers attended the four-day event with 25 
individuals completing the training and receiving a Certificate of 
Completion. Fifteen workshops were presented by our four-person 
teaching team, as well as three preaching/inspirational segments. 

During the training, the national children's ministries team gave an 
encouraging report of activities since their last training event in the 
Spring. The team reported:  

• The creation of a six-person CM leadership committee 
• The establishment of a reporting system 
• Creation of a ministry Facebook page 
• 11 training events conducted in the nation with over 144 

participating 
• Nine evangelistic or outreach events for children 
• One children’s baptism service 

The training concluded with a joint celebration 
and service with the host congregation on 
Sunday.



  

ICM GOES TO EL SALVADOR 
Strengthening outreach to over 2,000 children 

November 9-11, 2018, 56 participants came 
together outside of San Juan, El Salvador for the 

Institute of Children’s Ministry. The times of 
instruction were fruitful, and participants 

exhibited a solid understanding of the 
teaching through group activities, as 

well as completion of application 
assignments. 

Children’s Ministries is 
thriving in El Salvador! Of the 

156 churches throughout the 
nation, 125 are presently 

participating in a national outreach 
program aimed at serving and winning 

children. One-hundred-eighteen of these 
churches provide a Saturday Bible club that 

includes spiritual programming, as well as sports 
activities and meals.  

Seven of these churches offer daily outreach to the 
children of their community, with each congregation 
reaching a minimum of 250 children. These churches 
provide daily instruction, tutoring, meals, and sports 

activities. They are also training the children to learn a 
trade or craft that will benefit them in the future with 
career opportunities.  

These programs, which are costly, are partially funded by 
the local churches, as well as the government which 
provides a stipend for the staff. National Overseer Ismael 
Ticas reports that these programs are reaching some of 
the most impoverished children of their nation, as well as 
those impacted by gangs and violence.  

The training presented by International Children’s 
Ministries helped provide foundational tools 
for churches and teams already involved in 
the ministry, as well as those who will 
soon join the effort.  

FIRST-EVER INSTITUTE OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
CONDUCTED IN COLOMBIA 

On October 27 and 28, 2018, International Children’s 
Ministries conducted training in collaboration with the 

national office of Colombia. Forty-five participants 
came from 15 churches and one mission for the 

intense series of workshops that presented 
instruction on the biblical foundations of 

children’s ministry, leading children to 
Christ, constructing a Bible lesson, 

and developing a discipleship 
plan.  

The teaching team included 
International Director of Children’s 

Ministries Shaun McKinley, Heartland 
Regional Director of Children’s 

Ministries Jacqueline Chavez, and 
Colombia National Director of Children’s 

Ministries Gina Duque. National Overseer David 
Ceballos attended the entire event and spoke 

frequently, challenging those in attendance 
to press toward more excellent ministries 
that include children in all aspects of the life 
of their churches.  

Training consisted of the basic foundations of 
children ministry, as well as the more advanced courses 
“Building a Bible Lesson” and “Developing a Discipleship 
Plan.” Participants felt a great sense of accomplishment 
after completing activities where they produced their own 
unique plans that included Bible truths, Bible stories, and 
Bible verses to present to their children.  

The participants shared their most significant challenges 
as being the lack of affirmation by church leaders, as well 
as the lack of value of children to God’s kingdom and life 
of the local church. Some mentioned needing to grow in 
their relational skills with children, while others expressed 
feelings of inadequacy in helping children struggling with 
emotional and physical needs. 

ELEVATING CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

AROUND THE WORLD



 

 

HELPING HANDS FOR KIDS 
Shining God’s Love in the Czech Republic 

Children’s Ministries is wrapping up our 2018 Helping Hands 
for Kids giving project, mobilizing kids to raise funds for 
ministry in the Czech Republic. The Church of God of 
Prophecy congregation in Frydek-Místek has begun a 
children’s outreach ministry that targets children living in a 
neighborhood where there is easy access to drugs, cigarettes 
and alcohol.  

The neighborhood outreach shares the good news of 
salvation through special events and a children’s Bible club 
This is an ongoing discipleship program of the local church, 
involving parents in the outreach events so they too can hear 
the news of the Gospel and connect with the local church. 
Medical assistance to the families is also provided, as needed.  

To date, International Children’s Ministries has raised nearly 
$2,200.00 for this project.  

At the end of November, we received a donation of $400 from 
a local church in Puerto Rico. When asked, “How did the 
children in your congregation take part in this project?” 
children’s minister, Eliette Garcia wrote,  

“We started by teaching the children during our Sunday 
School and one prayer service about the SHINE project. 
They learned about our COGOP family in the Czech 
Republic and the church in Frydek-Místek. During the 
months of August thru mid-November, the kids had 
activities every Sunday selling juices, candies and such. 
They were so into it they would go to any member that 
hadn't been by the booth and asked what they would 
give. They also received a plastic bottle to fill with dimes. 
They really enjoy each HH4K project they do. We are 
happy to see how they have learned to give and be a 
part of a global family.” 

Donations are still arriving. If you would like to be a 
part of this special project, give or learn more at 
www.cogop.org/children/hh4k.

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF CHILDREN’S 
MINISTRY HELD IN LAGOS, NIGERIA 

The 2018 Nigerian Institute of Children’s Ministry was held at 
the Freedom Gate Tabernacle Church of God of Prophecy in 
Idimu, Lagos from August 23-26, 2018.  More than 174 
delegates participated in the Institute. Pastors, ministers, 
children’s ministry leaders, and teachers participated in the 
event, as well as parents and private school teachers from 
across the state, and others parts of the nation.  The Institute 
focused on creative teaching methods and ministry 
foundations. As with all international institutes, participants 
not only left with new ministry skills and ideas for applying 
what they’ve learned, but each one also received a bag of 
teaching supplies and materials to take home to use.  



 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

January 12, Tennessee 
Pastoring Kids One Day 

February 19, Online 
CM Live Webinar 

March 9, Connecticut 
Built To Last a Lifetime One Day 

March 30, Colorado 
One Day Training intensive 

April 6, Midwest Region 
One Day Training intensive 

April 13, Tennessee 
Camp Workers One Day 

April 30, Online 
CM Live Webinar 

May 8-11, Guinea Conakry 
Institute of Children’s Ministry 

July 23-29, Czech Republic 
Get Plugged In Training Event

MIDWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION 
HOSTS BUILT TO LAST A LIFETIME 

On Saturday, November 3, 2018, International 
Children’s Ministries and the Midwest Rocky 

Mountain Region conducted the “Built to Last a 
Lifetime” one-day training intensive in Cedar 

Rapids, Iowa. Over 60 participants from 12 
churches attended the instruction which 
was presented in English and 
simultaneously translated via headset in 

Spanish and Swahili. Most notably, a 
group of 20 from the local Congolese church 

attended with the intentions of receiving 
foundational training to begin a ministry with their 

children.  

The training was well received by participants, as 
application activities helped to asses if concepts 

were processed correctly. Most churches 
represented were small in weekly attendance, 

reported not utilizing curriculum in their local 
ministries, and only two stated knowledge of and 

compliance with the church’s Child, Youth, and Worker 
Protection Policy. The training helped provide the 
necessary information and tools for meeting these 
challenges. 

On the following morning, International 
Children’ Ministries Director Shaun 
McKinley ministered at the 
Westdale Community Church 
during their Sunday morning 
worship service. Although 
a smaller congregation, 
the church is doing 
extraordinary 
outreach under 
the leadership of 
Pastor Jeff Bell. That 
morning, the church 
launched an outreach 
ministry to the homeless. 
They have partnered with a local 
shelter and will be providing a 
warm breakfast to residents each 
Sunday morning followed by a worship 
service. Additionally, the church serves 60 
families through their food pantry and clothing 
bank ministry. On Sunday afternoons, a group 
of Congolese gathers in their building for a 
worship service in Swahili. They have 
also started a Spanish-language Bible 
study that meets simultaneously 
with their Wednesday evening 
service.

YOUR SUPPORT MATTERS 

Children’s Ministries is grateful for the support of our 
tithe-paying congregations, generous donors, and 
sponsors, who make our programs and trainings possible.  

We celebrate that in the past two years. . . 
• Over 518 leaders and 135 churches have been impacted 

by our one-day training events 
• 1,199 individuals have been trained in 24 nations by 

participating in an Institute of Children's Ministry 
• 218 leaders in 28 nations have receive targeted training through a 

Children’s Ministry leadership conference 
• 149 trainers have completed the Train the Trainers program globally and 

are now providing training in villages and communities around the world  
• 2,400 individuals and 34 nations have participated in an CM LIVE! 

Webinar 

If you or your ministry would like to help us continue these efforts, please 
consider giving a gift, of any size, to International Children’s Ministries. One 
hundred percent of your donation will go toward ministry. Donations may be 
made online at www.cogop.org or you may mail your 
donation to:  

  Church of God of Prophecy 
  International Children’s Ministries 
  P.O. Box 2910 
  Cleveland TN 37320-2910 

Please make checks payable to Church of God of Prophecy. 
Thank you for your continued prayerful and financial support.

“What 
you will do 

among children 
is as close to the 

heart of God and central 
to his kingdom as anything 

we could mention.”  

― Wess Stafford,  
Too Small to Ignore: 

Why Children Are 
the Next Big 

Thing 


