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This year’s Helping Hands for Kids project will give you and your children’s ministry the opportunity  to 
partner with the Frýdek-Místek Church of God of Prophecy congregation as they SHINE the light of Jesus 
into their dark community. The children living in this community have easy access to drugs, cigarettes, and 
alcohol.  

Nearly 80% of people of Czech Republic do not claim to have any religion or faith!  The Czech Republic has 
some of the highest numbers of atheists, agnostic, and people with religious indifference of any nation in 
the world.  The country is one of the most secular countries in the world, despite the rich traditional religious 
history.  There is an apparent lack of interest in Christianity due to the increased popularity of alternative 
religion, a belief in magic.     

Your financial investment will allow the Frýdek-Místek church to continue this children’s outreach program 
by providing special events such as:
     •   Bible Clubs.
     •   Ongoing discipleship program of the local church.
     •   Provide medical assistance to the families when needed. 

By participating in the Helping Hands for Kids Project we will help SHINE the Light of Jesus in a nation that is 
vastly living in darkness.



This guide includes
three mission points.

INOLVING CHILDREN, FAMILIES, and the CONGREGATION: 
 
Meet with your pastor and mission committee to present this year’s HH4K project, “SHINE!” and      
obtain permission to promote this project.
• Will there be a one-time giving opportunity or will you collect funds over a period of time?
• Will you incorporate the project into your weekly Children’s Ministry time?  Or will you create a  

special event?  
• Post “SHINE!” promotional flyers in various areas of the church.
• Introduce and promote this year’s HH4K project in the church bulletin and through live, creative 

presentations to the congregation and children’s ministry.
• Print the parent letter and send it home with each child after introducing the project to the    

children. 

Live.
How do the
children of

Czech Republic 
live?

Give.
How will

our giving
help the

children of 
Czech

Republic?

PRAY.
How can

we pray for
the children

of Czech
Republic ?



Optional Lesson Intro: 
Read John 6:1-13

Prepare the Setting:  Have 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish in a basket.  Have kids all seated in the floor & 
create an area that would resemble being outside, possibly a picnic.  

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
Sometime after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee and a great crowd of people followed 
him because they saw the signs he had performed by healing the sick.  Then Jesus went up on a mountain-
side and sat down with his disciples.  The Jewish Passover Festival was near.  When Jesus looked up  and saw 
a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?”  He 
asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.   Philip answered him, “It 
would take more than half a year’s wage to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!”

Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves 
and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”

Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.”  There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down (about 
five thousand men were there).  Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were 
seated as much as they wanted.  He did the same with the fish. 

When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over.  Let noth-
ing be wasted.”  So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barely loaves left 
over by those who had eaten.

Focus:  John 6:9 “Here is a boy with 5 small barely loaves and 2 small fish”.
We learn in the story about an ordinary boy, carrying an ordinary lunch on what seemed like an 
ordinary day.  The Bible doesn’t really say that much about him, in fact we don’t even know his 
name!  But God had big plans that day for a small boy with a small lunch.  The same boy who 
earlier that morning was probably driving his mom crazy with “boyish mischief”.  None the less, 
he was there for one reason… to hear Jesus.  Finally the moment had come, Jesus had need of 
something he had…that insignificant lunch.  As that little boy willingly gave up his lunch, the 
Lord performed one of the biggest miracles in history. That small boy made himself available to 
Jesus, and he gave up everything he had because the Lord had need of it.  

Challenge to children:  What do you have that the Lord has need of? Do we need to give 
Jesus our time?  Attention?  Talents?  Our hearts? Our hopes & dreams?  Our offering? 

Goal:  Direct children in knowing that God can use them NOW….as ordinary kids, on ordinary 
days with their ordinary gifts.   God will take their gifts and do the extraordinary with it.   The little 
boy in the passage came to hear Jesus, but unfortunately there are many kids in Czech Republic 
that do not hear the good news of Jesus.  Direct the kids in understanding that they have the op-
portunity for God to use their gift of money to SHINE His light into the dark nation of the Czech 
Republic.  The Lord has need of your gift!

Activity: Hand out brown paper lunch bags and give each child 5 pieces of bread and 2 fish for 
their bags. (Possibly goldfish crackers or Swedish Fish)  Glue “Give My Gift God Can Use It” print-
able on the front of the bag.  Encourage kids to take the bag home and share with their family 
what they learned, and how their family will respond with their gift. 

This optional lesson could be used as an 
introduction to the Helping Hands for Kids 
Project, if you choose to incorporate the 
project into your normal weekly Children’s 
Ministry time.



Discuss:
• Talk about Czech Republic.  Using the map, have children locate Frýdek-Místek in Czech Republic.
• Use the provided photos of Czech Republic, or do a search of your own.  Point out the beauty of the land. 

Allow the children to look at all the beautiful castles.  Have the children take notice of the magnificent 
mountains.  The nation is actually surrounded by mountains.  

• Read and discuss the Fun Facts.  
• Meet the people and introduce the Church.
• Express the need to SHINE in the Czech Republic.

Teaching Point:  Even though Czech Republic is filled with all this natural beauty, there 
is a sad truth.  There are a LOT of people and kids that do not know Jesus!   Almost 80% of the 
people in Czech Republic do not claim a religion or faith of any kind!  They are one of the largest                 
unchurched nations in the entire world!  They rank #3 in atheism in the world!

Show the children the Christian Chart so they can see with their eyes what that might look like.  

Scripture:  “Again Jesus spoke to them saying, ‘I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will 
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’” John 8:12

Challenge:  We can give a gift of money to help the Church in Czech Republic SHINE the light 
of Jesus to children and families that don’t know Jesus. 

Experience the Culture:  Give the
children an opportunity to get a taste of the
culture of Czech Republic.  Download the recipe 
card for Houska Bread, a traditional Bread of 
Czech Republic.  Being mindful of any food
allergies, allow children to taste the bread.  As 
they taste the bread you can discuss with the 
children:

“Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life;             
whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and        
whoever believes in me shall never thirst.’” 
John 6:35

Mission Point 1:
Life in Czech Republic

After Jesus fed the 5,000 with 
bread, (kind of like the bread we’re 
having today). He told the people 
that He was the bread of life.  We 
know that Jesus isn’t bread we eat. 

Jesus was offering something bigger and better than just 
bread to keep your stomachs from being hungry. Those 
who turn away from sin and turn to Jesus -The Bread 
of Life- will be given eternal life.  Isn’t it wonderful 
knowing we can help SHINE the light of Jesus to people 
who don’t know Him?  The kids and families in Czech 
Republic need to know that Jesus  is the Bread of Life!  
They need Him!  They need His love! They need the gift 
of eternal life!  We can help! 

Preparations: 
• Ahead of time, make some Houska Bread, a traditional bread of Czech Republic.
• Download and print off all resources:  Map of Czech Republic, Castles, Fun Facts,  

Meet the People, Christian Chart, Houska Bread Recipe, Czech Republic Photo



Target:  Review with the children the needs that are present in the Czech Republic. Read and 
discuss John 8:12 and then explain how the Czech people are in desperate need of the light of 
Jesus. In order for them to experience Jesus and His love, someone has to carry Him into the 
community.  Remind the children how the Frýdek-Místek Church is trying to SHINE the light of
Jesus to the children in their community.  Explain the four Prayer Points and reiterate how God 
hears us when we pray.  (1 John 5:14-15)

Activity: Set up 4 Prayer Stations- one for each 
prayer point. At each station a staff member will
explain theprayer point, and direct children in
praying for that specific need. 

Scripture: “Again Jesus spoke to them saying, 
‘I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light 
of life.’” John 8:12

“This is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we 
ask anything according to his will he hears us.  And if we 
know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we 
have the requests that we have asked of him.”  1 John 5:14-15

Mission Point 2:
Pray for the People of the Czech Republic

Preparations: 
• Download and print off resources:  Prayer Cards, Prayer Station Posters.

Discuss:
• Up until the 19th Century, Christianity was the largest religion in the Czech Republic, with virtually all 

Czechs being Christians. So despite the rich traditional religious history, the Czech Republic is now one of 
the most secular countries in the world.  Only about 12% of the country claim Christianity as their reli-
gion. 

• Nearly 80% of the people in Czech Republic do not claim a religion or faith of any kind. 
• They rank #3 in atheism in the world.
• There is an apparent lack of interest in Christianity due to the increased popularity of alternative religion, 

a belief in magic. 
• Children in this community have easy access to drugs, cigarettes and alcohol.
• The Frýdek-Místek Church is making efforts to SHINE the light of Jesus in a community that is living in 

spiritual darkness.  They are reaching the children through Bible clubs, ongoing discipleship programs as 
well as providing medical assistance to the families. 

Prayer Points
1. The pastor and staff as they preach and teach the 

Word of God to children and families.
2. The children who have already accepted Jesus as 

their Savior to continue their walk with Him!  For 
them to be a LIGHT to their family and friends, so 
they will come to know Jesus too! 

3. The people of Czech Republic to know Jesus!  That 
God will soften their hearts to hear the good news 
of Jesus and accept his love! 

4. God will provide supplies, resources, food, servants 
and every need of the Frýdek-Místek church.

    Reinforce it!
Download and print off Prayer Cards. Students can 
make these cards and take home as a reminder 
of how they can pray for the needs in the Czech 
Republic.



Mission Point 3:
Give Your Financial Support
Preparations: 
• Download and print off resources:  Shine Cards, Water Bottle Labels, and Shine Card 

Pocket Folder

Review:
• Mission points 1 and 2.
• Life in Czech Republic.
• Remind the children of the needs in the Czech Republic.
• Go over the prayer points and ask children if they’ve been praying each day for the Czech people.
• Review scriptures.

Scripture: “Again Jesus spoke to them saying, ‘I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will 
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’” John 8:12

“Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever
believes in me shall never thirst.“John 6:35

“This is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears 
us.  And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we 
have asked of him.”  1 John 5:14-15

My Gift Matters
If you taught the “Optional Lesson Intro” this would be a great way to point

 your students’ heart towards giving their gift.  In John 6 we read about the 
boy who gave his lunch away.  Direct children in knowing that God can use 
them NOW… as ordinary kids, on ordinary days with their ordinary gifts.  
God will take their gifts and do the extraordinary with it.  The little boy in
the passage came to hear Jesus, but unfortunately there are many kids in 
Czech Republic that do not hear the good news of Jesus.  Direct the kids in
understanding that they have the opportunity for God to use their gift of 
money to SHINE His light into the dark nation of the Czech Republic.  The 
Lord has need of their gift!

It’s important that the kids understand that it doesn’t matter how big or 
small their gift is, when we obey God, it pleases Him.  Every gift given to 
God, no matter how large or small, is very important in reaching out to
build God’s Kingdom.  

Encourage students to decide in their heart what they will give and to
give cheerfully! 

“Each one must give 
as he has decided in 

his heart, not
reluctantly or

under compulsion, 
for God loves a 
cheerful giver.”

2 Corinthians 9:7



Pass empty water bottles out to each child. Encourage students to fill their
water bottle with dimes.  Each water bottle will hold approximately $100
worth of dimes!  This is an easy way to involve kids of all ages to take part in this
exciting mission project. Give a due date for when offerings should be turned in.
 

Gi ve your dime & le t Him SHINE!

Send it Home!
Inform parents that it’s now time to give. Download and print off the “Shine Card”.   
Follow the instructions on how to make pocket folders out of an old Atlas or map.  
Have all supplies already measured and pre-cut for each child.  If time permits, have 
students add their own “Shine Card” and glow stick to the pre-folded map folder.
Other option: Have Shine Card completely finished and simply pass out to every 
student.

All proceeds raised for this mission project will help the Frýdek-Místek 
Church of God of Prophecy continue its outreach Children’s Ministry

programs. S Give your dime & let Him SHINE! ome of these programs include 
Bible Clubs, ongoing discipleship programs, even medical assistance for families 

in need. Your financial 
investment will help them continue their efforts.



Church of God of Prophecy International Offices
PO Box 2910

Cleveland, TN 37320
(423) 559-5330

children.cogop.org


